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AREA FCRM NO. 

D 292 

Town Wakefield 

Address 349-353 Main Street 

His tor ic Name F l a n l e y ' s B lock 

Use: Present Commerc ia l 

Original Commercial 

DESCRIPTItM^ 

Date c . 1895 

Source H i s t o r y o f W a k e f i e l d 

Style Rena i s sance R e v i v a l 

Architect NA 

Exterior Wall Fabric b r i c k  

Outbuildings none 

Major Al tera t ions (with dates) 2 - s t o r v 

a d d i t i o n on wes t -1930s 

Oondition Good 

u m REFERaiCE 19/329750/4707640 

OSGS QOADRANGLE Read ing , Mass. 

SCALE 1:25, OOP 

Moved NA Date NA 

Acreage 

Setting 

under 1 ac re 

f a c e s ea s t on c o r n e r l o t 

downtown c e n t e r . 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l P r e s e r v a t i o n 
"'XssocTaFes 

Crganizaticn W a k e f i e l d H i s t o r i c a l 
Com.miss i o n 

Date March 19 8 5 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) ' : .. .. . i : . . . 

B a s i c a l l y I t a l i a n a t e i n s t y l e , t h i s b u i l d i n g also foreshadows 20th •' ! 
century commercial b u i l d i n g design i n i t s geometric and a b s t r a c t 
d e t a i l i n g . I t i s a well-preserved example of i t s tyoe and i s 
reminiscent ~of continuous commercial expansion of the downtown 
area thoughout the l a t e 19th century. The b u i l d i n g r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y 
of l o c a t i o n , s e t t i n g , design, m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g , and 
asso c i a t i o n and meets c r i t e r i o n C of the NRHP on the l o c a l l e v e l . •- ; 

• ••• • . - • - •] • • - • • ' •• ̂  • •• — " : 
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the conmunity. 

Although a r c h i t e c t s and designers were s t i l l l o o k i n g t o the h i s t o r i ­
z i s i n g s t y l e s a t the t u rn o f the c e n t u r y , they were chosing i n many 
cases more geometr ic , less complex and p ic tu resque s t y l e s f o r i n ­
s p i r a t i o n . T h e Odd Fellows B u i l d i n g was designed i n a s i m p l i f i e d 
I t a l i a n Renaissance s t y l e i n the more p l a n a r , a b s t r a c t manner. I t 
i s three s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t , has a f l a t r o o f , and i s t r a p e z o i d a l i n 
shape to f i t i t s lo t .Above the f i r s t f l o o r s t o r e f r o n t s , which are l a r g e l y 
o r i g i n a l , the b u i l d i n g has t r i p l e , shal low recessed arches on both 
nor th and east facades which are d i v i d e d i n t o f i v e bays. The heavy 
cornice above the planar w a l l su r face creates a h o r i z o n t a l i t y not 
found i n most e a r l i e r o f contemporary commercial b u i l d i n g s . 
I t a l i a n t e are the arched double windows and ronde l s , the meda l l i on 
m o t i f s i n b r i c k w o r k . The o v e r a l l e f f e c t i s one which suggests the 

HISTORICAL̂  ̂ ^(iftf I ( & g ° ^ i £ i n W f tf^^iiP lo^^ oi ^ ^ t ^ ^ ^ ¥ y ' and how the 
building relates to the development of the conmunity. 

This b u i l d i n g was constructed i n 1895 by John Flanley who was a f u r n i ­
ture dealer born i n Wakefield. He j o i n e d the business of Gammers and • 
Trow which had been founded i n 1866. Flanley took over the business i n 
1884 and s o l d , according t o h i s advertisement, p a r l o r and chamber f u r n i - . 
ture , bedding, carpets and wallpapers. I n 1918 the Odd Fellows dedi­
cated t h i s b u i l d i n g to t h e i r o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

The Wakefield Square commercial d i s t r i c t a c t u a l l y began north of the 
Common i n the e a r l y 1800s, moved south i n the 1850s and g r a d u a l l y 
added more commercial blocks around the center of t h a t area, the Town 
H a l l , d u r i n g the 1860s and 70s. By the 1890s when t h i s block was b u i l t 
the expanding d i s t r i c t was moving north again. . 
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