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construction people of Seattle for L‘.ap’c. Fnoch S, Fowler, re~
tired sea captain and merchandiser., It is recognized as the
oldest standing twe-gtory all-stone building in the state of

Washington. Material used weas sandstone quarried at Scow Bay
(Kilisut Harbor ) several miles from Port Townsend. In later
vears, because of the stone's porosity, the outer surface was

coygzgdkwithkcement to improve the building's appearance and
to counteract erosion.

A1l of the original vaults and other facilitles used by
county offices earlier, were removed in the 1920's. The ex-
terior of the building is changed on two sides by application
of stucco, but the front remains in 1ts original appearance.
The name and date plate, high on the front of the buillding,

which was placed there ink1874, remains in its original con=-

dition.

The Enoch Fowler Building was built in 1874 by the Carkeek
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Enoch S. Fowler was born in Lubec, Maine, in 1813 and
took to the sea at an early age., He came to the Pacific Coast
in 1849, in the vessel "Quaddy Belle", Fowler acted as mate
aboard the brig "George Emery", which had previously brought
Plummer and Bachelder to the Sound.

He made Port Townsend his home port in 1852, but contin-
ued to follow the sea, operating the schooner "Cynosure" be-
tween San Francisco and Puget Sound, In 1857 he left the sea
and married the widow of Captain Caines.

Captain Fowler became one of the most prominent and pro-
ogressive men of the settlement., In 1859 he built the first
dogk at which a vessel could land safely and was the promoter
of many local enterprises., In 1874 he congtructed the substan-
tial stone building on Adams Streét now occupied by the Leader
Inc.

“  The building was used only a few years as a store befére
Jefferson County acquired it and it became the Jefferson
County Court House, serving that purpose during the territorial
days and until 1892, when the present brick court house was
completed and occupied. Part of the Fowler Building served as
the Masonic Temple in the early days. ‘

After the county offices were moved, this bullding became
a Seamen's Bethel under direction of Chester Terry., It later
was used for a variety of other purposed, and like many other
0ld bulldings here, 1t was unoccupied during various intervals
when the town had more business space than its needs required.
The building was occupied in 1916 by the Leader Company,
publishers of the Port Townsend Leader, newspaper established
in 1889. The Leader Company subsequently purchased the building
from the county. The newspaper occupies the entire ground floor
for its offices and printing plant. The former county offices
on the second floor have been renovated and converted to apart-
ents . Dl o

Oct., 1, 1889, Winslow M, McCurdy eventually took over the var-
ious interests and became the sole owner of the property. Prior
to his death in 1928, VMr McCurdy incorporated the newspaper agd
Ray 0. Scott and Fred A, Willoughby Joined him in the ownership
i i ! and ownershi
%ggtmﬁgﬁge%gngiggaggeF?uﬁ%&S%g§?nWh%a§%ﬁ%mggg igterest recgntly
tc Fysnk Garred. The Leader has long been regarded as one of th

- The Leader,an independent daily, was founded by W, L. Joneg
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Statement of Richard F.

The Leader,

Inc.

"By Juan de Fuca's Strait" by James G.

McCurdy,

MeCurdy

former publisher and owner of
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

State (] 3|

The recommended

National Local

Charles H. Odegaa/(

titte Director
Washington State Parks and
Recreation Commission
Date»

1 herebv certify that this property is included in the
National Register.
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Chtef Office of Agcﬁ_eology and Hxstorxc Preservatién
i

Date

ATTEST:

Date
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