{gpsa Form 10-900 OMB No, 1024-0018
-62) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service For NPS use only
National Register of Historic Places received 21 1985
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered APR 1 8 fcdO

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type ali entries—compiete appiicabie sections

1. Name
historic Sunny Meade
and or common same

2. Location

street & number 819 Cary Avenue M/A not for publication
city, town Jennings N/A vicinity of
state LA code 22 county Jefferson Davis Parish code 053
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public occupied agriculture museum
__X_building(s) __X_ private +_X_unoccupied commercial park

structure both work in progress educational private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious

object N/A in process __X-yes: restricted government scientific

N/A being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
______ no military _X_other: vacant

4. Owner of Property

name Alister B. and DeEtte G. Mahon 713-461-1274 home)
713-222-8222 ‘'office)
street & number 1301 Nantucket Street

city town HouStOn N/A_ vicinity of state Texas 77057

S. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Jefferson Davis Parish Courthouse
street & number  State Street (no specific address) P. 0. Box 799
city, town Jennings state LA 70546

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title IA Hiistnric SitP<? .Survpv has this property been determined eligible? yes JC.no

date 1984 federal  X- state county local

depository for survey records LA State Historic Preservation Office

city, town Ratnn Rn,|Qp state la



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

____excellent deteriorated ___ unaltered X - original site

-X good ruins _X__altered ___moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

SunnY Meade (1899) is a two story, wood frame. Queen Anne Revival-Eastlake residence
set on a large town lot in an older section of Jennings. The house has received only one
noticeable alteration since it was built, and i1t is only a minor one.

Sunny Meade has an irregular plan, two rooms wide and three rooms deep. The only
hallway is on the second story. The front and rear parlors open into each other _throu?h
a set of pocket doors. Major rooms project from the house and are separately articulated
on the exterior, which adds to the complexity of the massing. The house has two polygonal
bays under gables, one gi]abled pro%ectlon, a ten bay veranda with its own front gable,
and a balcony built in the form of a turret. The balcony has a curving front ornamented
with imbricated shingles. Imbricated shingles are also used in four of the five gables
and on the conical balcony top. The exterior is copiously trimmed with rows of Eastlake
spindles. They are set under the projecting gables, around the balcon¥ top, and between
the gallery brackets. The gallery brackets themselves are curved and feature inset
spindles and drop finials. Besides giving an arcaded effect, these brackets also support

the gallery's projecting front gable.

The interiors feature high molded baseboards and elaborately planed window and
door surrounds with ornamented cornerblocks. Most of the decoration is done with a
router and consists of stylized plant forms and grooves. The single downstairs mantel

Is in the golden oak Rococo style.

Sunny Meade's most lavish interior feature is the entrance hall. Although the
room is large, its available space is almost cqmﬁ!etely taken up by a three flight
overscaled staircase. A single attenuated Corinthian column rises from the principal
newel post to terminate in a profusion of "carpenter's lace." All newels are paneled,;
most have urn finials and some feature inset ribbons and leaf forms. The ceiling
features openwork beams and diagonally set beaded boards.

Assessment of Integrity:

Since construction, the only noteworthy change at Sunny Meade has been the enclosure
of a rear gallery. In our opinion, this has made little impact upon one's appreciation
of the house's architectural quality.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

____prehistoric __archeology-prehistoric _ community planning ___landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 __archeology-historic conservation law science

T 1500-1599 __agriculture __economics ___literature sculpture

T 1600-1699 X architecture education military social/

- B __art . engineering ____music humanitarian

ot ﬂggﬂgg ___commerce exploration/settlement ____ philosophy theater

___1900- ___communications ~ industry ___politics/government transportation

_ invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1899 Builder/Architect Builder: W. F. Humphrey
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Crlterion C

_ Sunny Meade is locally significant in the area of architecture because it
Bs undoubtedly the most important Victorian residence remaining in the town of
ennings.

The parish seat of Jennings traces its beginnings to the arrival of the
Southern Pacific Railroad in 1880-81. The town hecame a prosperous rice grc_)wm%
center-and was incorporated in 1888. A collection of historic photographs in the
Jennings Public Library shows the grand residences of early Jennings. Although
this cannot be regarded as a complete surve¥_, the nature of the material suggests
a booster!Stic desire to record the town's finest homes. Hence one is on safe ground
in assuming that most if not all of Jennings' first-rate residences are covered
in this published collection. The recorded homes are mainly Queen Anne Revival
structures with turrets, galleries, and I‘ICh|?/ ornamented gables. Most are two
stories_and all are fairly large. Of the for %/—_one residences recorded in the
collection, twenty-five no longer exist, and thirteen which remain have been
substantially altered. This leaves three (including Sunny Meade) which survive
as good representatives of Jennings' Victorian residential heritage. Of these
three. Sunny Meade features the most elaborate massing and the greatest amount
of Eastlake” ornamentation. In addition, it is the only one which has the semblance
of a turret. In our opinion, it is the Victorian residential landmark of Jennings.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Morse, Walter D. "The Birth of Jennings." This compilation includes historic photographs
of early Jennings residences. Available at Jennings Public Library.

Historical sketch submitted bg owner. Copy in Register file. o _ _

1900 and 1903 photographs of Sunny Meade (exterior and interior). Copies in Register file.

10. Geographical Data

Acre.,, of nor.lnated proper., g2/3rds of an acre

Quadrangle name__Jenni ngs----------- Quadrangle scale___ 1 :62500-

UTM References
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Verbal boundary description and justification
Boundary lines follow property lines. Please refer to attached property plat map.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A codecounty code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftite ~ National Register Staff ASSISTED BY OWNER
Division of Historic Preservation

organization State of Louisiana date January 1985

street & number  P. 0. Box 44247 telephone  504-922-0358

city or town Baton Rouge state LA 70804

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national = - state _X_ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Nationai Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Robert B. DeBlieux
ide  State Historic Preservation Officer date  March 8, 1985

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property Is Included in th™"t""Regisf*C»

ffgtloaetl BeglEter date N~

of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

11 < GOVFRNMENT PRINTING OFFICE ' 1982 0O - 419-211
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However, the house was moved from its original location, which eliminates that level of integrity, which
gualified the house for the National Register of Historic Places. A letter in the State Historic
Preservation Office’s (SHPO) file from June 1, 1989, states that the house was being disassembled
and moved from Jennings to Scott in Lafayette Parish (a move of 35 miles to the east). A second letter,
from January 21, 1998, states that our office was going to help the new owner re-list the property
(since once a property is moved, it is technically not listed anymore). This letter stated that, at the time,
we needed the owner to fill out the application and resubmit it to our office. It does not appear that this
information was ever received. Our file also has a pamphlet for the home in its new use as a bed and
breakfast. Lastly, there are photos in the SHPO file of the building being moved in pieces - the cupola
and top story were removed; the upper floor was dismantled into individual wall pieces; the first floor
was moved as a unit; the porch was removed and rebuilt at the new site.

The original site was within a residential area of Jennings with a 60’ setback from Cary Avenue (see
attached maps). The new site where the house sits today is much more rural. The original setting, a
residential neighborhood, included houses of similar age and style (most of which are still standing in
Jennings today) on each side of Sunny Meade as well as across the street. The new location is to the
southwest of the city of Scott in a more rural and open location.

According to the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 [36 CFR 60.15 (a)(1)], a property may be
delisted if it has ceased to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register because the qualities
which caused it to be originally listed have been lost or destroyed. Sunny Meade has lost its integrity of
location and setting as it no longer sits in a typical city residential setting, but rather in a rural setting. It
is no longer surrounded by other residential structures, including structures on each side of
contemporary age and style, but rather is surrounded by large pieces of open land and smaller, lower
density, contemporary types of housing. One can assume that the integrity of materials has been
diminished some as undoubtedly, some original materials were lost in the move, disassembly, and
reassembly.

While moving a National Register property from its original site in effect delists a property per 36 CFR
60, this document serves to officially remove Sunny Meade from the Register because of a loss of
integrity.

The following photos document the disassembly and move of Sunny Meade from its original location in
Jennings to Scott.
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Corner of Cary Avenue and 3™ Street, Jennings. The blue house behind the trees stands to the right of Sunny Meade’s former location. It is a Queen Anne house
similar to Sunny Meade.



View standing on Cary Avenue in front of the blue house looking west towards Sunny Meade’s original lot (behind the trees).



Sunny Meade’s former location at 819 Cary Avenue in Jennings. Note the blue and white houses on each side of similar age (the blue house is the same
architectural style) showing the residential character of its original location.



View of neighboring house on the left side of Sunny Meade’s original lot.



Aerial view of a section of Jennings showing the neighborhood where Sunny Meade once stood; the start marks Sunny Meade’s location.



Google maps view of the distance separating Jennings and the new location in Scott, LA.



View of Sunny Meade’s new location outside of Scoot, LA, in Lafayette Parish.



Aerial view of Sunny Meade in its new location, which is more of a rural setting versus its original residential setting.
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Street view of Sunny Meade and its surrounding location. The house sits at the center left.



Photos from the National Register file at the Louisiana Division of Historic
Preservation showing Sunny Meade at its original site and its moved
location.



National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.



WASO Form -177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R™ June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Sunny Meade
Jefferson Davis Parish

LOUISIANA working No. YN 1985
Fed. Reg. Date: .
Date Due: -s /S—-s"Ss

o Satered -

1 resubmission ; .RETURN.

1 nomination by person or local government Mctlonal BegietezT .REJECT_

1 owner objection Federal Agency:

O appeal

Substantive Review: O sample Q request D appeal 1 NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline_
Date
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownarship Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? 1yes 1 no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

1 excellent 1 deteriorated 1 unaltered 1 original site

CZI good 1ruins [ altered 1 moved dale
1 fair 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

O summary paragraph
1 completeness

1 clarity

[ alterations/integrity
1 dates

1 boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph}

1 summary paragraph

CU completeness

1 clarity

1 applicable criteria

[ justification of areas checked

1 relating significance to the resource
1 context

1 relationship of integrity to significance
[ justification of exception

1 other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date
13. Other

1 Maps
1 Photographs
1 Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Division of Archaeology

Kathleen Byrd, Director

Division Of The Arts

Department Of Culture, Recreation And Tourism Albert b. Head, Director
Office Of Cultural Development Division Of Historic Preserva tion
Ann Reiley Jones, Director
Edwi ards i
e WVerRer Robert B. DeBlieux FOLKLIFE Program
NOELkErkolplanc Assistant Secretary Nicholas R. Spitzer,
P M
March 8, 1985 rogram Manager

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

1100 L Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Sir:

Enclosed please find the completed and signed nomination
form for Sunny Meade, Jefferson Davis Parish, along with maps and

photographs.
If additional information is needed, please contact our
office.
Sincere!
Robert 3, DeBlieux _ _
State Historic Preservation Officer
RBD/DF/bc
Enclosure

P.O. BOX 44247 BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70804  (504) 922-0358

£T






Buddy Roemer

Governor Henry A. Truxillo
Secretary
_ Paul Hardy State of Louisiana . :
Lieutenant Governor : Leslie P. Tassin, Sr.
and Commissioner Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism Assistant Secretary

OFFICE OF CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
- June 1, 1989

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Primeaux -
230 Topeka Road
Scott, LA 70583

Re: Sunny Meade

Dear Charles and Barbara:

It was a pleasure to meet you and see the house. 1I'm looking forward
to seeing it reassembled in Scott. Our whole office hopes that you will
stay with the pale grey and dark cream color scheme. Enclosed are some
pages to help determine what was grey and what cream.

Please come by to see our wallpaper samples. If you want to contact
them, a Bradbury & Bradbury ad is enclosed. Do call me if you have any
questions about the tax application.

Sincerely,

@64444, LA IZ"/Z%M%/JO

Barbara SoRelle Bacot
Tax Act Program

BSR/bc

Enclosure

Jonathan Fricker, Director
Division of Historic Preservation
P.O. Box 44247 (900 Riverside North)
Baton Rouge, LA 70804
(504) 342-8160



__ KATHLEEN BABINEAUX BLANCO
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

January 21, 1998

- Charles Primeaux
230 Topeka Road
~7~i$‘cott, LA 70583

3
os®

STATE OF LOUISIANA
OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism
OFFICE OF CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

" Re: Sunny Meade, Scott vicinity, Lafayette Parish

“"Dear Mr. Primeaux:

~done a magnificent job.

CPHILLIP J. JONES_

SECRETARY

GERRI HOBDY
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

——-— I very much enjoyed my recent visit to Sunny Meade. You and your family have certainly

.. Perour various conversations, federal regulations provide for the automatic removal of
Register properties if they are moved. We now have to apply for Sunny Meade to be re-listed.

~ To complete your end of the application process, please submit the items checked on the
enclosed list. In addition, please provide us a copy of the early photo of Sunny Meade
documenting its original setting. Once the requested materials are received, we will schedule the
nomination for consideration by our State Review Committee at one of its quarterly meetings.

As I emphasized on site, rest assured that we will do everything we can to make a good
_case for Sunny Meade being re-listed on the Register. I apologize for the confusion over the
Register list I believe you saw on the Internet. We are in the process of adjusting it now that we
know Sunny Meade has been moved. Providing our re-listing attempt is successful (and we’ll

give it our best), we will add the house back to the list under Lafayette Parish.

Again, let me emphasize that we are “on your side” so-to-speak and very much appreciate
_ all the work your family did to save this important landmark. We look forward to receiving your
submission and successfully re-listing Sunny Meade.

Sincerely,

NI

Donna Fricker
National Register Coordinator

DF/df

P.O. BOX 44247 4 BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70804-4247 & Phone (504) 342-8160 4 Fax (504) 342-8173








