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1. Name of Property

historic name GIRTON HALL
other names/site number Senjor Women's Hall

2. Location

street & number University of California ] not for publication
city, town __ Berkeley [ Tvicinity
srate California code CA county Alameda code 001 zip code 94708

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[:] private Dg building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
{ 1public-local [ district 1 buildings
Df] public-State [:] site sites
{_:] public-Federal L—_] structure __ Structures

D object objects

] Total

Name of relatﬁx multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources Breviously

listed in the National Register

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

r
'

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
[x!nomination ] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opigiog, the property Eﬂm doe§,not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation 730(.
Pl i_ TS /5/

Signature of tertifying offifi ” Date 4

California Office of Historic Preservation

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ Imeets [_]does not meet the National Register criteria. [ see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

tntered in the

1, hereby, certify that this property is: )
@mtered in the National Register. W M&tion&l Reglster /
[} see continuation sheet. ( y w‘_ ' 7 R & ,/ 7/
[ Jdetermined eligible for the National - J /
Register. [____] See continuation sheet.

mdetarmlned not eligible for the
National Register.

l;%removed from the National Register.
L__lother, (explain:)

‘ :D'kw,pnﬂure of the Keeper Date of Action
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6.. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
JOCTal / Clubhouse

HuCRrATTON _oaND CULTURE /

Mdusic Facility

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
ST ION / School

7. Description

Architectural Classification
{enter categories from instructions)

Bungalow/Craftsman

_ . Other: First San_Francisco Bay

Tradition

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

Concrete

foundation
walls ___#OJD 7/ Weatherboard
(kedwood Clanboard)
roof _ _aniPHALT Saningle
other ERICK vnimney =snd vront il

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Architectural Description of Girton hzll

Summarz

Girton Hall is

1 small,

cony cottage

situated on the eastern side of the Univ:rsity of

California campus,

Hospital,

Chemistry and Physics btuiidings.

in an cpen meadow,

shich is now~ covared over at that point,

Nus moved some 60 yards downhill,

in Per:eley,

and not far from tne taculty Glude,

next to the Cowell
and the

Uriginally tc be founa

orn tne binks of the Strawberry Cresk,

Girton Hall

in tne 1940's, to tao

rosition vhere it stunds today in a small glade of

young redwood trees.

room,

Girton Hall projects the ocutward appearanc:

Constructed around a siagle anin

witn an office and a smull Kitcnen to either side,

o merely

a small cottage or insignificant camopus m:eting haldi.

Un the outside,

the central portion of the building 15

framed by twso smill vings, giving Girton dall a syumecrical

[Zf;ee continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance

Certitying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[ nationaity XX statewide [Ciocally

( Applicable National Register Criteria [x]A [ 18 [Z]c [lo
#eria Considerations (Exceptions) [ _JA e [Jc o Qe OF e

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Perind of Significance Significant Dates
Social History 1911-1941

Architecture

Other: Women's Heritace

Cultural Affiliation

~ Significant Person Architect/Builder

Morgan, Julia -architect

bruce, ailliam - builder

Siate significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

SIMMAry

The- historica! significance ot Girton Hzll seenc
to bs notable in two areas. First, by the arcaitectural
consideration, in wnich tnis building, having been
designed by Julia HMorgan, deserves sone real recognition
mérely by the account of having been tne worx of one of
the west €oa~t's most significant arcnitects in the early
part of tnis century. Secondly, this building was
constructea on the imperative of 3 group of wsomen ;tauents,
wno sawN tne importance of having a senlor gathering nall,
the same as the Jenior sen's hall, w~hich the men stuaents
had already constructed., Although Girton Hall is certainly
small, it may be no smaller than the Senior ~en's Hall,
on the Berxeley cumpus, ancd at the time of its constructicn
it represented a signific:nt step in the progress of equal
rights for somen, and equal representation on the

University campus.

[Zéee continuation sheet
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9. Major Bibliographical References

1. Building Nith Nature:
Tradition

Roots of the Jan Francisco Bay KRegion

by Leslie Mandelson Freudenheim and Elisabeth 3Sacks Sussman
~~ . Peregrine Smith, Inc. ‘
Santa Barbara and 3alt Lake City

c. 1974

2. Julia Morgan, Architect

by Sara Holmes Boutelle

Cross River Press,

Ltd.

Abbeville Press Publishers

New York
. : c. 1988

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

DSee continuation sheet

[:] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) : Primary location of additional data:

has been requested
Dpreviously listed in the National Register

[:]State historic preservation office
[CJother state agency

D previously determined eligible by the National Regnster D Federal agency

l:]des»gnated a National Historic Landmark
D recorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #

[CJrecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

[:]Local government

DﬂUnwmﬁw

(X]other --Berkeley architectural lerit.
Specity repository: Assn,

U,C, library: The Bancroft Library,

Environmental Design Library

10. Geographical Data

"creage of property Less than one_acre

UTM References
All0] 1516 512,0,3] (41,117 ,4,9]
Zone  Easting Northing

(o} NN B U ' T B T O B

el L e e bbb by
Zone Easting Northing

30 I I I T AT O R B |

D See continuation sheet

Verpal Boundary Description

Please see attached scale map.

[:lSee continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundaries encompass the building and its immediate setting.

DSee continuation sheet

1. Form Prepared By

namehitie Charles Bucher, Jr, - ‘
organization _Berkeley Architectural Heritage iAssn, date __April 10, 1991

street & number __2318 Durant Ave,

telephone 8412242

city or town __Berkeley

state C,A...__.....__.._.__.._..__. zip code Q4204
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layout along 2 horizontal axiss the muin front
door enters into tne nortn ving, ind croceeds from «
small vestibule into tne main room of Girton #Hall, 1lne
two wings extend outws. -1 1~ *lLe back of the hall, to
form the perimeters of a functional outdoor porch
(this pofch ﬁsed to be overlooking the creex until
Girton Hall was moved; it further extends the point of
view of the back of the building). 4 moderutely
weathered wooden clapboard exterior affords Girton Hall
the easy rustic, woodsy appearance of the earliest
examples of First 3an Francisco bay Tradition con-
structions.’ An overworn shingle rootf of natural redwyvood
was replaced by asphalt saingles at some poinf durlng tnsz
lifetime of Girton Hall, wnich l%nds‘q zonevpat more

artificial effect to the entire btuilding.
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Nhile it has at ore time been mcved a very short
distance, tne st-uctural integrity of the Girton Hall
building seems to have survived entirely intact., nile
the move of Girton nall wsas nct a long one, the patn of
the move is located over sucn difficult terrain thﬁt such
a rove by today's standards vould sesn to be - impossitle.
The fullAthirty foot irop int> tre shert ravine at trhe
bottom of wrich Girton hall today 1s located would seer
imvossible *o negctiste 1f it were not for ths narros
road, a srort distance tu one side, but even.tnis oath
seems som:wnat im>lausible, Constructed of heavy b-an
structural elements, visible froxr the inside of Girt:on
rnall, tyoical of the design methods associated witi the
Shingle style, mucn of the building still anpéars to te
strong, complete a1a unharmea, self-susporting and
unaffected by the move, or any degradation by age
Nhitsoever, turther structural additions to Cirton uzll are
uncertain, tut that nmay te closely narrcwed down to
1371 or tnereabouts, when Girton hall was turned over

to the UC childcare nrogram, include a newly constructed
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fireplace (wnile the e<terior chimney ren.ined iatact),
redlacement of an inside doorway, and extensive racon-
struction and rexnodeling w~itnin the small nortnern wving,
including the installation of 2 smaull £itchen, and 2 ucoy
location fcr a hathroom and a coatroom. In addition, on
the southern wing of Girton Hall, wvhere there had originally
been a small sun porch, w~ith sindous ooening to the air,
and by all aopearances, a5 indicated by tne original floor
plans, drawsn by Julia sorgin, a full bricx floor vwhich
extended 1in continuation onto the guc& porchAor terrace
area, walls were put in, =and wvindoss constructed, sep-
arating completely the former sun porchh from the buck

porch area, creating an eatirely ner roomn whicnh hias novw
been put to use as Girton Hall office soace. 'still, for
all these changes, the full structural and design integrity
of CGirton Hall seems to remain largely intact; the bulldin.
valls stand on a2 solid foundatibn, yhich does not seen to
be havhazardly constructed nor offer-any evidence of tne
building having been moved or remodeled at all, and tue
outward appearance of the snole builsding is one of

appropriateness aind harmony.
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Beyond the meré asovect of integrity, tre design of
Girton rall, in the initiul outward asoect reasonduly
simple, develops a certuin degree ot symnetrical interplay
betyeen the particular design elements, shich mukes
Girton Hall seem more of an uncommon censtruction to u
close inspection. 4nd the unigueness of this design
interplay fits approoriately vita the cenceptual style
of Jilia :lorgan's design. The biilding of Cirton Hsll
i3 not centered in the conventioral vay alorg a regular
front and back co ordination; the frecnt door.hes been
vplaced to one side, on tk=2 nortnern ving, =and the front
421l of the buildingc has 4ll the wponearance of having
been designed for the bickside of any otnsr buildin..
Inside, fthere are no windovs through vhich one may loox
out on the ground level, on the front wall of thne railding,
instead, tner=s is 4 cl2restory rov of windows all =z2long
the front of tne main central puart of the baliding, no*
>xternding to the external wings on either side, directly
underneath the eaves of tne roof. ‘liils clarestory rov
extends'fully aCcross the front of the building, escent

where interrupted by the chimney, symmetrically placed

~

right in the center of the miin front w=11, A~ »raos

around, about thr=se f~:% deer ulong the sides of the 1iin

building. ending where it brunts the bheginning of thu:
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Can o winge on 2itver side.  These twe vlngs, on north uno

souath, are not directly contered @ dng thoe longitudiral

ct
O

axis of thoe Luilding, but rirner nuve heen moved iore
the back, wnero thz differential “-or the back 311l of i
main part of the building forms the swice wiich becores
the hrack =orch. From ths bLaca the real outuyard aspzcr

of tre central main room of Girton nall gains its c.*wara
viewpoint with a wide unrd spuicious bay -indow, wnich
nevertheless hus been sunken betveen the nore dominating
aspects of the backh of the two ﬂinés and ‘he locatiorn of
the vporch directly ir front, +hile »>n= may bhe affcrded

a clear view from inside Girton Hall, it is narrowed by
the presence of the two Ni;gs; one must step out:side
to be unobstruct:d by t. > presence of the‘pordh, and one
must leave the porch ind building ertirely ir order to
gain any perspective of the view to either side., 1TInec 103t
basic and siuple outwyard apoecarance, as tnough it vere
merely a cottage, gives way to 3 harmonically cL@ceived
interior, executed for a fully self-contuained building,
nevertheless presented with curious and contrary aspects

appropriated more to draws tne attention avay froa the
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building's center than to ccupletely enclns: ths
aspect of the interior of the building, irn its
entirety, vet outwardly and from first gluance tne
building eff2ctively hides so much of the unigueness
2f this detail. ‘he simple hipped roof, extsanded on
either sidz by the sumall wxings of th» building, coa-
pletes the outwvard ensemble of the tuilding «s &
cottage, bestowing an outwsardly snile appesrsuce wner-
inside the building waxes somewshat more contrary.

The Chimney of GCirton nall, in the center of Ln~
front wall, is wonderfully constructed in square rectangular
brick arrangemnents., Although the fireplacs was partially
removed and recoastructed waen the building vas moved or
later, the outside chimney remained intuct and still disoluys
some remariiable brickwsork, simnle =nd unique, aquite evocutive
and typical of Julia Morgua's style of design., ‘he g=rnerous
fireplace, although hiving been reconstruct=d, still stuands
dominamt at the center of the main room of Girton iall, the
focal point of the whole room, if it were not for the
viewpoint presented from tne ruther exvansive glass wsindows
directly opposite to the fireolace, wnich draw one's

- attention asay from this focal noint on the fireplace,
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a sort of -conflicting juxtaposition set up perhaps

olayfully by Miss 4dorgan. The attention secams to be

dravyn outward, to the bzack worch and to the views winicn

may be seen from the bay wvindovs. Seen from the front

of the building, the back oortion of the oatside chnimauey
seems to have been laid in a particulurly sguare pattern,
achieved by laying the bricks end on or by utilizing a
special cut of brick; tiails centrai‘patterning of bricxk

has been framned on the outer part of the cnimney, by

bricks laid in & more regular pattern, ‘Tne same square
motif used on this purt of tas ch=ne has been utilirzed
intermittently in disvparate areas around Girton Hall, aad
as such seems to be the ¢ fuctive liait on the ornamental
decoration of Cirton :all, A minimalist style of decorution
seems approoriate to Julia itorgan's style, and the choice
spareness of this particular notif seems to be fully iithin
the irtent of Miss dorgun's design. The porch gate 1n rtue
back of the building, and tne windos design in the Day sindow,
and along the clerestory on tne front of the building, snou

a development of this simple, square motif, but that seems
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to be the full extent of any ormamentation used on

Cirton Hall, as 1s typical of the simple thingle style

if not always of the rirst Jan rrancisco buy ‘iradition,
The inside fireplace, although having been reconstructed,
still happens to be in possession of the building's
original fireplace grate, @ rather cumbersome, and
weighty iron ot ject, uniguely embossed witn an emblerartic
metal design which displays tne letters "3Vi" (Senior
Momen's Hall) in trivie overlay, originsl even though
this grate carries the original name of the bﬁilding‘s

use, not its construtction.

The pay windov of Girton nall, which looks out uoson
the back porch of the building, nas been formed in a
square rectangular shzpe, aad not in the octagonal or
polygonal shape so commonly seen 1in the more common
Victorian design; moreover the bay window is situated
not at the corner of the building, but in the center of
the back wall, and in a position w~hich is fairly
dominated by the presende ot the buildings two wsings
on either side., 7"wo separate vindows, tne samne height
as this bay windowv, =zccompany and frame the bay wvindov

in the center of the bacxk norch opening, and fit flus:n

w#ith the sides of the two wings., The terrace walls on
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the back porch are lLow and thick, constructed around i
soiid frame, about ten inches wide, and covered on twos
sides by the same clapbecsrd as the rest of the building,
so that the wall of the back porch seems to be constructed
comvlately as a composite wvith tne desipgn of the rest

of the building.

Assessing the impact of the move:

Although Girton Hall has been moved, the move was quite short,
dnly sixty yards, and did not remove the building from its
historic identifiéation with this part of the UC Berkeley campus.
ft'is belie&ed that the building is still close enough to its

original location to convey its historic associations clearly.
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At the building of Girton uall, California wsas rignot
at the peak of a long period ot energetic wsaen's acilvisn
centered around tne struggle to ~vin the ripgnt to vote
for women, the suffrage, a strugple vnich having begun
in the early 1330's, and even zariier, culminating in
Uctober 1911, with California nroferring votiang rights to
adult wohen, by 24 nurrov nmargin in statewside b lloting
(125,000 - yes, 1£1,000 -no). A previous vote wvhich aad
been put before the voters in 1336, registered 110,000 yv:s
and 137,000 no, & oremature refusai for Calitornia v msn.
This was one of tiae unore significant and heavily debuated
of the women's issuec of tne day, and it was a signiticuiat
issue in its own rignt, ror tura ol tne century Calitorni=a,
#hile national wcmen's suffrage was not won until 190, =at
the time of the Californis vote at lesast four otner rvestera
states: Jyominy, Utan, Cclorado and Idaho nad =zlready gsiven
women full suf:i  .r - 1@ many states allowed voasn to
vote exclusively in scnool and municioul elections, 1ocaully.
Nith Girton iHall being built in 1911, this meant tnat I1ts
construction came at 4 time wvnen wvomen's issues and tae
right to vote, for women, were coaming to the forefront of
the public attention. 4s sucih Cirton idall represents not

a milestonie, but a m:rking point, coinciding and not

celebrating the triumph of wjuiriag the womnen's vote,
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inasmuch #4s no real a=zntion wsis ever nauade,

in tne

preparation and fund-raisiny Ior the coastruction of

Girton dall, in 1907%-11, a2s to now tne benefit of tae

vote for womunen night affect the rights fo.

women on

the University campus. f1he original and primary

motive for the constructioa of Girton Hall, as citea

in the press at tne time was to provide adecouate and

effective mneeting sovace where tne Jenior womea's singlng

groups and women's academlic clubs would be able to

equitably gather ana w@aid2 mosic, on an equal basis witn

the Senior men students, wno already had 2 meeting hall

of their own. Tor more than fifty years after its

censtruction, Cirton iall was used not oa.y for singiag

surooses bvt as a meeting hall for 1 numnber of Senior arna

underclass women's clubs such as the acacemnic Jrytuncean

club, among others. 3urely this sort of designated function

N#as not nearly so rauical as the wsozmen's suffrage grouos

which had, up until 19311, developed a signilicant

organized network in Jan rrancilsco, wnich

they would

have needed to continue even until the national sufirage

vote for women wsas realized in 1320,
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Girton Hall, being one of the early soruxs of
Julia Morgan's 1illustrious career, does not represent
any significant departure from tne elaborate style wanicn
she had expressed only twso years 2arlier in tne 3t. Jonn's
Presbyterian church (1310) several blocks away on
College Ave. in Berkeley, although Cirton iall teing naucn
smaller does not adeguately represent the claborate
construction displayed beautirully on both the interior
and exterior of the 3St. John's church, nor does it Rpprouch
another similar construction o1 iss dorgan's, built atter
Cirton Hall, the YNCA leadersnin conference center dsiloaur
(1913) locited in donterecy county, wshich =zlso wvas built in
much the same early style.

#hile Julia Morgan 1i: s5till widely regirded nation-
wide, even internaticnally for significant contributions
ir. tne field of arcnitecture, sne, nevertheless, wais onliy
part of a healthy and thrivwing avant garde ol energetic
and communicative architects wuo were masing hignly
significant and experidental architectural statements tor
the time, locally, in the J5-n rruncisco Bay area, ‘Inis
group of architects, or the particular style wsiich they

vere responsible for, scon becime kKnown as tne First San

Francisco Hay Tradition, 4 bunner under wshich 1 vide ruage
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of experimentsl ind combinative design efforts acnisved
intellectaal fruition, trnrough the regulativs guidance -1

a set of fundamental principles whicn outlinea buasicuily
the value of ccnstructing in the mozt basic and naturzl
elements., UJUstensibly, this "Tradition" had begun sitn
Father Jbseph Jorcester, who had designed Two houses in

the early 1370's, one in 3an lrancisco, on hussian nill,
and the other in the viedmont :ills, in Oaxland, Lotn »7
these housez, very small rustic and natural in outlo~xg,
even at that time, nad been built mainly =wround a cen-ral
room, at the center of tne house, which had us its main
focus, a large picture window, which would looxk out at an
(at that time) anobstructed, panoramic vicw of the

San lrancisco Bay: all the otner rooms vere smualler uad
less significant, and revolveua mostly around serving fthne
needs of living mainly in the lurge room. The most c=ntral
principles followed in the first S3an btraacisco Fay
Tradition were to experiment extensively with combined
forms and style=s of ardhitecture, alvays trying to discover
nexy forms and innovations, and always to try to remaln as

close to the rustic,natural, and simple values 13 poscivle,
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always using the most natural elements and moterisls,
alwvays wvitnin the wmost simple exoression vossible of
the architect's design.

Bernzard idayb2ck, who did nost of :is wor< in the
city of Berxeley, as well as 1in other cities in the
San brancisco bay sareuw, w~vas one of tne most prominent
and notable exemplars of the lirst San trancisco Buay
Tradition; his buildings in BerxKeley have be¢come known
nationwide as exaumples of early experimentation in
architecture., Other notable arcunitects collécted una.:r
the btanner of tne [First San rruncisco Bar7 fradition
include John Galen Howard of tne University of California,
pwarnest Coxhead, Julia dorgun, Lillian Rrideaan, John
Hudson Thomas and Yillis i’olk.

Vvhen Girton dall wsas constructed, Julia organ n=d
been practicing architecture for no more than five yzars.
After completing an engineering degree a2t tne University
of California 1in berkeley, one of the fes wormen stude. ts
at that tim= +vho had done =0, aand having gone to Jaris to
study at the prestigiods ticole des Leaux arts, vhere sn2
earned her degree in architecture in 1904, sne came back
to Perkeley where 3he went to wvore« in the office of

University Architect, John Calen Howsard, unother Leuux
Y A

Arts gradrsate, Ketveen 1904 and 106 Mizss organ was out
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to morKk on tne detail drafting fcr the orn.te iisarst

Memcrial iining Building (1307) wsnen M4rs., -~hoete apa=rson

nearst, an energetic University patron, noticed the besutiful
conceptinn of her vors in tHoward's cffice, a2l suggested

she open on office of ner ovw., 1hc early buildings of

Julia Morganr's career snod ner bich potential, particulariy
noticeable for trhe real cleanlinzss of line ani concerticn

of desigr, even if tney now seem somevhat limirted in r.<cir
asozit, vhen comar:di Lo the gsreszt varlety and ingenuity

7nick =he exnihited so freely l=ater in he» ~zrser, °

g
i
4]

early buildir~s were gesigred r:ther stric*ly #ithin =n
etric of rcal simolicitv and n.turalism, ri-rt alongs +..»
precepts of the P rz* 3an Francisco bay Tradition, tuilt

vih natur«l materl.ls, y~t thers conform m3r°4soc:iflcaLly

to the wider cutlouk of “4iss Morgan'c own vision, ard Girteon
Ha?l., swx2l as it i:, and ncv iy fuaskioned, seems tc shov no
real sign of varying greatlyv from this standard, The 3%, Johr'.s
Presbyterian church arnd tre Acilomir site, which mrc-t clearly
resemble the standards of Miss “:rgan's early career pro-

ject an aura of harmonic ccnventionality shich she wus conn

to essentially step bevond i1 an elfort to relieve herself

2f the conformity wi‘h the strict naturalism of the rFirst

San Francisco Kay Tradition, while explaring the qualiti-uz

of innovation in her owsn muinner. One of h2r resconses wyui=z
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5 return to more conventionul! cluassicism zacd classie
desizn, =s well as a more conventional of houses in o~
Georgian revivsl style, some of ashicn may be seen in
Berkeley. 'The Berkele, JYomen's City Club (132)) ic
clear example of the Beawx Arts classical method, = debt
to her schooling at ths ncole des Beaux Arts, and & rest
demonstration of her wide ranging ability and design
versatility. aAlthough Cirton ilall clearly has not be=n
conceived on the came grand scale as the Berkale,; City
Club, or any of the other monumental projecté of Julix
Morgan's career the busic eftficucy of its design seeus
t» prove it vorthy of some ccnsideration,

The original idea for the construction of Girton nall
was initiated by a group of women students at.the University
of California in B=rxeley, sho 1or some time nad been left
to meet with their singing gronps in idearst Hdall, tne
University gymnasium., 43 thelir clubs and groups grav
in size they Dbegun to findl it desirable to huve =@ pl.ce
where they could meet in privacy und seclusion. 1Tne rfirst
action in the pursuit of the construction of 2 meetinu
hall was to raise money, which they did ftorounn u series
gatherings and fundraisers throughout the years 13093 =o
1511, up until the constrvotinn of Girton wsll in Nov.,

1911, They had quickly received purmission from the
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University administrators, and so, once tuney had ruisea
sufficient funds fto feel they could »oroceed tney
contacted Miss Julia Adorgan, in 1710, in reguest for

a nset of plans for tneir nes mecting und sin ing hual’
pryject, which iMiss .Jorgan agreed to donate, Tty con-
sideration, witnout charg=. 'Througnout the fundraicing
period the University newspapers attest that thne naae
"Zirton Hall" was used freely in reterence to the
construction of the wea@en's new singing nall, althougn
by the time of the construction the decision‘vas made
for the alternative uand more simole name "Senior Jomen's
Hall" by whnich the hall would become Knowyn at the time
of its opening, in an effort to forw a more intuitive
connection vith the Jenior w“en's ilall and the‘other

buildings of the UC taculty Olade, as well, perhzos, to

placate the uneasy fealings of somne University administrators

who might know to wnhat the buailding's criginsal name haa
referred, The name Girton Hall was not returned to tihis
diminutive building througnhout tne pericd in vnicn it vas
used as a regular meeting khall tor campus voien's acadgemic
and singing groups, and not until 193¢ ) wvhen the University
women's grcups gave up the builiding to UC childcare, In

an apparent raturn to Local University heritage, the name

of the building was chaingad to Girton iall wvhich had never
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been the actual name of the building durinas its re=al
existence, un until th=at time; snd it has remained
under th* suame name Girton nall since that tiae,

The name "Girton' hcewever, refers to importaat ~vents
in the progress of women's rigshts which had targen pluce in
cnother part of the world. 71he choice of the name Girtcn,
given to this relatively insignificant camous hall, spparently
had been taxker from the Girton college in wmngland, at
Cambridge University, wnere in 1373, ancther group of vyom=n
was successful in the persuasion oif the admiﬁisiratorw ot
Cambridge to allow them to form a college of their own, of
equal standing, for the education of women, on the grounds
of CambridgekUniversity, the first time thuat vomen wsere
allowed the equal chanre for higher cducwtion-in wnglana,
After nearly twenty-five yeurs of struggle to bring trneir
goals into realization, #Miss wmily Davies and diss Rarbhara
Leigh sSmith, and a large group of dedicuated women and men
saw the construction of a lirge college building, =akout
1% miles northwest of the town of Cambridge, and the opeaing
of the Girton college of Cambridge University to the

education and edification oi wvomen. while no great wm-ntion
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ever seems to hiave teen made about Girton college
svecifically, wrile tne name Girton n4ll was certainiy
citea freely in tne local and cawapus newspaner coverage,
throughout the period thxt tre UC Lerxkeley women were
gathering money for the building ot Girton nall, and
that name v¥as teing used, trne inference involved sezas to
have been clear, that tne women of the University cf
California wanted to muxke a1 clear stiatement of alignrnent
with the progress of wsomen's rights, ty the parallel namne
they nad chos-=n.

Although the period of significance for the building ex-
tends into the 1960s, the significance has not been shown to
be exceptional. Therefore the period has arbitrarily been

ended at 1941, fifty years ago.



NPS Fuem 10-000-a Chl8 Approval No. 10240018
[Ca

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _ 9 Page __2 _

Major Bibliographical References (cont.)

3. History of Senior Women's Hall

by Mrs. W. W. Ferrier, Jr.

available at the University Archives
University of California, Berkeley

4, The Daily Californian
various dates -- 1908 - 1924
Newspaper room
Doe Library University of California

5. The Campus -- University of California
Photographs by Carl Abell
c. 1919

available at the University Archives

6.Blue and Gold Yearbook
University of California

1913 and 1936

7. The Campus Historic Resources Survey
Prepared by the Campus Planning Study Group
Dean Richard Bender - Director
Sally Woodbridge - Coordinator
University of California
c. April, 1978
available at Berkeley Architectural Heritage Assn. or
the Environmental Design Library, UC.

8. A Tycoon's Home was his Petite Architect's Castle
by Lynne Olson
The Smitsonian magazine
December, 1985

9. Emily Davies and Girton College
by Lady Barbara (Nightingale) Stephen
Constable and Co., Ltd.
London
c. 1927



“PS Form 10-800-a OME Approval No. 10240018
(b-be)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _9 _ Page __3

Ma jor Bibliographical References (cont.)

10. Girton College: 1869 - 1932
by Lady Barbara Stephen
At the University Press
Cambridge
c. 1933

11, Berkeley, California
The Story of the Evolution of a Hamlet
Into a City of Culture and Commerce
by William Warren Ferrier
Berkeley, Ca. available at Berkeley Public Library

c. 1933

12, The Hillside Club Pamphlet
published by The Hillside Club
Berkeley, Ca.
c. 1906
available at the Bancroft Library, University of California

13. "What the Club Advocates"
The Hillside Club
Berkeley, Ca.
From the booklet issued by the Advisory Board of the Club, 1898
The Hillside Club Yearbook, 1911 - 12

14. Insurance Maps of Berkeley, Ca.
The Sanborn Map Co.

New York, N.Y.
c. 1942 and 1960

15. The Simple Home
by Charles Keeler
Peregrine Smith, Inc.
Santa Barbara and Salt Lake City
c. 1979



Gnir"b)ﬂ HZ((L

ch E)mkele‘. CamPLL‘J

E}e »keiu), Ai&m&lc‘u Co.
C,C\,(‘ﬁ:r\ﬁ{a

o) 50 lap’

\'A | ( "l
/, oun rﬂ

/ I



NPS Form 10-000-a
(8-08)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _____  Page

OB Approval Ma. 10240018

PHOTO 1.OG

For all photos: Girton Hall
UC Berkeley Campus
Berkeley, California
Photographer: Charles Bucher, Jr.
Negative location: 2318 Durant Avenue
Berkeley, CA 94704
1. Front elevation, facing sw, 1989
2. SE wing and back porch, looking n, 1991
3, NW side and wing, looking SE, 1991
4. SE wing of building, looking NW, 1991

5. Main elevation, facing SE, 1920



