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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located at 1125 Pine Street in Boulder, the Carnegie Library is a single detached 
structure in the Neo-Classical Revival Style. The building is rectangular in plan 
and one story in height. The primary construction material was a sand-colored brick 
matched very closely by the Almont sandstone used for the front columns, cornices, 
and other decorative work. The main or south facade has five bays, the east facade 
fifteen bays, the west facade eleven bays, and the north facade two bays. The roof 
is flat.

The most striking characteristic of the building is the symmetrical main facade. At 
the center is a pair of fluted columns with Ionic capitals flanked by two openings 
framed with flat columns and pedimented lintels. The west opening is the main en­ 
trance; the east opening is a window now obscured by a tree and bushes. The entabla­ 
ture is unadorned, consisting of an architrave, frieze, and cornice—done in sand­ 
stone—with a horizontal brick wall rising above the cornice. The entire facade is 
set on a stepped, brick stylobate broken only by the steps leading to the west en­ 
trance.

Some but not all of this decorative work is reflected on the other facades. The en­ 
tablature and stylobate are continued from the front along both sides, but only two- 
thirds of the way back. There the classical design gives way to the standard brick 
construction of the day; this echoes the use of that section for offices and storage. 
The six windows on the west facade include two leaded units segmented in a fishscale 
pattern. Finally, most windows in the building are two-sashed and double hung.

The exterior has remained almost unchanged since the time of construction. The brick 
walls that once flanked the steps have been replaced with iron hand rails. The wall 
lights beside the door entrance were added some time after construction. The overall 
landscaping conforms to the original plans, but the trees and bushes have grown to 
such an extent that they now obscure much of the classical design.

The interior still reflects the building's original purposes. The front^two-thirds 
form a large, impressive space which once contained the reading room, children's 
room, and reference room, all divided by partitions containing books. The hardwood 
floor is intact although now covered by linoleum. The original ceiling of pressed 
tin has been covered with plasterboard. The original marble fireplace and radiators 
are intact. New fluorescent lights have replaced the original ceiling lights. The 
wainscotting remains unchanged in the large room, but has been painted in the rear of 
the building. A kitchen has been installed in the rear section, and enclosed offices 
have been created where once there was a balcony.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Carnegie Library is significant because of its association with Andrew Carnegie 
and the national library movement that he supported, and for its association with 
Thomas McLaren, a noted architect who added significantly to the built environment 
in Colorado. The structure itself has good architectural features, and its singular 
physical characteristics represent a familiar visual mark in the urban landscape of 
Boulder. Like most libraries this one has done much to foster learning in the com­ 
munity at large.

Boulder owed its origins to the ferment created by the Pike's Peak Gold Rush of 1859, 
but another decade passed before the town had its first reading room. It was alter­ 
nately sponsored by local newspapers, the Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA), 
and the Women's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU). These efforts later culminated in 
the formation of the Boulder Library Association in 1886. The library movement in 
town received even greater impetus in 1895 when a group from the WCTU established a 
new reading room, hired a librarian, and began a campaign to convert their reading 
room into a library. City funding for a reading room first came the next year, and 
soon after that began the movement to secure funds from Andrew Carnegie, the great 
iron and steel magnate. Finally, in 1903, land was purchased for the new library, 
the city council voted an annual maintenance fund of $1500, and Carnegie pledged 
$15,000. Thomas McLaren designed the building, construction followed, and the new 
library opened in 1907. A local newspaper hailed the propitious event as the confir­ 
mation of Boulder's status as the "Athens of the West." Within a year the library 
had 3,000 volumes. The number grew until the building reached its official capacity 
of 20,000 in the 1920s. Yet growth continued, eventually reaching 50,000 volumes, 
which prompted the city to open a new facility in 1961. Since then the parks and 
recreation department has used the Carnegie Library for offices, storage space, and 
summer recreation programs, but there are new plans to turn the building into a local 
history and genealogical research center.

Besides his noted role in the metals industry, Andrew Carnegie became known in his 
later years as the "patron saint of libraries." He donated more than $56,000,000 for 
the construction of 2,509 buildings in the English-speaking world. More than 
$40,000,000 of this amount went for the construction of 1679 buildings in 1412 com­ 
munities in the United States. The Carnegie Library in Boulder reflects the contin­ 
uing influence of his philanthropy.

Thomas McLaren, the architect who designed the building, was born in Middleton, 
Thornhill, Perthshire, Scotland. He received his education at the Royal Academy of 
London and the South Kensington School of Art at Edinburgh. From there he went on to 
a career that made him well-known throughout the United States and Britain as a leader 
in his profession. He designed many public buildings and private residences, partic­ 
ularly in Colorado Springs, the site of the Trianon, which is now listed in the Na­ 
tional Register.



George S. Eobinski, Carnegie Libraries: Their History and Impact on American Public 
Library Development (American Library Association, 1969).

City of Boulder Planning Department, Memorandum to Landmarks Preservation Advisory 
Board, re: Carnegie Library, 1976.
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Beginning at a point on the south line of block one hundred and fifty (150), in the 
City of Boulder, one hundred and fifty feet westerly from the southeast corner of 
said block; thence westerly along the south line of said block forty-four feet; thence 
northerly and on a line parallel with the east line of said block one hundred and 
forty feet to the south line of the alley in said block; thence easterly and along 
the south line of said alley forty-four feet; thence southerly and on a line parallel 
with the east line of said block one hundred and forty feet to the south line of said 
block, to the beginning.


