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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The James Ransom house is a large irregularly shaped two-story 
frame residence with a full basement and a full attic designed as a 
third floor. The house faces east and on the east facade features a 
circular porch with a conical roof. There is a carriage porch to the 
north and a handsome carriage house at the rear.

This white frame Victorian house has an unusual array of ornamental 
millwork, and patterned shingles are used for siding on the exterior 
above the first floor. The house rests on a raised base of rough hewn 
limestone laid in uniform horizontal courses and has distinctive belt 
lines at the floor lines.

The roof form is basically intersecting gables with the front 
gable having a mock hip shape. The roof form at the front also leads 
directly into the conical roof of the second floor circular balcony 
above the main entry. The first floor circular porch roof, which is 
designed to accent the entry, includes a large pediment displaying the 
house number directly over the front steps. The circular porch wraps 
around the north side of the house, leading to the hipped roof carriage 
porch. The second floor balcony, which helps accent the curved porch, 
is reminiscent in character of English country houses. The roof shingles 
are wood.

The windows are simple rectangles of varied sizes, and the trim is 
basic and simple. The attic windows are trimmed with brackets which 
meet the roof overhang and have the characteristics of cornice brackets. 
Both the porch and balcony roofs are supported by turned frame columns 
with brackets.

The two-story stable at the rear measures 30 by 50 feet and, like 
the house has shingle siding above the first floor. The roof is 
basically a gable roof, however the ends form a mock hip similar to the 
front gable of the house. The east side has twin windowless dormers.

Accenting the roof is a cupola with a curved hip roof form.
The exteriors of both the house and carriage house are believed to 

be basically unaltered. The present owners are now in the process of 
restoring them and have started with the carriage house, which has been 
painted its original gold and rust colors.
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The James H. Ransom house was Built around 18* , 
Franklin county's most active and successful Businessmen anS^irive^stors.

Ransom was a native New Yorker who taught school in Illinois and 
worked in the Pennsylvania oil fields Before moving to Kansas in 1868. 
He was not a man who remained long in one place and the history of his 
Business activities in Kansas shows a wide-ranging career.

Upon his arrival in the state he operated a dairy farm for one 
year at Burlington CCoffey county) and then moved to the Clinton area 
CDouglas county) where he had a flour and saw mill and also farmed. 
After six years he moved to nearBy Lawrence and opened a wholesale and 
retail coal Business. Earlier he had purchased two coal mines at 
CarBondale COsage county). In 1878 he moved to WilliamsBurg in Franklin 
county and that county was to remain his permanent home. He Bought and 
operated the mines of the WilliamsBurg Coal Company. One year later 
he opened new mines three miles east of Williamefeurg and estaBlished 
the town of Ransomville at the site. In addition to his mining 
operations, he started a general store in the town and his daughter 
Myra was the town's first postmaster. In 1886 he moved to Ottawa and 
started a coal Business and later an ice company.

In the 1890's Ransom's Business interests were concentrated more 
on construction and less on coal mining. He recognized that the thin 
vein of coal in eastern Kansas could not Be profitaBly mined in 
competition with the deeper veins of southeastern Kansas. The contract­ 
ing firm of Ransom and Cook was well-known for its construction 
activities, particularly for Building railroads. His farming and 
associated interests, such as dairying, a creamery, and livestock 
Breeding, continued throughout his life.

In spite of his many Business involvements, Ransom was aBle to 
serve two terms in the Kansas House of Representatives, from 1905 to 
1909, and earlier he was on the Ottawa city council.

Around 1889-1890 he Built a large Victorian house in Ottawa. One 
of the showplaces of the community at the time, the house was his 
residence until 1901, when his first wife died. In that same year he 
sold Cor gavel the house to his daughter Myra and her husBand B. D. 
Bennett. His Ottawa Business interests were also disposed of to 
Bennett and he returned to Ransomville. The Bennetts occupied the house
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for many years and were active in Ottawa's business and civic affairs.
The house apparently remained in the Bennett family until 1949.

James Ransom was a prominent and successful businessman. His 
many and varied business pursuits and his frequent changes of location 
make him a typical entrepreneur of an era when Kansas was a young, 
developing state. He was set apart perhaps by the degree of success 
which he attained.

The Ransom house has been termed the best example of Victorian 
residential architecture in Ottawa. The large house together with its 
carriage^ouse presents a cohesive unit significant for its distinctive 
1890's architectural features and significant for its first occupant, 
James Ransom, and his contributions to the economic development of the 
area.

9..
Reflections of Franklin County and Chautauqua Days (Ottawa, Kansas,

n.p., 1961") , p. 32. 
Topeka Daily Capital, May, 1906.


