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NATICFIAL REGISTER CRITERIASTATEIIENr (if applicable) : , . N :
The Janes H BrooRs House i s anang t ne weTi - preserved exanpl es of the Second
Enpire-style inSonerviiie. Wthits square tower ornanented with stylish
cast-iron cresting, the Brooks House i s asnall but pretenious exanpl e of this
style, popul ar with Sorerville's businessnen and nerchants inthe 1870s and
1830s. The house i shistorically significant forits associations with
Sonerville's process of subdivision i nthe decades following the Civil Ver,
ad with thecity's commercial devel opnent during the sane period. Retaining
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, worknanship, feeling, and
association, the Janes H Books House fulfills Criteria Aand Cof the
National Register of Historic Places on a local |evel.

ARHHECTOL. SGNH CANE Describe inportant architectural features and eval uate interns of
other buildings wthinthe connunity.

The Janes Brooks House, together with its neighbor, the S E Bracket Hbuse
(#131) isone of Sonerville's nost pretenious exanpl es of the Second Enpire-
style. [Its design undoubted y cane froma pattern book. The house built ca.
1830, a 1 1/2-story nansard cottage with a square corner tower offset to the
left. The tower, with its gabled dorners, retains its original iron
cresting. Qher features include a full-hei ght Pol ygonal bay offset to the
right and steep, straight-edged nansard roof of slafe. A bracketed,
flat-roofed porch V\raﬁs around the front and side of the building, and
brackets al so h!gh||? t thebuildings cornice line. Despitetheapplication
of a umnum siding, the building's detailing remains intact.

HSTORCAL SGNHCANE Explainthe role omers played i nloced. or state history axd how the
bui [ ding relates to the devel opnient of the ooninunity.

61 @l unbus Asenue occupi es one of the nost promnent |ots inthe residential
subdi vision of Vdrren and Gl unius Streets, platted in 1870 by Sonmerviiie
busi nessman and investor Ira Hill. HIl was largely responsible for the
devel opnent of nearby Lhion Syuare into the city's naor conmercial center
during the sane period. The large lots inHill"s residential devel opnent,
known as Prospect Hill, were intended f or spaci ous houses f or busi nessnen and
%gofes& onals. Wile nany Prospect Hill residents coomited to Boston onthe
ston and Mine Railroad and by street rail &k;loth of which stopped i n Uhion
Square), Janes Brooks, the first owner of 61 Gl unbus Avenue, ves a dry goods
dealer with offices inlhion Square's Msonic Bl ock.
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G M Hopkins, Atlas of the City of Sonerviiie, 1874, 1834
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