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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Haggles House is unlike other four square houses in that it is only one 
room deep. The two story building is not extremely large, but has some trulj 
outstanding architectural features.
The most distinctive feature of the house is the "Flying" staircase which 
rises from the front hall, then divides into two reverse stairs without 
lateral support. Mantles and other interior wood finish were carved. Much 
of the fine work was completed with a pen knife, including the rope beading 
on the cornices of the fireplace and a swastika design below the mantle in 
the dining room.
The elaborate carvings are over ornate, but this was typical of the archi­ 
tecture of the time of the Haggles House construction. The doorway that 
opens into the front hall is an example of the change tlwrc was in progress 
when builders were going from the Georgian to the neo-c/lassic style of 
architecture.
The home has lovely fluting on the window sills, and delicately carved 
cornices around the eaves. This is all fine handwork, not jig saw 
gingerbreading. /
Before restoration work commenced in 19^8, the house was badly in need of 
repair. Due to restoration projects, the Haggles House is at present 
considered to be in excellent condition.
Originally an ell containing a kitchen, dining room and three bedrooms was 
connected to the home. When restoration work was initiated Society members 
decided that the ell would not be reconstructed due to its poor condition.
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The Haggles House, known as the "House with the Wonderful Carvings" was 
built by Aaron She/rman of Duxbury Falls, Massachusetts. He constructed a 
number of homes in the Columbia Falls area, but the Haggles House is 
considered to be his finest effort. ,
The owner of the house was Thomas Haggles, who came to Columbia Falls in 
1770 from Rochester, Massachusetts, ^ver the course of years he became 
the area ! s largest owner of timberland. He was owner of a sawmill, post­ 
master, merchant, captain of the militia, shipbuilder and owner of a flee 
lumber carrying vessels. He was also justice of the court in Machias. 
Haggles died soon after the house was completed in 1820. His last 
died in the 1920's. The house was left unattended until 1938 when Miss 
Chandler, a descendent of the builder rallied support for its preservatio 
When Sherraan had completed his tasks, Judge Haggles imported one of the 
finest wood carvers in England to decorate the interior of the house, 
man, whose name is unknown, spent over three years at his painstaking 
For his efforts he received over $3,000.00 for the parlor carving alone. 
The "Flying" staircase is held in such high regard that the Metropolitan 
Maseum once offered Miss Chandler $1000.00 for it. The late Harrison 
Williams, a noted architect, said that it is the only flying staircase of 
period anywhere that never has needed repairs or reinforcement, and that • 
Haggles House is one of the amplest and most spaciously planned small hounes 
in the world.
In 19U9 the Haggles House Society was formed to restore the house and open 
it to public display. The group is currently in charge of the house.
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Seligmann, H. J., First Flower of the Wilderness, The Haggles House, Down
East Magazine, June i960, pp. 1*7-50 
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Porter, Frederick, article in the Architectural Review of 1 
The Golden Treasury of Early American Homes, Hawthorne Pub]
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