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Okeechobee, Florida
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c/o Conley and Conley 
207 N.W. 2nd Street 
Okeechobee, Florida
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Paul Mims
811 SF 9th Street
Okeechobee, Florida
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The battlefield is located between U.S. 441 and Florida 710, south and east of the 
town of Okeechobee. The marker is located on the right of way at U.S. 441 about 4 
miles south of town. Commercial development along U.S. 441 encroaches on the site 
of the marker. The battle field property owned by Mr. Harry Douglas is reached off 
Florida 710 and is used for grazing cattle. A drainage canal contracted adjacent 
to the Douglas property has interfered with the normal flow of water making the 
property much drier than it had been before the canal came into existence. 
Mr. Douglas has bulldozed and plowed most of his land in an effort to make it more 
usable as grazing land and to eliminate several "dug outs" which were a haven for 
mosquitos.

Generally, the area is largely unimproved, except for the construction of a highway, 
and is devoted to agriculture.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

On the northern shore of Lake Okeechobee, on Christmas Day of 1837, American forces 
under Zachary Taylor won a decisive victory over a small band of Seminole and Mikasauki 
warriors. One of the most spectacular battles of the Second Seminole War, it was a 
turning point in the struggle. Never again during the war did the Indians engage in 
a pitched battle, and their desultory hit-and-run attacks gradually died away.

*

When Taylor arrived in Florida in November 1837, the war had been going on for nearly 
two years and a new phase of hostilities was just beginning. After several months of 
fruitless negotiations with the Seminoles, General Jesup had had Osceola and several 
other chiefs seized under a flag of truce, thus inspiring the Indians to further 
resistance.

Taylor left Tampa Bay on November 27, with the 1st United States Infantry, marching east 
toward the Kissimmee River. With his force augmented by the 4th and 6th United States 
Infantry, the 4th United States Artillery, a regiment of mounted Missouri Volunteers 
under Col. Richard Gentry, and assorted small detachments, Taylor reached the Kissimmee 
on December 3 and constructed Fort Gardiner. There Taylor's force was held for two weeks 
by orders from Jesup, who anticipated an end to hostilities. Taylor resumed the advance 
on December 19-20, moving down the west bank of the river.

By Monday morning, December 25, the Americans were nearing the northern shore of Lake 
Okeechobee, having been alerted by numerous Indian signs since leaving their advance 
base, Fort Basinger, two days before. Crossing a swamp onto a broad prairie, the 
troops captured a young Indian who told them an Indian force was awaiting battle in a 
dense hammock about a mile to their right, near the lake shore.

Taylor formed his line of battle, with the volunteers in front, the 4th and 6th Infantry 
behind them, and the 1st Infantry in reserve. About noon, the advance began.

In order to reach the Indian position the attackers had to cross a swamp about three- 
quarters of a mile wide. The Indians, numbering about 340, allowed them to advance 
within 20 yards, then fired a volley which mortally wounded Colonel Gentry and caused 
his regiment to break for the rear. The regulars advanced through a galling fire which 
fell most heavily on the 6th Infantry on the right. The regimental commander, Lt. Col. 
Alexander R. Thompson, was mortally wounded, and every other officer except one in the 
6th was hit. The 4th Infantry, on the left, gained the hammock and, reinforced by 
the 1st Infantry, soon drove the Indians from their position. The battle, lasting 
less than three hours, resulted in American casualties of 26 killed and 112 wounded,

and Taylor estimated the Indian losses to have been equally heavy.
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Beginning at the eastern terminus of the southern section line of Section 31, proceed 
west along said section line to Highway 441; thence, northwest 4000; more or less, to 
a point, thence north 1000; more or less, to a point, thence west 4000; more or less, 
to the west section line of Section 36, thence due north to the northern section line 
of Section 25, thence east along said section line 1000; more or less, to a point, 
thence south easterly 2 1/2 miles, more or less, to the eastern section line of Section 
31, thence south along said section line to the point of origin.
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Okeechobee Battlefield--boundary justification

The boundary for Okeechobee Battlefield was drawn to coincide with 
the general location of the battle. Considerable archeological study 
would be necessary to establish the exact battle lines. The battle 
took place in an open area between the marsh and sand ridge, an area 
larger than the acreage listed on the nomination form. The dike built 
around Lake Okeechobee removes the battlefield from inside the high 
water mark of the lake. The drainage of swamp areas and their con 
version to agricultural use further reduced the original battlefield 
area. Therefore, the area identified in the verbal boundary description 
represents the clearly defined portion of the battlefield that retains 
integrity.
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