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PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

e Anory of the First Qorps of Cadets i s a rusticated granite-
d building, constructed between 1891 and 1897. It is located on
the southwest corner of the intersection of Arlington Street and
@l untus Avenue, and consists of the four story House, a sixstory
hexagonal tower, and a single-story drill hall. The foundation i s of
granite, and the external walls are twenty inches thick. .
~ The Head House i s four stories, shaped inthe plan as a right
tr|an?Ie with asixstory tower articulating the corner of Arlington
Street and @l unbus Avenue. Describingthe Arlington Street facade
Is a nearly synlBtrical disposition of corner nasses; three broad
snooth granite arches span two floors of rectangul ar w ndows; and an
irregular arrangenent of narrow slit-like openings and entry are
placed parallel tothe street. S .
The narrow @l untus Avenue side of the building ischaracterized
by nassings of towers and turrets of varying scaleand a flat two-bay
arched central portion. Indicating the uppernost story of the Heed

House and tower i s a corbelled arcade surrounded by a crenel ated roofline.

Garved detajlin? i ncl udes the wnged dragon on the tower and the pairs
of heads which termnate the nouldings of the w ndowarches.

~ The Drill Hall isasingle-story, nine bay structure with a slate
itched roof and pyramd  -s dorner wndows. The Hall i s flanked
BY two short turrets FI erced by | oophol ed openings fromwhich the walls
of the drill shed could be "swept by nusketry". “The arched w ndows |
openings are framed with rough-taced granite blocks. A drawbridge
leads to thecentral bay which i snarked by a doorway. Another exit .
leads to the rear passage between the Anory and the Carter Buil ding,

bt PGRA&R §1 pPot bkt L@ berbhgy! P&ME&@WX OoSPh UBSeSVaNtE) YRR |
space renai ni ng between the sidewal kK and the building al'l ows for the

enetration of ll(l]ht into the basenent roons, The wndows of the Drill
al |, the basenent, and two |ower stories of the Head House are furnished
with retractable nusket-proof steel shutters,, The rear of the Drill,’
Hal | facing the al | eyway which runs parallel to Clunbus Arenue is
provided wth corbel “towers for "flank defense".” . .

The Drill Hall isnow used as the nain reading roomof the University

of Massachusetts ||brar¥:._ Tre large roomon the second floor which was
once the Miseumof the First QGrps of CGadets i s the periodical room
Tre brick and narble nantel with acanthus carving still renains, as

do the heavy wooden doors opening onto the gallery of the Drill Hall.

_The third floor which was formerly occupied Jy the Missachusetts

Mlitary Hstorical Societyisprimrily a stoi®gé area. A inpressive
fireplace and nmantel can be found i nthe larger room

~ Tre nain roomof the fourth floor which had been occupied by the
Civil Ve noseumof the Loyal Legion isnow used & a neeting room

and lounge. The ornately carved woodwork, beaned ce|I|n%,1 and gallery
surrounding three sides of the roomall remain intact. ere, are also
book cases filled with books on mlitary history, displays of flags
glnd, lrresl/&l sh and plaques conmenorating Civil Ve battles and/ honoring

| Vi er oes.

The fifth and sixth floors are not accessible at this time.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The granite-faced castellated building situated at th*e intersection
of Arlington Street and ol unibus Avenue i s the last surviving Victorian
arnmory inthecity. It isamaor work nf jtj i ni am gi bbons Preston
(1842-1910), a Boston architect well known for his Back Bay and suburban

resi dences and desi gns f or the Miseumof Natural History on Berkel ey
Street (nowoccupi ed by Bonwit Teller), the Hotel \endorTfe(the ol dest
portion at Dartnouth Street and Gonrmonweal th Avenue) and the Massachusetts
Charitabl e Mechanics Association Hall (formerly onBoylston Street).

| The Arnory was pl anned, constructed, and financed by the First
(orps of Cadets, amlitary organization established inl1741as the
bodyguard t o the Governor of the Province of Missachusetts Bay. Re-
organi zed i n 1776 as t he Boston |ndependent Gonpany, the Corps, conmanded
by John Hancock and Henry Jackson, took part inthe battle of Wést
Point and participated i nthe surrender of Cornwal[is at Yorktown.
During the Civil Ver they perforned guard duty over 700 prisoners at
Fort Wrren i n Boston Harbor, and during the First Wrld Ver they
served with distinction onoperations at Chenin des Danes, Chateau
Thierry, St. Mchiel, and Verdun. By 1539 t he orgahizatioh was bein
fully trained and equipped t o take the field as a conplete notori zed,
anti-aircraft regiment. Qn Septenber 16, 1940, they becane one of ' *
the first National QGuard units to beinducted, and I n 1962, they were
redesignated the First Battalion, 220th Infantry?”.

Because of lack of space for training its nenbers, by 1880 t he
Qorps stated that it would raise the necessary funds for the erection
of an arnory frompublic donations and woul d seek no financi al
assistance fromthe city. Alot of land, located on Gl unbus Avenue
was purchased with revenues collected during the early fund-raising
canpaigns. Thelocation was consideredt o be "strategically advantageous
because of its central situation inrelation to pOﬁu| ation, topublic
buildings andto the termni of the railroads of thecity." It also
provi ded an unobstructed view across the trees of the Gmen and af f orded
easy comnuni cation by signal flag with the State House.

Tenporary quarters were established for the Cadet? in 1882. By
1887 the Cadets had conrmssioned Preston to design theAnory building,
The cornerstone was |aid on Qctober 19,1891, the 150th anniversary
of the founding of the Corps, anevent whi ch was acconpanied by a
cerermnl ous CEarade and prayers by the Reverend Phillips Brooks, Rector
of Trinity Church



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

American Architect and Building News, (v. 21, no. 597, June 1887
f- (v. 37, no. 869, p. 122) August 1892
n u- Necow (v- 57, no. 1127, p. 44) July 31,1897
Archives of the Veterans Association of the First Corps of Cadets
Cadet Armory (Boston: 1880) and (Boston: 1887) (in above Archives)
Collected Architectural Drawings of William Gibbons Preston - Vol 52-
Armory of the First Corps of Cadets (Boston Public Library)

hp. OeOSRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE ANOLONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE «LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Dpegrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes  Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 420 20- 57.742 710 04 «15.195
NE
SE
w
'PROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: abOUt otiG SLCVG
ILIST ALLSTATES ANDCOUNTIES FORPROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUN
COUNTY m
m
COUNTY:
COUNTY
70
If FORM PREPARED BY d
N AME AND TITLE:
Carl a Wymen (SPNEA) for Elizabeth Amadon. State SnrvPjr rtirPntnT; n
ORGANI ZATION DATE
M assachusetts Historical Commissioa tferch 20, 1973
STREET AND NUMBER:
40 JB6acoii Street
CITY OR TOWN;
Boston o Massachusetts
12. STATE LIAtSON OFFICER CERTIFiCAIiON NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer fortheNa-
tional Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the crjit®ia.<anff,procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
lenl of significance of this nomination is:
yatioisl n”-.«< Statt 5[] Local

| hereby certify that this property is included inthe
National Registeti K: i']."*.".".3 “}{_i"t v"

Name/*"""-r*"ntA YUHIN SP.X. DAVOREN

Secrey.ry of the Commonwealth and

Chairman, Massachusetts Historical
“'le rommission

March 26, 1973

Date Date
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fivumper - all - entriea) 8. SIGNFICANCE - Arnory of the First Corps of Cadets
~The Cadets owned the building until 1965 at which tine the unit
decided t oconvey the Anory toareal estate investor. 1n1965 the

building was Headquarters for twounits of the Massachusetts National
Quard and a nuseumfor Civil Vdr menorabilia.

As of February 1967, the Arnory Ves still occupied by t he Miseum
the offices of the First Gorps of Cadets and the |ibrary of the
Massachusetts M litary Historical Society. S nce then, however, the
building has been | eased t othe Upi versitﬁ/ of Massachusetts and i s
used for alLibrary, student |our”es and faculty roons.

The Armory i s anost significant nonunent of Victor. an architecture,
It represents an unusual architectural form andit i sone of the few
surviving exanples of the great fortress-likearmories of the late 19th
century whi ch had occupi ed such conmandi ng positions i n 19th century
Anerican cities. The Armory istheonly oneof its kid remainingin '
Boston and i s one of the nost interesting anong those Eft inthe Nw
Engl and- New York area. Its situation at a promnent i hersection gives
it bold conmand over its environnent, and its relationship to other
buildings inthe area hel ps create for this Farticular part of Boston
an architectural integritywhich would be difficultto natch.

The romantic Victorian forns of the Cadet Arnory provide architectural
diversity within an area characterized by |ater and nore conservative
office and hotel buildings. As stated inthe General P an of the City
of Boston (BRA 1965) it isthe "graceful variety of Boston's historical
| andnarks that distinguishes the Gty's existing physical design and
Iﬂdl catdes abuilding traditionthat cannot and shoul d not be easily
changed. "
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cilmi, Naii. 0208
40 "acon Street

March 29, 1973

National Register of HistoricPlaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service ‘e
18th and C Streets, NW

Washi ngton, DC 20240

Attention: M. Jerry Rogers CERTI FI ED NVAI L
Dear Jerry: L -
Encl osed i sthe National Register nomnation for: .

Suffolk County, Boston, Arnory of the First Corps of Cadets

This has been declared eligible for subm ssion by the Massachusetts
Historical Conmission, the State Review Board, and has been signed
by Secretary of t he Coomonweal th John F. X Davoren, Chairman of the
Massachusetts Historical Commi ssion anddesignated State Liaison Officer.

Cordially, ® s

Robert B. Rettig
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

RBR: I rh
End.
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Hon. Edward M Kennedy State Ilstorlc Preservation Gflcwr

U Edwed W Brooke "« X Davoren

Hm. John Makl ey Scaretary of the G Peoxdth

Chal naan, >iassachuaietts Historical
Director, Northeast Region CW i S wa

40 Beacoa Str M
i M on, Massachuaette 0210%
I PHR NRowl and: pel 6/6/73
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