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Name of Property County and State

5 Classification

Ownership of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
X private X building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
_ public-local _ district buildi
: . .buildin
_ public-State _site 1 9
_ public-Federal _ structure sites
object
- 00 . structures
objects
Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register
tm Q
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
EDUCATION- school NnOMFSTIC- residential

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
COLONIAI RFVIVAI «Georgian Revival foundation OTHER: concrete

walls BRICK
WOOQOD- clapboard STONE: slate

roof. STONF- slate

other.

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Built in 1931 and designed in the Georgian Revivd style, the former Franklin Schoadl is located at
7 Stedman Road, near the intersection of Allen Stret, just north of the Concord Turnpike (MA
Route 2) inthe Town of Lexington, MA. The original dementary school building, which weas
dosad in 1985 and converted to residentid gpartment units, is now part of the six-building
complex known &s the Franklin School Apartments, currently undergoing interior renovation, and
isthe mog prominent and visible of the six buildings. The remaining five buildings of the
complex (not part of this nomination) were congructed in 1985, and are st back behind the
origina schoal building on the site. The surrounding neighborhood includes single-family
resdences dong the west sde of Sedman Road (mogt of which are mid to late 20* century
housss), a large area of woodland to the eadt, and Jonas Clarke Middle Schoadl directly to the
north of the complex.

S within aresidentiad neighborhood in the southeest section of Lexington, approximatdy one
mile north of the town line between Lexington and Watham, MA, the former Franklin School
features a sweeping circular drive (contributing) that frames the entire approximately three-acre
parcd, allowing access to all six buildings on the parcel. The circular drive was presant as early
& 1956, when the Franklin School was expanded. The dte features an expandve lawn directly in
front of the main building. This section of the complex dso features tall, mature, deciduous trees
including white birches, additionally, afew tall evergreens are present adong the front lawn of the
complex. The five buildingsthat were congtructed in 1985 are Stuated behind the Franklin
Schoal to minimize their visibility from Stedmean Road, which runs dong the western edge of the
ste. Theseancillary structures are clustered together in smal linear groups with parking lots
following the circular drive around the complex. At the rear of the site, anumber of shrubs and
trees are Stuated dong the circular drive. A number of linear walkways have been laid out
between buildingsand through the dite, creating an organized circulation pattern.

The former Franklin School building, which currently contains 16 residentid gpatment units, is a
2/2-gory Georgian Reviva style building, desgned by the firm of Kilham, Hopkins& Gredey in
1931. The building isrectangular in plan, with projecting side and rear wings. The building
features adouble-loaded centrd corridor that runs the entire length of the building on the first and
ssoond floors. The building underwent a substantid renovation in 1956, when additions were
medeto the rear of the origina structure. After the school's dosure and eventua sdein 1985,
the 1956 additions were removed, and a small, two-story addition was congtructed of f the rear
eevation of the original dementary school building. In 1985, the original 1931 portion of the
building was renovated into 16 gpatments, and the five noncontributing buildingswere
congructed on the site. The 1931 Georgian Revivd building retains itsorigina red brick, sone
trim, date roof, chimneys, and full-height window openings. All windowswere replaced in 1985
with full-height meta replacement saeh, except for the two original multipane fan windowsin the
north and south wingsthet retain their original wood seeh. The 1985 rear addition reedsas
secondary to the original building and is compatible with the architectural style of the original
Georgian Reviva-style structure.

(continued)
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The former Franklin School building is aload-bearing red-brick structure with cast gonetrim.
(Photo 1) Itfeatures agambre dateroof with four red-brick chimneys. The building is
organized inathree-part plan with acentra 2/2-gory blockflankedto the north and south by V2
gory projecting red brick wings. The west (primary/street-facing) faBade of the former Franklin
School isclad inred brick on the first floor, isdetailed with cast Sonetrim, and is st on ared-
brick watertable. The ssoond floor is sgparated from the first by awide overhanging eave that
extends dong the entire length of the centra section of the building and is articulated with flat
faschia boards and dentils. The centra block of the 2/2-gory portion of the building is dominated
by a central pedimented two-story, red-brick bay with asizable cornice and gable returns. St
within the pediment is an octagond roof vent positioned above awhite wooden banner that reeds
"FRANKLIN SCHOOL." The centrd section isfurther accentuated with apair of restrained
oconsoles framing the sscond story. Groups of five, 12/12, double-hung windows with subgantial
wooden mullions are set on each side of the centra bay a the first and second floors. The two
endsof the centrd section exhibit rounded-arch red-brick pediments projecting above the roofline
in ashed dormer, and feature diamond-shaped patterned brickwork a the sscond floor. Thefirst
floor of this bay projects from the main plane of the central section and features recessed modem
auminum and glass storefront entranceswith dender side lights and substantid glass transomsin
each ed of the centrd section. Wooden soffit pands adorn the tops of these recessad openings,
and cagt gone pands, each etched with geometrica designs, are located above the doorways. The
two 1 72-gory north and south wingswith peeked, date-cdlad roofsflank the sdesof the man
portion of the building. Condstent in architectural detail with the centra section, thewings
contain groups of three, 12/12 double-hung saeh on the west elevation.

Thenorth and south devations of the former Franklin Schod building are exact duplicates of
each ather. Thetwo ends of the gambrd roof of the main section of the building are congruaed
of red brick and festure an octagona louvered gpening near the ridge line. Thered-brick ends of
the pesked roof, onegaty, north and south wings each contain a pair of four 12/12 doublehung
sash st benesth a large multi-pane fanlight in the attic. The red-brick watertable extends around
to the 9des of the building, and alouvered vent is located beneath the groups of windows. (Phato

2)

The esdt (rear) eevation of the building contains two 2/2-gory, red-brick ells and a centrd two-
gory clapboard dightly rounded addition projecting from the reer of the building, congtructed in
1985. (Photo 3) The two-story projecting addition extends beyond the reer wall of the red-brick
wings and istwo bays degp. Sheathed in pae yellow wooden clgpboard with white trim, this
addition features a nearly flat roof and smal &/1 double-hung windows. A subgtantia red-brick
chimney extendswell above the roof of the 1985 wing. The two 2/2-gory, red-brick dls are
nearly identical and feature pesked roofs, avariety of window dzes, including 12/12, paired 9/9,
6/6, and 88 double-hung windows. Where the 1956 additions were removed, the origina
window openings were retored intheir original locations and cagt one sills were employed.

(continued)
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Additionally, the octagond louvered openings inthe gable endsof the dlls were retained and are
still present. A shed dormer extends out from the roofline of the ends of the building on the north
and south sdes of the projecting elsto provide light and air to the second floor through 12/12,
double-hung saeh. A pedestrian entrance is located on the first floor in a recessad entrance below
the shed dormer on the north end of the building, and awindow exigts on the south end of the
building. The rear devations of the north and south wings are solid brick walls relieved only by
two smdl window openings inthe south wing and one window opening inthe north wing. A
handicap-accessible ramp extends adong the reer devation to araised entrance inthe 1986
addition.

The interior of the former Franklin Schoal building retainsitsoriginal 1931 floor plan conssting
of adoubleloaded corridor with exposad brick walls and arches, saircases, and full-height
ceilings. (Photos5, 6) The 16 residentid units were carefully sited within existing goeces as pat
of a 1985 adaptive reuse project. On the first floor there are eight residentid units located within
the five former dlasrooms, the hedth room and boys toilet, the teachers room and girls' toilet,
and the dgpboard addition. On the sscond floor there are dlso eight residentiad units located
within the three former dassrooms, two sorage aress, the library and boys' toilet, principal's
office and girls' toilet, and the dapboard addition. The basament retainsthe original boiler room
and janitors' room, both of which are still used for their original functions.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American stes are known on the Franklin School property, it is possible
that dtesare present. One Native Ste isknown inthe generd area(within one mile).
Environmenta characterigtics of the property represent locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage,
proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the presance of ancient dites. The Franklin School
occupies awell-drained, level to moderatdy doping terrace in dose proximity to Beaver Brook
and reated wetlands. Both Beaver Brook and swamplands are located within 1,000 feet northeast
of the Franklin School. Beaver Brook is part of the Charles River watershed.  In spite of the
above information, the potentia for locating significant ancient Native American resources on the
schoadl property islow. The 1931 construction of the Franklin School, 1956 additions to the reer
of the gtructure and their 1985 demoalition, new construction to the rear of the building in 1985,
and five new buildings added to the building complex behind the schoal in 1985 are all factors
that would have destroyed any ancient Native American resources located on the property.

A low potential also exigs for locating significant historic archaeologica resources on the
Franklin School property. No historic period resourcesthat predate congtruction of the school in
1931 have been identified. Construction of the Franklin School and later additions and

(continued)
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demoalitions would have destroyed any historic resourcesprior to 1931. Structurd evidence may
survive from additions medeto the reer of the school in 1956, then demolished in 1985. Mot of
the latter resources should be documented in school department records and design plans for the
school. For similar reasons, components of the school built in 1956 and demolished in 1985
would have limited reseerch vaue.

(end)
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Name of Property
8. Statement nf Sionificancg

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

_J1 A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

JL C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Ribliographical Referfinr.es

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

EDtJCATIQN

Period of Significance
1931-1959

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

jm

Architect/Builder
Kilham, Hopkins & Greely

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): HPCA #21150

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
__ State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency
Federal agency

. Local government
_University
__ Other

Name of repository:

X |

Cary Memorial Library, Lexington, MA
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The Franklin School building is significant as an example of aGeorgian Revival style dementary
schodl congtructed during the Great Depression in Lexington, MA. The property isdligiblefor
listing under Criteria A and C a the locd leve as the only dementary school congructed as part
of an educationd building campaign by the Town of Lexington in the 1930s and as awell-
presarved example of aGeorgian Revival syle primary schodl inLexington. The building isdso
sgnificant for its assodiations with the locally and regionaly prominent firm of Kilham, Hopkins
& Gredy Architects. Thisformer school building was one of the important educationd facilities
in the town, fulfilling the educationa nesds of the towngpeople of Lexington for over fifty years

The former Franklin School & 7 Stedman Road was erected in 1931 to servethe town's need to
expand its primary school facilities. Dueto continualy expanding student enrollment throughout
the community, the original school was extensvely expanded in 1956 into a connected three-
building complex. In 1983, due to adramatic decline in Sudent enrollment and the school's
inability to compete with services and capabilities of the more contemporary schools in the areg,
the Franklin School was closed. The school was sold by the Town and converted into an
gpatment complex in 1985. Aspart of the renovation, the 1956 additions were demolished and
five contemporary gpartment buildings were constructed.

Lexington, MA Brief Historical Overview

In 1636, the Generd Court of the Massachusatts Bay Colony granted nearly 600 acresof land in
the presant-day location of Lexington Center to Mr. Richard Herlarkenden. Thisarea, known
historically as Cambridge Farm, wes first settled as aparish of Cambridge, Massachusdtts in
1642, and was incorporated as a separatetown in 1713, Some reports claim that the town was
named in honor of Lord Lexington, a British nobleman.

For decades, Lexington showed modest growth, due to its proximity to Boston, while remaining
largely afarming community and providing Bogton with much of its produce. By 1698, the
population of the parish had reeched nearly 350 people. Over the next century, the colonies were
faced with agreat ded of oppresson and tyranny from the British. The mid-eighteenth century
saw the passng of the Stamp Act (1765), the Quartering Act (1765), the Tea Act (1773), and the
Intolerable Acts (1774), all of which were passed with the intent of maintaining order, rule, and
deedy revenue for the British within the colonies. The colonia activists, goearheeded by the
Sons of Liberty, inturn, met what they conddered oppressive British initiatives with extrame
resstance and opposition. By 1768, the British hed digoaiched two regiments to Boston, MA, to
insure that order would be maintained. However, over the next severd years, tension bawean
colonists and the British continued to grow rapidly. This tenson would come to a heed and boail
over in Lexington, MA.

(continued)
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Lexington isconddered one of the mogt significant towns connected with the American
Revolution, and was an extremey active community in the fight for indgpendence between the
colonigs and the British. The events connected with the April 18, 1775 rides of Paul Revere ad
William Dawes, and the following battles a Concord and Lexington, remain the mogt influential
and sgnificant events in Lexington's history. Following the American Revolution, the
towngpeople of Lexington, like many communities in New England, found themsdlves struggling
to successfully organize and sugtain their community as aresult of the chaotic date of
government affairs. Problems were plentiful and included the swift depreciation of currency,
leading to financid sruggles throughout the town and the country. In 1782, there was no money
available to be gppropriated for town expensssin Lexington.

Over the next century, the Town of Lexington saw little change inits infrastructure and its
devdopment as acommunity. Although the town was connected to other communitiesthrough
the introduction of the railroad sygem during the Industrial Revolution, the town remained
relatively unchanged, as mog Lexington resdents involved with industry and manufacturing
commuted to and from the City of Boston. Thetown remained largdly residentia through the

twentieth century.

Like mogt surrounding communities, Lexington benefited from the economic boom of the 1920s
This progperity weas reflected in aflurry of congtruction, especidly in the centra business didtrict,
including such projects as the Theater Block a 1792-1804 Massachusetts Avenue in 1918, the
nearby Norris Block in 1924, the Arcade Building in 1929, and new commercid buildings onthe
former dtes of the Kedey Ingtitute and the old town hall in 1927 and 1928 respectively. In 1921
done, 35 houdng developments were under congtruction, encompassing over 1,400 acres of land
in the town. While the Town vauation incressed from $7,826,000 in 1910 to $9,945,000 in 1920,
it more than doubled to $20,768,000 during the 1920s Furthermore, the population of the town
rosefrom 4,918 resdents in 1910 to 9467 resdents in 1930. Asaresult of widespread
devdopment throughout the areg, the population inflation put condderable drain on the Town's
resources. Sarvices for the growing number of resdents within the community of Lexington
included upgradesto the sawer sysems, schools and civic buildings including the new Town
Offices (1927). Additionsto existing schools and construction of new buildingsincluded a 1925
addition to the Parker Elementary School and the High School, as well as the proposd of the
congruction of an dementary school (the "new" Franklin School). Though congructed during
the Great Depression, the Franklin School was proposed a the height of prosperity during the
19205 and was one of the few new congruction projects that was not abandoned after the
financial panic of 1929 and the following Depresson era decade of the 1930s

In October 1929, the nation experienced the crash of the dock market, followed shortly thereefter
by the Greast Depresson.  Fortunately, Lexington's economy did not rely heavily onindustry,

(continued)
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thus, the full effects of the economic crisiswere tempered within the Town. However, Lexington
did not escepe the residud effects of the Depression. In the 1930s, Lexington, like all cities and
towns of the United States, was acommunity in need, seeking relief for the suffering its citizens
were experiencing due to the Depresson. Devdopment in the Town cameto ahat, and athough
the Town's population growth and prominence continued well into the late 19205 after the crash
of 1929, and for over a decade theresfter, only ahandful of congtruction projectswere funded. It
would not be until the 1960s that Lexington would again experience commercia and resdentia
devdopment growth on the same scdethat it had during the 1920s

By the mid-twentieth century, Lexington, as well a many of the townsaong what is now the
Route 128/1-95 corridor, experienced asurge in population due to post-WWI1 suburbanization,
the beby boom, and the sulbbsequent technology revolution. Property vaues in the Town soared,
and the school system became nationally recognized for its excellence,

Education in Lexington

The dementary education system in the United States underwent aprolific transformation with
the nationa common school movement for reform of dementary education, hereinafter referred
to as "the movement,” beginning as early as the 1830s The movement was characterized as a
naiona trend only becausethe individual gate educationa reform movements were occurring &
roughly the same time. In the early years of the movement, the lack of centrd control repeetedly
symied reformers efforts. The great school reformer Horace Mann, gppointed secretary to the
Board of Education in Massachuseits in 1837, had to rely on persuason and publicity to effect the
reform gods he and the other reformers sought. Mann traveled the Commonwed th encouraging
change, and while doing S0 he published extensive annud gatistics on education, though he hed
no power to enforcethe reform dandards. Only after the dates begen to centrdize authority by
assuming financial leverage over the locd digtricts could gate officialslike Mann enforce
dandards and reform by threatening to withhold funding from local districts. With Mann a the
helm, Massachusetts was one of the pioneers in the movement, and thus, was extremey
influentia to the movements development in other dates The common school reform
movement hed three main objectives; (1) to provideafree dementary education for every white
child living inthe United States, (2) to create trained educationd professionds in order to
encourage and maintain higher gandards in the educationd field; and (3) to establish a form of
datewide control over locd schools. Without acentralized point of control, progressin the
schod sysemswould not be possible.

Ore of the mogt notable achievements of the common school reform movement dedt with the
qudity' of education received by the pupilswithin the educationd sysem. The common school
reformers were concerned with establishing an age-graded sysem: a structure in which pupils
were sgparated into dasses bessd upon their ege and utilizing Sandardized textbooks. This

(continued)
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sygem is the cornergone for the modem-day grades 1 through 12. Traditionally, sudentsof all
agesinagivendistrict were grouped together in asingle room inwhich the various lessons were
taught (hereinafter referred to as the "ungraded” system). This sysdem meade lessons inefficient,
as only a handful of pupils were engaged in alesson a a specific time. With age-grading, every
dudent had an opportunity to be under the direction of the teacher during the entire sesson.
Students were all engaged in the samework a the same time because each of the dudentsweas a
the same educationd level. The prectice of the ungraded sysem and the lack of andardized
textbooks hed greetly reduced the efficiency of thelocd digtrict schools. School reformers
vigoroudy sought to iminate these inefficient practices inan effort to cost-effectively educate as
many children as possible. The reformers consdered the widespreed establishment of the age-
graded school as one of their paramount accomplishments.  Lexington, like many towns
throughout the gate, achieved the gods of the common school reformers, transforming its
educationd facilities from traditional, locally-controlled, ungraded schools, to schools separated
into specific gradesthat followed a gdandardized curriculum.

In the earliest years of Lexington's educationa system, the various geographica districts of the
Town hed their own ungraded schools where sudentsof all educationd levels would attend the
sare dases The earliest of these schools included the "old" South District School, builtin
1804, and the Warren schoadl (date of construction unknown), both of w hich were moved in 1852,
atached and used as a private resdence (extant a 376 Lincoln Street). By the 18805 three
ungraded ingtitutions remained in the outlying arees of Lexington, including the "new" South
District School/"old" Franklin Schoal (built in 1852, no longer extant) on Concord Street in the
south district of town, the Tidd School (built between 1852 and 1853; no longer extant) on
Hancock Street in the north part of town, and the Howard School (built betw ean 1853 and 1854;
no longer extant) on Lowell Street in the " Scotland District,” all of which included between six
and eight grades of sudentscombined into asingle classroom.

In additionto the archaic and ineffective curriculum sysgem in place a thesedistrict schoals, the
physica conditionsof the facilitieswere poor. The buildings, all of timber congtruction, were
conddered outdated for their function, and the cogt of repairs and dterations required for
continued use was conddered too high compared to new congtruction following the common
schod reform methods By 1890, the generd consensus of Town and gate officials and the
Lexington School Committee wes that the era of ungraded, mixed schools hed paessed. The
educationa opportunities afforded to Sudents of ungraded schools were inedequate, leaving the
dudentswith an inferior education than that obtained a graded schools. Thus, the decision wes
medeto rdocate all of the sudents from the four ungraded schoals to the "old" Hancock School
(original date of congtruction unknown, demolished due to fire in 1891) on Watham Strest ad
the "old" Adams Schoadl (ca. 1859; no longer extant) on Massachusats Avenue in Eagt
Lexington, where the new graded school sysem was ingtituted. The relocation of Sudentstothe
graded schools was determined a necessary gep to facilitate the transition toward the common
schoal reform movement.

(continued)
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Theold sygem of digtrict schools was discontinued in 1890 and new educationd facilitieswere
centrdized and controlled by the town. With this change, the Town became respongble for the
trangport of pupils from outlying arees Those sudentswho lived more than one milefrom the
Hancock Schoal or the Adams School were to be trangported & the expense of the Town. Over
the next half-century as the common school reform movement was permanently implemented into
the educational system in the Town, it proved a successful venture despite the ceesdess
controversy that was sparked by the trangition from the ungraded, district school sysem to the
graded sygem. The trangition was not ssamless as the population of Lexington expanded rapidly
throughout the lag half of the nineteenth century and gpacewas a continual problem for the
school sysem. Additionally, many of the families along the outer lying aress of Town were
forced to send their children a great distance to atend school. The new, graded schools
condructed in Town were designed and sted to centrdize the educationa system through the
implementation of a gandardized curriculum and the geographica locations of the schoolhouses
With the previous district system, students were afforded the opportunity' to take their mid-day
medsa home, whereas inthe graded school sysem miany sudentswere required to remain &
schoadl during their bresk due to the digance between the school and their homes

Astime passad and the graded school syslem wias fully embraced by the Town of Lexington, the
School Committee again faced, s it had during in the mid-nineteenth century, therapid
deterioration of the schoal facilities. Eventudly, the existing school facilities became outdated
and began to deteriorate to such a degreethat they were unauitable to hold dasses. By 1912, only
one (the "old" Adams School) of the saven school buildings occupied in 1867 continued to be in
us= which included the "old" High School (built in 1846 &s the town hall, used as high school
from 1872-1890, demolished 1902), the "old" Hancock School (date of congtruction unknown,
demolished by fire 1891), the "old" Adams School (built 1859, demoalished in 1940), the Tidd
School (built 1852-1853, demolished, date unknown), the Howard School (built 1853-1854,
demolished, date unknown), the Warren School (date of congtruction unknown, moved 1852),
and the "old" Franklin Schoal (built in 1852, demolished, date unknown).

Thus, a change was undertaken during the lag quarter of the nineteenth century and thefirst
quarter of the twentieth centur>' to construct more modem educationd facilitiesthat were
centrally located and included the separation of grades inthe curriculum. A majority of the
buildings that were congtructed during this era were designed inbrick and sone as a fireproofing
technique and to promote the modernity of the buildings. By 1891, consideration for anew,
modem school building was being undertaken to replace of the "old" Hancock School on
Waeltham Street. The "new" Hancock School (NR, 1975) opened in the fall of 1891, but during
the congtruction of the new school, the "old" Hancock School bumed.

(continued)
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There are no examples of district schools intheir original form because they were razed or sold
for converson into dwellings. Both the "old" Franklin School and the Warren School were
purchesad by J Willard Hayden in 1903, moved to 376 Lincoln Street, and converted into a
sngle private resdence.  Following the congtruction of the "new" Hancock Schoal in 1891, the
School Committee determined that the former Town Hal (demolished 1902), erected in 1846,
which had been used for over thirty yearsto housethe high schoadl level sudents, was no longer
fit for use as an educationd facility, prompting the decison in 1901 to erect anew brick building
on the dte of the existing structure to sarve as the new high school. By transferring the high
school level sudents from the "new" Hancock School and the Adams Schoal to the new high
school, the pressurethat had been placed on those facilities was temporarily dleviated; but within
afew yearsthe drain on the grammar schools was 0 great that in 1904 the decison was again
medeto erect another school for grammar school pupilsinthe vicinity of Bloomfield Stret. This
new building wes dedicated the following year and named the Munroe School. Like theyears
that preceded the erection of the Munroe Schoadl (extant), the population growth of Lexington was
rdentless during the first quarter of thetwentieth century. By 1913, the town again found its
educationa resources straining to remain efficient and effective, compelling the School
Committee to again vote in favor of erecting yet ancther new grammar school cadled the "new”
Adams School (extant), which would replace the "old" Adams School in Eagt Lexington. Also,
by 1915, the Munroe School had bean enlarged to accommodate the rapid population growth in
Lexington. By the 1920s the population in Lexington began to increese even more with the
congtruction of new housing. To sarvethe growing population of children, aplan to condruct a
number of additiona educationd buildings was developed by the Town. The decadeof the 1920s
saw the congruction of the Parker Schoal (extant) in 1920, which was enlarged in 1925. The
High School dso received an additionin 1925.

Overdl, the American education sysem began expanding significantly after World Wer |. One
agpect was the widespread growlh of educationd facilities and the increase in numbers of
teechers and dudentsduring the early 1920s However, the decade-long depresson that beganin
1929 shook American optimism and dtered the role of government in economic affairs.
Following the sock market crash of 1929, the American people, including those in Lexington,
were consumed by the swift economic collapse. Never before had 0 many Americans logt 0
much during such ashort period. Prior to this period of panic, communities such as Lexington
were experiencing a period of extensve growth, and the Town's education facilitieswere quickly
filling to cgpacity. Inthe Town of Lexington's 1928 Annua Report to the School Committeg, it
wes noted that the Town of Lexington weas growing a arate of nearly four school roomsor
approximately 150 students per year. According to asimilar report in 1931, the population
growth of the Town of Lexington over the previous ten years, while markedly less than many
neighboring towns, hed nevertheess bean very pronounced; and it was safe to essumethat the
growth of the Town was not complete. Such increese in population caused many new civic
problems not the leegt of which was providing adequate educationa facilities.

(continued)
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The 1928 report noted that the increased sudent population was housed in all available Town
Foece and that the Town's school accommodations would reech maximum capacity by 1929, As
areault, aplan to expand the Town's educationa facilitiesto acoommodate itsadditiona sudents
was devedoped. One location was proposed for the constmction of anew dementary schoal (the
"new" Franklin Schoal) in the southern section of Town. Stuated in a less heavily devdoped
part of Town, the dassoom dzeswould remain manageable and the school would be located
within walking digance from students homes The report dso suggested that options remain
open for additions to any and al of the existing schoal facilitiesin the future to acoommodate
further growth. Following the onsat of the Great Depresson, anumber of plans to further
modernize and advance the town's educationd facilitieswere suggested but never redized, as
only one such addition, to the Adams School, was undertaken in the 1930s In 1935, plans for a
new High Schoal were rgected; in 1940, the "old" Adams School was demolished; in 1944, a
Committee was gppointed to Sudy Stes for future schools, dthough no schools were immediatey
planned; and in 1945, a plan for a kindergarten was dso rejected. The devdopment of the
Lexington public school sygem remained inactive until the technology boom of the 1980s and
1970s and it was only then that the community's educationa infrastructurewas again andyzed
and eventudly modemized. The Franklin Schoadl is representative of acommunity expanding its
educationa facilitiesto accommodate itsgrowing population and is noted as the only school
building congmcted in Lexington during the 1930s

The Franklin School

The Franklin Schoadl a 7 Stedman Roed (formerly "Allen Street™) was condructed in 1931 in the
southern district of Lexington. It was the third school inthis areaof Lexington. Thefirst schodl,
known &s the South District School, was congtructed in 1804 on Concord Avenue and sold for
$53 in 1852 after the constmction of the new, two-story South District School. The origina 1804
building hes snce been demolished. The new South District School was renamed by the School
Committee in 1858 as Lexington's first Franklin School after Benjamin Franklin; this school was
condructed on land neer the dte of the 1804 school on Concord Avenue. Many of the other
schoals in town were aso renamed to honor prominent Americans - the Southeest District School
in Eag Lexington becamethe Adams Schoal after John Adams and the Center District School
became the Hancock School after John Hancock. The original Franklin School dosed in 1891 es
aresuk of declining enrollments. In 1903, dlong with the Warren School on nearby School
Stredt, the first Franklin School was purchased by J. Willard Hayden and moved to 376 Lincoln
Street, where the two school buildings sand today as asingle, private residence.

In the late 1920s aragpid increase in the town's population resulted in the School Committee
recommending anew Franklin School be congmcted in the south district. 1n 1930, the Town
voted to gppropriate $132,000 to purcheseaparcd of eight acresand to build the new Franklin
School on Allen Street. The Georgian Reviva style school opened on September 9, 1931. Buik

(continued)
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& an eight room, two-gtory building, it accommodated grades one through six. It was desgned
with asinglelloaded corridor with all dassrooms located to the west dde of the main corridor to
accommodate future additions, as needed. The School Committee, upon the occasion of the
building's completion, noted in their 1931 report, "We bdieve this schoal, with its future
possibilities, in an excelent example of wise educationd planning and designing.”

When condructed in 1931 as an dementary school for grades one through six, the Franklin
School was designed to accommodete a pair of future additions to the eest (which would
eventudly be condructed in 1956), with the eight dassoomsall Sted to the west of the main
corridor with windowsfacing west, north, and eest. When originally constructed, the building
accommodated five dassrooms on the first floor, two toilets, ateachers room, hedth room, and
large "exerdse room" with adjoining kitchen to be used for physica education, lunch room, and
auditorium. The sscond floor contained three dassrooms, two toilets, the library, principal’s
office, and doragerooms. The boiler and janitors rooms were in the basament. Reports a the
time of its opening note that the color scheme for the school wes "rather unusud™ for a school
building, but the soft colors gave an informa and pleesing effect. The dasroomswere nated to
be equipped with modem movable fumiture and cloakrooms.  Floors throughout were covered
with ok or linoleum.

The school remained an important fixture of education in the southem areaof Lexington until the
mid-1980s when it was closed following the construction and opening of the Jonas Clarke Middle
School in 1976. The Clarke Middle Schoal, located directly north of the Franklin School, reflects
the modern period of economic improvement inthe area The Clarke Middle Schodl enrolled
gradesfive through eight. Students in grades one through four were relocated from the Franklin
Schoal to the Bridge Elementary School on Middleby Roed (congtructed in 1956). The decade
of the 1980swas a period of immense population growth in the region, epecidly dong the Route
128 corridor. The 65,000-square-foot Jonas Clarke Middle School dwarfed the Franklin School
and incorporated new technology and congtruction techniques. Percaived a the time as obsolete,
the Georgian Reviva Franklin School was sold in 1985 to The Community Builders, to be
converted to gpatments.

The Franklin School served this areaof Lexington as the Town's population grew. By the early
1950s ore report notesthat the enrollment a Franklin was 235 children. Anadditional 228 area
children atended other dementary schools because there was not room for them a Franklin. To
accommodate children that would move into proposed residentia developments, in 1953 the
Elementary School Facilities Committee proposad an addition to the school. Initially, eight
dassooms were recommended, but citing the continued rapid growth in enrollment, the
recommendation was increased to ten dassooms. The funding was approved & Annua Town
Mesting in 1956 and construction commenced.

(continued)
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The 1956 addition, desgned by the firm of Kilham, Hopkins, Gredy & Brodie, was consgent
with the style and design of theoriginal building. The addition contained ten dassooms, an al-
purpose room with a stage, toilet rooms, a hedth room, and a new schodl library.

Asaresult of declining enrollments, census datapredictions, and budget condraints the School
Committee, in March 1983, unanimoudy voted to dosethe schodl a the end of the academic
year. During its 52-year tenure, the school educated more than 17,000 sudents. Its peek capacity
was in 1966 when enrollment totaled 560 dudents InJuly 1983, the Town of Lexington
advertisad the surplus school building for rent. Initially, the property was rented to the
Assamblies of God for one year; then in 1985, the town entered into a long-term agreament with
the Franklin School Housing Limited Partnership to renovate the school for gpartments.

The schodl was designed by the noted architectura firm of Kilham, Hopkins & Gredy of Bogton,
which is best known for itseducationd and residentid work. The senior partner of the firm,
Wadter H. Kilham (1868-1948), a prominent architect of histime, desgned many schools and
public buildings in Massachusetts In 1898, Kilham opened his practice in Bogon under his own
namea 9 Pak Street. Two years later he entered into partnership with James C. Hopkins (1873-
1938). During the next twenty-five years, they developed alarge practice and designed numerous
educationd buildings, public ructures, and private reddences across Massachusatts In 1925,
William R. Gredey joined the firm.

Among the major works of Kilham & Hopkins during the first twenty years of their prectice
were: Whitman and Barnard Halls a Radcliffe College in Cambridge (1910), Dedham High
Schoal (1914), Wdtham City Hall (ca. 1915), Lincoln School & Framingham (1919), and Tucker
Schoal inMilton (1923-24), all of which remain extant. Inits later period, Kilham, Hopkins &
Gredey sarved as architects of other buildings of note including the Wentworth Indtitute
Auditorium in Bogon (1926) and the Bogton Public Library Faneuil Branch (1931-1932), bath
which remain extant. Within Lexington, the firm desgned the Cary Library (1906) ad
ubssquent renovations (1956), as well as the Lexington Town Office Building (1927), both of
which remain prominent buildings within the center of town.

The architecture firm of Tise Wilhelm & Asociates of Brookline, MA designed the 1935
renovations, which included the remova of the 1956 additions. Five freestanding townhouse
buildings providing an additiona 22 units of housng were congdmcted within the gpproximate
footprint of the 1956 addition. The original school building was converted to 16 units of housing,
eight within the dassrooms, and the remainder within the original toilet rooms and adjacent
offices, former exercise room a the first and secondfl oors,and within the two Sorage aress a
the second floor. Currently the building is owned and managed by The Community Builders, Inc.
The entire complex continues to include 16 units of housing in the school and 22 units in adjacent
townhouses.

(end)
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the Franklin School begins a Stedman Road extending eest dong the north side
of theorigina building, just south of the primary accessdriveway. At the eastern edgeof the
building, the boundary goes south, following the footprint of the building aong its eest and south
devations. The boundary then extends out five feet from the north, eedt, and south eevations of
the school. The boundary then extendswest dong the south sSde of the original building, just
north of the primary acoessdriveway, continuing west and terminating & Stedman Road.

Verbal Boundary Justification

The boundary of the Franklin School includes land totaling less than one acre, which represents
the extant former Franklin School (located on parcd 83B, assessor's migp #24), in Lexington,
MA. The boundary extendsout five feet from the building's faBade dong itsnorth, eest, ad
south devations. The western boundary includes the extengive front lawn, extending from the
wegt falBade of the building, westward to Stedman Road.

(end)
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the Franklin School begins & Stedman Road extending eegt dong the north Sde
of theorigina building, just south of the primary accessdriveway. At the eastern edge of the
building, the boundary goes south, following the footprint of the building dong its eest and south
devations The boundary then extends out five feet from the north, eest, and south devations of
the school. The boundary then extendswest dong the south sde of the original building, just
north of the primary acocess driveway, continuing west and terminating & Stedmen Road.

Verbal Boundary Jugtification

The boundary of the Franklin Schoadl includes land totaling less than one acre, which represents
the extant former Franklin School (located on parcd 83B, assessor's mgp #24), in Lexington,
MA. The boundary extendsout five feet from the building's faGade dlong its north, eedt, ad
south eevations. The western boundary indludes the extendve front lawn, extending from the
west falBade of the building, westward to Stledman Road.

The boundary excludes five buildings added to the parcd in 1985, located behind the Franklin
Schooal.

(end)
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EXISTING CONDITIONS PHOTOGRAPHS

MA Lexington (Middlesex County) Franklin School01.jpg
Name: Franklin School*
Location: 7 Stedman Road, Lexington, Middlesex County, Massactiusetts*
Photographer: Maureen Cavanaugh, Epsilon Associates, Inc.*
Date: April 2008*
Location of Negative: Original Digital Image at Epsilon Associates, Inc., Maynard, MA*
Description of View: View northeast of west elevation. Franklin School

MA Lexington (Middlesex County) Franklin School02.jpg
Description of View: View northwest of south and east elevations. Franklin School

MA Lexington (Middlesex County) Franklin School03.jpg
Description of View: View northwest of east elevation. Franklin School

MA Lexington (Middlesex County) Franklin School04.jpg
Description of View: View north of inferior unit with fanlight. Franklin School

MA Lexington (Middlesex County) Franklin School05.jpg
Description of View: View west of interior staircase. Franklin School

* Applies to all photographs
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TABLE 1: EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES OF LEXINGTON, MA

School Name Date of Construction

UNGRADED SCHOOLS

"Old" South District School 1804
"New" South District School / 1852 (renamed 1858)
"Old" Franklin School

e Tidd School 1852-1853
Howard School 1853-1854
Warren School unknown

HIGH SCHOOL
Town Hall / "Old" High School 1846 (used as High School 1872-
1890)

"New" High School 1902 (addition 1925)

GRADED SCHOOLS
« "Old" Adams Grammar School 1859
. "New" Adams School 1913

¢ "Old" Hancock Grammar School unknown

. "New"Hancock School 1891

e Munroe School 1904 (addition 1915)
. "New" Franklin School 1930 (addition 1953)
» Parker School 1920 (addition 1925)

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

Franklin Schod
Lexington (Middlesex), MA

Status

Moved (1903), private
residence
Demolished, date unknown

Demolished, date unknown
Demolished, date unknown

Moved (1903), private
residence

Demolished (1902)

Unknown

Demolished (1940)

Extant (purchased from the
town in 1983 by the Waldorf
School)

Demolished by fire (1891)
Unknown

Extant (purchased from the
town by Lexington Friends of
the Arts, used asthe Munroe
Center forthe Arts)

Extant (purchased from the
town in 1985 by the Franklin
School Apartments)

Extant (present use
unknown)
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1201 Eye Strest, NW, 8" floor

Woashington, DC 20005
NAT. REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Dear Mr. Loether:

Endosad pleese find the following nomination form:
Franklin School, 7 Sedman Road, Lexington (Middlesex), MA

The nomination hes bean voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes bean sgned by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Siate
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commen.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg {
Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC Maureen Cavanaugh, Epsilon AssodatesInc.
The Community Builders, Inc.
David Kdland, Lexington Higtorical Commission
Norman Cohen, Chair, Lexington Board of Sdedimen
Chales Homig, Ranning Boad

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 « Fax:(617) 727-5128
www. state, ma. us/sec/mhc



The Commonwedth of M assachusdtts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Augugt 5, 2009 Massachusetts Historical Commission

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regigter of Historic Haces
Depatment of theInterior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Stregt, NW, 8* floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed pleese find the foll owing revised nomination form for:

Franklin School, 7 Sedmean Road, Lexington (Middlesex), MA
Reference no. 09000437

Changes have been made that were requested in NR return sheet of June 17, 2009. These changes
redraw the boundaries to exclude five noncontributing buildings, and amend the text and
geographic information.

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes bean Sgned by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC. Maureen Cavaneugh, Kate Myer, Epsilon Assodates Inc.
The Community Builders, Inc.
David Kdland, Lexington Higoricd Commission
Normen Cohen, Chair, Lexington Board of Sdedmen
Chales Homig, Ranning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www. state, ma. us/sec/mhc



Patrick Andrus/WASO/NPS To Betsy Friedberg
09/29/2009 08:31 AM cc

bce
Subject Franklin School

Hi Betsy: thanks for sending in the revised nomination for the Franklin School (Lexington). It was listed in
the National Register on 9/25. The nomination did not include a disc of the digital images. Could you
check to see if you still have the disc in your office and send it to me.

Thanks,
Patrick

Patrick W. Andrus

Historian

National Register of Historic Places
Patrick_Andrus@nps.gov



