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-Federal style

Square with porches full length of structure, 
front and back. Central hall on first floor 
full length and on axis of entry. Rooms three 
deep on first floor; rooms two deep on the 
second with wider central hall.

Methods of Construction: Wood frame, on masonry 
foundation. Roofing: tin and wood shingle.

Story and a half with symmetrical placement of 
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dormers with delicate flanking columns and 
aegmented semi-circular pediments. Double 
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Delicate detailing, especially the six slender 
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Unique "arrow" balusters, hand carved. Wood 
door trim and moldings. Rooms share back to 
back chimneys.

Left hand front door added during occupancy 
of Bishop Portier.
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basically unchanged.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bishop Portier Home, 307 Conti Street, was the residence of 
the ranking prelates of the Roman Catholic Church in Alabama from 1833 
until March, 1914. v——

Bishop Michael Portier, a native of France, became the First 
Bishop of Mobile in 1829 and moved into this residence four years later. 
Bishop Portier was responsible for the activities of the Catholic Church 
in both Alabama and all of Florida,, He served as Bishop of Mobile for 
30 years until his death in 1859.

During his tenure in Mobile, Bishop Portier led in the building of 
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception and founded Spring Hill 
College (1830), Visitation Convent and Academy and St. Mary's Orphan 
Asylum which are still in existence, plus an additional number of 
girls' schools and parochial schools.

From this house were sent many missionaries and visitors who 
became responsible for the growth of the Catholic faith in the early 
days of Alabama and Florida. Throughout a succession of four 
subsequent bishops of Mobile, the home was the center of diocesan 
administration. It sheltered, as well, a number of internationally 
important figures in the Catholic Church as they visited in the 
southland. Notable among these were Rev. Abram J. Ryan, poet-priest, 
who resided here for six years and James Cardinal Gibbons of Baltimore.

Other Bishops who resided in the Bishop Portier house were: 
John Quinlan (1859-1883); Dominic Manuci (1884-1885); Jeremiah 
O'Sullivan (1887-1895) and Edward P. Alien (1895-1914).

This structure was used for the Catholic Youth Club, the 
United Services Organization (USD) from 1914 to 1945 and for other 
purposes following World War II. It was restored as a residence in 
1958-1959. Since December, 1967 the home has been the residence of 
Representative Robert S. Edington, the Alabama Legislator who 
sponsored the bill which created the Alabama Historical Commission.
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