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The Gold Mine Historic District is an area of Rainy Lake, encompassing the Little 
American Mine National Register site, which was the scene of the 1894 gold rush in 
northern Minnesota. It now lies within the boundaries of Voyageurs National Park. 
The area of intensive mining operations was centered in sections 23,25,26,27,33, and 
34, T71N, R22W. This lake region is a rocky wilderness, dotted with many islands, 
and covered by mixed coniferous and deciduous forest. The mines were accessible only 
by boat. Inspite of the fact that numerous shafts and test pits were sunk, some of 
considerable depth, only one mine, the Little American, produced a profit. Many of 
the prospects were titled "mine" but were worked for only a short time and abandoned. 
Information about the original shafts was not recorded, except for general location, 
on any but the most promising strikes. Seven "mines", including the Little American, 
make up this district.

Gold mines of this district were set up on two types of gold bearing deposits. ' 
The most extensive types are the segregated veins of gold bearing quartz, the largest 
of which included the Little American mine and strikes to the east known as Big 
American, Gold Harbor or Holman, and Bushyhead mines. One other shaft, unnamed, 
was started still further east on a similar segregated vein. To the north of this 
area are two mines sunk in fahlband deposits: the Old Soldier and Lyle mines.

The Gold Mine Historic District is made up of seven distinct sites totalling 
approximately 20 acres. These locations in turn define the area of an event which 
occurred in an area of much larger acreage, approximately 1224 acres. The boundaries 
created by connecting the separate mine locations encompasses many post gold rush 
structures only seven of which are actually within the sphere of acreage designated 
to protect each location of significance. These seven are homes, out buildings, a 
dock and two summer residences. Five are on the island of the Lyle mine and two are 
on the peninsula location of the unnamed shaft. All other occurances of summer 
cabins, out buildings, and docking facilities are incidental intrustions that appear 
within the district boundary connecting the mine locations in time but not by 
geographic juxtaposition. A majority of these structures have been built since 
1950. Any buildings related to the gold mining activities have either been moved 
out of the district or razed. The shafts described in this nomination are now the 
visible evidence of the gold mining in northern Minnesota.

The Little American mine (15 487630 5383040) is located on a four acre island of 
the same name in Rainy Lake approximately eleven miles east of International Falls, 
Minnesota. It is located in the NE%, NW%, section 33, T71N, R22W and was discovered 
late in 1893. In January of 1894 the first ore was taken from a vertical shaft that 
eventually reached 100 feet. The ore was shipped to a stamp mill set up at the boom 
town of Rainy Lake City about one mile east of the mine. Numerous other shafts and 
drifts were opened to extract the gold bearing ore. This expansion resulted in the 
construction of a bunkhouse, shafthbuse, headquarters building, out buildings, and 
loading facilities along the south side of the island to speed transport of gold 
bearing rock to the Rainy Lake City stamp mill. Eventually a ten stamp mill was 
erected on the site that had come from the defunct Lyle mine 2\ miles to the northeast. 
The Little American mine operated for about one year and was closed down. It 
operated sporadically during the next three years with a permanent closure at Christmas 
1897. Two further attempts were made to work the mine in the 1920s and 1930s, but
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The Gold Mine Historic District is significant as a representation of an historic 
event contributing to the exploration and settlement of the Rainy Lake region in 
northern Minnesota. This area is now within the boundaries of Voyageurs National 
Park. Gold Prospecting and mining activities brought hundreds of people to the 
northern reaches of the state. Although most of the gold strikes were small and 
of little or no profit, three of the mines operated for more than two years. When 
the strikes were deserted, and when the boom town of Rainy Lake City disappeared, 
many of the inhabitants stayed in the north moving west to the town of Koochiching. 
Koochiching was later renamed International Falls and became the lumber capitol 
of northern Minnesota and part of Canada.

The gold rush to northernMinnesota was sparked by the discovery of gold in 1893 
on Little American Island in Rainy Lake. Prospector George Davis did not have the 
capital to work his discovery and sold his claim to a group of Duluth businessmen 
who formed the Bevier Mining Company. Assays from the property ranged between $37 
and $300 per ton and work began in January 1894. In that year Rainy Lake became 
an area of intense prospecting and testing activity and the rush was on. Most of 
the prospecting flurry was over in 1894 although mining activities continued until 
1897. The short duration of gold mining in this region was due to inexperience, 
poor management, and a "get rich quick" attitude on the part of the investors. 
However short lived the industry was, the feverish activity and desire to penetrate 
this wilderness in search of wealth, contributed to the recognition that this boundary 
area held vast resources.

At the time of the first gold strike in 1893 the closest town with rail connections 
to the southern part of the state was Tower, 100 miles away. Transportation of 
machinery and lumber north from Tower was a slow one of water and postages by summer 
and slightly easier during the freezes of winter. In addition, all the strikes had 
to be reached by boat which added another expense. Rainy Lake City developed as a 
gold boom town on the Kabetogama peninsula in 1894. The town was the site of the 
first stamp mill for the local; mines and was the location of support people not 
directly involved in the mining process. Prior to the discovery of gold in the Rainy 
Lake area the vast lake and forest wilderness had been seen only by trappers, pine 
estimaters, explorers, and the local Indian people. Recognition of other riches 
such as lumber encouraged the people to remain in the north even after the gold mining 
industry closed down.
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The land within Voyageurs National Park is going to be purchased by 
the National Park Service, United States Department of the Interior. To 
date the properties specified in this nomination are still owned privately.

Little American mine (15 487630 5383040)
On Little American Island in the NE%, NW%, sec. 33, T71N, R22W.

r
Nancy Scholz 
1204 Dellis Road 
Wheaton, Illinois 60187

Big American mine (15 489040 5383360)
On Big American Island in the SWfc, SWfc, sec. 27, T71N, R22W.

Ms. Eveline Douglas
Mt. Clemens, Michigan 48043

Gold Harbor or Holman mine (15 489700 5383010)
On the Kabetogama peninsula in the NW%, NE%, sec. 34, T71N, R22W.

Mr. Ancy L. Morse
1735 Hiawatha Court NE
Rochester, Minnesota 55901

Bushyhead mine (15 491300 5383500)
On Bushyhead Island in the NW%, SE%, sec. 26, T71N, R22W.

Mr. Richard Fox
Route 8, Box 461
International Falls, Minnesota 56649

Unnamed shaft (15 493060 5383310)
On the northern point of an unnamed island in the

SE%, SE%, sec. 25, T71N, R22¥.

Mr. John W. Gruner
986 15th Avenue SE, Apt. 1
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414

Old Soldier mine (15 490740 5384810)
On an unnamed island in the SE%, SW%, sec. 23, T71N, R22W,

Government Lot 2, Mandan Subdiv. Lot 10, 
Mr. Stuart Gameron III 
2409 24th Street Road 
Greeley, Colorado 80631



Form No. 10-300a 
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER

Lyle mine (15 491400 5384930)
On an unnamed island in the SW%, SE%, sec. 23, T71N, R22W.

Mr. Norbert Goulet
Box 191
Ranier, Minnesota 56668
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without success. Total profit from the mine was approximately $5,000 with the 
gold being extracted from a composit quartz vein in the sheared chlcritic and 
biotitic schist of the island.

The Little American mine location is presently overgrown with brush, jack 
pine, and poplar and appears to be used most commonly by occassional campers and 
picnickers. The site is accessible by boat with the best landing area on the south 
shore at a spoil dump remaining from the mining operations. Remains of the mine 
consist of several shafts and scattered fragments of mine machinery. Two major 
excavations are visible: a vertical, cribbed shaft and a horizontal adit. The adit 
is partially filled with water which prevented the recording of measurements during 
the field visit. The vertical shaft, which measures 7 by 11 feet, is filled with 
debris to about 15 feet from its tip. Other excavations are visible but appear to 
be open pits and not of any great depth. All appear to be in fair condition. A 
reconnaissance of the island failed to discover any building remains.

The Big American mine (15 489040 5383360) is a shaft located at the top of a 
rise on the southwest end of Big American Island in the SW%, SW%, section 27, T71N, 
R22W. In 1894 the state geologist N. H. Winch©!1 reported of the shaft that it was 
"a pit five feet square and five feet deep...dug in the usual siliceous sericitic 
schist of the island. In the pit are three quartz lenses, none of them more than a 
foot in width." (pp. 79-80) The mining operations were not further described until 
1897 when the shaft was reported to have reached 45 feet. Presently the shaft appears 
as a water filled hole approximately 10 by 12 feet. The water fills it at 
approximately the 18 foot level so that total shaft depth could not be measured. 
The mine is in good condition. A slope created by the mining debris is visible at 
the southwest edge of the shaft. The area is overgrown with mosses, coniferous 
and deciduous vegetation.

Gold Harbor or Holman mine (15 489700 5383010) was actually only a test pit 
opened in 1894 on a quartz-pyrite vein on the Kabetogama peninsula southeast of 
the Big American mine. Conflicting reports allude to two mines located very close 
to each other, or one mine called by two names. A field visit to the area located 
only one strike in the NW%, NE%, section 34, T71N, R22W. No specific description 
could be found of i'ts original appearance. Today it appears as a shallow pit 
measuring approximately 4 by 4 by 3 feet. A slight ridge around the mouth is formed 
by the testing debris. It is now filled in partially with rotting leaves and rubbish. 
The pit is in good condition and the location is undeveloped.

The Bushyhead mine (15 491300 5383500) on Bushyhead Island was a horizontal adit 
driven into a quartz-pyrite vein just above water level along the south side of the 
island. Bushyhead Island is located in the NW%, SE%, section 26, T71N, R22W. This 
was one of two mines, other than .the Little American, that operated for more than 
one year. Although this mine operated for over two years there are no descriptions
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of the extent of the strike. Presently the mine appears as an opening approximately 
6 by 4 feet and is of undetermined length and good condition.

An additional unnamed shaft (15 493060 5383310), possibly the "Line Island 
mine", was sunk on an island east-southeast of Bushyhead Island. It is located in 
the SE%, SE%, section 25, T71N, R22W. This island is composed of mixed chloritic 
and biotitic schist. Specific historical documentation is not available as to the 
nature of this strike. Today it has been filled in and covered by a small out 
building belonging to the summer residence of a retired University of Minnesota 
geology professor.

Two additional mines are located to the north of Dryweed Island in Rainy Lake. 
Old Soldier mine (15 490740 5384810) is located on a small point of land on the north 
side of Dryweed Island in the SE%, SE%, section 23, T71N, R22W. The point is 
composed of mica schist laced with small veins of quartz with considerable amounts 
of pyrite. Old Soldier mine has been capped for safety by a concrete slab 
approximately 12 by 15 feet. Remains of the mining debris are visible along the 
south edge of the cap. The rest of the point appears undeveloped and overgrown 
with brush, deciduous and coniferous trees.

The Lyle mine (15 491400 5384930) is located on the south side of a small island 
to the east of Old Soldier mine in the SW%, SE%, section, T71N, R22W. This mine 
operated for two years but was finally closed down in late 1897. In 1894 Winchell 
reported the depth of the shaft as 22 feet into "a peculiar kind of siliceous rock 
which consists of narrow bands of (1) finely divided quartz, (2) a dark greenish 
material, perhaps largely chlorite, and (3) bands of 1 and 2 combined." (pp. 86-86) 
The shaft was reported to be 100 feet deep in 1895. A ten stamp mill had been set 
up on Dryweed Island to process the Lyle mine ore. When the mine was closed in 
1897, all machinery was moved to the Little American mine which had been purchased 
by the Lyle Mining Company the summer before. Presently the island is a summer 
residence with four buildings and a dock. The mine shaft is situated between two 
of the buildings and fenced with chicken wire. It measures approximately 12 by 15 
feet and it is filled to about 18 feet from the top with the upper layer consisting 
of rubbish. It is in good condition and the mining debris forms a slope on the south 
side of the island.

Even though period newspapers and geological reports note the occurance of 
numerous other strikes in the area, they were primarily workings of surface deposits. 
A number of companies were formed to run local mining operations and many individuals 
prospected in hopes of a big strike. The seven locations described above are those 
which could be found through research and field visitation as the visible evidence 
of the gold rush activity in northern Minnesota.
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