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NATICftlAL REGISTER CRITERIA.STATEIilENr ( i f applicable) , , . ^ . 
The James H. BrooRs House is among tne weTi-preserved examples of the Second 
Empire-style in Somerviiie. With its square tower ornamented with stylish 
cast-iron cresting, the Brooks House is a small but pretenious example of this 
style, popular with Somerville's businessmen and merchants in the 1870s and 
1880s. The house is historically significant for its associations with 
Somerville's process of subdivision in the decades following the Civil War, 
and with the city's commercial development during the same period. Retaining 
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association, the James H. Brooks House f u l f i l l s Criteria A and C of the 
National Register of Historic Places on a local level. 

ARCHHECTORAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the connunity. 

The James Brooks House, together with its neighbor, the S. E. Bracket House 
(#131) is one of Somerville's most pretenious examples of the Second Empire-
style. Its design undoubtedly came from a pattern book. The house built ca. 
1880, a 1 1/2-story mansard cottage with a square corner tower offset to the 
left. The tower, with its gabled dormers, retains its original iron 
cresting. Other features include a full-height Polygonal bay offset to the 
right and steep, straight-edged mansard roof of slate. A bracketed, 
flat-roofed porch wraps around the front and side of the building, and 
brackets also highlight the buildings cornice line. Despite the application 
of aluminum siding, the building's detailing remains intact. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in loced. or state history and how the 
building relates to the developnient of the ooninunity. 

61 Columbus Avenue occupies one of the most prominent lots in the residential 
subdivision of Warren and Columbus Streets, platted in 1870 by Somerviiie 
businessman and investor Ira Hill. Hill was largely responsible for the 
development of nearby Union Square into the city's major commercial center 
during the same period. The large lots in Hill's residential development, 
known as Prospect Hill, were intended for spacious houses for businessmen and 
professionals. While many Prospect Hill residents commuted to Boston on the 
Boston and Maine Railroad and by street rail (both of which stopped in Union 
Square), James Brooks, the first owner of 61 Columbus Avenue, was a dry goods 
dealer with offices in Union Square's Masonic Block. 
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