fORM B - BUILDING AUG04 MB

AREA FORM NO
MIISSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON k2
80 BOYLSTON STREET
BOSTOM, MA 02116
Town Somerviiie

Address 93 Highland Avenue
Historic Nare Somerviiie High School /

Somerviiie Town Hall / City Hall
Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5-, blacic and

Mhite) Indicate address of Usss Present institutional/city offic
property on back of photo.
Staple to left side of for«. " Original educational / institu-
tional
DESCRIPTION

Date 1S52 / enlarged & altered
lyb, 1902, 192k
Source Sanuels, Somerviiie Past and
Present.
Style Georgian Revival

« U-* current facade by . , *
) _ Architect RitnhiP, P~Ar*onc & "MMyAn"-
Sketch Hap: Draw aap showing property's location

in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Mall Fabric bricic
geographical features. Indicate all buildings
between inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings nwh e . oo - e

intersection(s).
Indicate north L

Magjor Alterations (with dates) additions
and alterations - 1S96, 1902, 192k.

Condition good

See Attached Assessor's Map
Moed  no Date n/a
Acreage less than one acre

Setting stands on a lot adjacent to other
public buildings
Ox City at Central Hill, on main

transportation route.

Z E N
UM REFERENCE 19 327/250 k69K/670 Recorded by Gretchen Q. Schuler
uses QUADRANGLE Boston North Organization IV/Aass Historical Commissi'

SCALE 1=25.000 Date September, [I9R8



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Somerviiie City Hall retains integrity of location, setting,
design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association with the
devel opment of thecivic |ife of Somerviiie. 't i ssignificant for its
i mportance i nthehistory of Somerviiie and forits architectural
integrity. The Somerviiie City Hall fulfills Criteria A and C of the
National Register of Historic Places on thelocal level.

AHTEIUN. SONHCANE Describe inportant architectural features ad eval uate in terns of
other buildings wthin the conmonity.

The present Somerviiie City Hall i s a result of a series of
alterations, and adaptive reuse additions nmade toa building originally
constructed on Central Hill as theHigh School i n1852. That structure
in the Greek Revival tradition was a two-story building of pressed
brick. The first major enlargement occurred i n 1896 when a rear wing
was added (the portion projecting towards Highland Avenue). The
second addition occurred i n1924 when theentire building, orientation,
and size was changed. The new,large north wing restored the
symmetrical facade. The gable end pedi ment of theoriginal building
was removed and a third story was added. The entrance was relocated to
the original block (where it remains), and Georgian Revival details,
including thetwo colossal lonic colums set i nantis, the broad wood
spandrels between first and second story windows, and t heclock tower,

msmMUfIA iMimti"' r4fAn't™ir% }EWnB” i pASWAN cf ¢S f WU Ahistory ad how the
building relates to the devel opnent of the conmonity.

The Somerviiie City Hall rests on historic Central Hill where it i san
integral part of theHighland Avenue streetscape and thecivic center
of theC City. Built first as a Greek Revival high school i n 1852, the
building eventually housed thetown offices i n 1867 when t he Forster
School house on Sycanore Street, thelocation of the Town Hall offices,
burned. I n 1872 t henew Latin High School (nolonger extant) was built
on Central Hill toaccommdate t heexpanding school age population, the
Town of Somerviiie was incorporated as a City and t he 1852 High School
building became theCity Hall. I n 1873 a Public Library was opened at
the rear of thebuilding i nan area vacated by t hepolice who noved t o
the newly constructed Police Station i nUnion Square.

The 1896 expansion of theCity Hall was i nresponse totherapid growth

of thecity government. Pl ans were drawn by.Boston architect, Thomas.
T. M Sargent. By this time theentire building was needed f or city
government . The library had nmoved toits own building i n 1885. The
1924 renovation and enlargement of the City Hall was done by Boston

based architects, Ritchie, Parsons and Taylor.

of Somerviiie, 1852.
Hopkins, GM Atlas of theCity of Somerviiie, 1874.
Samuel s, Edward, Somerviiie; Past and Present, 1897.
Somerviiie Journal.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

MASSACHJETTS HISTORICLAL CGNMISSON
Office of the Secretary, Bogon

Coranunity: Form No:

Somerviiie 142
Property Name somerviiie City

Indicate each item on inventory foim vdiich is being continued beow.

Historical Significance (Con't),

The Somerviiie City Hall, a building of firsts, thefirst Somerviiie
High School, thefirst Somerviiie City Hall, and thefirst Somerviiie
Public Library, i s an important building i nthedevelopment of

Somerviiie, The building i sthefunctional and symbolic focus of local
government activity for thecommunity.

Boundary Desicription and Justification
The boundary surrounding the Sonmerviiie Hgh SchookPresent City Hall)

include only the inmediate surrounds using a 125 feet line of conveni ence,
(see Assessor's nap which is attached)

Staple to lnventory form at bottom






NPS fom 18«00« onwfifimotiMo.  102-001%
(Me)

United States Department of the Interior /
National Park Service AG 4 199

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page
Mul tiple Resource Area
Thematic G oup
Nane Somerviiie MPS
State M ddl esex County, MASSACHEETTS
Nom nati on/ Type of Review "t Dat e/ Si gnat ure
61. O d Cenetery fintered I nthe /\ep AN '"AN'A TN NANAN
S lational leglster Jt eX (P . M J A A
Attest
62. OtisWyman  House '& AN AV SAANNNY AP AT ANANANNNN %MA/
Attest
63. Parker-Burnett House "M f/"Ni'~AMater freper, M i ANNIANNNNN
Attest
64. Prescaott, Gustavus  G. ,“usa, N, AAep "XAAN [N T MATA Alr Af
Attest
65. Russell, Philenmon, House j/\p/\r yAl_l/\-/V\Ai/\_/\ - AM/

Entered | nt he
Mational Heglster Attest

66. Russell, Susan, House SUta"? la +19 (/Tteepei/ _ mA/
Attest
67. Schuebel er, Charles, House hKBEpe:"
fintered inthe
national Begiatar Attest
68. Snow Lenuel, Jr., House. . 1" KSepe O/tAA

-0tMrHl | athe
Katloucxl i<l;2e  Attest

69. Somerviiie High School "p%. .M j[p ftrg | Keepe”
Attest
70. Somerviiie Journal Buil ding Neepeyl 7?2 A" fAN

Ur'A-ANIE A clit=3r Attest



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT G THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER GF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PROPERTY  Somerviiie High School
NAME:

MJLTI PLE Somerviiie MPS
NAME

STATE & GANTY: NASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex

DATE RECEl VED. 8/ 04/ 89 DATE CGF PENDI NG LI ST:  8/15/89
DATE (F 16TH DAY: 8/ 31/ 89 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 9/ 18/ 89
DATE CF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 89001261

NOM NATCGR  STATE

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
N PDI L: N PER CD N PRORAMUWNAPPROVED N
REQEST N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N

COWENT WAl VER N
Ent er ed Intha
X

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT 7/16/1<S | DATE
Hat | onal Reglster
ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS

RECOM / CR TER A
REVI EVER ~
DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type

STATE FEDERAL ACHENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI ON
historic current
DESCRI PTI ON
architectural classification
"materials

descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck and justify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI OGRAPHY
CEQERAPH CAL DATA

acreage Averbal boundary description

UING boundary justification
ACCOMPANYT NG DOOUMENTATI OV PRESENTATI ON

sketch maps NBZ naps phot ogr aphs presentation
OHER GOMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomnation nay be directed to

Phone

Si gned Dat e









Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 645Q0Q253



