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Town Wakefield
Addr ess 349-353 Main Street

FARVIND

292

Historic Name Flanley's Block

Use: Present

Original

DESCRIPTItM”

Date

c. 1895

Commercial

Commercial

Source History of Wakefield

Style Renaissance Revival

Architect

NA

Exterior Wall Fabric brick

Outbuildings

none

Major Alterations (with dates) 2-storv

NA

faces east on corner |lot

addition on west -1930s
Oondition Good
Moved NA Date
Acr eage under 1 acre
Setting

downtown center.

Recorded by Architectural

"'XssocTaFes

Preservation

Crganizaticn Wakefield Historical

Date

Com.mission
March 1985



NATI ONAL REG STER (R TER A STATEMVENT (i f appl i cabl e) b o e

Basically Italianate instyle, this building also foreshadows 20th o
century commercial building design 1 nitsgeometric andabstract
detailing. It i sawell-preserved exanple of itstyoe and i s

rem niscent ~of continuous commercial expansion of the downtown

area thoughout the late 19th century. The building retains integrity

of location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association andnmeets criterion Cof the NRHP on the local level. -

o ™ ° -0 - ol e - o ° "o\ o @ -

ARCHITECTURAL SGNIFICANCE Describe important ar chitectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the conmunity.
Although architects and designers were still looking to the histori-
zising styles at the turn of the century, they were chosing in many
cases more geometric, less complex and picturesque styles for in-
spiration.The Odd Fellows Building was designed in a simplified
Italian Renaissance style in the more planar, abstract manner. |t
is three stories in height, has a flat roof, and is trapezoidal in
shape to fit its lot.Above the first floor storefronts, which are largely
original, the building has triple , shallow recessed arches on both
north and east facades which are divided into five bays. The heavy
cornice above the planar wall surface creates a horizontality not
found in most earlier of contemporary commercial buildings.
Italiante are the arched double windows and rondels, the medallion
motifs in brickwork. The overall effect is one which suggests the

HISTORICALA A (iftfl (& g° i £inW f tfANIPIOM O ANMANMNYY and haw the
building relates to the devel opnent of the connunity.

This building was constructed i n1895 by John Flanley who was a furni-
ture dealer born i nWakefield. He joined the business of Gammers and -
Trow which had been founded i n1866. Flanley took over the business i n
1884 and sol d, according t ohi s advertisement, parlor and chanmber furni- .
ture , bedding, carpets andwallpapers. 1 n1918the (dd Fellows dedi -
cated this building totheir organization.

The Wakefield Square commercial district actually began north of the
Common | nthe early 1800s, noved south i nthe 1850s andgradually
added nore commercial blocks around the center of that area, the Town
Hal |, during the 1860s and 70s. By the 1890s when this block was built
the expanding district was moving north again.

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES
Eaton, Wh & History Commttee. History of Wakefield, Wakefield, 1944
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