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Old Laurel High School is a red brick, Georgian Revival structure 
built in 1899, with several later additions. It is composed of a 21/2 
story, T-shaped central pavilion with hyphen and wing on each side.

The central pavilion is the portion of the Old Laurel High School 
of greatest architectural significance. It is 2 1/2 stories tall, nine 
bays wide, and three bays deep with a five-by-two bay section on the 
rear forming a T. It has a hip roof with cupola at the peak. The 
walls are laid in five-course common bond, inrubbed brick on the front 
(south) facade. All windows have 6/2 sash, stone sills, and brick 
lintels. A bracketed wooden cornice surrounds the front and sides of 
the structure; the rear and the base of the T have a plain wooden 
cornice. The building sits on a raised basement of native coursed 
rubble stone with a watertable of molded brick capped with stone.

The south facade of rubbed brick is laid with every fifth row 
recessed on the first story to give the effect of rustication. This 
pattern of recessed rows is continued in the round arch which frames 
the recessed entrance in the central bay. The entrance consists of a 
fanlight over a double door. Each wide leaf has two narrow horizontal 
panels above and below a large pane of glass. On either side of the 
entrance are four windows with hack arches. Two bricks in each arch 
are recessed to simulate keystones. A molded stringcourse in the egg 
and dart pattern separates the first and second stories.

The central bay of the second story contains a Palladian-style 
window with a round-arched window; flanked by .two smaller 1/1 sash 
windows. Each of the latter has< a ,stpne lintel; a heavy molded dentil 
arch trims the round arch which also has a stone keystone. A stone 
plaque below this window reads "High School". On each side of the 
Palladian window are four 6/2 windows with lintels containing four 
raised brick to embellish small stone keystones.

At the peak of the roof is an octagonal lantern cupola with Doric 
pilasters at the corners and alternating six and nine light sash. Under 
the eaves of the pointed roof is a wood dentil cornice.

The east and west sides of the main block are two bays deep, the 
projection of the T is five bays wide and two deep. The walls in these 
areas are laid in plain (not rubbed) red brick. The windows have stone 
sills, rusticated on the front portion and smooth behind, and 1 1/2-brick 
jack arches. All basement windows are clocked up; one second story 
window has been made into a fire exit.

The interior of the central pavilion has a T-plan hall with a 
classroom on each side in the front and rest room and offices across 
the back.

On the second floor is a two-part library, two classrooms, a 
small teachers' room.
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The present, central portion of Old Laurel Hicjh School was. 
constructed in 1899; the first public high school in Prince George's 
County. Among other "firsts" for this building include the first 
water system put in county schools (1908) and first inside toilets 
installed in a county high school C1916). Laurel and Hyattsville 
received the first sewing machines purchased for Domestic Science classes

The original building and later additions housed high school 
students for 64 years. Its grounds occupy the entire block between 7th 
and 8th Streets on Montgomery Street in the City of Laurel. The West 
Wing was added in 1935 and the East Wing in 1950; both conform in style 
to the original structure.

In 1963 all high school students were moved to the new 
Laurel Senior High School on Cherry Lane, and the "Old Laurel High 
School" was used for the overflow of elementary and junior high students 
and called Laurel Education Center. For a time it was used as the 
Northern Regional Center of the Prince George's County Community College. 
It is now leased to the Laurel Boys and Girls Club, who sub-leases 
sections to several community groups.

In 1976 the name of the school was changed to the Edward Phelps 
Community Center to better describe its current use and reflect the 
role of the man who was the vital force in its foundation.

Edward Phelps, Mayor of Laurel for seven one-year terms prior to 
1900, was the moving power behind the legislation which provided for 
the erection of the school. A booklet, "The Public Schools of Prince 
George's County from 17th to 19th Century", published by the Prince 
George's County Retired Teachers Association in 1976, quotes an article 
written by Edward Phelps as follows:

The High School of Laurel, Maryland was the inspiration of the 
pupils who had educational experiences at School #1. This 
elementary school was built in 1869 by George P. Tiffany who 
owned Laurel Mills. A bill providing for the erection of a 
high school in Laurel was drawn and presented to the County 
Legislature in 1896 but was never reported out after being 
referred to committee. However, the Legislature of 1898 passed 
the bill. Upon getting a copy, I found the clause inserted 
with approval of the County Commissioners. A clause was tacked 
on as follows: "the bonds would be issued to the amount of

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #1
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$8,000.00 when and only when a total of $2,000.00 would be subscribed 
and paid by citizens of Laurel". A Building Committee was named. 
Their names are on a tablet in High School Hall.

The original contractor failed to give bond and then declined the 
contract. I resigned from the Building Committee and offered to 
build it. The offer was accepted with my bid of $8,365 and work 
commenced in July 1898. Mr. G. B. Timanus hauled all the stone 
for foundation very reasonably from Guilford, Howard County, the 
bricks from Washington, and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad gave 
50% rebate on the freight. Mr. R. R. Waters at lumber and coal 
yard gave a very low price on Gulf Cypress and Georgia Pine lumber 
and I expected to break even on my bid but "Man Proposes and God 
Disposes."

On February 12, 1899, we had a long-to-be remembered old time snow 
blizzard and the thermometer fell to 16 degrees below 0. Although 
I used salamanders in every room, burning coke all the winter, the 
second coat of plaster froze with the extreme of temperature and 
fell off, causing labor and materials to be done over again. With 
a few other mishaps, I ended up my contract with $1,000 loser. 
With all these troubles I had the trees planted, ground graded and 
drive completed by May 1st when I threw it open for inspection 
to Laurel and Prince George's County people. The Laurel High School 
ready for occupancy September 1, 1899 was in fact completed by 
July 1, 1899.

During World War II the cupola atop the center of the building was 
used as a Civil Defense Aircraft Spotting Station. High School students 
and local adult volunteers were trained in airplane identification and 
manned the station around the clock reporting by phone every plane 
seen or heard.

In 1977 the Laurel Horizon Society, a recently formed group interested 
in the historical and architectural heritage of Laurel, joined the Laurel 
High School Alumnae Association and Laurel Boys and Girls Club in 
sponsoring an "All High Reunion" celebration to raise funds to help 
maintain the original building. With the funds the old roof has been

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET # 2
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replaced and plexiglass windows now cover the originals to protect them 
from vandalism. Further painting and maintenance are planned.

The original building is not only a historic landmark in public 
education but it is unique in the area for its architecture (the only 
Georgian Revival remaining here) and is among a large group of buildings 
in the community of comparable age, which reflects an image important 
enough to its townspeople to have recently supported the establishment 
of a local ordinance historic district. Laurel contains one of the 
largest concentrations of 19th century structures left in Prince George's 
County. Laurel High School - The Edward Phelps Community Center is one 
of them, relevant to its citizens who want to see it recognized, maintaine 
and used.

The 1899 Laurel High School building is, in addition to its significanc 
in Prince George's County education and the history and townscape of 
Laurel, a very fine example of Georgian Revival architecture. The facade 
is laid in high-quality pressed brick with elaborate detail typical of 
the style. It has survived in excellent condition and unaltered.



FHR-8-300A 
(11/78)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET

Laurel High School 
Prince George's County 
Maryland ITEM NUMBER 10 PAGE

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at the northeast corner of the intersection of Montgomery and 
8th Streets, following 8th Street north 400 feet, then going east 
500 feet to a point on the west side of 7th Street, then 400 feet 
south along 7th Street to the northwest corner of the intersection of 
Montgomery and 7th Streets, then along the north side of Montgomery 
Street 500 feet to the point of beginning, containing about four acres.
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