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1. Name of Property
historic name Downtown” IMfl<~hingi/):i Hi5;tnrir. Di?;trirt.
other names/site number N

2. Location

street & number Roughly 15 blocks in the Washington CBD. [\[/AI' I not for publication
city, town Washington M/Al | vicinity
state Missouri code MO county Franki in code MO 071 zip code 63090

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
nn private |1 building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
m public-local X1 district 85 10 buildings
| Ipublic-State * site sites
fX1 public-Federal | Istructure 1 structures
| | object objects
11 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register _ 2

4. State/Federai Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, Xh"pooperXy Hwoels Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. Osee continuation sheet.

cYAf ™Mrz/ fa

Signature of certl T7rf1gofficH«f>-G. Tracy Mehan 111, Director, Dae
Department of Natural Resources, and State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federd egency and bureau ) ) o o
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Nationai Park Service Certification
, hereby, certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register.

I | See continuation sheet.

1 determined eligible for the National
Register. See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I removed from the National Register.
other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

CDHERE Specialty store, dept. store, warehouse. GDHERI= Spprialty <Mnrp, dppt. *fnrp, ware-

| NOUSTRY. Manufacturing. Pnprgy fflrility, : o,
RALIGON Religious structure, church Arhnnl, TNi | STRY. - Manuf act uri ng

church-related residencp. church-rel ated residence.

DOMESTI C Singl P dwpl |17 ng, DOMESTIC Singl e dwel | i ng.
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)
foundation LI mest one

G eek Revival walls Brick
Late Victorian \éat her boar d
Late 19th and 20th Century Revivals roof _ Asphalt
other Wood
C.pi*t Trnn

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Downt own VAshington Historic District enconpasses the Central

Busi ness District of the city of Vshington, Mssouri (popul ation
10,000) | ocated onthe south bank of the Mssouri River about fifty
mles southwest of St. Louis. TheDistrict includes ahistoric mx of
institutional, residential, conmercial andindustrial buildings which
formed the early nucleus of settlement onstreets extending south from
the river. Approximately half of the buildings, however, are two-story
brick structures combining first story commercial usewth second story
residential. Six of the eight institutional buildings are associated
with St.Francis Borgia Catholic Church; a post office and Masoni c | odge
are the remaining two. Qne of Mssouri's fewrivertows which still
retains anorientation tothe river, Vdshington survives with
riverfront blocks which includeall of the industrial buildings, two
depots, anelectric power plant, awaterworks, and an underground
reservoi f.

The District appears today much as it didfifty years ago, a downtown
with brisk comercial activity, well-maintained dwellings, a
flourishing parish church and school, and sone industrial properties
still inuse, nost notably the |arge Mssouri Meerschaum Gonpany pl ant
and two groups of grain bins. Athough none of the historic hotels or
inns have been maintained as such, three md-19th century residences on
Front Street have opened for bed-and-breakfast |odging. Anunber of
conmercial properties have been owned and operated by the sane famlies
since the turn-of-the century or earlier.

In 1985, the National Register nomnation process was initiatedi n
Vshington with amatching Survey grant fromthe Mssouri Departnent of
Natural Resources for Front and Jefferson Streets. Avyear laterthe
Vshi ngton Historical Preservation Gonmssion was created and the city
was granted Certified Local Governnent status. During 1987-88,
additional grants expanded the first survey area to includeall of the
Central Business District along with adjacent residential areas to the
east and west (theentire surveyed area is represented onthe District
nmap). The proposed Downt own V¥shington Historic District Isthe city's
first historic district; commnity Interest supports future
registration of additional propertiesreconmended inthe Survey P an.

[y~| See continuation sheet

RELIGON Religious structure, church school,
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structural density within the District has remained relatively high, in
ﬁart aresult of the high occupancy rate. The |owdensity inthe north
alf of Gty Block 32 resulted fromafire which destroyed a large
flour mll; Gty Bock 17, bounded by Front, Jefferson and Market
Streets, onthe other hand was never densely built. A nost all of the
District buildi n?s have been very well naintained. Except for
alterations to first story storefronts (Photos #2, 11, 15), they
exhibit a high de?ree of integrity with strong second and third stories
retaining orrginal cornices, dorners, slate mansards, and ornamental
cast Iron bal conies.

Al non-contributing buildings are designated by an asterisk on the
Architectural Survey Myp; they include post-Vorld Ver |1 buildings
which are less than fifty years old,(largely one-story conmercial
infill) (Photos #2, 24, both 2nd from right); and historic properties
whi ch have lost integrity through radical tacade alteration (Photo »15,
3rd and 4th on left).

All contributing buildings are coded by letter and nunier on the
Architectural Survey Mp under eight classificationsbased on styleand
historic function.

Federal /G eek Revival. circa 1849r 18%. (bded A (Photos 4 1 through
15).  This group is largely represented by vernacular interpretations
of Federal and/or Geek Revival styles; it contains one of the |argest
single collections of buildings (about one-fourth of the total) an
enjoyed the greatest longevity. All rest on stone foundations and all
except twoare brick. The mpjority are three bays wide and rise two
stories with first story utilized as commercial space and second for
residential; afeware one story commercial. Six buildings which are
entirely residential are al | detached, single famly, twoto five bays
w de except for one nine-bay multi-famly at 9 WMin (Photo #2).
Typical Iy facades are symretncal and feature openings headed wth

el ther jack arches, ||nte|s or segnental arches; roofs are gabled
or occasionally |0W-h| PF Qnanentation is restrained, generally
limted tobrick dentilling, stringcourses, recessed panelin? and
pilasters. Several feature decorative cast iron balconies, lintelsor
storefronts. Wile the mjority of roofs are side-gabled, five feature
street-front gables or shaped paraﬁets sonetines pierced with an attic
w ndow or |unette. The twoframe houses, 311 W Third (Photo 3) and
24 WHont (Photo 1,left) are both clapboard; 24 Front features
braced frane construction with brick nog%i ng. Adamor Federal Style
round- arched w ndows recessed i nlarger brick arches and pilaster

10I*«01»
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strips articulateSt.Francis Borgia Church and the facade of its 18%
rectory which was designed to harnoni ze with the church building
(Photos # 13, 14), although the round-arched corbel table trimof both
bui | dings evokes Early Ronanesque Revival .

[talianate/ Second Enpire. 1865-1900. Gxded | (Photos i H. 1™ IL,. Igj.
27). These closely related styles are represented by fourteen

bui ldings, ten of which are tw or three story brick buildings wth
storefronts and flats above. Mst are concentrated along Min Street.
The salient stylistic features are bold, projecting cornices wth wod
brackets (sone with incised scrollwork panels), or corbelled brickwork
imtating brackets, and dornered nansard roofs. In other respects the
buildings differ little fromthe standard 19th and early 20th century
planar brick facade articulated wth segnental |y arched w ndows. Tw
residential exanples, 310 Bm (Pnhoto #1/7,foreground) and 115 Gedar
(Photo #18) (the latter a large private hone [ater used as a convent),
also feature Itallanatecornices as the prinary stylistic elenent. In
addition to a corbelled brick cornice, the 1884 forner parochial school
(now the Véshington Historical Society) at 314 W Min (Photo « 13) Is
formally articulated with round-arched third story wndows, brick

quoi ns and a pedi nented proj ectln% center bay; the rear elevation
features a second story porch with round-arched fenestration. The 1865
board and batten depot at 401 WHont (Photo #27,1eft) Is the only
frane building in this group.

Revival Styles, circa 188 r 1925 (ded C (Photos |
5.16.19.20.21.22.23.32). Wth a few exceptions the Revival styles are
expressed principallyin detailing on conmercial buildings, in plan
or roof forns In donestic structures. Frequently an ornanental pressed
brick or netal cornice isthe sole Revival feature on

comercial /residential properties, the buildings otherw se maintain the
standard planar, segnentally arched brick facades (Photo # 19, 3rd from
left). 113-15 Hm received a nore elaborate treatnent at the second
story, sheathed with a highly decorative galvanized steel front (Photos
#0, 2d fromleft; #21), and on side elevations which are covered with
the sane naterial st with a brick pattern. The three-story
Fonanesque Revival building at 127 Bm (Photo #20, left foreground) is
the largest and nost fully devel oped Revival style conmercial structure
in the District. Athough Fonanesque detailing i s enpl oyed around the
two-story, center entrance-bay of 225 Cedar, standard se"nentallly
arched fenestration patterns articulatethe 1890 forner parochia

school  bui | di n?. Four of the total fourteen Revival buildings are
detached, single famly dwellings. Al are Queen Ane style, the nost
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popul ar late 19th century donestic style inthe city. Three are nodest
one-and one-hal f-story brick vernacul ar houses In wnich a gabl ed
projecting front bay or cross-T%abIed roof isthe prinmary stErlistic form
(Photo #4, 2nd fromright). e Henry Thlas house at 304 Hm (listed
in the National Register), perhaps the finest Queen Ane house in

Véishi ngton, features an i1rregular plan with projecting bays, elaborated
brickwork and Eastlake wood porch. A fineterra cottatrinmed
Wdterworks Building at 1 Front Street (Photo #32) Is also articul ated
in a donestic Queen Anne style. Early 20th century Cl assical Revival
design is featured inthe Calvin Theater of 1909 (Photo #22, |eft
foreground), the 1922 US Post Ofice on Lafayette (Photo #23,
fforegrou?]d, and the Tibbe Power Plant at 426 WHont (Photo #5, 3rd
romright).

Strly Twentieth Century, circa 1905-1940. ded D (Photos #* 19" 13
through 26). This group of twenty-one buildings includes nunerous one-
and two-story conmercial buildings, four residential buildings, a gas
station, depot. Masonic Lodge, and a parochial school. All show

I nfl uence o pro?ressi ve 20th century design traditions, including
Qaftsman, Bungaloid, Art Deco and Mbderne. The Graftsnan aestheticis
best expressed in the 1923 depot (Photo # 6, left) with its overhangi ng
eaves supported Ig&?e vwood brackets and rectangular openings wth
tripart upper sash; In several comrercial/residential buildings
which feature facades with glazed brick or terra cotta patterning al ong
with terra cotta stringcourses and cornice coping (Photos #19, #24,
mddl eground; #25, left). These buildings usually enpl oy rectangul ar
wndows with tripart upper sash. The Msonic Lodge (Photo #23, 2nd
fromleft) along wth several other buildings (Photo #24) have corbel ed
brick cornices resenbling Qaftsnan brackets; the earlier buildings
(circa 1910) typically enpl oy segnental |y arched openings. Residential
exanpl es include a bungal ow at 7 Lafayette, and a foursquare at 306
Bm The 194 St. Francis Borgia parochial school (Photo #26) is an
excel lent exanpl e of Art Deco design featuring sal non color brick and
terra cotta; the 1%1 addition to the south replicatesthe materials
and design of the original section. A few circa 193540 buildings are
articulated in a nore streamined Mderne fashion, and typically are
faced with light colored glazed brick trimmed with horizontal bands of
darker brick %Photo #25, right).

Gommercial . ded Wth Black Bar

This designation Indicates that historically the building (or part of
it) was used for conmercial purposes. Since very few properties were
constructed exclusively for conmerce, the black bar code at the front
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of theproperty parcel generally refers toa first story storefront.
Institutional. 1866-1934. (ded 1 (Photos £ 13.14.18.23. 26). The
District's eight institutional buildings are represented by all of the
stylistic classifications and have been discussed above. The group
includes theUS Post Office at 123 Lafayette, the Masonic Lodge at
109 Lﬁfayette, and six buildings associated with St. Francis Borgia
pari sh.

Industrial. circa 1865-1935. (bded Z (Photos # 4. 5. £1 through 30).
The articulation of thetwelve industrial buildings generally follows
materials, forns and detailingof commercial/residential properties
dating tothe sane period of construction. They are usually devoid of
stylistic ornanent but occasionally exhibit generic corbeled brick
cornices. The earliest, a circa 1865 pork packing structure at 314
WFront, features two-story brick pilasters and a raised parapet

Il lustrated by a group of Federal /G eek Revival buildings. Typically,
industrial buildings have brick nasonry walls resting on stone
foundations, and have regular fenestration of segnental arches until
after theturn-of thecenturg when sol di er course brick lintels are
nore often enployed. The additions totheMssouri Merschaum Gonpany
factory at 400-20 W Front (Photo #27 and Survey M) clearly

i llustrate this change in wndow form An underground reservoir
(adaptively reused for comnmercial storage), four iron grain bins behind
the three-story brick mll at 26 EFront (Photo #29), and four
reinforced concrete storage bins behind 217-19 W Miin (Photo #30) also
are Included in theindustrial group, as is a smll brick building
housing a wel | and a related glazed brick warehouse at 8 Lafayette, and
a turn-of-the-century brick electrical power plant at 514 WHont
(Photo # 4, 3rdfrom right).

Residential (c. 1849 z 1930). (oded 3

This designation denotes fifteen buildings used only for residential
purposes (all are detached, single-famly except for two detached,

mul ti-famly), as well as nunerous buildings which mx residential use
with comercial and a fewwhich are institutional/residential or
industrial/residential and are doubl ed coded as such.



8. Ststement of Significsnce
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| | nationally e statewide [x] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X]JA O B [X]C 1 ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ~ A D c 111G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance
Ethnic Heritage C. 1849-1940
&oerivel eet ur e

I ndustry

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Unknown

Significant Dates
N A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Downt own VWshi ngton Historic District iseligible for [istingin
the National Register under Criteria Aand G and issignificant in the
followng areas: EMHNCHERTAG (1855 - 1940): Located in the
strongest area of Gernan settlenent in Mssouri, Véshington by the
1850s was a predomnantly Gernan town and renai ned so i n cust omand

| anguage until the FOSt Vorld Ver | years. Wth a Gernan newspaper,
church and parochial schools, Turnverein, along with nusical and drana
societies, the coomunity developed into acultural center for the

Ger nan- speaki ng popul at1on of northern Franklin county and nei ghboring
counties. ARHTECTURE (c. 1849 - 1940): Constructed circa 1849- 1940,
the District's mx of building types and styles characterizethe growh
and devel opnent of a 19th century Mssouri-German inmgrant settlement
into asmll 20th century city. Asinother Gernan tows and citiesin
M ssouri, brick was the preferred buildi n? material in Washi ngtonand

| ocal | y-made brick fashioned into vernacular adaptations of national
styles gave the town its historic identity. Inaddition, simlar
scal e, proportions, size and detailing inDistrict buildings contribute
to architectural cohesiveness. CMBERE |INXLSIRY (c.1855 - 1940):
E_nCOITIDaSSI ng Véshington's Central Business District and industrial
rivertront strip, the District includes alnost all of the city's
historic commercial and industrial properties which together provided
the economc base for its growh and prosperity. The conmercial
Propem es served as the prinary shopping center for the town and al so
or alarge rural clientel inthe surrounding area. Industrial
properties, including aflour mll, grainbins, lunber mll and neat
packing plant handled agricultural produce fromthe rich farnands
around Véshi ngton, and provided enpl oynent t olocal citizens. The
largest industrial plant, the Mssouri Meerschaum@npany, introduced a
uni que product, the corn cob pipe, which gained national recognition
and distribution; the conpany was a naj or enpl oyer intown.

(Al Periods of Significance indicated above were based on construction
dates of the earliest and |atest buildings).

fx| See continuation sheet



9. Malor Bibliographical References

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested

fx] previously listed in the National Register

I Ipreviously determined eligible by the National Register

I Idesignated a National Historic Landmark

fx| See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
| |State historic preservation office
I 1 Other State agency

| IFederal agency

Hcl Local government

| Irecorded by Historic American Buildings | I University
Survey # e Other
I Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # Washi ngton, M ssouri City Hall

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property approYima-hply "M ar-vpg

UTM References
AL i L[.’\ J oL JL B JoL JL
one Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
c N I T N B B D J oL
[Y| See continuation sheet

Veaba Boundary Description
See accompanying Site Map.

| |See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification District boundaries were determ ned on thenorth by t heM ssouri River,
and on t hesouth, east and west by a decline i ncontributingbuildings and/or a change
fromm xed use topurely residential devel opment.

| |See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Mary M Stiritz

organization date 12/19/88

street & number. 12 Wdown Terrace telephone (314) 721-6289

city or town St. Louis state MO .Zip code 63105
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FOND NGAD EARY H STARY

Located on the south bank of the Mssouri Rver about fifty mles
sout hwest of St. Louis, Véshington was advantageously sited at a good
natural ferry landing which was inuse long before the town was
officially platted in 1839. A though there exist records of |and
clains and scattered settlenent inthe Véshington area dating to the
late 18th century, it was onlﬁ after the Vo of 1812 that promse of
town devel opnent appeared with the steady mgrations of native
Anericans (chi efl?/ rom Kent ucky, Tennessee and Virginia) intothe
Mssouri Rver Valley. The organization of Franklin Gounty in 1818,
fol lowed by admssion of Mssouri into the United States three years
later, were incentives to honesteadi ng which pronpted a flurry of |and
clainms inthose years.

t he pioneer Southerners wio cane to Franklin Gounty in 1818 vwere
Kentuckians Wlliam G Qrens (1796-1834) and his wife, Lucinda, the
founders of Wshington. The Qnens took up residence a fewniles up
river fromWshington in Nw Port, the first county seat, but |ater
noved Inland to Lhion inthe late 1820s after it was selected as the
pernanent seat of governnent. Trained as an attorney, WI|iamQnens
al so began to Invest heavily inreal estate, and ,ourchased farmacreage
in 1826 whi ch included the Vdshington townsite, already knom at that
tine as "Vdshington Landing". Wth steamboats navigating the Mssouri
by 1819, and a rich agricultural trade devel opi n% i nthe countryside on
both sides of the river, Qwens clearly foresawthe potential for a
boomng river toan and began to sell town lots as early as 1829. The
town, however, was not officially laid out until 1839 by Ms. Lucinda
Qrens following her husband' s untinely death i n 1834.

The original town of Véshington consisted of a regular grid of twelve
whol e and thirteen fractional blocks extending fromthe riverfront
south to Third Street, and from Lafayette Street on the west to Locust
on the east. The majority of the 144 |ots neasured a generous 66 front
feet by 132 feet deep; streets were laid out 49 1/2 feet wde. Qnens
at first enticed settlers by offering afree lot to anyone wo woul d
build a substantial house on it. The earliest stores and hones vere
built of loghby Avericans on hillside riverfront blocks, but in the
early 1830s a few Gernans began locating inthe town. Avisitor to
Vdishington in 1834 found only one brick house, recently erected by

bl acksmth Phi neus Thonas, and |ess than a dozen |og or frane houses.
Wthin five years two substantial brick houses built outside the town
boundaries by Lucinda Qwens and fell ow Kentuckian Dr.Elijah MLean

i ntroduced sophisticated architectural styling to frontier Véshington
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with their Federal forns and detailing. Mlean's house stood on a
large tract he purchased in 1830 fromthe Qnens; in 1850 he opened a
subdi vision enbracing the District's 500 block of Vést Front Street.

ETHN CHR TAE

During the 1830s Mssouri began receiving a stead?; influx of Garnan
settlers which reached such proportions %y 1850 that the state ranked
fourth inthe size of its foreign-born Gernan popul ation. The

M ssissippi and Mssouri R ver systens provided excellent connections
fromthe port of Nw Qleans into Mssouri and facilitated devel opnent
of the strongest Gernan areas inthe state. A part of the "Gernan
bel t" which extended along both sides of the Mssouri R ver from
St.Louis, Franklin Gounty and its principal town, Véshington, were
areas of early Garnan settlenment inthe Mssouri Rver hill

country (Fig. ? Wile the 180 U S census showed no Garnanfamly
nanes in Franklin county, a decade |ater apﬁroxi nately one-third of the
county popul ation was Gernan, with an even higher percentage of Gernans
residing in S.Johns Townshi p where Véshi ngton was | ocated. (1)

Mich of the early emgration fromGernarg/ to Mssouri can be attributed
to the Influential witings of Gottfried Duden, first published in
Grnany in 1829. A Gernan |awer wo settled on a farmdirectly
across the river fromVdshington in Vérren county, Duden cane to
Mssouri on a fact-finding mssion to provide prospective immgrants
with first-hand information on opportunities and living conditionsin
the state. Hs conmtnent to pronote enmgration as a solutionto the
soci o-economc and political problens in Gernany was rewarded by

i nf | uenci nP thousands of Gernans to enmgrate to the Mdwest,
particularly Mssouri.

Véishington's first link inits Gxnan chain of mgration was directed
to the area in 1833 by Duden's Report, albeit as a last resort wen
lans to settle along the Illinois Rver went awy due to aleaking
oat. The group of twelve Catholic famlies fromthe Gnabruck
District, province of Hannover, instead headed up the Mssouri R ver
toward Duden's Vdrren county, but were persuaded by the Captain to |and
on the south bank at Véshi ngton where they were assured of findinga
heal thier climate and a hospitable reception by M.Qnens. These
famlies forned the nucleus of St. Francis Borgia parish, ad in 1839
erected a log church about a mle south of the present church site at
Min ad Gedar. The chain of migration was thus set innotion, ad in
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the follow ng years Washington's popul ation was swelled by a sizable
Influx of Hannoverians. My of these early settlers engaged i n
farmng inand around the present corporate [imts of Washington, while
sone found work intow as day |aborers, blacksniths, carpenters,
shoenakers, storekeepers, tailors and the like.(2)

A notabl e exception to the generally agricultural or working-class
backgrounds of the first wave of Gernans was the |ife of Hannoverian
John F Mnse (1811-67) who cane t o Vshington i n 1837. | n 1838, Mnse
married Sarah Qnens, daughter of the town Tounders, and "by narriage
owned half of Vshington.” He then dedicated hinself to pronotion of
the town of Washington, and in 1842, opened a twelve block addition
which joined theoriginal town at Lafayette Street, extended west to
Cedar, and south fromthe river to Second Street. The Mnse Addition,
enconpassed by the present District, soon began t o energe as the town's
primary commercial district, aswell as aninstitutional focal point of
St.Francis Borgia parish which was constructing its first brick church
in 1845 on lots donated by John F Mense.

Wiile not the only religious denomnationearly establishedi n

Washi ngton, Gernan Catholic St. Francis Borgia was the domnant and

| argest congregation, a nmajor force of social cohesion intheimmgrant
conmunity with its |arge nenbership, parochial school system and social
clubs. Staffed by Gernan-speaking priests and nuns, the church and
school s fostered preservation of Gernan cultural traditions in the
conmunity. By 1866, the present brick church (Photo #13) was under
construction to neet the needs of the ?row' ng pari sh. e extensive
buil ding program of the church inthe tfollowng eighty years is
testimony t o the strong presence and central role of the parish in
Wshington (See Architectural Survey Map).

In the 1850s and 1860s \Mshi ngton reaped great benefits fromthe
upheaval in Gernany following the failure of the 1848 Revol uti on,
receiving a steady streamof prosperous, educated Gernans who began t o
nake significant contributions tothetow's comercial, industrial and
cultural growth aswell astoits architectural devel oprent.
Vshington, inturn, offered these nen a small but securely established
communi ty of Duden's fol | owers, favorably situated on high terrain with
excel l ent commercial prospects with the lively steanboat traffic,
proximty to St. Louis markets, and thriving countrK trade.
Construction of the Pacific Railroad connecting Wshington t o St.Louis
in early 1855 and soon after to Jefferson City, the state capital, was
a further incentive tosettlement.(3)
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During the 1850s Wshington matured institutionally through the efforts
of its Garman citizens who organized and transplanted cul tural
activities famliar to themin the honeland. The town becane t he
cultural center for the Duden Settlenent in Vrren Gounty as well as
for surrounding rural FranklinGounty. 1n1854, a drana club which had
been performng in nearby Hernann, M ssouri was brought to Vshi ngton
by August Leonard and Forty-Eighter Gtto Brix from Berlin. Asizable
hall, the Theaterverein, which stands outside the District was builtin
1855 for stage productions which featured Gernan classical and popul ar
drana apparently entirely cast with local famlies. Thetheater

bui | ding al so was used for nusical performances which were supported by
a Misical Society and a Maennerchor both established inthe early
1850s. Later, several |ocal bands and orchestras were organized and

of fered concert nusic.(4)

Less than a decade after the first St. Louis Turnverein was founded, a
grouP of thirteen nen organi zed Wshington's Turner Society in 1859.
The tirst president was Franz Wl hel m, an 1848er from Baden who had
served as a gymmastic teacher before emgration. After disbanding
during the Civil Vér years, the society reorganized in 1865, and the
next year constructed a Turnverein building ?outsidethe District?,
designed by Oto Brix. In addition t ogymastics, the building al so
hosted nany social activities of the town. 1 n1868 the Turners added
a drana sectiontotheir program filling a conmunity need after the
Theaterverein closed its doors in 1866. Turners remained active in
Véshi ngton until 1932 when the E ks purchased their building.(5)

Bilingual publication of Washington's first newspaper in 1856 initiated
a tradition of Gernan journalismthere which was another indication of
its growing inportance as a center of Gernan culture. Adel bert

Baudi ssin, editor and proprietor of The FrankiinCourier, as it was
called, was a former count from Hol steinwo was anong those who fled
Grnany after the 1848 uBrisi ng. An educated nan of considerable
neans, Baudissin al so published a handbook for prospective emgrantsto
Mssouri simlar in Purpose t oDuden' s work. Two nore Gernan BaPers
were incirculation ror afewyears inthe mdand |ate 1860s before
Qto Brix founded De Wshingtoner Post in 1869. The Post perpetuated
thg zm()tGSIer tongue for German-reading patrons of Franklincounty until
1912.

During the Civil Ver years Wshington becane a hotbed of Radical
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Lhi oni smwhose outcries could be heard at fiery neetings in the
Theaterverein Building, earning it the nane, "Liberty Hall". Staunchly
opposed t oslavery in acounty whose slave hol dings exceeded 2000 i n
1860, Véshi ngton Gernans took a courageous public stand against native
Anerican southerners who defended slavery and state rights. Nunerous
local Gernans, nany trained inthe Gernan arnz;, answered the call t o
arns. npany Gof the 17th Reginent was |led by Franz Wl hem of
Vashington. Thecity itself, however, suffered little danage from the
war. Aone-day Confederate raid i n 1864 destroyed sone property and
t]gokhtV\olives, but that wasthe |imt of disturbance for the duration
of thewar.

Wne production and beer brew n?, two occupations usual |y associated
with Grnans in Mssouri were also in evidence in Véshington. Early
success of viticulture inthe neighboring Hernann area encour aged
Vshi ngton Gernans to take it uE. | n18/0, a Wne Exposition was held
inthecity, five years later the Mssouri Gazette noted w newas
growing in inportance and being manufactured by several local firms.
Althoug?h no properties associ ated with w ne-nmaki ng have yet been
identiftied, 1 tislikely that sone exist since i tis reported that
"plantings were so extensive vineyards were |aid out inthe undevel oped
streets of the town." (8% Two brewers were already workingi n
Vshington in 1850 but the prinmary brewery was not established until
184 when John B Busch from Hesse- Darnstedt began production. The

ol der brother of Adol phus Busch, the St. Louis beer baron, John Busch
in ﬁartnershipwith his brother, Henry, and Fred Gersie was brewng i n
Vshi ngt on a decade before Adol phus entered the industry. Anon-
([:)Qntiguous conpl ex of brick brewery buildings stands outside the
istrict.

Vshi ngton continued t oattract newGrnan immgrants throughout t he
19th century. Asurvey of the 1900 census showed approxi mately one-
third of the head of househol ds was German-born, and possibly as nuch
as athird nore had Gernan parentage. Until Wrld Ver | the Garnan

| anguage was used in Wshi ngton parochial schools and |ingeredon in
church services until the Wrld Ver I era. Adescription of the city
of 6,756 residents inthe WA guide to Mssouri, published i n 1941,
found it still tobea "tranquil Gernan community onthe Mssouri River
with adistinct Qd-Wrld flavor", where nany Gernan custons survived
and Garnan was of ten spoken onthestreets.(9)

ARH TECTURE
Throughout its building history, Véshington has consistently beena
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city of structuresdisplayinga high qualityof materials and
craftsmanship as well as solid design, although the majority of

bui I dings would be classified as vernacular or folk architecture. The
long line of skilled architects, carpenter/builders, and brick and
stone nasons wo |ived and worked inthe city, the abundance of

clays for brick manufacture, along with the presence of [uner mlls,
provided a fertile clinmate for architectural devel opnent. In
retrospect, it seens no surprisethat the toan produced four young nen
of Grnan descent wo becane promnent St. Louis architects: Qto
Wihelm, Louis and Gscar Millgardt and August Beinke, yet still
remarkable inviewof the city's population in 1900 of just over 3000.

Awvays a mx of residential, conmercial, institutional and industrial
bui | dings, few streets even inthe city center were densely built.
Qly on Minad Hm the prinary conmerical arteries, were |ots
frequently subdivided to permt construction of solid rows of
buildings. As late as the 1926 Sanborn nap, |arge spaces of

undevel oped |and renained on Front Street, sone used for open storage
or containing small sheds or barns |ater renoved.

Possibly the ol dest frane house inthe city, 24 W Font Street (Photo
# 1-left)), was built in 1849 hy Zachariah Foss, a carpenter from
Mine. |t isan unusual exanple of braced frane construction wth
brick nogging, ad isone of the few early houses survivingfrom
Véishi ngton' s first period of growth.

B/ 1850, brick construction was overt aki nE log and frane, rapidly
inparting a substantial and pernanent look to the town. A least four
bri ckmasons were usiarrg local clay for brick nanufacture at that tine:
Joseph W Ferguson son Rchard from Kent uck%/, and Hannoveri an

Mat hias Thias and son Henry. A decade later, thirteen bricknasons were
working in Véshington; all but four were Garnan (the Fergusons and two
nen fromHolland). By the late 19th century Gernans controlled the
brick Industry. A lithograph of Véshington in 1858 reveal s an
articulated skylinewth a surprising nunier of tw-, three- and even
four-story buildings standing. The vehiclesof conmerce, the train and
the steanboat, punctuate the riverfront.

Designed in a vernacul ar adaptation of Federal/Qeek Revival style, the
bui | dings of the 1850s and 1860s introduced a conservative classical
design tradition which held fast for decades to cone. Wiile the city's
bui | ders and architects were responsive to changing national stylistic
trends in succeeding periods, there nonetheless remained a conmen
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denomnator of materials, formand articulation which gave a
hom)geneitt/) to nuch of the city's architecture. This consistency,
evidenced by the use of unpretentious planar facades, heavy-scaled
brick nmasonry, restrained ornanent, along with specific detailing such
as segmental arches and brick corbelled cornices, expressed the val ues
shared by both owners and builders: a respect and pride infine
craftsmanship, materials, and sinple, clearly stated, dignified forns
guided by a principle of utility,

The hones and work place of a prosperous, aspiring Gernan nerchant
class, the mjority of the two-story brick buildings reserved first
story roons for comercial use and upper floors as living quarters.
Five District buildings, distinguished by a hallmark streetfront gable
or high shaped parapet, are anong a group of eleven surviving inthe
city which Charles van Ravenswaay's study of Mssouri-Gernan
architecture cites as unique inthe state.(10) The group includes
August Roetger's circa 1855 building at 120 W Front (Photo #10), the
Bo_rk packi n? Pl ant of Gerhardt Tod at 314 W Front, the stepped-gabl ed
uildings of furniture dealers John E B ecknann (Photo # 11) and WH
Qto at 211 Hm and John D Gothaus's establishnent at 201 Main
Street (Photott 12). Qe large building at 104-08 W Min (Photo  15)
shares sone fam |y resenblance to the group with its parapeted chi nneys
and broad gable-end fronting the street. A simlar architectural
vocabul ary could be found inpromnent St. Louis Geek Revival or
neocl assical buildings of the late 1830s, 40s and 50s, although
virtual Iy none survive. Nbst of the St.Louis designs were fashioned in
stone, and thus were given a new expression when translated into brick
masonry by Véshington's skillful builders and nasons.

Al though somewhat | ess inposi n?, another group of two- and three-story
residential and comercial buildings exhibits a stately but nore
conventional classicismusually featuring side-gabled roofs and brick
dentilling or stringcoursesat the cornice. Several buildings of the
1850s and 60s, however, are particularly noteworthy for their fine
early ornanental cast iron (Photos # 1,5,7). A balcony railing design
(Photo * 8) which appears on two District buildings has been identified
in the catal ogue of MMirrray, Smth & Judge, a promnent St. Louis iron
manuf act urer whose once prolific work has all but disappeared in
St.Louis. A later, 1880s conmercial block at the northeast corner of
Min and Bm (Photott 16-right) displays a fine cast iron store front
which al so nost probably was nanufactured by a St. Louis foundry. The
building's restrained cornice treatnent with bands of recessed paneling
and dentil work recalls designs of the 1850s as do the pilasters,
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paneling and nol ded brickwork of the 1891 Conmercial Hotel addition at
108 Hm Both buildingstestify to the conservative design tradition
which nurtured later builders. St.Francis Borgia Church (Photo # 13)
al so di splays neoclassical features and brickwork which are related to
early design practices. Adamor Federal style round-arched w ndows
recessed in larger brick arches, and pilaster striBs are the primry
articulating notifs, although the round-arched corbel tables trinmmng
the gable and nave el evations evoke the Early Ronanesque Revival .

M 1869 Bird's Be Mewof Wshington illustrates the city's remarkable
devel opnent since its depictionin 188  Structural density was
concentrated in the blocks between Market and Cedar, and Front and
Fifth Streets, although uninproved land narred by gullies still

remai ned in sone pl aces éPhoto #31). Qutside those boundaries only
scattered dwellings stood, which was still the case when the 1893
Sanborn nap was published. Véshington's growing reputationfor fine
architecture was noted inthe 1875 Cazetteer gf Mssouri whose author
described the recently Incorporated city as having "nany el egant
anate residences and nunerous, coinnod us and substantial business
locks." The writer also nentioned the town's six brickyards,
producing nearly 4 Y2 mllion bricks in 1873, "five or six
architectural conpanies", and boasted that "an unusually [|arge
proportion of its buildingsare of brick - but very few being of wood."
(115) Hs estimate of brick buildings nust have been based on the large
commerci al /residential blocks since figuresof an 186 |ocal census
listed 187 brick houses and 93 of franme construction. Clearly, brick
ves the preferred buildi n? material and domnated 19th century
construction, yet sinple frane houses continued to be built in various
sizes and forns (Photo # 3).

Paral l eling the mainstream neocl assical node, the newer Itallanate
fashion nade its first appearance in donestic architecture, but was
nore widely adopted in |ater conmercial buildingsof the 1880s and 90s.
Itallanate traits usually are limted to cornice treatment. A though
round-arched openings were a popular Itallanate stylistic el ement

enpl oyed in even nodest buil dings el sewhere in M ssouri, shington
bui | ders al nost exl usively adhered to the segnental arch. The
Itallanate and closely related Second Enpire or Minsard styles
eventual |y supplanted the neoclassical as the fashionable commercial
inage i n Vshington. Mst exanpl es are concentrated along Min Street
(Photos # 15,16). The profiles of their promnent projectingcornices
and dornered mansard roofs introduced a new visual dinension which
enlivened the streetscape. Qe of the earliest, the 1880 Bank of
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Véishington at 114-16 W Min, vas given further interest with accents
of carved stone trim The nodernizing of 216 W Min around 18385 wth
a new nansard roof and storefront confirned popul ar acceptance of the
style. Sanding in 1864 wen HM Mnse held title, the building was
purchased in 185 by Joseph Schmdt, an 1870 emgrant from Freiburg,
Grnany, wo established his jewelry firminthe new storefront.  The
| argest representative of the Second Enpire style, 107-11 W Min was
built in 189%5 as a general store by John F. Droege, a native of
Hannover, Gernany, born in 1843,  The building's Itallanate cornice of
corbeled brickwork deviates fromthe usual netal or wood bracketed
exanpl es. A sophisticationof design isdisplayed inthe pavilion-Iike
effect of the center three bays which are stepped forward, separately
roofed, and trinmed with iron cresting. Inthe sane year [roege's
store was erected, construction of another l|arge block was underway at
the northwest corner of Hm and Second Streets (Photo # 20). Mst
probabl y architect-designed, this building heral ded two si?nificant
"firsts" for Véshington: all three floors were devoted exclusivelyto
commercial uses Instead of the usual plan of residential upper floors;
the design abruptly departed fromcurrent fashion, introducing up-to-
date urbanistic R chardsonlan Ronanesque Revival features in 1ts broad,
round-arched entrances, tower on the south elevation housing an Qtis
Hydraulic Eevator, and large, square tripart wndows, permtting
generous entry of |ight.

A special trade edition of the Véshington Journal in Decenber 18%
reveal ed an unusual sense of |ocal ﬁrlde and respect for the city's
bui l ding traditionswen the publisher characterized Wshington as, "A
Solid Town of Brick!" constructed "like the old biblical story of the
house upon a rock", itsbuildings, streets and sidewalks "in keeping
wth itsfoundation, being nearly all of brick and stone.” (122
Athough at the end of the 19th century a diverse assortnent of Revival
styles began to appear in Véshington's architecture, the ngjority of
bui | di nPs were little affected. The conservative bias towards

unenbel i shed planar brick facades articulatedwth famliar forns wves
as nuch in evidence in coomercial and donestic buildings as it was in
industrial designs such as the Mssouri Merschaum Gonpany plant (Photo
# 27) or the Gant Flour MII at 26 E Front (Photo #29).

Revival styles nost commonly were reflected in conmercial buildings
only as systens of ornanent. Such isthe case at 113-15 Hm which
features a highly decorative gal vanized steel front manufactured by the
Mesker Bros. Gonpany of St.Louis (Photo #21). Mre fully devel oped
styles, however, nay be found in such buildings as the Queen Anne terra
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cotta-trimmed, VMterworks Buildingof 1888 at 1 Vést Front (Photo #32),
and the C assical Revival designs of the Tibbe Power Plant (1915)
designed by St. Louis architect Theodore Link (Photo #5, 3rd from
right), the Calvin Theater (1909) at 311 Hm(Photo #22) designed by
Kansas City architect E C. Little, andthe 1922 Post Office on Lafayette
(Photo #23). Interns of nunbers cityw de. Queen Anne was the nost
popul ar residential style. The 1888 Henry Thias house at 304 Hm
(listed inthe National Register) is perhaps the finest exanple, but
there are nany good vernacul ar or folk interpretations of Queen Aine
houses such as 518 W Front (Photo # 4, second from right).

Sone early 20th century designs in Véshington began t o show ! nfluence

of progressive ideals advocated national |y by architects who argued
against Hgh Victorian picturesqueness and excessive ornanent. | n sone
respects |ocal builders and architects had never strayed far from these
ideals, sothat nany of the newdesign el enents blended easily with the
old. The first newhouse type t oappear was the foursquare, around

1905, represented inthe District by 306 Hm(Photo #17, mddl eground).
Md t olate 1920s Bungal ows form the |argest group of new house designs
citywmde, andthe District Includes one exanple at 7 Lafayette.

Several two-story brick commercial/residential propertieswere erected
circa 1905-1930 whose nost salient stylistic trait is acorbeled brick
cornice resenbling QGaftsman brackets (Photo # 24) al so enployed in the
1929 Masoni ¢ Lodge at 109 Lafayette. (her comercial buildings

display the Qaftsman aesthetic in facades accented with restrained
brick patterning (Photo # 25,left).

Later devel opnents of the Mbdern Mvenent can be found inthe city's
architecture of the 1930s and early 1940s. Qe of the nost inpressive
exanples isthe building erected i n 1934 for St.Francis Borgia Hgh
School at the sout hwest corner of Gedar and Second Streets (Photo #26),
a handsone Art Deco design inbrick andterra cotta nowin use as a
parochial grade school. The school was enlarged in 1951w th an
addition extending to Third Street which replicates the original
section. The streamined Mbderne | ook subsequently introduced a facade
treatment which was imtated in several small commercial structures
(Photos #25).

CONMREH | NDLSIRY

The District includes virtually all of the city's historic connercial
bui I dings; they are found in greatest density along Min and B m
Streets, andto a lesser extent on Front Street where the mpjority of
industrial structuresare concentrated. \ashington's early devel opnent
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as an inportant regional comnmercial and industrial center was greatly
facilitated by the excellent transportation systens there. Mssouri
R ver steanboats were |oading at Véshington in the 1820s, and in 1855
the Pacific Railroad connected Vdshington to St.Louis on the east and
Jefferson City on the west. A sinple board and batten frane depot,
currently being restored, was constructed in 1865 after Confederate
troops destroyed the first one. In 1923 when a rew brick passenger
depot was erected at 301-223 W Front, the frane depot vwas naved toits
present site at 400 W Front and put in service as a freight depot.
@Gad inland roads and |anes which traversed theagricul tural
hinterlands al so contributed to devel opnent of the transportation
network; by 1866, a sixteen feet wde, nacademzed road was under
construction between Véshington and Lhion, the county seat.

Fromthe first, the town's coomercial and industrial progress was
integrally tied to the prosperity of the farmands around it.
Processing plants and warehouses for farmproducts, retail stores, and
saloons and hotels were supported by a large, rural clientel wo cane
fromas far as fifty mles anay. Homabout 1840-1870, Franklin county
was the banner county in the state both in quantity and quality for the
production of tobacco, which was highly prized inthe Nw Qleans
nmarket. A large tobacco warehouse once stood on the riverfront. A

| east one 1850s property is associated with this early tobacco trade,
the house and ShOE of Bernard Wlese at 430 Front Street (Photo # 5
right) ; itislikely that there are others as nany small cigar
factories were in operation.

During the 1850s, 60s, and 70s consuner narkets were rapidly expandi ng
and construction of stores correspondingly Increased. the

busi ness shops erected in those boonng decades which stand in the
District today are three general stores, three furniture stores, and
three hotels or inns, the latter all conveniently located on Front
Street near river and rail transportation.

Qe of the first brick hotels in Véshington vas erected in 185, the
sane year the railroad reached Véshington. Located at the southwest
corner of Front and Hm across fromthe Pacific Railroad depot, the
hostelry was aptly naned the Pacific Hotel. The building, which also
housed the "Cheap Cash Store", was erected by Christopher H Kahnamn
(1826-94) wo first settled in Gncinnati after |eavi n% Hannover ,
Grnany wen he vas eighteen. Hs work as a boat steward brought him
to St.Louis where he noved around 1847 to nanage a hotel and
restaurant. By the tine Kahnann noved to Véshington in 1855, he
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obvi ously hed acguired consi derabl e capital for investnent. That sane
ear he purchased the west half of Block 35 in Mnse' s Addition where
e established the town's first pork packing plant, and later, in 1868,
built the large two-story, six-bay brick building standing at the
northeast corner of Second and Hm (Photo # 7). Kahnann's enterprising
spirit earned him a reputation as one of the town' s great boosters and
promoters; an accolade in the 1888 Franklin Gounty Hstory noted that
"for years he was the nost influential and substantial citizen of
Véishington.” (13) H's son George devel oped the renaining parcels on
the east side of Hmwth the GConmercial Hotel (1887-91), replacinghis
father's pork house, and the building at 114 Bm where D ckbrader's
Har dwar e opened in 1830 (Photo #7).

In 1858, Kahnann sold the Pacific Hitel to Frederick Vghl gemuth from
Hesse Kassel. Tw years later, VMl hgemut h purchased a | ot across the
street where he built an even larger hotel rising three full stories
and extending seven bays on both Front and Hm Streets (Photo #6, right
mddl eground). WIliam V@l f fromWirtenburg vas nanagi ng the hot el
under his nane in the early 1870s. A block east of the V@l f Hotel is
the innat 120 W Front (Pnhoto #10,1eft) erected c. 1855 hy Prussian-
born August Roetger wo al so worked as a cabi net naker .

The largest pork packing plant In 19th century Véshi ngton, 314 Front
Street, was operated fromc.1870-91 by Gerhardt Tod from Hesse, whose
resources were valued at $100,000. A contenporary described the

t housands of hogs brought to Véshington by both ferry and wagons which
lined roads fromthe south and west. During the 1873-74 season, over
12,000 hogs were packed by Véshington firns.(14) Blacksmthing, an
essential serviceof the town throughout the 19th and early 20th
centuries, is reﬁresented by the burlding at 409 W Min Street,
constructed in the md-1880s by Hannoverian John F. B ecknann and
renodel ed and enlarged circa 1940 by his descendents wo continued one
of the town's prinary blacksmth and nachi ne shops.

During the last quarter of the 19th century new buildings wth
comnerical storefronts nushrooned along Mun Street and also filled in
parcels on Hm They offered a variety of retail shopping for
mllinery, shoes, clothing and tailoring, hardware, jewelry, drugs, and
bakery goods; new saloons and restaurants were al so established. Ny
of these buildings were erected by nerchants wo previously were
located in smaller, older stores, axd now required IargerF&t(Jarters to
neet the denands of trade. Both Henry Trentnann and J. L. Hake
establ i shed boots and shoe businesses in the 1870s, but |ater erected
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buildings of their om Hake in 1881 at 113 W Min, and Trentnann i n
1892 at 107 Hm By the md-1890s Hake had becone t he princi pal shoe
manuf act urer i n Wshi ngton, enpl oying 35 nen wo daily turned out 100
pairs of shoes whi ch were shipped throughout the state. Hke's plant
was also the first nodern factory with a lineshaft powered by a steam
engine. The construction in 1880 of a handson@ new three-story bank

burlding at 114-16 W Min by the Bank of Vdshi ngton, founded 1 n 1877,
was an Indicator of thecity's economc maturity.

Anong t he busi nesses opened later immgrants was the bakery of Paul
Schmdl e and Julius Fontach, both of inomemgrated i n 1883. | n 1889,
they purchased the building erected by C H Kahnamn at 120 Hm after
their partnership was dissolved in 1902, Schmdl e continued there until
about 1920 and Fonbach established hinsel f at 123-25 W M n.

The two largest stores intoan were both constructed in 1895 for
successful nerchants wo had operated general stores in Véshington for
nany years. John G Droege's new nine-bay building at 107-11 WNai n
fronted 60 feet on Min with a depth of 85 feet. Aspecial featurefor
the vehicles and horses of the farmtrade was a Iar?e "Vegon Yard" with
covered stalls and feed boxes located at the rear of the store.

Anthony and J.B. Kahnann vere continuing the business of their father,
Eberhardt, wen they undertook construction of Véshington's |argest
conmercial building at the northwest corner of Second and Hm
Athough the Decenmer 13, 1895 issue of the Véshi ngton Jour nal
Bu_bh_shed a photograph of their recently conpleted three-stor

uilding, they aﬂparen_tly never noved indue to financial probl ens
resulting formthe national Panic of 1893. |Instead, the building was
taken over by Gto & @., furniture dealers wio were then |ocated one
block south at 211 Hm a building erected by founder WiliamH QGto
in the 1870s. The Qto Furniture Gjnﬂnaw_stlll occupi es the 1895
Bu!llg[ ng today, and Droege's Supernarket i slocated 1nthe Min Street
ui | di ng.

Véishi ngton, by the close of the 19th century, was indeed the "busy
little city" described by the Véshington Journal.  Celebrating the
town's growth and prosperity, as well as its quality of life, the paper
reported that Véshington's nunerous manufacturing interests, resulting
in its high enpl oynent rate, gave the conmunity claimto "fewer genuine
| oafers” than "in thousands of tows having only one-tenth her

popul ation."(15) The city also boasted streets and buildings |ighted
wth electricity introduced by Anton Ti bbe whose conpany al so of fered

t el ephone service to Lhion, the county seat. Aound the turn of the
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century, Tibbe's plant was located at 514 W Front (Photo # 4, 3rd
fromright) ad connected by spurr lines to the nain track of the
Mssouri Pacific Railroad. Mbdern inprovenents in nunicipal services
additionally included a waterworks plant of 1888 at the foot of
Jefferson Street (Photo #32), a sewage system and regular street and
gutter cleaning.

A though wheat had not been the earliest profitable cash crop in
Franklin county, by the early 1870s Véshington had two |arge steam
flour mlls running. In 1881, another mll was established by the
Degen, Breckenkanp Gonpany, wo al so operated a planing mll on the
sane site at 1826 E Front Street. e building histories of these
structures are not entirely clear, but 1893-98 Sanborn naps indicate
that 24 Front was always a planing mll, perhaps on the site earlier,
and 1822 Front, a lunmer and flour warehouse. The three-story brick
building at the rear of 26 Front (Photo #29,left) was built in 1900,
probably by Gant Tower MIling Gnpany, flour mllers wo appear at
that address on the 1908-26 Sanborns. The large iron grain bins (Photo
#29) behind this building were built about 1915 along with the one-
story building facing Front Street. The nill had a capacity of 100
bushel s per twenty-four hours. Four reinforced concrete wheat bins
(Photo #30) were constructed circa 1910 by the town's largest mll, the
Véishi ngton Fl our MII G)np)an?/ which had a daily production capacity of
400 bushels. The bins were located behind the mll (destroyed by fire
in nore recent history) in Gty Bock 32

Véshi ngton' s uni que industry, the manufacture of corn cob pipes,
earned the city a national r\iﬁutation as the world's entire supplier of
comrerm ally nade cob p| pes while producing a conmodi ty whi ch gave

| oynent to local men, veonen and even children. In 1878 Henry
T| be, a native of Hblland wo cane to Veshington in 1870 as awood
craftsman, secured a patent for a lathe turned corncob pipe finished
wth plaster of paris. Wden first narketed the product net wth great
success, and in 1886, the firmwas incorporated as H Tibbe & O.,
known al so as the Mssouri Merschaum Gonpany. The first section of
the large conplex still manufacturing today at 400-20 W Front Street
(Photo #27) wes erected in 1886, and as production denanded, additions
were nade in 1890, 1905 and 1920. In 1895, it was reported that 8 nen
were enpl oyed, and 25,000 pipes were nanufactured daily. A about the
time Tibbe's patent expired, other pipe firns entered the Industry.
Qe of these, Hrschl and Bendheim had been St. Louis jobbers for
Mssouri Merschaum and had established their om factory inSt.
Louis.(16) In 1898 they noved to Véshington, |ocating in the forner
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pork packing building at 314 Front Street; as their business expanded,
a new brick warehouse was erected c.1920 at 324 Front.

During the first quarter of the 20th century, Vdshington's econony was
given a significant boost by construction of tw |arge shoe factories
outside the District boundaries. Both had large factory payrolls and
in the late 1930s were enﬂagyi ng over 1400 workers. In 1917, the
Mssouri Valley Qeanery began_rﬁroduction at a rew factory building
outside the District at 222 Gk. ese concerns were the inpetus for
popul ation growh which nore than doubl ed between 1910 and 1940, as
well as for the construction of new conmercial buildings andthe
remodel ing of ol der ones inthe domtomn area. HmStreet in

Barticul ar benefited fromthis commercial prosperity wth several nrew
uildings lining the street between Min and Fourth. The appearance of
new public buildings also reflected the boommng tines. Intheearly
1920s Vdshington gained a new railroad depot (Photo # 6,left), city
hall, and post office (Photo # 23, foreground); and inthe 1930s, a
large public el enentary school on Fifth Street, and a Catholic Hgh
School at CGedar and Second (Photo #26) whi ch was expanded al| the vay
to Third Street in 1951. The increased use of the autonobile during
the 1920s pronpted construction of public garages such as the building
at 21-17 Jefferson Street, as well as gas stations (Photo #25,
foreground) and repair shops throughout town; eventually, a bridge
spanned the Mssouri R ver in1935.

FGONOES

DRal ph Gegory, | he Gernan-Anericans iniije Vshington. M ssouri
Area, (Véshington: Mssourian Publishing G., 1981), pp.24; 31-2.

2)Qegory, pp. 67 22.
3)Gegory, pp. 37-41.
4)Qegory, pp. 66-67, 79-80.
5)Gegory, pp. 55-57.

6) G egory, pp. 48-50.
7)Gegory, pp. 51-53.
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State. (New York: Duel!, Soan & Pearce, 1941), p. 392

10) Charles van Ravenswaay, | hg Arts and Architecture gf Gernan

Settlements i nMssouri. (Golunbia, MD University of Mssouri Press,
1977), pp. 242-47,

11) RA Canpbel |, Canpbel | ' s Gazatteer of Mssouri. (St.Louis:
np., 1875, pp. 205 06.

12) Vdshi ngton Journal 13 Decentoer 1895.

13) Hstory gf Franklin. Jefferson. Wshi ngton. Q awford and

%\sconade Counties. (Chicago: Godspeed Publishing G., 1888), pp, 770

~14) EB Mdure, Hstory of Wshington. Mssouri. (Véshington: The
Vdishi ngton Mssourian, 1939), p. 39.

15) Véishi ngton Journal 13 Decentoer 1895.
16) H G Kiel, 1hg Centennial Biographical Directory of Franklin

Qounty Mssouri. (Vdshington: n.p., 1925, reprinted, Vdshi ngton:
Mssourian Publishing G., 1986), pp. 54-55.
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Jefferson City, M ssouri 65102
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The following information isthe sane for al | photographs:

Photographer:  Mry M Stiritz
Date of Photo: Decenter, 1988
Neg. Location: Gty Hall, Véshington, M ssouri
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

X | private building(s)
X | public - Local X | district
public - State site
public - Federal structure
object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

90 16 buildings
0 6 sites
2 14 structures
0 0 objects
92 36 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

94 (See Sec. 7 Summary and Fig. 5)

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

COMMERCE/TRADE/specialty store

INDUSTRY/manufacturing

INDUSTRY/energy facility

DOMESTIC/multiple dwelling

DOMESTIC/single dwelling

RELIGIOUS!/ religious building, church school

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

COMMERCE/TRADE/specialty store

INDUSTRY/manufacturing

INDUSTRY/energy facility

DOMESTIC/multiple dwelling

DOMESTIC/single dwelling

RELIGIOUS/ religious building, church school

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Greek Revival

Late Victorian

Late 19" and 20" Century Revivals

Late 19" and early 20" Century American

Movements

Federal

X NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION ON CONTINUTATION PAGES

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation: Limestone, Concrete

walls: Brick,
Weatherboard

roof:  Asphalt, Tar, Slate
other: Wood

Cast lron
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National
Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made a
X significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

X of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

I:l D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B Removed from its original location.

C A birthplace or grave.

D A cemetery.

E A reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F A commemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

X STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ON CONTINUTATION PAGES

Areas of Significance

Ethnic Heritage

Architecture

Commerce

Industry

Period of Significance

€.1849-1940

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) N/A

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Unknown

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

~___preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been
requested)

_ X previously listed in the National Register

___ previously determined eligible by the National Register

___ designated a National Historic Landmark

~____recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Primary location of additional data:

X _State Historic Preservation Office

~__ Other State agency

~ X Federal agency

_ Local government

~University

__ Other

Name of repository: National Park Service

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  30.9 acres

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:__ (See Fig. 1 for full list)
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1 38.560375 -91.009473 6 38.560228 -91.016144
Latitude: Longitude: Latitude: Longitude:

5 38.558145 -91.014220 9 38.563165 -91.015665
Latitude: Longitude: Latitude: Longitude:

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

NAD 1927 or NAD 1983
1 3
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2 4
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (On continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification (On continuation sheet)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Katie Graebe/Researcher, Andrew B. Weil/Executive Director

organization Landmarks Association of St. Louis date 3/24/14

street & number 911 Washington Avenue telephone 314-421-6474

city or town St. Louis state MO Zip code 63101
e-mail aweil@landmarks-stl.org

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

e Maps:
o A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
o A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.
Continuation Sheets
Photographs
Owner Name and Contact Information
Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).
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Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.

Photographs

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels (minimum), 3000x2000 preferred,
at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that
number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date,
etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph.

Photo Log:

Name of Property: Downtown Washington Historic District (Revision)

City or Vicinity: Washington

County:  Franklin State: Missouri
Photographer: Katie Graebe and Andrew Weil

Date

Photographed: September-October 2013, March 2014

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera:

Photos represent newly inventoried resources, resources that have changed status since the original nomination, as well as
representative streetscapes.

See Fig. 2 for keyed photo map

225 Cedar Street, rear

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision

Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

3/19/14

Facing East from West Third Street: 225 Cedar St. rear pavilion
001 of 31

111 Elm Street

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision
Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

10/29/2013

Facing West: entire front facade of 111 Elm St.
002 of 31

214 Elm Street, rear

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision

Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

3/19/14

Facing West from Oak & Third St. parking lot: 214 Elm St., rear, rear facade visible from the street.
003 of 31
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304 Elm Street, rear

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision
Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

3/19/14

Facing Southwest: 304 Elm St. rear garage

004 of 31

306 Elm Street, rear

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision
Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

3/19/14

Facing Southwest: 306 Elm St. rear garage

005 of 31

319 Elm Street

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision
Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

10/29/2013

Facing North-Northwest: entire front facade of 319 Elm St.

006 of 31

201 West Fourth Street

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision
Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

10/29/2013

Facing Northeast: 201 West Fourth St.

007 of 31

205 West Fourth Street

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision
Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

10/29/2013

Facing North-Northeast: 205 West Fourth St.

008 of 31

6 East Front Street

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision
Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

10/29/2013

Facing South: corner of Front and Jefferson St.
009 of 31
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118 West Front Street

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision
Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

10/29/2013

Facing Southwest from Front St.: 118 W. Front St.
010 of 31

118 West Front Street,

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision
Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

10/29/2013

Facing East from Oak St.: 118 W. Front St.

011 of 31

324 West Front Street

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision
Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

10/29/2013

Facing South-southeast from Cedar St.: 324 W. Front St.
012 of 31

428/428b West Front Street

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision
Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

10/29/2013

Facing West: 428/428B site

013 of 31

4 Lafayette Street, rear

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision

Franklin County, Missouri

Andrew Weil

3/19/14

Facing South from West Front Street: rear 4 Lafayette Street
014 of 31

8 Lafayette Street, Front-south

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision
Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

10/29/2013

Facing Southwest: demolished 8 Lafayette St., front
015 of 31

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
OMB No. 1024-0018

Franklin County Missouri

County and State
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107 West Main Street

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision

Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

3/19/14

Facing North to Northeast: front entrance of John Gs from Front & Lafayette St. parking lot
016 of 31

112 West Main Street

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision
Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

10/30/2013

Facing Southwest: front fagade of 112 West Main St.
017 of 31

112 West Main Street

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision
Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

10/30/2013

Facing Southwest: Detail of 112 West Main St.
018 of 31

113-115-119 West Main Street

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision
Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

10/30/2013

Facing Northeast: site of 113-115-119 West Main St.
019 of 31

200 West Main Street

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision

Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

10/8/2013

Facing Northeast from West Second: 200 West Main as well as previous location of 205-207 West Second St.
020 of 31

219 West Main Street

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision
Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

3/19/14

Facing Northeast: 219 West Main St.

021 of 31
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315 West Main Street

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision

Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

10/29/2013

Facing North: 317 W. Main and previous location of 315 West Main St.
022 of 31

307 Oak Street & 307 Oak Street, [S] side
Downtown Washington Historic District Revision
Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

10/29/2013

Facing West: 307 Oak St.

023 of 31

314 West Second Street, rear

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision
Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

3/19/14

Facing East from Cedar St: 314 West Second Street, rear
024 of 31

202 West Third Street

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision
Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

10/29/2013

Facing Southwest: 202 West Third St.

025 of 31

208 West Third Street

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision
Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

10/29/2013

Facing Southwest: 202 West Third St.

026 of 31

Streetscape: Corner of West Front & Oak St.

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision

Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

3/19/14

Facing West from W. Front St.: parking lot on the corner of West Front and Oak St.
27 of 31
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Streetscape: Front Street

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision

Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

3/19/14

Facing West to Northwest from rear corner of 223 W. Front St.: intersection of W. Front & Elm St.
28 of 31

Streetscape: West Main Street

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision

Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

3/19/14

Facing Southeast from the Northeast corner of Oak St.: Main St. bounded by Lafayette & Oak St.
29 of 31

Streetscape: West Main Street [bounded by Oak & Cedar St.]

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision

Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

3/19/14

Facing Northwest from the Southeast corner of Oak St: Main Street bounded by Oak & Cedar St.
30 of 31

Streetscape: Elm Street

Downtown Washington Historic District Revision

Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe

3/19/14

Facing Northeast from center of Elm St.: intersection of Elm & W. 2™ St.
31of 31
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Figure Log:

Include figures on continuation pages at the end of the nomination.

Figure 1: Geo-referenced location map of Downtown Washington Historic District (Revision)
Franklin County, Missouri
Katie Graebe, Dec. 2013

Figure 2: Downtown Washington Historic District Map (Revision): Boundary Revision, Architectural Survey and Photo
Map

Franklin County, Missouri

Katie Graebe, Dec. 2013

Figure 3: Downtown Washington Historic District Map (Original: 1988) with current boundaries
Franklin County, Missouri
L. Schnur, Aug. 1988

Figure 4:112 West Main Street, Downtown Washington Historic District, 1987
Franklin County, Missouri

M. Stiritz, November 1987.

Downtown Washington Historic District Cultural Survey FR-AS-002-277
Facing West: 112 West Main Street storefront facade

Fig. 5: Contributing and Non-Contributing Resources in the Downtown Washington Historic District, Franklin County,
Missouri
Katie Graebe, 2013-2014
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Summary

The following document provides an update and revision of the Downtown Washington, MO National
Register Historic District. The original district was listed in 1989 (NR 8/5/1989) and represented the
first historic district that was created within the City following the creation of the Washington Historic
Preservation Commission and the accreditation of the City as a Certified Local Government in 1986."
The original 1989 Downtown Historic District nomination consisted of 85 contributing buildings, 9
contributing structures, 10 non-contributing buildings, and 1 non-contributing structure. There were no
sites or objects listed in this nomination. (Fig. 3, 5)

Over the course of more than two decades since the creation of the District, both demolition and new
construction have taken place within its boundaries resulting in a need to reevaluate boundaries, resource
counts, and period of significance to reflect current conditions. As such, the City of Washington sought
and was awarded a Historic Preservation Fund Grant by the State Historic Preservation Office of
Missouri in 2013 to support necessary revisions. Fieldwork took place in the late summer and fall of
2013 with supplemental photographic documentation in the spring of 2014. Fieldwork was aimed at
documenting changes to the physical fabric of the District that have occurred since the original listing in
1989. The Downtown Washington Historic District, as revised, consists of 90 contributing buildings, no
contributing sites, two contributing structures, 16 non-contributing buildings, five non-contributing sites,
and 14 non-contributing structures. There are no contributing or non-contributing objects within the
District (Fig. 2, 5). Boundaries were determined based on the presence of contributing/eligible buildings
and have changed only slightly from the original nomination. The northwestern and northeastern corners
of the district were slightly reduced, the corner of West Second and Oak Street reduced, and the block
between West Third and West Fourth expanded to Oak to include the eastern half (Fig. 3).

Elaboration

Located in the central business district of the City of Washington in Franklin County, Missouri, the
District contains a mix of commercial, industrial, religious, and domestic building types. While change
has occurred since the original nomination was approved, the District remains largely intact and still
conveys the appearance of a relatively dense town center that is dominated by buildings that were
constructed during the original period of significance ¢.1849-1940. (This density and other parts of
downtown can be seen in photographs 27-31.) As identified in the original nomination, the District
continues to reflect aspects of Washington’s ethnic heritage as well as architectural, industrial, and
commercial patterns that are locally significant. The Downtown Washington Historic District
encompasses portions of approximately 14.5 blocks and has an irregular shape that is roughly bounded
by Front Street on the north, Olive Street on the west, Fourth Street on the south, and Market Street on
the east. The District follows, for the most part, current parcel lines and encompasses roughly 30 acres
(30.86 to be exact).

Since the creation of the Downtown Washington Historic District in 1989, three other National Register
Historic Districts have been created adjacent to the downtown area:
1. The Locust Street NR District (NR 9/14/00) is located to the east of the Downtown District.”

' Mary M. Stiritz, National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form: Downtown Washington Historic District.
(Washington D.C.: US Department of Interior/National Park Service, 1989).

2 Becky L. Snider and Debbie Sheals, National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form: Locust Street Historic District.
(Washington D.C.: US Department of Interior/National Park Service, 2000).
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2. The Stafford-Olive NR District (NR 9/14/00) is to the west of the Downtown District.’

3. The Tibbe NR District (NR 3/22/90) is to the south.*
Both the Locust District and the Stafford-Olive District were completed under the aegis of the Historic
Resources of Washington, MO Multiple Property Submission (NR 8/14/00).> Two buildings in the
District are individually listed in the National Register: the Schwegmann House at 438 West Front Street
(NR 3/22/1984)° and the Thias House at 304 Elm Street (NR 9/20/84).”

Several buildings in the District were slightly altered or constructed after the end of the original period of
significance (c. 1849-1940) and were originally listed as non-contributing. In some cases these buildings
have achieved 50 years of age or greater since the original nomination; it was necessary to re-evaluate all
non-contributing resources. In all but one case, mentioned below, buildings originally identified as non-
contributing were left in this category due to their lack of historic integrity (i.e. they didn’t reflect their
original appearance) or lack of association with an historical or architectural pattern deemed significant
to the development of the overall District.

The current evaluation determined that the original period of significance (c. 1849-1940) adequately
encompasses the significant patterns of architectural development that define the character of the
District. Within the District boundaries, the few buildings currently 50 years old and constructed after the
period of significance are not numerous enough nor do they possess sufficient integrity to constitute a
significant pattern of development. As such, no new historical or architectural contexts were created as a
result of the current revision. Figure 5 illustrates all of contributing and non-contributing features to the
district and elaborates on any other changes that have occurred since the original District nomination.

Only one building that was originally identified as non-contributing is now considered to be a
contributing resource: 112 Main Street (Photo 17, 18). Constructed c. 1932, the building can be
classified as “early 20™ century” and/or “commercial” using the terminology of the original nomination.
When originally surveyed in the 1980s, the building was obscured by non-original cladding and had thus
been considered a non-contributing resource. Today, the cladding has been removed and the original
appearance of the building restored.

Two resources went from contributing to non-contributing due to non-historic alterations. 319 Elm Street
underwent a substantial remodeling in 2009 that altered both the primary fagade and entrance (Photo 6).
In addition, two buildings recorded as 105 and 107 Elm Street (Photo 2) in the 1989 survey (the former
contributing, the latter non-contributing) are now considered a single non-contributing building (111
Elm) due to internal connections and major alterations to the primary facade.

3 Debbie Sheals, National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form: Stafford-Olive Historic District. (Washington D.C.:
US Department of Interior/National Park Service, 2000).

* Mary M. Stiritz, National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form: Tibbe Historic District. (Washington D.C.: US
Department of Interior/National Park Service, 1990).

® Debbie Sheals and Becky L. Snider, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Documentation Form: Historic Resources of
Washington Missouri.(Washington, D.C.: US Department of Interior/National Park Service, 1999.

¢ R. L. Haynes, National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form: Schwegmann House. (Washington D.C.: US Department
of Interior/National Park Service, 1984).

" Gerald Lee Gilleard, National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form: Thias House. (Washington D.C.: US Department
of Interior/National Park Service, 1984).



NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-001
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Downtown Washington Historic District (Revision)

Name of Property
Franklin County, Missouri

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet County and State
N/A
Section number 7 Page 3 Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

While the original nomination was created in keeping with the requirements of the National Register in
1989 and reflects a high level of scholarly rigor, contemporary standards would have required some
additional documentation and the lack of certain information posed some challenges to re-evaluation. For
example, most individual buildings were not described in Section 7 of the original District. This creates a
problem when trying to identify alterations that post-date the original nomination. In addition, while total
resource counts were provided, key information was occasionally omitted. For example, a count of
contributing structures was included in the original nomination, but they were not identified in text by
address or description, leaving current investigators to rely on the District map and field survey to
attempt to locate these resources for re-evaluation. In addition, vacant lots (sites) and parking lots
(structures) were not counted, evaluated, or addressed in text by the original nomination, as they would
be today.

As mentioned, the original survey lists nine contributing structures; however it is unknown which
resources they include. The original nomination also uses the terms “structure” and “building”
interchangeably adding to the confusion. As a result, all identified structures, sites and buildings
identified in the field were reevaluated and inventoried during the present revision. This reevaluation
resulted in the identification of two contributing structures in the District: a ¢.1895 underground reservoir
near the northeastern corner of W. Front and Jefferson, and a group of four industrial storage tanks in the
center of the block between Oak and Elm Street. These two structures are noted on the current map (Fig.
2).

There are two newly identified, non-contributing pavilions (structures) that post-date the original
nomination. Both 225 Cedar Street rear and 315 W. Main Street are open pavilions (Photo 1, 22). The
original nomination recorded a contributing building at 315 W. Main Street but it was demolished and
replaced with the pavilion during the restoration of its neighbor at 317 West Main Street.

There are also 12 non-contributing parking lots (structures) that were not addressed by the original 1989
survey and nomination (example, Photo 27). The original map does however illustrate unmarked, vacant
spots that were revisited and evaluated as a component of the current revision. Parking lots were
evaluated in accordance with “Parking Lots in Historic Districts: A National Register White Paper” at the
recommendation of the Missouri SHPO. ® The lots were evaluated as structures if they had ten or more
parking spaces or otherwise represented “land that exhibits a substantial amount of construction in
paving or land that is put to use”. The non-contributing parking/paved lots identified by the current
revision are as follows (Fig.3, 5):

Elm Street Lot [between W. Front and W. Main Street]

Corner Lot of Elm and W. Main Street

Lot bounded by Elm, W. Front, and Oak Street

Oak Street Lot [between W. Front and W. Main Street]

Corner Lot bounded by W. Main, Lafayette, and W. Front Street
Jefferson Street Lot [near SE corner of Jefferson and Front]
Corner Lot of E. Main Street and Jefferson [NR corner]

Corner Lot of W. Main and Cedar Street [SW corner]

West Third Street Lot [rear of 225 Cedar]

N

¢ Barbara Wyatt, “Parking Lots in Historic Districts” (a National Register White Paper, Washington, DC, July-16-2009), 2.
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j. West Third Street Lot [NE corner of W. 3" and Cedar Street]
k. Elm Street Lot [between W. 2™ and W. 3™ Street]
1. West Third Street Lot [between Oak and Elm Street]

As explained above, the boundaries were determined based on the presence of contributing/eligible
buildings and have changed only slightly from the original nomination. The list below illustrates the
changes in the district’s resources. Because the original nomination did not clearly define its resources, it
was difficult to ascertain whether the resulting numbers correctly correlated to the original count. The
Downtown Washington Historic District, as revised, consists of 90 contributing buildings, no
contributing sites, 2 contributing structures, 17 non-contributing buildings, 5 non-contributing sites, and
14 non-contributing structures. There are no contributing or non-contributing objects within the District
(Fig. 2, 5).

Previously Listed Resources within Original District Boundary (1989 Survey & Nomination)

Contributing | Non-Contributing
Buildings 85 10
Sites 0 0
Structures 9 1
Objects 0 0
Total 94 11

Previously listed National Register resources include:
Schwegmann, John F. House, 438 W. Front St. (listed on March 22, 1984)
Thias, Henry C., House, (Forrest Schwartze Residence), 304 Elm St. (listed September 20, 1984)

Total Number of Resources within revised District:

Contributing | Non-Contributing
Buildings 90 17
Sites 0 5
Structures 2 14
Objects 0 0
Total 92 36
Methodology

Researchers walked and photographed the blocks of the District comparing current conditions observed
in the field to the map of the original District. This survey identified new buildings and demolitions.
Each building previously listed as a contributing resource was examined for significant alterations. When
substantial alterations to the primary fagcade was apparent (i.e. cladding, alteration of bays (number
and/or form), changes in fenestration patterns, changes to rooflines etc.) these buildings were flagged for
further investigation. The goal of the additional investigation was to determine if the alterations existed
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when the building was originally evaluated as a contributing resource, or if they had happened in
subsequent years. This additional research was carried out in cooperation with the City of Washington,
the Washington Historical Society, the Washington Library, the Franklin County Assessor, and with the
aid of the existing town surveys and Sanborn Maps.

Each building previously listed as a non-contributing resource was re-evaluated to determine why it was
originally assessed as such and to investigate whether changes that post-dated the original nomination
may warrant a change in contributing status. Because the original nomination did not make it clear if a
building was considered non-contributing due to age or lack of integrity, all non-contributing buildings
were re-evaluated.

Every resource whose status changed because of this evaluation process is discussed individually as are
all buildings previously recorded as non-contributing (because they were reevaluated as a component of
the revision). Additionally, all buildings not previously shown on the District map (i.e. new construction)
are discussed. If a building was originally assessed as contributing and current evaluation agreed with
that finding, it was not deemed necessary to reiterate that status in text. The individual description of
contributing buildings that did not change status as a result of the current reassessment was beyond the
scope of this project.

The architectural classifications that were defined by the original nomination remain pertinent today and
effectively describe the contributing resources of the District.” They were defined by the following
categories:

1. Federal/Greek Revival, c. 1849-1895. 5. Commercial, no date.

2. Italianate/Second Empire, 1865-1900. 6. Institutional, 1866-1934.

3. Revival Styles, c. 1888-1925. 7. Industrial, c. 1865-1935.

4. Early 20" Century, c. 1905-1940. 8. Residential c. 1849-1930.
Setting

The Downtown Washington Historic District is located in the core of the city’s historic central business
district. Washington was originally reliant on the Missouri River as its principal means of trade, followed
by railroad transport, which arrived in the mid 19" century. Both the river and rail-related resources are
located just beyond the northern boundary of the District at Front Street. The District rises in elevation
from north to south climbing the bluff away from the river. To the west, east, and south of the District,
the land-use and architecture becomes increasingly residential. While the character of the Downtown
District is primarily commercial, residential buildings were also included as contributing resources in the
District illustrating both the changing settlement patterns of the city through time and the fact that,
historically, a variety of uses were integrated into the downtown core.

? Stiritz, 1989. p.1-3.
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Integrity

The integrity of the District remains very good with the vast majority of contributing resources identified
by the original nomination still intact. While some demolition has occurred, it has not resulted in a
substantial degradation of the historic fabric. In three areas, buildings had been demolished on the
periphery of the District necessitating minor alterations to district boundaries to exclude areas that had
lost integrity (i.e., no longer contained historic buildings). The demolitions that resulted in boundary
contractions are:

Area 1: 518 and 524 W. Front Street,

Area 2: 205, 209, and 207 West 2™ Street,

Area 3: 24-26 E Front Street and the four silos at the northwest corner of Market and East Main

(no address).
Figure 3 is the original 1988 map with original boundaries as well as the current boundary marked. To
compare the current District boundaries and buildings to the boundaries and buildings of the original
District see Figures 2 and 3.

While contributing buildings retain their historic appearance, many have been updated to suit current
needs. Common alterations include reductions in the size of storefront display windows through framing,
replacement awnings, replacement windows, and doors.

Buildings were considered non-contributing if there were major alterations to their fenestration pattern,
roofline, or if modern cladding and replacement components overwhelmed their historic appearance.
Buildings constructed after the period of significance were also considered non-contributing.

Boundary Revisions
Portions of approximately eight city blocks adjacent to the existing District were examined for possible

inclusion in an expansion of the original boundaries. While historic resources were identified in these
areas, particularly to the east along Jefferson and to a lesser extent along Lafayette Street, there was
insufficient context to connect these resources to the existing district. Simply put, there was too much
vacant space and too many non-historic resources between the district and the eligible properties to
justify any substantial boundary increases. Fortunately, a large number of the historic resources located
beyond the boundaries of the Downtown District have been listed in the National Register individually
(or are eligible for listing) with the aid of the aforementioned Historic Resources of Washington, MO
Multiple Property Document. It is recommended that the use of this cover document should continue to
be employed as the most appropriate way of listing additional resources in the vicinity of the district.
This strategy is considered more appropriate than the significant alteration of existing well-defined
district boundaries. As such, only minimal revision of the original boundaries of the Downtown
Washington Historic District has resulted from the current analysis.

The first revision of the boundary is at the northwest corner of Front Street where two formerly
contributing buildings (518 and 524 Front Street) have been demolished and replaced with new faux-
historic construction (Fig. 3). As these buildings anchored the edge of the original District, their
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elimination justifies the creation of a new boundary at the district’s northwest corner (now located along
the west parcel line of the contributing building at 514 Front Street).

A similar revision (contraction) occurs at the northwest corner of the intersection of West Second and
Oak Street. The corner was already left out of the original district but was reduced further after the
demolition of 205/207 and 209 West Second Street. These buildings were demolished for the
development of the Bank of Washington, 2009, at the upper portion of the block. There is currently an
underground and surface parking lot at the corner.

The final contraction of the district is justified at its northeastern corner where four storage tanks that
were previously listed as non-contributing, but that were constructed during the period of significance, as
well as two formerly contributing buildings (24 and 26 East Front Street) have been demolished (Fig. 3).
These resources formerly anchored the northeastern corner of the district and their destruction justifies
the retraction of the district boundary two lots to the westward to the east property line of 18-22 East
Front Street (contributing).

The only addition to the revised boundary results in the inclusion of five resources (previously not
included in the district) along Oak, Third, and Fourth Streets. These resources are 202 (Photo 25) and
208 (Photo 26) Third Street, 307 Oak Street and 307 Oak Street-side garage (Photo 23), and 201 (Photo
7) and 205 (Photo 8) Fourth Street. All are residential resources that were constructed within the original
period of significance for the District and correspond with the “Early 20th Century, 1905-1940”
architectural classification defined by the original nomination.

Individual Building Descriptions
Cedar Street

225 Cedar Street, rear (1 Non-Contributing Structure)
Situated west of the primary contributing building of 225 Cedar is a large open pavilion with
metal gable roof and wood support beams. The structure was not recorded in the original
nomination. The pavilion is of modern construction but was constructed prior to February 17,
1995. It is a non-contributing resource due to its date of construction, which postdates the period
of significance. (Photo 001)

Elm Street

111 Elm Street (1 Non-Contributing Building)
111 Elm Street was recorded as 105 and 107 Elm in the original nomination. The building
consists of a one-story component with a brick veneer that dates to ¢. 1980 and a two story brick
component that was constructed between c. 1885 and 1892. In the original nomination 105 Elm,
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the ¢.1885-1892 two-story brick building, was recorded as a contributing resource, while 107
Elm, the ¢.1980 one-story brick building, was recorded as non-contributing,.

The variegated brick veneer of the one-story 1980s portion has been extended across the first
floor of the older building to create the appearance of a single storefront with the two internally
connected. The fagade of this storefront contains three non-historic picture window bays, a
recessed entry, and a doorway with a jack arch that serves as a separate entrance to the two-story
portion. The second floor of the two-story building retains its historic appearance with three
segmental arched window bays containing one-over-one, double-hung sash windows, a corbelled
cornice and a false side-gable roof with stepped parapet walls. While previously listed
individually, due its single address and significant alterations impacting its historic integrity, the
building is a non-contributing resource. (Photo 002)

214 EIm Street, rear (1 Contributing Building)
Situated east of the primary contributing building of 214 Elm is a one-story brick garage with a
heavy aggregate concrete foundation. The garage has a composition flat roof with parapet wall
on the north, west, and south sides and an interior brick chimney on the northeast corner. The
rear (east side) brick fagade is visible from Oak Street, while the front (west side) facade has a
centered garage door and vinyl siding and is not visible from the street. The building was not
recorded in the original nomination and has thus been assessed as a contributing resource. (Photo
003)

304 EIm Street, rear (1 Contributing Building)
Situated southeast of the primary contributing building of 304 Elm is a one-story garage with
board-and-batten siding and standing seam metal hipped roof that is almost pyramidal. The north
facade faces W. Third St. and has two individual garage door bays. Each of the surrounding three
facades has two centered, single 4 paned wood sash windows. The building was not recorded in
the original nomination and has thus been assessed as a contributing resource. (Photo 004)

306 EIm Street, rear (1 Non-Contributing Building)
Situated east of the primary contributing building of 306 Elm is one-story garage with an asphalt
shingle front-facing gable roof. The building has a concrete foundation and possible vinyl
clapboards with an aluminum garage door on the north fagade facing W. 2™ Street. The building
was not recorded in the original nomination and has thus been assessed as a non-contributing
resource due to its modern date of construction. (Photo 005)

319 EIm Street (1 Non-Contributing Building)
The one-story brick commercial building has a flat roof and was constructed c. 1920. In 2009 it
was remodeled and the exterior was parged. A new corner entry with a stone veneer was
constructed, its storefront windows replaced, and new shed awnings applied. Previously recorded
as a contributing resource, 319 Elm has been reassessed as non-contributing due to alterations
that were carried out after the period of significance. (Photo 006)
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Fourth Street

201West Fourth Street(1 Contributing Building)
This single family residence was constructed c.1918-1920 and is a one-and-one-half story brick
bungalow. It has a limestone foundation and a side gable roof with a central, front gable dormer.
The dormer contains a ribbon of three, one-over-one, double-hung possibly vinyl sash. There are
similar single dormers on each side of the roof. The primary fagade has an almost full width
porch with an integrated roof. It has a centered concrete step entry, brick balustrade and brick
and wood piers. There is a central entry flanked by jack arch window bays containing one-over-
one, double hung wood sash. Due to its integrity and date of construction, the property is a
contributing resource to the Downtown Historic District and added via boundary increase. (Photo
007)

205 West Fourth Street (1 Contributing Building)
This two-story brick single family residence was constructed ¢.1905. The building has a
limestone foundation with a pyramid asphalt shingle roof and a centered hipped dormer with two
one-over-one, double-hung vinyl sash. The primary fagade is four bays wide and has a western
partial off center porch with wood spindle balustrade, wood Tuscan columns, and hipped asphalt
shingle roof. The porch contains two historic, paneled and glass doors. To the east of the porch
are two historic, double-glazed wood hopper windows in the foundation and two 1/1 double-hung
replacement vinyl windows on the first story. The second story has three similar windows, all of
which have stone lintels and brick row-lock arches. Due to its integrity and date of construction,
the property is a contributing resource to the Downtown Historic District and added via boundary
increase. (Photo 008)

Front Street

6 East Front Street (1 Non-Contributing Building)
This three-and-a-half story mixed-use brick building has a flat roof and a concrete foundation. It
was constructed in August of 2013 and therefore not recorded in the original nomination. The
building has a rectangular plan, four bays wide by three deep, with shallow dentil stringcourse on
the first and third stories, as well as a small brick pavilion-like structure on the south-east side of
the flat roof. The first floor fronting front has a storefront design with flat metal awning over
each bay containing 16 light windows set in jack arches. The entrance is a single light and metal
door glanced by 5 glazed sidelights. The Jefferson side has a 12 light window and two garage
bays with a 3 light metal door. The modern vinyl windows are paired 4/4 (false muntins) on the
upper stories. Due to the building’s recent construction it is a non-contributing resource to the
District. (Photo 009)

118 West Front Street* (1 Non-Contributing Building)
118 West Front Street was constructed in 1997-98 and therefore not recorded in the original
nomination. It is a two-story building with a rectangular plan constructed adjacent to 120 W.
Front St. but the two are not internally connected. The building is set back from Front street with
one facade adjacent to Oak street. It has a side-gabled roof covered with asphalt shingle and a
concrete foundation. The Front Street entrance is set-back from the street and located on the rear
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or east side of the building. There is weatherboard on the east, west and south facades and brick
veneer on its west fagade, which faces Oak Street. The Oak St. fagade has a double door entry to
the north and a single sliding window to the south, both with soldier course lintels. The second
story has a large fixed, single pane wheel window with stone accents. Due to the building’s
recent construction it is a non-contributing resource to the District. (Photo 010, 011)

*While this building has its own address on W. Front Street, the Franklin County Assessor does
not recognize 118 Front Street as an individual address. Rather, it is listed as an addition to 120
West Front St. Since the buildings are not internally connected, for the purpose of this
nomination, 118 W. Front is regarded as an individual non-contributing resource.

324 West Front Street (1 Non-Contributing Site)
The c. 1938 storage building at the corner of W. Front St. and Cedar was recorded as a
contributing resource by the original nomination. The building was demolished in 1990 and is
now a vacant lot. Due to the building’s demolition and current vacant lot, it is non-contributing
site to the district. (Photo 012)

428/428B West Front Street (1 Non-Contributing Site)
428 and 428B W. Front, two adjacent buildings, were located on this lot. The 1980s survey has
two individual surveys for each structure. 428 W. Front, ¢.1925 building at this location, was
recorded as a contributing resource by the original nomination. It was demolished between 1988
and November 15, 2004 and is now a vacant lot. 428 B, c. 1925 building at this location, was
recorded as a contributing resource by the original nomination. It was demolished sometime
between 1988 and November 15, 2004 and is now a vacant lot. Due to both building’s demolition
and current vacant lot, it is non-contributing site to the district. (Photo 013)

Lafayette Street

4 Lafayette Street, rear (1 Non-Contributing Building)
Situated southeast of the primary contributing building of 4 Lafayette is a one-story frame
outbuilding with a composition shed roof. The west facade has board-and-batten siding with two
centered wood doors and an enclosed snack window on the far left. The north facade has
corrugated metal siding and a single fixed six-paned wood sash window and wood sill. The
building was not recorded in the original nomination and has thus been assessed as a non-
contributing resource due to its lack of historic integrity and modern construction. (Photo 0014)

8 Lafayette Street, Front-south (1 Non-Contributing Site)
The 1935 warehouse, located on the southern portion of the lot, was constructed of variegated
brown/plum terra cotta block and had a flat roof. The building, as well as a rear northern
building, was recorded as a contributing resource by the original nomination. 8 Lafayette St.,
front-south was demolished prior to November 15, 2004. Due to the building’s demolition and
current vacant lot, it is non-contributing site to the district. (Photo 015)
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Main Street

107 West Main Street (1 Non-Contributing Building)
107 West Main Street was constructed ¢.2009-10 for “John G’s Bier Deck” bar and restaurant
and therefore not recorded in the original nomination. The complex sits atop a rusticated
concrete block retaining wall, facing Front Street with the main entrance on W. Main Street.
There is a long wooden staircase running up the east side of this Front St. wall. The property has
a two-level wood patio, a striped canvas hipped roof pavilion with detached flat canvas patio
covering on the south side of the lot and a small frame building with a standing seam metal cross-
gabled roof. It is a non-contributing resource due to its date of construction, which postdates the
period of significance. (Photo 001) (Photo 016)

112 West Main Street (1 Contributing Building)
112 West Main Street was constructed in 1933 as a J.C. Penny store and appears on the 1926-
1945 Sanborn maps. The two-story brick building has a flat roof. When surveyed for the original
nomination, the building was obscured by cladding from the 1950s. That cladding was removed
sometime after 1987 restoring the building’s original appearance. The first floor contains a
recessed storefront with a central entry and large plate glass windows. An original tiled entryway
advertising “J.C. Penny” is intact. On the left side of the storefront is an entrance for the second
floor. The second story has three, historic 2/2, with horizontal muntins, double-hung ribbon
windows and a corbelled parapet. The building was previously listed as non-contributing because
of the cladding. Due to its restoration, it has been re-assessed as a contributing resource. (Photo
017, 018, Figure 4)

113/115 West Main Street (1 Non-Contributing Site)
The c. 1881 building at this location sat on its own lot, but was adjacent to 119 W. Main. It was
recorded as a contributing resource by the original nomination. It was demolished in 2006 after a
structural failure caused by nearby excavation activity and is now a vacant lot. Due to the
building’s demolition and current vacant lot, it is non-contributing site to the district. (Photo 019)

119 West Main Street (1 Non-Contributing Site)
The c¢. 1880 building at this location sat on its own lot, but was adjacent to 113/115 W. Main. It
was recorded as a contributing resource by the original nomination. It was demolished sometime
c. 2006 after the collapse of its neighbor at 113-115 W. Main Street and is now a vacant lot. Due
to the building’s demolition and current vacant lot, it is non-contributing site to the district.
(Photo 019)

200 West Main Street (1 Non-Contributing Building)
200 West Main Street sits on the corner of West Main and Oak Sts. and was constructed in 2009
for the Bank of Washington. It was not included in the original nomination due to its recent
construction; however the location was originally marked as non-contributing. The building is an
imposing three-story brick building that has a concrete foundation and a flat roof with parapet
wall. Behind the building is a large surface lot with underground parking, covering the southeast
corner of the lot. Due to the building’s recent construction it is a non-contributing resource to the
District. (Photo 020)
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219 West Main Street (1 Non-Contributing Building)
219 West Main Street is a one-story, brick infill building built ¢.1946. It has a flat/composition
roof. The commercial building is three bays wide with a centered, recessed cant storefront with
large plate-glass windows and a canvas shed awning. The building was not recorded in the
original nomination. Due to its date of construction, which postdates the period of significance, it
is a non-contributing resource. (Photo 021)

315 West Main Street (1 Non-Contributing Structure)
The ¢.1870 building at this location was recorded as a contributing resource by the original
nomination. It was demolished c. 2006 and replaced with a permanent shed roof pavilion to
shelter the Washington Farmer’s Market. Due to its recent construction, the pavilion is a non-
contributing resource. (Photo 022)

Qak Street

307 Oak Street (1 Contributing Building)
307 Oak Street was constructed c. 1928. It is a two-story brick single family residence has an
asphalt shingle hipped roof and stone foundation. There is a full width, one-story porch
surrounded by a low brick wall. The hipped porch roof has square wooden supports. The entry is
in a jack arch opening on the left side of the facade. Opposite the entry is a ribbon of three one-
over-one, double-hung ribbon vinyl windows in a jack arch opening. The second story has two
pairs of one-over-one, double-hung vinyl windows in jack arch openings. Centered on the roof is
a hipped dormer with a pair of one-over-one, double hung windows. Due to its integrity and date
of construction, the property is a contributing resource to the Downtown Historic District and
added via boundary increase. (Photo 023)

307 Oak Street, [S] side (1 Non-Contributing Building)
Situated south of the primary contributing building of 307 Oak, is a one-story brick garage with a
concrete foundation and an asphalt shingle front-facing gable roof with. The building was not
recorded in the original nomination but due to the primary property’s construction date, both are
now included within the boundary increase. The front facade [east] faces Oak Street. It has been
altered and expanded; now containing a metal garage door and vinyl clapboard gable. The
southern fagade has a segmental brick arch doorway on the far left and a 6/6 double hung
historic, wood sash window (on the north & south) set within a similar arch. The south side
illustrates that there was an extension to the front of the building. Due to its street facade
alteration, it is a non-contributing resource. (Photo 023)

Second Street

314 West Second Street, rear (1 Contributing Building)
Situated southeast of the primary contributing building of 314 West Second is a one-story brick
garage with a standing metal-seam shed roof. The building is two bays wide and one bay deep.
The front facade [west] faces Cedar St. and has an elaborate dentiled cornice similar to those on
the older German buildings. This elevation [west] has one boarded window and a garage door on
the northern bay and a door flanked by two enclosed windows on the southern bay. The northern
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and southern elevations have four enclosed windows. All openings have brick jack arches while
the garage bay has a wood lintel. Due to its dental cornice, it appears the building pre-dates the
¢.1910 school rear addition in which the building is situated behind. The garage closely
resembles the details on the ¢.1875, 211 Elm, which it is also behind. The building was not
recorded in the original nomination. Due to the building design it dates to ¢.1875-80 and has thus
been assessed as a contributing resource. (Photo 024)

Third Street

202 West Third Street (1 Contributing Building)
202 West Third Street is a c.1910 two-story, brick multiple-family residence. The building is four
bays wide and five bays deep. It has a stone foundation and a standing seam metal hipped roof
with overhanging eaves and a centered hipped dormer with a one-over-one, double-hung vinyl
window. The primary fagade has a full width porch whose roof forms a second story balcony.
The original first story porch has been replaced. There are two doors in segmental arch openings
and two, one-over-one, double-hung windows with segmental arches on the first floor. There is
one door and two windows on the second floor in segmental arch openings. The windows are
one-over-one, double-hung sash which appear to be wood sash with modern storm windows.
Due to the building’s date of construction and non-major alterations, the property is a
contributing resource to the Downtown Historic District and added via boundary increase. (Photo
025)

208 West Third Street (1 Contributing Building)
208 West Third Street was constructed ¢.1905 as a single family residence. The two-story brick
building has a stone foundation and a pyramidal hipped asphalt shingle roof and a centered,
hipped dormer with two one-over-one, double-hung windows. There is a full width front porch
with a hipped asphalt shingle roof. The porch has a wooden spindle balustrade with Tuscan
columns supporting its roof. There is a single-glazed and paneled replacement door with single
glazed transom entry. To the left of the entry is a single one-over-one, double-hung vinyl
window and to the right of the entry is a replacement 4 horizontal light, picture window with
false muntins. The second story contains two one-over-one, double-hung windows. All of the
windows appear to be replacement vinyl sash in jack arch openings with limestone stone sills,
except for the dormer, which is in a frame surround. Due to its date of construction and integrity,
the property is a contributing resource to the Downtown Historic District and added via boundary
increase. (Photo 026)
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Statement of Significance

See original Downtown Washington Historic District Nomination.
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Boundary Description

The Downtown Washington Historic District encompasses 30.86 acres, which covers portions of roughly
14.5 blocks in the Central Business District of Washington (Figure 1,2). The district has an irregular
shape roughly bounded by Front Street on the north, Olive Street on the west, Fourth Street on the south,
and Market Street on the east. The boundary corners affected by the increase and decrease to The District
are:

#2. Northeast corner 38.559078, -91.010027

#4. East side 38.560182, -91.013125

#5. Southeast corner 38.558145, -91.014220

#9. Northwest corner 38.563165, -91.015665

Boundary Justification

As with the original District, boundaries were determined on the north by a cessation of development
along the railroad tracks and the Missouri River. On the east, west, and south, they were determined by a
decline in contributing buildings and/or a change from mixed use to purely residential development.
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Figure 1: Geo-referenced location map of Downtown Washington Historic District (Revision)
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Figure 2: Downtown Washington Historic District Map (Revision): Boundary Revision, Architectural
Survey and Photo Map

-See attached sheet
Figure 3: Downtown Washington Historic District Map (Original): 1988

-See attached sheet

Figure 4:112 West Main Street, Downtown Washington Historic District, 1987
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Fig. 5: Number of Resources and Contributing Resources to the Downtown Washington Historic

District, Franklin County, Missouri

Previously Listed Resources within Original District Boundary (1989 Survey & Nomination)

Contributing | Non-Contributing
Buildings 85 10
Sites 0 0
Structures 9 1
Objects 0 0
Total 94 11

Previously listed resources are included in the following National Register

Schwegmann, John F. House, 438 W. Front St. (listed on March 22, 1984)

Thias, Henry C., House, (Forrest Schwartze Residence), 304 Elm St. (listed September 20, 1984)

Newly Identified Resources within District (Boundary Revision):

Contributing | Non-Contributing
Buildings 9 10
Sites 0 5
Structures 0 2
Objects 0 0
Total 9 17

Total Number of Resources within District (includes previously listed and newly identified):

Contributing | Non-Contributing
Buildings 90 17
Sites 0 5
Structures 2 14
Objects 0 0
Total 92 36
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Fig. 5

Newly Identified Resources within the District (Boundary Increase)

There are 26 newly inventoried resources in the revised District boundary. These are resources that have
either been demolished, are new construction, or have changed status since the original nomination.

Contributing Buildings:
214 Elm Street, rear

304 Elm Street, rear
201West Fourth Street
205 West Fourth Street
112 West Main Street
307 Oak Street

314 West Second Street, rear

202 West Third Street
208 West Third Street

Non-Contributing Buildings:

111 Elm Street

306 Elm Street, rear
319 Elm Street

6 East Front Street

118 West Front Street
4 Lafayette Street, rear
107 West Main Street
200 West Main Street
119 West Main Street
307 Oak Street, [S] side

Non-Contributing Sites:
324 West Front Street
428/428B West Front Street

8 Lafayette Street, Front-south

113/115 West Main Street
219 West Main Street

€))

(1 Contributing Building)
(1 Contributing Building)
(1 Contributing Building)
(1 Contributing Building)
(1 Contributing Building)
(1 Contributing Building)
(1 Contributing Building)
(1 Contributing Building)
(1 Contributing Building)

(10)

(1 Non-Contributing Building)
(1 Non-Contributing Building)
(1 Non-Contributing Building)
(1 Non-Contributing Building)
(1 Non-Contributing Building)
(1 Non-Contributing Building)
(1 Non-Contributing Building)
(1 Non-Contributing Building)
(1 Non-Contributing Building)
(1 Non-Contributing Building)

6))

(1 Non-Contributing Site)
(1 Non-Contributing Site)
(1 Non-Contributing Site)
(1 Non-Contributing Site)
(1 Non-Contributing Site)

Non-Contributing Structures: (2)

225 Cedar Street, rear
315 West Main Street

(1 Non-Contributing Structure)
(1 Non-Contributing Structure)
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Fig. 5

Downtown Washington National Register Historic District (Revision) Observations: Changes in
resources from the Original 1988 Survey to the Revised 2013/14 Survey

A= Altered RE=  Reevaluated

C= Contributing Nc=  New Construction
D= Demolished N/C= Non-contributing
E= Evaluated

Demolished resources resulting in Boundary Decrease: [8 Total]

518 W. Front St. [D] - Now new construction [N/C Building, currently outside the boundary]
524 West Front St. [D] - Now new construction [N/C Building, currently outside the boundary]
24 E. Front St. [D] - Now a vacant lot [N/C site, currently outside the boundary]

26 E. Front St. [D] - Now a vacant lot [N/C site, currently outside the boundary]

Market & Main St. [4Silos] [D] - Was an N/C structure [N/C site, currently outside the boundary]

205 W. 2™ St. [D] - [N/C Structure, currently outside the boundary]

207 W. 2™ St. [D] - [N/C Structure, currently outside the boundary]

209 W. 2™ St. [D] - [N/C Structure, currently outside the boundary]

Reevaluated resources resulting in Boundary Increase: [6 Total]
[5 C buildings, 1 N/C Building]

202 W. 3 St. [RE] - C Building, Added to boundary
208 W. 3" St. [RE] - C Building, Added to boundary
201 W. 4" st. [RE] - C Building, Added to boundary
205 W. 4" st. [RE] - C Building, Added to boundary
307 Oak St. [RE] - C Building, Added to boundary
307 Oak St., [S] side [RE] - N/C Building, Added to boundary

Resources that went from Non-Contributing to Contributing: [1 Total]

112 W. Main [RE] - C Building

Resources that went from Contributing to Non-Contributing: [9 Total]
[2 N/C buildings, 6 N/C sites, 1 N/C structure]

105 Elm St.
319 Elm St.
324 W. Front St.
428 W. Front St.*
428B W. Front St.*
*Since the two buildings wer
8 Lafayette St.
113/15 W. Main St.
119 W. Main St.
315 W. Main St.

- Currently 111 Elm [105 Elm was C & 107 Elm was N/C]

] -Now a N/C Building

] - Now aN/C site

] - Now aN/C site

] -Now a N/C site

adjacent and on 1 lot, they have been combined into 1 NC Site for the final count
D] -Now a N/C site

] - Now aN/C site

] - Now aN/C site

] - Now a N/C Structure

o gogp»> >
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Fig. 5

New Construction within the Boundary: [4 Total]

6 East Front Street [Nc] - N/C Building
107 West Main Street [Nc] - N/C Building
118 West Front Street [Nc] - N/C Building
200 West Main Street [Nc] - N/C Building

Resources identified during current revision that were not recorded in original nomination or
survey: [7 Total]

225 Cedar Street, rear [E] - N/C Structure
214 Elm St., rear [E] - C Building
304 Elm St, rear [E] - C Building
306 Elm St., rear [E] - N/C Building
4 Lafayette St., rear [E] - N/C Building
219 W. Main St. [E] - N/C Building
314 W. 2™ St., rear [E] - C Building

Substantial Parking Lots:

Included in the Total Number of Resources within District Boundary [12 Total]

In the original 1988 survey and nomination, parking lots were considered vacant lots, therefore
noncontributing and not counted. In the revision, substantial parking lots are classified as land that
exhibits substantial construction and ten or more parking spaces.

Elm Street Lot [between W. Front and W. Main Street]
Corner Lot of Elm and W. Main Street

Lot bounded by Elm, W. Front, and Oak Street

Oak Street Lot [between W. Front and W. Main Street]
Corner Lot bounded by W. Main, Lafayette, and W. Front Street
Jefferson Street Lot [near SE corner of Jefferson and Front]
Corner Lot of E. Main Street and Jefferson [NR corner]
Corner Lot of W. Main and Cedar Street [SW corner]

West Third Street Lot [rear of 225 Cedar]

West Third Street Lot [NE corner of W. 3™ and Cedar Street]
Elm Street Lot [between W. 2™ and W. 3" Street]

West Third Street Lot [between Oak and Elm Street]
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Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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314-751-2479

August 16, 1989

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register Branch AUG 2 1

I nteragency Resources Division

National Park Service [Wiwl\. L
1100 L Street, Room 6209 REA STgR
Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

Encl osed please find the following submssion from M ssouri for nomnationt o
the National Register of Historic Places.

OO VWASH NGTON H STORI C DI STR CT
Washi ngton, M ssouri

Originally submtted by the City of Washington, a Certified Local Government,
this nomnation was approved by our state review board, the M ssouri Advisory
Council onHistoric Preservation, on February 17, 1989. Al | owners and
appropriate elected public officials were notified andprovided at least thirty
(30) days t ocomrent on the above proposed nom nation i n accordance with Section
60.6 (c) 36CFR6O, interim regulations, using the exact notification format
recommended by the National Register. Two property owners inthe district, one
of which is afarmers cooperative, submtted notarizedobjectionsto the

nom nation (copies enclosed). | nactuality, nine nenbers of the cooperative
submtted individual notarizedletters of objection, however, our understanding
of the federal regulationsonthis subject would indicate that a cooperative
can only submt oneobjection. TheCity of Washington, as part of its
responsibilities as a Certified Local Governnent, reviewed the proposed
nomnation prior toits presentationtothe state review board. Enclosed you
will find letters of support from both the Mayor of Washington, chief elected
official, andthe Washington Historical Preservation Conm ssion.

This nomnation relies ona large district nmap, coded t oindicate historic
function andarchitectural style, toconvey informationabout individual
buildings andstructures within the district rather than an individual

di scussion of each building or structure inthe text. Staff finds this map
difficult t ounderstand andi s unsure i fi t meets the documentation requirements
of National Register Bulletin #16. | nthe past, theinclusion of alarge
color-coded district map, as part of a M ssouri nom nation, was conmon. Unti|
now, we have not processed anynom nation which relies heavily ona district



Ms. Carol Shull
August 16, 1989
Page 2

map for information on individual resources, since theadoption of the new
Registration Forns andt hepublicationof Bulletin #16. | naddition, staff
believes that theusability of themap i shindered duet ot helack of color,
which i sno longer permtted under Bulletin #16 guidance. Therefore, we are
requesting a substantive review of this nomnation.

Ve woul d appreciate guidance ast ot heacceptability of this nap or suggestions
as toother viable mapping options. Ve arealso concerned about the
acceptability of discussing architectural styles i nthetext using termnology
that i snot identical tothearchitectural classifications listed atthetop of
the item?7.

I you have any questions concerning this submssion, please contact Steven
Mitchell of ny staff at 314/751-5376.

Sincerely,

H STCR C PRESERVATI ON FROGA(M

Claire F. Blackwell
Director and Deputy State Historic
Preservation Officer

CFBr neb
Encl osure;: as stated

cc:  The Honorabl e Stephen J. Reust
Ms. Jo Ann Radetic
M. James Briggs
M. Richard O denburg
Ms. Mary M Stiritz
M. Charles W Yarbrough
M ssouri Farmers Co-op Association #2
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W ashington

Mayor
405 JEFFERSON STREET N Stephen J. Reust
WASHINGTON, MISSOURI 63090 \Y% n ! « City Administrator
* Telephone (314) r'39-6710 J nyon. James A. Briggs

January 17, 1989 FO --RV

Ms Beverly Flem ng
M ssouri Department of Natural Resources

P. 0. Box 176
Jefferson City, M ssouri 65102

Dear Beverly:

After reviewing and discussing t he Downtown Washington
Historic District nomnation totheNational Register of
Historic Places/ the Washington Historical Preservation
Comm ssion voted t o support that nomnation at their
January 11/ 1989, meeting.

Sincerely,

Jo Ann Radetic
Chai r man

Washi ngton Historical
Preservation

Conm ssi on

JAR: | ks



Washington

405 JEFFERSON STREET

| « Mayor
Stephen J. Reust

WASHINGTON, MISSOURI 63090 ¢ City Administrator
« Telephone (314) 239-6710 James A. Briggs
January 17, 1989 Wifi JAIl 2319GG A
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
PROGRANA
Ms Beverly Flem ng | |

M ssouri Department of Natural Resources

P. 0. Box 176
Jefferson City, MD 65102

Dear Beverly:

As chief elected official of the City of Wshington,
Missouri, | hereby express ny support f or t he Downtown
Washington Historic District nomnation to t he National
Register of Historic Places.

Sincerelyl

stepheri J leust
Mayor
Washington, Missouri

SJR:lks



‘ebru:lry ;;, 19S3

1
f's. le'lerly X. "leiiing
*"hief, Ireservation Planning
Historic Preservation Program B 141980 A
Pepartnnent of ~Tatural sources
P.O. 30A 176 HISTORIC PRESERVATION
JexPerson "'ity, /-Missouri 6Y)10;-: PROGRAM
Pear ™,s Tlerairiij:

I've been inxormec tnat the ;>'i3souri |-arEers Co-op Assoc-
iation No. 2 property is being consiaered for nomination to the
National }{egister of [listoric Places.

As a farmer Tieinber and Yice-l'resident of the Board of Pi-
rectors of rarrners Co-op No. 2, | strongly object to any con-
8i;ieration of this listing to the National Historic Preservation

Act and 36 "PP 60.

Sincerely,

AN N NA

N lobert Ley

R Ley Parras, Inc.
Route 1, Box 2753

V/ ashi ngton, "*lo. 630S0O



HB 141989

H STAR C AREERATI ON
FROGBAM February 10, 1989
Ns. Beverly A Flemng Charles W YE rbrough
Chi ef Preservation Plajining, 205 Mc Arthur
Hi storic Preservation Program Washi ngton, M. 630
Dept. of Natural Resources
PO Box 176

Jefferson City, M. 651 Q2

Dear Ms. Flem ng:

| would |ike topresent this letter asaletter of objection, [isting ny property
located at 110 W Mai n Washington, M. onthe national register, | amnot opposed
to the district per say, only the listing of ny property.

M building nay befifty yeairs ol d but i thas nosufficient character or historic
val ue whatsoever. |t hasbeen altered over the nany years andtotally |ost any
of itscharacture i fit ever had any.

Pl ease enter this into your records.

Sincerely,

Charles W Yarbrough

Subscribed and sworn t obefore ne this 10th day of February, 1989,

Nouary Public

LNDA SHARHENERG
SIAE F MSSOLR
FRANKIN GONTY

COWEIN BARES 5131901














