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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Yett-Ellison House is located on the Greeneville Highway on the 
outskirts of Parrottsville, an old rural community in Cocke County. 
The house sits close to the highway (Parrottsville T s "Main Street") 
behind a nicely landscaped run of boxwoods. The majority of Parrotts 
ville^ old buildings have been lost; the Yett-Ellison House is one oi 
the oldest and certainly the most intriguing.

The Yett-Ellison House is a two-story brick Federal structure built 
in 1857 by Hamilton Yett; the home was damaged by fire in the late 
19th century and reconstructed according to the original plan. The 
central portion of the home is not large; a parlor and sitting room 
are .on the ground level and two bedrooms are upstairs. A rear wing 
set perpendicular to the central portion contains the kitchen facili 
ties and dining room. The facade is an attractive one, typical of 
Federal style; the main door isioutlined by glass panels and the up 
stairs door opens onto a simple balustraded porch, which was added 
at some later date. On each level the doors are flanked by one window 
The finishing exterior touches accentuate the character of the home; 
these include the corbelled bricked cornices, chimneys and their 
corniced tops, and the slate roof. It is said that the attic was 
used as a jail during one portion of the nineteenth century.

The outbuildings include a natural stone spring house and log smoke 
house. The late Mrs. Ellison kept the home remarkably preserved in i1s 
original state; her daughter of Jefferson City continues to have the 
grounds maintained although she only occasionally occupies the house 
She plans to make it her home upon her husband T s retirement.
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STATEMENT O-F SIGNIFICANCE ...

Parrottsville is one of the oldest communities in the grtate. It wa 
settled in the 1780 T s by a group of German immigrants whose names 
such as Ottinger and Yett are common in the vicinity. The Federal 
style Ellison Home was built by Hamilton Yett, the son of one of thes 
German immigrants.

Hamilton Yett grew up outside Parrottsville on the large farm of 
over 1000 acres of his father, William Yett. The Yetts had original! 
settled in Pennsylvania; William, who spoke German all his life, 
came to Cocke County around 1810. He built a large box-like frame 
home near Clear Creek. The family burial ground is upon the hill 
opposite the Yett Home which is still standing on Greeneville Highway 
Hamilton, born in 1817, was one of at least nine children. He mar 
ried Sarah Faubion of the same community and settled on a portion of 
his father T s farm. He built the brick home which is now known as the 
Yett-Ellison House (because of the late owner) in 1857. He was'pro- 
Confederate during the Civil War; although not engaged as a soldier 
during the conflict, he is said to have raised havoc with local 
Union soldiers who were retained as prisoners in Parrottsville. After 
the war, he and his family moved to Burnet County, Texas.

The home partially burned in the late nineteenth century. It was 
restored according to the original design and stands as an excellent 
example of Federal architecture in this old community. It is a vital 
part of Parrottsville, one of the state T s earliest towns, as it 
represents one of the few remaining structures relating to early 
Parrottsville and the German immigrants who settled it.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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