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The northern block of Walnut Street forms a well-defined neighborhood district
with single family homes on closely spaced lots. Facade lines are even, structures
are situated toward the front of the lots, and large trees line the broad street which
is boarded with sidewalks. The character of the district is further heightened by
its compactness and the contrast with the surrounding areas which have succumbed to
modern construction and the subdivision of older houses into apartment buildings. Adjacent
to the district is the one modern intrusion in this block, a one-story brick YWCA building.

Fifteen houses are located on the eastern side of the street, twelve on the western
side, and two face Hermitage Drive. Constructed during a period of 40 years, from 1889
to 1930, the buildings reflect the changing stylistic influences of the period. Three
major house types predominate: large, frame structures with Victorian and/or Classical
details dating from the earliest years of the district's development; small, frame and
brick cottages with either Victorian massing and detail or strong California Cottage
influences; and later (c. 1918-1930) two-story, brick structures derived from the
Georgian Revival of the early 20th Century.

Of the earlier frame structures, the most notable are the Howell-Jones House (18)
and the McGee House (12). The Howell-Jones House (c. 1904) is a two-and-a-half story
structure influenced by the Queen Anne style and featuring an octagonal turret, while
the McGee House (c. 1890) is less ornate and exhibits a bracketed cornice and turned
posts supporting a three-sided verandah. More typical of the earlier structures is the
rather severe Price Homestead (2) with its comparative simple massing and restrained
ornamentation consisting of scalloped siding separating the second and first floors,
Tuscan columns for the portico and decorative scroll work on the gabled bay.

Of the early cottages the most notable is the Young House (7). Constructed in 1904
of rusticated cement block, it is finely treated with decorated lintels, dentiled
cornice, egg and dart moulding below the freize and stamped metal ornamenting the front
gable. The influence of the California Cottage or bungalow style is most strongly marked
in the 1920 Scarborough-Wallace House (3), with its large front gabled porch and extended,
open eaves.

Among the later structures, the Jackson House (19), a rectangular brick structure
with quions, symmetrical window placement, an off-center portico with fluted box columns
and dentiled cornice is most clearly derived from the Georgian Revival style of the early
20th Century. Employing the same box-like shape and symmetrical fenestration, the
Swinea House (14), the Redd-Morris House (17), and the Hitchcock-Koonce House (16) are
less literal adaptations which employ distinctly 20th Century features such as side
eaves, porticos with tapered box columns on piers, and large dormers.
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Dowdy-Holley Place (602 N. Walnut): c. 1930, one and a half stories, brick, gabled
roof, gabled central dormer, entrance framed with pilasters.

Price Homestead (502 N. Walnut): c. 1889, Victorian, two-story, frame, combination
gabled and hipped roof with tin shingles, course of scalloped siding separates first
and second floors, vergeboards in some gables, Tuscan columns.

The Scarborough-Wallace House (514 N. Walnut): c. 1920, California Cottage, one and
a half stories, stucco over wood, wide, open eaves, gabled front portico supported
by square colums on tapered brick piers.

The Norquist-Ingram House (510 N. Walnut): c. 1919, California Cottage, influences,
one and a half stories, stucco over wood, gabled roof, hipped front portico, wide
eaves.

The Henley Cottage (506 N. Walnut): c. 1900, Victorian Cottage, one and a half
stories, frame, two brick chimmeys.

The Karney Cottage (512 N. Walnut): c. 1902; Victorian Cottage, one and a half
stories, frame, combination gabled and hipped roof, gable-ends have shingles and
vergeboards, turned posts support porch on three sides, gabled bay window.

The Young House (446 N. Walnut): c. 1901, late Victorian Cottage, one and a half
stories, rusticated cement block, complex roofline, dentiled cornice, egg and dart
moulding below frieze, deocrated lintils.

The Lynn-Perry House (442 N& Walnut): c. 1903, Victorian Cottage, one and a half
stories, frame, cross-gabled roof, central chimney, porch columns replaced with
metal ones.

The Shepard-Kerr House (438 N. Walnut): early 20th Century, one and a half stories,
frame, pyramidal and gabled roof, gabled dormers, stamped tin shingles.

Koonce-Callaway House (434 N. Walnut): c. 1924, one and a half stories, brick ground
floor, shingled half story, gabled front porch, shed dormer.

Prosser-Johnston Place (430 N. Walnut): c. 1926, Georgian Revival influences,
rectangular shape, hipped roof, wide eaves, central portico with fluted Tuscan
colums, ornate brick work forms arch above ground floor windows.

McGee House (424 N. Walnut): c. 1890, Victorian, two-story, frame, one-story porch
with turned posts extends around side of house, bracketed cornice, vergeboards in
gable.

The J.A. Koonce Residence (414 N. Walnut): c. 1920, influence by Colonial Revival,
double verandah with heavy, paneled box columns on brick piers.
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The Swinea House (410 N. Walnut): c. 1922, Georgian Revival influences, two-story,
brick, rectangular shape, hipped roof, wide eaves with box cornice, paired windows,
three-quarter width front porch with tapered colums, and square brick piers, hipped
dormer.

The Ashcraft House (404 N. Walnut): c. 1920, two-story, brick, stuccoed second
floor, extended bracketed eaves, hipped roof, porch with brick piers.

The Hitchcock-Koonce House (401 N. Walnut): c. 1922, Georgian Revival influences,
two-story, brick hipped roof, porch with square piers.

The Redd-Morris House (405 N. Walnut): c. 1923, two-story, brick with stucco,
rectangular shape, hipped roof, wide eaves, tapered box colums, support half
hipped porch.

The Howell-Jones House (411 N. Walnut): c. 1904, Queen Anne influences, two and a
half stories, frame, large front gable, octagonal turret, Ionic columns.

The Jackson House (419 N. Walnut): c. 1918, Georgian Revival influences, two-story
brick, hipped roof, wide eaves, quions, classically detailed portico and porte
cochere, hipped central dormer.

Nance House (425 N. Walnut): c. 1905, two-story, frame, hipped and pyramidal roof,
severely plain, one central chimney.

The Ingram-Nance House (429 N. Walnut): c. 1902, two-story, frame, gabled roof,
metal shingles, gabled front bay, portico with Tuscan columns on pedestals,
shingled gable ends.

The Koonce-Collum House (433 N. Walnut): c. 1924, two-story, frame, gabled roof,
irregular massing, beveled glass entrance.

The Sheppard-Murray Cottage (439 N. Walnut): c. 1900, one-story, gabled front L
porch with heavy paneled box columns on paneled pedestals.

The Sheppard House (447 N. Walnut): c. 1907, late Victorian, two-story, frame,
complex roofline and massing, gabled front bay, shingled panels, paired Tuscan
columns for porch.

The Trousdale-Warren Place (501 N. Walnut): c. 1925, two-story, brick, front L,
hipped roof, wide bracketed cornice, Tuscan columns.

The Lucas-Nance House (507 N. Walnut): c. 1890, Georgian Revival influences, two-

story frame, hipped roof with front gable, stamped tin shingles, dentiled cornice.
front verandah topped with balustrade, hipped dormer with diamond-shaped panes.

GPO 892 455
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28.

29.

The Newsom-Jackson House (515 N. Walnut): c. 1922, one and a half stories, frame,
gabled roof, gabled front portico with wide, open eaves, tapered box columns on
pedestals.

The Camper-O'Neal House (330 Hermitage Drive): c. 1890, Victorian, two-story,
frame, combination gabled and hipped roof, bay windows, shingled gable ends,
intricately carved front entrance door.

McKelvy Pool House (316 Hermitage Drive): c. 1920, one and a half stories, frame,
recessed full width portico, gabled roof, central gabled dormer.

GPO. 892 455
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The historic significance of the Walnut Street Historic District lies in its re-

flection of the economic growth of Florence during the four decades from 1890 to 1930,

reflected in the three distinct waves of construction which took place within the

district and its comfortable upper-middle class nature. The twenty-nine structures
| concentrated on the northern end of Walnut Street comprised one of the town's more
fashionable residential areas during the late 19th and early 20th centuries and re-
| flects the tastes, fortunes and lifestyles of the prominent merchants, business and
professional people who built their homes along the street. Spanning forty years in
their construction dates, the residences of the district reflect the changing stylistic
influences of the era, and the district contains several large and notable examples of
late Victorian architecture, numerous brick residences strongly influenced by the
Ceorgian Revival style, and small well-crafted homes with either Victorian or
California Cottage influences. The development of the district took place during a
period of great urban and industrial growth for Florence and its emergence is closely
associated with the national, regional, and local economic trends of the period.

The tides of industrialization and urbanization began to rise in Florence in 1889.
In that year, George Goethals, later chief engineer of construction for the Panama
Canal, completed his project to build canals around Muscle Shoals, making the Tennessee
River even more important in the economic life of Florence. N.C. Elting came to
establish the First National Bank, a main monetary artery of the.city, and Florence
enjoyed an even greater boom when the famous Florence Wagon Works moved to the city.
Railroading, iron foundaries, and cotton mills also figured into the development of
the city, which increased in population five-fold between the years 1880 and 1900.

During the 1890's members of the professional and business elite began building

; their homes to the east of the older residential sections of the town and Walnut Street
rapidly became a choice location. The first residence was that of Dr. W.F. Price, one
of the leading physicians of North Alabama. His home, The Price Homestead (2), was a
large imposing structure which boasted the first telephone in the city. N.W. Camper,
who established The Floreénce Times in 1890, was not long in constructing his fine home
(28) on the street, and was followed by H.P. Lucas, one of the largest grocery whole-
salers in the area, who erected his home shortly after 1890. During this period the
McGee House (12), a large, Victorian influenced structure, was completed.

The great economic boom in Florence cooled somewhat in the early 1900's and
although large, fine homes continued to be constructed (notably the Howell-Jones House
(5), a Queen Anne influenced home built in 1904 by T.A. Howell, superintendent of the
Florence Water Department), smaller and less pretentious cottages began to dot the
street. After 1907 construction halted until 1918 when prosperity was again on the rise.
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In the 1920's, however, Florence began to experience a second great economic boon. In
1925 Wilson Dam was completed, Gardiner-Warring Knitting Mills commenced operation two
years later, and Henry Ford sparked speculation that his plants would locate in Florence
and would merge the city with Huntsville as one continuous urban area.

Walnut Street is as much a reflection of the second period of great prosperity
as the first and the remaining 15 houses, the majority of which are large two-story,
brick residences, were constructed during this period. Eugene Prosser, one of the
owners of the Florence Lumber Company, located on Walnut Street (11), as did Arthur
Chandler, a timber buyer and land speculator. Although a considerable mumber of the
new structures were built by businessmen, other newcomers to the neighborhood re-
presented the professions of law, ministry, teaching, and medicine. Dr. A.A. Jackson,

, who constructed a substantial and classically-detailed brick home in 1918, established
| the first medical clinic in Florence along with another Walnut Street resident, Dr.
W. J. Callaway.

The most noted district resident was Edward A. O'Neal, who purchased the
Camper-0'Neal House (26) in 1931. O'Neal, headed the American Farm Bureau and was
Roosevelt's most important farm advisor during the first years of the New Deal.

No new construction has taken place in the district since 1930 and the street,

which has retained its comfortable middle-class community, is in excellent condition,
‘ the homes are well kept, and the residents have formed a strong neighborhood
i association to prevent the rapid decline and commercial encroachments which have
| overtaken the surrounding neighborhoods and to half the threatened expansion of the
l nearby University of North Alabama into the area.
|
|
|
|
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southerly 780 feet to the southern lot line of the Jackson House, thence easterly 50
feet,thence southerly along the rear lot lines of the houses facing east on Walnut to
the center of Tuscaloosa Street, thence easterly to the point of origin.
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i

Inventory of The Walnut Street Neighborhood Historic District

1. The Dowdy-Holley Place (602 N. Walnut): c. 1930, style common to
the 1930's, 1 1/2 stories, red brick, exterior chimney, design in
exterior brick of chimney, gabled roof;, gabled dormer, tin shingles.

2. The Price Homestead (520 N. Walnut): c. 1889, Victorian, 2 stories,
wood frame, combination gabled and hipped roof s roof covered by tin and
asphalt shingles, bargeboards featured on some of the gables.

3. The Scarborough-Wallace House (514 N. Walnut): c¢. 1920, Bungaloid,
1 1/2 stories, stucco over wood, open eaves with rafters and bracketing,
asphalt shingles. )

4. The Norquist-Ingram House (510 N. Walnut): c¢. 1919, Bungaloid,
1 1/2 stories, stucco over wood, hipped roof, asphalt shingles, open
eaves with rafters and brackets, concrete front porch.

5. The Henley Cottage (506 N. Walnut): c. 1900, Victorian Cottage,
1 1/2 stories, wood frame, originally a three room cottage, end of
house originally built to face the street, two brick chimneys.

6. The Karney Cottage (512 N. Walnut): c. 1902, Victorian Cottage,

1 1/2 stories, wood frame, combination gabled and hipped roof, asphalt
shingles, bargeboards, front porch extends across three sides of the
front, roof of porch supported by eight turned posts.

7. The Young House (446 N. Walnut): c. 1901, late nineteenth century
style but not really Victorian, 1 1/2 stories, rock-faced brick, combina-
tion gabled and hipped roof, cornices, friezeboard w1th dentils, flat
arches over windows, front porch, roof of porch supported by four square
rock-faced brick columns.

8. The Lynn~Perry House (442 N. Walnut): c¢. 1903, Victorian, 1 1/2
stories, wood frame, central brick chimney, gabled roof, asphalt shingles,
large pane of etched glass in entrance door.

9. The shepard-Kerr House (438 N. Walnut): early twentieth century
style resembling steamboat architecture, 1 1/2 stories, wood frame,

combination hipped and gabled roof, two gabled dormers, stamped tin

shingles, concrete front porch.

10. The Koonce-Callaway House (434 N. Walnut): c¢. 1924, style common
to the 1920's, 2 stories, brick, combination roof types, asphalt shingles,
shed dormer.
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1). The Prosser-Johnston Place (430 N. Walnut): c. 1926, box-style
common to the period, 2 stories, brick, hipped roof, asphalt shingles,
curved brick arches over the front windows on the first floor.

12. The McGee House-(424 N. Walnut): c. 1890, Victorian, 2 stories,
wood frame, three brick chimneys, one-story porch with baluster rail’
extends across three sided of house, roof of porch supported by sixteen
turned columns.

13. The J. A. Koonce Residence (414 N. Walnut): c¢. 1920, box-style,
2 stories, brick, asphalt shingles, three brick chimneys. :

14. The Swinea House (410 N. Walnut): c. 1922, box-style common for
the period, 2 -stories, brick, hipped roof, asphalt shlngles, concrete
front porch.

15. The Ashcraft House (404 N. Walnut): c. 1920, box-style common for
the period, 2 stories, brick and stucco, hipped roof, .asphalt shingles,
open eaves with brackets at the corners.

16. The Hitchcock-Koonce House (401 N. Walnut): c. 1922, box-style .
common for the perior, 2 stories, brick, hipped roof, asphalt shingles,
two brick chimneys, concrete front porch.’

17. The Redd-Morris House (405 N. Walnut): c. 1923, box-style common
for the period, 2 stories, stucco over brick, hipped roof, asphalt
shingles, front porch. :

18. The Howell-Jones House (411 N. Walnut): c. 1904, Victorian, 3 storiesj,
wood frame, tin and metal roof, front porch with baluster rail extends
across three sides_of house, rose tlnted glass in sidelights and bay
window.

19. The Jackson House (419 N. Walnut): c. 1918, 2 stories, brick,
asphalt shingles, three brick chimneys, friezeboard with dentils trimming
the porch, corners of house trimmed with blocks of stone set into the
brick.

20. The Nance House (425 N. Walnut): c¢. 1905, wood frame house,
asphalt shingles, one chimney, low rock-faced brick foundation, single-
story concrete front porch.

21. The Ingram~Nance House (429 N. Walnut): c.V1902, late Victorian,
2 stories, wood frame, gabled roof, metal shingles, friction-operated
doorbell, front gable covered with undulating shingles.

GPO 921.724
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22.” Thé Koonce-Collum House (433 N. Walnut): c. 1924, 2 stories,
wood frame, gabled metal roof, two brick chimneys, wooden entrance door
with fifteen panes of beveled glass.

23. The Shepard-Murray Cottage (439 N. Walnut): c. 1900, raised cottage,
wood frame, gabled roof, asphalt shingles, front porch with lattice °
work, two clusters of large square columns supporting the roof of the
porch. ‘

24. The Shepard House (447 N. Walnut): c. 1907, late Victorian,
two stories, gabled roof, tin shingles, front porch, roof of porch is

deck with baluster rail, parts of house, trimmed with undulating shingles..

25, The Trousdale-Warren Place (501 N. Walmut): c. 1928, box-style
common for the period, 2 stories, brick veneer, hipped roof, asphalt
shingles, front porch, friction-operated doorbell, oak floors, walnut
staircase. ,

26. The Lucas-Nance House i507 N. Walnut): c¢. 1890, Victorian, 2 stories

wood frame, gabled roof, stamped tin shingles, roof ornaments, roof
trimmed with cornices and friezeboard with dentils, roof of porch is
deck with baluster rail, diamond-shaped panes in dormer window.

27. The Newsom~Jackson House (515 N. Walnut): c¢. 1822, 1 1/2 stories,
wood frame, gabled roof, asphalt shingles, two brick fireplaces,
front porch.

28. The Camper-0'Neal House (330 Hermitage Dr.) c¢. 1890, Victorian,

2 stories, wood frame, combination gabled and hipped roof, stamped metal
shingles, intricately carved front entrance door featuring hand-carved
rose in bas-relief.

29. The McKelvey-Pool House (316 Hermitage Dr.): c. 1920, Bungaloid,

1 1/2 stories, shed roof, gabled dormer, asphalt shingles, one centrally
located brick chimney.

y
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Mr. J. O. Johnston

The Prosser—Johnston Place
430 N. Walnut Street
Florence, Alabama 35630

Heirs of Mrs. Emma Joe McGee
The McGee House

424 N. Walnmut Street
Florence, Alabama 35630

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Koonce
The J. A. Koonce Residence
414 N. Walnut Street
Florence, Alabama 35630

Mr. W. T. Swinea
The Swinea House

- 410 N. wWalnut Street

Florence, Alabama 35630

Colonel (Retired) James H. Ashcraft
The Ashcraft House

404 N. Walnut Street

Florence, Alabama 35630

The J. F. Koonce Estate

The Hitchcock-Koonce House
401 . Walnut Street
Florence, Alabama 35630

Mrs. William E. Morris
The Redd-Morris House
405 N. Walnut Street

‘Florence, Alabama 35630

Mrs. B. V. Bender and others
The Howell-Jones House

411 N. Walnut Street
Florence, Alabama 35630

Estate of Constance D. Jackson
The Jackson House

419 N. Walnut Street

Florence, Alabamg 35630

Mr. Julian A. Nance

The Nance House

425 N. Walnut Street
Florence, Alabama 35630
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9.

10.

WALNUT STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT

OWNERS AS OF FEBRUARY 8, 1977

Mr. and Mrs. M. L. Holley
The Dowdy—-Holley Place
602 N. Walnut Street
Florence, Alabama 35630

Mrs. I. N. Pitts, Jr.
The Price Homestead

520 N. Walnut Street
Florence, Alabama 35630

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph G. Wallace
The Scarborough-Wallace House
514 N. Walnut Street
Florence, Alabama 35630

The B. M. Ingram, Sr. Estate

The Norquist-Ingram House

c/o First National Bank
Florence, Alabama 35630

Mrs. Ellen B. Henley
The Henley Cottage

506 N. Walnut Street
Florence, Alabama 35630

Mrs. J. L. Karney

The Karney Cottage

512 N. Walnut Street
Florence, Alabama 35630

Dr. Richard Earle Young
The Young House

446 N. Walnut Street
Florence, Alabama 35630

Reverend and Mrs. W. R. Perry,-Sr.
The Lynn-Perry House

442 N. Walnut Street

Florence, Alabama 35630

Mr. Otto Kerrxr

The Shepard-Kerr House
438 N. Walnut Street
Florence, Alabéma 35630

Mrs. Marie D. Callaway
The Koonce-Callaway House
434 N. Walnut Street
Florence, Alabama 35630

et
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21. Mr. Julian A. Nance ~5//350/7)7

The Ingram-Nance House
429 N. Walnut Street
Florence, Alabama 35630

22, Mr. J. C. Collum
T The Koonce-Collum House
’,/' 433 N. Walnut Street
Florence, Alabama 35630

23. Mr. and Mrs. John Robert Murray, III
The Shepard-Murray Cottage

_~~ 439 N. Walnut Street
Florence, Alabama 35630

24. Miss Gladys Shepard
The Shepard House

-~ 447 N. Walnut Street
Florence, Alabama 35630

25. Mr. and Mrs. Billy Ray Warren
The Trousdale-Warren Place

0///501 N. Walnut Street
Florence, Alabama 35630

26. Mr. Julian A. Nance
The Lucas—Nance House

‘/1/7;‘4' 507 N. Walnut Street

Florence, Alabama 35630

27. Mr. Joseph Glenn Jackson, Jr.
The Newsom-Jackson House
515 N. Walnut Street

~~ Florence, Alabama 35630

28. Thomas 0. and Margaret F. Ott
The Camper-0'Neal House
- 330 Hermitage Drive
v Florence, Alabama 35630

29. Mr. Gerald L. Pool and Brenda
- The McKelvey-Pool House
\¢// 316 Hermitage Drive
Florence, Alabama 35630
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