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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Moscow Carnegie Library is a one story brick Spanish mission style building
with a raised cutstone basement. Its most striking feature is the gracefully
curved and angled gables which protrude above the roofline. At the corners,
capped piers extend beyond the gables, yet appear incorporated into them.

A front portico with a round arched opening and false gable front projects
outward from the entrance. Originally cutstone baroque steps approached the
portico from either side, but these were replaced in the 1930's by the present
centered steps. Also at this time a large addition was placed on the rear.

In 1963 the basement was renovated.

A11 first floor windows have fanlights.

The 1930's addition nearly spans the rear of the building and is contained
between parapeted walls which are rendered in brick which harmonizes with the
original fabric; is therefore quite unobtrusive. A modern vehicle port for
the bookmobile has been added on the south side.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Moscow Carnegie Library is architecturally significant as an early example
of the Spanish mission style in Idaho. The baroque gables and finials contri-
bute to the strong local sense of landmark identity for this building. The
natural elevation of the site, assisted by its landscaping, further enhances
the building's prominence.

The Tibrary is the finest example of the Spanish mission style in Moscow and
must be considered a town landmark.

The architect, Watson Vernon, had a Boise office for one year, and then moved
on to Portland. This is the only building in Idaho known to be his.

The Moscow Carnegie Library dates from 1905, seven years before James Bertram
published his leaflet ""Notes on Library Buildings" as part of a '"judicious pressure
on architects and communities"l to approximate plans approved by the Carnegie
Corporation. The Moscow building, however, produced without guidance as it
was, would have measured up well to the later standards. It conformed to the
principle that ''the best results for a small library could be obtained in a
rectangular-shaped building with a basement and one floor."2 The internal
arrangement with a central librarian's desk with stacks, reading room and
children's room ranged around it, is also quite compatible with the standard
plans. Moscow had, of course, already met a major requirement of the Corp-
oration in order to obtain their library: the City Council "agreed to, when-
ever it is in running order, give yearly toward its maintenance the sum of
$1000. "3 The $9500 structure was sited southeast of the business district in a
handsome residential and community institutional district which includes as
well the Federal building and courthouse, two schools, a park and several
churches; the local paper describes this addition to the cultural life of the
community as in "a most excellent and desirable location."

1George S. Bobinski, Carnegie Libraries, American Library Assn., Chicago 1969, p. 58

2ibid

3The Lewiéton Tribun4e, 9 July 1905, p. 3, c. 3.

4The Lewiston Tribune, 28 April 1905, p. 8, c. &
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