i

id

Form No. 10-300 (Rev. 10-74) F,L 050/ 6_@ @ DATA. O'l!'_

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

EINAME
HISTORIC

¥ 'Yaveh - Ragar House

AND/OR COMMON

BFALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
A25 State St

__NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT (/
Pine Bluff — VICINITY OF Jefferson
STATE CODE COUNTY /coDE
—Arkansas i
EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—_DISTRICT __PUBLIC X _OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM
X BUILDING(S) X _PRIVATE —_UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
—STRUCTURE __BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT __IN PROCESS X YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED —_YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
_NO __MILITARY X_OTHER: Of fice
EY OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
Thurman Ragar, Jr.
STREET & NUMBER
625 State St, Pine Bluff Arkansas
CITY, TOWN STATE
____ VICINITY OF

B LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE,
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC.

Part of Lotj] Rlock 2.

Henry Harding Addn.,

to Pine RBluff

STREET & NUMBER

CITY, TOWN

STATE
ﬂ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
DATE
—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY, TOWN

STATE




DESCRIPTION

CONDITION g CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
XGoobp __RUINS X ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED %

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Yauch-Ragar House is a one-story structure constructed in 1907. The

brick house displays characteristics of neo-classicism in its use of Tuscan
columns on the facade.

The Yauch-Ragar House is basically rectangular in shape and is covered by
a hipped roof of pressed tin with gabled bays. The facade features a gabled
projection with a small brick arched window in the gable end and a large brick
arched window in the center. A flat-roofed porch graces the north half of the
facade and turns onto the north elevation. This porch is supported by Tuscan
columns set into brick bases. Extending from the roofline on the facade is a
gabled dormer with patterned woodwork in the gable end. A slender brick chimney
rises from the peak of the hipped roof. The entry features an intricately carved

door with beveled glass flanked by matching carved sidelights and is topped by
a three sectioned transom.

The south elevation features a three-sided bay topped by a gabled roof with
patterned woodwork in its gable end. Windows on the south elevation, as on the
entire house, are brick arched. The north elevation also features a gable-roofed
three-sided bay. The width of the east elevation is spanned by an enclosed porch.

The interiors of the house feature original woodwork with classical detail-
ing. Paneled sliding doors between the front parlors are still operable.

Resting on its original site, the Yauch-Ragar House is presently being
utilized as a law office. The owner is in the process of maintaining the good
condition of the house and is restoring detailing throughout thne structure.
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The Yauch - Ragar House, 625 State Street, Pine Bluff, Arkansas.

In the early 1900s, when the majority of the small homes in Pine
Bluff were of frame construction, William B. Yauch built a solid brick
house at 625 State Street. Architecturally the house followed the syles
of the day with its ornamental metal roof, Tuscan columns on brick bases
supporting the porch roof and polygon-shaped bay window on the south
side. George B. Yauch, William's brother, built a house of similar
style at 1002 East Second Avenue, Pine Bluff. The Yauch houses were
built from solid brick because the brothers were involved in the Y.0.C.
Brick Company. According to Jefferson County records, the Y.0.C. Brick
Company was incorporated on March 6, 1906 with George B. Yauch as presi-
dent and M. L. Case, J. W. O'Neal and William B, Yauch as directors,

The company was organized with a capitalization of $25,000 with $15,000
gaid in and the stock was composed of 1,000 shares with a par value of
y25 per share, . Ceorge,B. Yauch owned 10Q shares; William B. Yauch, 100
shares; Case, 200 shares; and O'Neal, 200 shares.l The plant's property
extended from Hazel,Street west, to inglude what is now Jean's Addition
to Pine Bluff, back of the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff. The
factory could make 18,000 bricks per day and employed 25 men,?

George Yauch came to Pine Bluff about 1898 or 1899 and his two
brothers, William dnd Chris came about 1900, Chris started the Yauch
Steam Bakery at 223 Main Street and George and William became locomotive
engineers for the Cotton Belt Railroad.3

William B, Yauch was born in Sebringville, Ontario, Canada, on
December 19, 1873.4 He married Ernestine Baer in 1905. She was the
daughter of Mr, and Mrs. Ferdinand Baer ‘of Little Rock and was born

February 22, 1§76. They were the parents of o i1l
who 1lives in ng Springg. ’ < ne son, William B. Yauch,dJr.

Yauch bought a portion of Lot 1, Block 2 of Henry Harding's Addition
to Pin? Bluff from Annie M. Noel on January 2, l907.§y His brgther Chr;s,
had built a frame home at 627 State previously, During 1907 William
Yauch built the solid brick house with «0.C. brick. At the time he was
vice president of Y.0.C. Brick Company. The residence was the family
home until about 1960 when Mrs. Yauch became ill and they moved to Hot
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Springs. Mrs. Yauch died January 24, 1962 in a Hot Springs hospital at
the age of 85.7s Mr. Yauch died at the age of 95 on QOctober 28, 1969,
in Hot Springs. Both are buried in Graceland Cemetery at Pine Bluff,

Thurman Ragar, Jr., bought the Yauch home on August 1, 1974, and
converted it into a law office., He became interested in the residence's
past and has attempted to restore it to its original condition. Through
his efforts, Pine Bluff will have an example of the early 1900s architec-
ture preserved for future generations,

Footnotes
1 Jefferson County Articles of Association records, Book 4, p. 113.
2 The Pine Bluff Commercial, June 20, 1971, p. 23.
3 Pine Bluff'gity Directory, 1901. (Pine Bluff, Adams Printing Co., 1901),
P. 3406,
% Statement by Mrs. Fred Maul, personal interview, May 10, 1977.
£ Jefferson County land records, Deed Book 60, p. 602.
Pine Bluff City Directory, 1908, (Little Rock, Polk's Southern Directory,
7 1908), p. 383
8 Commercial, January 25, 1962, p. 34.
9 Commercial, October 29, 1969, p. 20.

Personal statement, Thurman Ragar, Jr, April 8, 1977.
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ARKANSAS HISTORIC
PRESERVATION PROGRAM

3 911
625 State Street |- JUN
Pine Bluff, Arkansas |
Re: Yauch-Ragar House

Pine Bluff, Jefferson County

Dear Mr. Ragar: e S

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program is preparing a National
Register nomination for the Yauch-Ragar House which will be presented to the

Arkansas State Review Committee at their June meeting. If approved the nomination

will be submitted to the National Register office in Washington for final consideration.

The National Register of Historic Places is a listing of historic sites, buildings,
objects and districts from all across the country that are worthy of preservation.
Entry in the National Register is an honor which places no obligation on a private
owner. It does, however, provide protection through comment by the Advisory Council
on Historic Preservation from federally financed, assisted or licensed projects

that might affect a National Register property.

On October 4, 1976, the President signed a Tax Reform Act of which Section 2124
refers to tax incentives for historic properties. Enclosed you will find an
information sheet on that tax act.

If you have any questions concerning the program or this property's nomination,
please contact Sandra Taylor of our staff.

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please complete the form below, sign and
return the original to our office. The copy is for your files. We would appreciate
receiving any comments you might have concerning the nomination of this property.

If we do not hear from you within 30 days, your approval will be assumed.

Sincerely,

96)@?@;2//@ Cioo @

Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program L//////

I approve of the nomination of the above property

to the National Register of Historic Places. Yes No
Comments:

e 27 /971 %‘J Z/w

Date! Signature

A DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS NATURAL & CULTURAL HERITAGE
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