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1. Name 
historic Russells M i l l s Village 

and or common Russells Mi l l s Village Historic Di s t r i c t (preferred) 

2. Location 
Various addresses on Russells M i l l s , Rock 0' IXindee, 

street & number Slades Comer, Horseneck and Fisher Roads _MAnot for publication 
(see attached property/owner l i s t ) 

city, town Dartmouth NA vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Br i s to l code 005 

3. Classification * • • Category 
X district 

building(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 
private 
both 

Public Acqu is i t ion 
^ in process 

being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

X commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum » 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: r e c r e a t i o n 

4. Owner of Property 
name Multiple Owners (see attached property/owner l i s t ) . 

street & number 

city, town Dartmouth vicinity of state Massachusetts 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Br is to l County Registry of Deeds 

street & number 25 North Sixth Street 

city, town New Bedford state 
Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historic 
Assets of the Ccannonwealth has this property t>een determined eligible? yes no 

date 1983 (see attached property/owner l i s t f o r federal Estate county 
individ\ial inventory form numbersl 

local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historic Cotinission, 80 Boylston Street 

city, town Boston state Massachusett 



y_ D e s c r i p t i o n I^ssells M I U S Village Historic District, Dartmouth, MA 

Condi t ion Check one Check one 
x_ excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 
X_ good ruins X altered moved date . 

fair unexposed 

Descr ibe the present and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appearance 

Russells Mil ls Historic Dist r ic t is a rural industrial vi l lage located in the 
southwestern portion of the town of Dartmouth, Massachusetts, about 7 miles 
south of downtown New Bedford. The d is t r i c t is situated on the Paskamansett 
River, the principal tr ibutary of the Slocum River, which empties into 
Buzzards Bay about 3 1/4 miles downstream from Russells Mi l l s , between Mishaum 
and Deep Water Points. 

Russells Mills Historic Dist r ic t contains forty-one wood frame v" 
buildings—private residences, public and commercial buildings, and their 
respective outbuildings—of which thirty-seven contribute to the d i s t r i c t ' s 
historic and visual in tegr i ty . The d i s t r i c t is sited around a rural 
crossroads and is composed of f ive major roads (and one small section of a 
secondary road) that converge at a small open area. Most of the buildings are 
located along a 3/4-mile-long stretch of Russells Mil ls Road, parallel to the 
Paskamansett River. Four other roadways--Rock 0' Dundee, Slades Corner, 
Horseneck, and Fisher--are included within the d is t r i c t bounds. To the north 
of the d i s t r i c t ' s center, the land is relat ively leve l ; to the south, i t rises 
gently to the crest of a h i l l . At this point, Russells Mills Road runs 
downhill and becomes Horseneck Road. At the crest is the major crossroads 
that forms the d i s t r i c t ' s core. 

The southern boundary of the d is t r i c t is the Slocum River and the Town 
Landing. To the west, the d i s t r i c t boundary approaches Destruction Brook, 
also a tr ibutary of the Slocum River. To the east, the d is t r i c t is roughly 
bounded by the Paskamansett River and an 18th-century holding pond. To the -
north, the d i s t r i c t abuts a modern industrial f a c i l i t y . The majority of the 
buildings within the d i s t r i c t were constructed in the eighteenth century and 
the f i r s t half of the nineteenth century. These buildings ref lect the 
prevalent rural interpretation of contemporary New England styles of 
architecture. Most of the structures are one and a half or two stories in 
height, with clapboard or shingled exteriors, decorated and painted 
conservatively and well maintained. . . . 

Russells Mil ls Historic Dis t r ic t retains the rural setting of the 
mid-nineteenth century; houses and other structures are generally set near the 
road and retain small f ields used for producing hay or vegetables. 

While Russells Mil ls was or ig inal ly settled in the mid 17th century as a small 
agricultural community, the area had become a small industrial node by the 
18th century. As many as eleven water-powered mi l ls were operating within the 
vi l lage at one time, although none remains today. The mil ls performed such 
functions as grinding grain, fu l l i ng c lo th, working i ron, and sawing timbers 
and shingles. All depended upon the nearby Slocum River and i t s t r ibutar ies. 

. . . • Continued 
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par t i cu la r l y the Paskamansett (Fresh) River and Destruction Brook, f o r power. 
Dams, canals, and foundations remain, but l i t t l e else of the wooden 
buildings--many of which were probably no larger than a small house--remains. 

A few of the m i l l s i tes have been undisturbed since the nineteenth century. 
Especially well preserved are the s i tes of an i ron forge and ear ly m i l l near 
the or ig ina l Russell house. Also located near the Russell house is an Indian 
Burial Ground referred to in deeds and commonly accepted in local h i s to ry . 

The fo l lowing descr ipt ion of a number of representative bui ldings in the 
Russells M i l l s H is tor ic D i s t r i c t i s arranged chronologica l ly . Residences, 
which predominate in the d i s t r i c t , are discussed f i r s t . Other types of 
structures fo l low. 

Residential Buildings 

The small house at 1190 Russells M i l l s Road (ca. 1670, #50), i s probably the 
oldest house in Dartmouth s t i l l standing. The 1 1/2-story saltbox has a 
la rge , central chimney and asymmetrical fenes t ra t ion . Narrow cornerboards, 
splayed l i n t e l s , 8/12 windows, and a simple door enframement composed of 
engaged p i las te rs and a wide entablature suggest Federal-period a l t e ra t i ons . 
A gabled-roof e l l is a 19th-century add i t ion . Near the dwell ing is evidence 
of an upper dam, a holding pond, and an i ron forge, as well as the foundations 
of other m i l l s 

Despite a "1723" date on i t s central chimney, the Russell House, 1193 Russells 
M i l l s Road (#104), exh ib i ts both Federal and Greek Revival features on i t s 
ex ter ior and may have at i t s core a considerably smaller F i r s t Period 
s t ructure. The present 2 1/2-story, 3/4-plan house is the product of an early 
nineteenth century remodeling, at which time the size of the bu i ld ing was 
doubled and narrow corner boards and 12/12 windows with splayed l i n t e l s were 
added. The entranceway, however, i s Greek Revival in s t y l e , wi th f u l l - l e n g t h 
s ide l ights and incised p i las te rs supporting heavy entablature. An enclosed 
porch on the southwest side of the bu i ld ing i s a s t i l l l a t e r add i t ion . A 
nineteenth-century barn remains on the property. I t i s believed that the 
grounds may also hold the foundations of an ea r l i e r bu i ld ing . 

The 1 1/2-story cottage nearby, at 1202 Russells M i l l s Road (ca. 1730, #171), 
i s believed also to have belonged to a member of the Russell fami ly . The 
simple s t ruc tu re , symmetrical and f i v e bays wide, is framed by p la in corner 
boards and is surmounted by a pitched roof and a somewhat asymmetrically 
placed chimney on the ridge l i n e . 

Continued 
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The Cummings House, 849 Rock 0' Dundee Road (ca. 1780, #223), is a la rger . 
Federal-style house that sustained several addit ions and a l terat ions l a te r in 
the 19th century. I t s scale and size were appropriate fo r the Cummings 
fami ly , who operated a m i l l on the banks of the Paskamansett River. Five bays 
wide and 2 1/2 stor ies in height , the bu i ld ing is framed by narrow corner 
boards and capped by an extended cornice. Later a l te ra t ions include a ca. 
1820 Greek Revival-sty le po r t i co , embellished wi th a t r i g l yph and metope moti f 
and supported by Doric columns, which f ronts the entrance. The door surround 
incorporates incised p i l a s t e r s , a transom, and s i de l i gh t s . 

At 1197 Russells M i l l s Road (ca. 1795, #281), a smal l . Federal-period cottage 
i s typical of the modest la te 18th and ear ly 19th century dwell ings in the 
d i s t r i c t . The bu i ld ing is f i ve bays wide and 1 1/2 s tor ies in height . 
Splayed l i n t e l s cap the symmetrically placed windows. The present entryway is 
probably an early 19th century add i t i on—i ts 3/4 s i de l i gh t s , incised 
p i l as te r s , and broad archi t rave suggest the Greek Revival s t y l e . Two 
chimneys, asymmetrically placed and located in f ron t of the r idge, may be 
l a te r replacements. 

Several Greek Revival-sty le residences erected in the 1830s and 1840s are also 
included in the d i s t r i c t boundaries. The bu i ld ing at 27 Slades Corner Road 
(ca. 1840, #347), fo r instance, is a f ron t - fac ing gable p lan, 1 1/2-story, 
three-bay house wi th e l l that displays Greek Revival-sty le window and door 
surrounds (the l a t t e r wi th a deep but simple entab la ture) , corner boards, 
f r i e z e , cornice, and returns. In the la te 19th century, a polygonal second 
story bay, with 2/1 windows, and a ground-story open porch were added to the 
e l l but the bu i ld ing 's main block retains i t s mid-19th century appearance. 

At 885 Rock 0' Dundee Road (ca. 1850, #350) stands another Greek Revival-sty le 
bu i ld ing , somewhat more imposing (2 1/2 s t o r i e s ) , that l ikewise is a 
f ron t - fac ing gable plan s t ruc tu re , three bays wide. A s ing le-s tory e l l at the 
rear is a l a t e r add i t ion . This st ructure too displays Greek Revival-sty le 
door surround--incorporating paneled p i l a s t e r s , 3/4 s i de l i gh t s , and deep 
entablature—and i t s main facade is framed by corner p i las ters j o i n ing a 
cornice with shallow re turns. Fenestration is 6/6 throughout the main body of 
the house. 

The contemporaneous carriage house for 885 Rock 0' Dundee Road (ca. 1840, 
#306), a 1 1/2-story, f ron t - fac ing gable bu i ld ing with a narrow cornice and 
returns and carriage doors framed by simple entablature, was moved to i t s 
present locat ion at 889 Rock 0' Dundee Road in 1924 and now serves as a 
pottery fac tory . 

Continued 
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Residential construction slowed in the d i s t r i c t after the 1840s, and up into 
the middle of the 20th century, only a few modest dwellings were erected. 
However, one part icularly noteworthy late 19th century structure was 
constructed. I t is the Allen House, 1227 Russells Mil ls Road (ca. 1870, 
#460), an intact Second Empire-style dwelling, small in scale but with a 
number of the decorative elements typical of the sty le. The building is f ive 
bays wide, 1 1/2 stories in height, with a deep mansard roof. Simple 
brackets, closely set, are placed along the eave l i ne . The central entryway, 
with paired entry doors, is embellished with an ornated bracketed portico 
supported by slender incised columns. A carved scroll is centered in the 
front of the portico. A single-story polygonal bay, with a f l a t roof 
supported by brackets, projects from the side of the building. Three shallow, 
flat-roofed dormers, with scrollwork at the bases of their window surrounds, 
project s l ight ly from the roof. Fenestration is 2/2. The Allen House is the 
only Second Empire-style residence in Dartmouth. 

Nonresidential Buildings 

The Russells Mil ls Historic Dist r ic t contains a number of nonresidential 
structures bu i l t during the 19th and early 20th century to serve a variety of 
community needs. 

Davoll's General Store. 1228 Russells Mil ls Road (ca. 1800, #216), is a simple 
structure with some Federal-style features that was or iginal ly both a 
residence and a store, and continues to serve that dual purpose. The building 
is a 2 1/2-story, front-facing gable plan commercial building with a central 
entrance, clapboard siding, and corner boards. A rear addition with a 
similarly pitched roof was bu i l t shortly after the main block and s t i l l serves 
as a private residence. Window caps in both the main block and e l l , and the 
simple Greek Revival-style surround of the main block's entryway, are believed 
to have been added in the second quarter of the 19th century. A long, 
single-story e l l to the l e f t of the main block was added in the late 19th 
century and incorporates an earl ier separate outbuilding and attached carriage 
shed. 

The Town Pound on Russells Mil ls Road (#903) was bu i l t in 1831 to confine 
stray animals (including cat t le , hogs, and geese), which would be freed after 
the payment of a f ine. Russells Mil ls Pound was not the f i r s t in Dartmouth 
(one was bu i l t as early as 1686), but i t is the only one that survives 
intact. I t was bu i l t u t i l i z i ng a natural stone ledge for the back wal l ; the 
other three walls are granite fieldstone bu i l t without any bonding material. 
The pound is entered through an iron-hinged wooden gate that bears the 

;v Continued 
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legend: "Dartmouth Town Pound/Name of Grantor: Al len Sisson/Date o f 
Transi t ion: March 23, 1831." 

The former Second Christ ian Church, now the Doll Museum, i s located at 1212 
Russells M i l l s Road (1836, #301). The bui ld ing is set on a low r ise ancTtFe 
entrance is reached by broad granite steps, now p a r t i a l l y covered by b r i ck . 
Two paneled entrance doors, surrounded by paneled molding, f lank a 
t r ip le-sashed, round-arched window in the three-bay, gable-end facade. 
Incised corner p i las ters support a deep entablature and a moderate-pitched 
roof . On the side are placed a pair of round-arched windows, s imi lar to those 
on the main facade but wi th a wooden fan taking the place of the top window 
sash. 

Bu i l t ca. 1860 as the Russells M i l l s School, the bu i ld ing a t 1205 Russells 
M i l l s Road (#303) has served continuously as a public bui l d i n g — f i r s t as a 
grammar school, then as a grammar and high school and, since 1895, as the town 
l i b r a r y . The bui ld ing i s Greek Revival in s t y l e , three bays wide, with a 
f ron t - fac ing gable and discontinuous cornice and returns. A small incised 
t r iangular feature is applied to the otherwise unadorned pediment. A bel f rey 
wi th corner p i las ters is set on the r i dge l i ne , near the f ron t of the 
bu i ld ing . The port ico shel ter ing the paired entry doors i s a l a te r add i t i on . 

The Dartmouth Grange, 1133 Fisher Road (ca. 1890, #305), i s a frame vernacular 
bui ld ing wi th a f r o n t - f a d n g gable, cen t ra l l y located paired entry doors, and 
2/2 fenest ra t ion . Windows are adorned wi th capped l i n t e l s and s i l l s . The 
bui ld ing continues to be used as a grange h a l l . 

The 1913 Russells M i l l s School, 1167 Russells M i l l s Road (#501), replaced the 
ea r l i e r Russells M i l l s bchooi when i t opened in 1914. B'elieved to have been 
designed by area arch i tec t Erford Poole, the school is a well-preserved 
vernacular example of Queen Anne/Shingle Style arch i tec ture . The bu i ld ing i s 
cross gable in plan and 2 1/2 s tor ies in height. I t i s sheathed wi th 
c l o s e - f i t t i n g wooden shingles re l ieved by narrow bands of painted wood t r im 
around the gables and windows. Painted corner boards frame the f i r s t story 
only. The windows are var ied: some are grouped in pairs or in sets of four 
and f i v e , others are f ixed transoms with 2/2 sash. The resu l t is visual 
var ie ty on the exter io r and a great deal of natural l i g h t ins ide. There is a 
central chimney at the in tersect ion of the gables and a port ico shel ter ing the 
entryway. 

Continued 
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Noncontributing Structures 

Within the d is t r i c t are a few residential structures bu i l t within the last 
twenty years. Two of these houses, much in keeping with the style and 
character of the v i l lage, are modern "cape"-style cottages and are sympathetic 
in design and use to the older buildings of the d i s t r i c t . Two other buildings 
within the d is t r i c t boundaries are mid-20th century ranch-style houses. All 
of these buildings are considered intrusions. 



8 . S i g n i f i c a n c e Russells M L U S vmage Historic D is t r i c t , Dartmouth, MA 

Period Areas of Signi f icance—Check and just i fy below 

prehistoric X archeology-prehistoric _ community planning landscape architecture x religion 
1400-1499 X-archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education military social/ 

_X_ 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
_X_ 1800-1899 commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater 
_X- 1900- communications j x industry politics government transportation 

invention ^ ^ other (specify) 
recreatu-on, cctmiunity 

Specif ic dates 1652 -1920 Bui lder /Arch i tect n n J - t i p l e developnnent 

Statement of S ign i f icance (in one paragraph) 

Russells Mil ls Historic Dist r ic t is an intact early 18th-mid 19th century 
"mechanics vi l lage" located at a rural crossroads in Dartmouth, . . 
Massachusetts. Essentially unchanged since the mid nineteenth century, the 
d is t r i c t retains integr i ty of set t ing, design, location, materials, 
workmanship, and feel ing, as well as associations with the beginnings of 
Massachusetts' shipbuilding and early rural industrial development, albeit on 
a small scale. Architecturally, the d i s t r i c t is signif icant for i t s fu l l 
range of intact 18th- and 19th-century vi l lage elements, from dwellings to 
schools and stores to houses of worship. The d is t r i c t also contains a high 
potential for signif icant archaeological remains for both i t s prehistoric and 
i t s historic past. The d i s t r i c t thus f u l f i l l s Criteria A, B, C, and D of the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

Old Dartmouth, the original town in the area, was i n i t i a l l y an enormous t ract , 
encompassing the present towns of Westport, Acushnet, Fairhaven, and 
Dartmouth, the City of New Bedford, and parts of L i t t l e Compton and Tiverton, 
Rhode Island. I t was largely forested, with numerous intersecting streams and 
a heavily indented coastline. In 1652, 34 of the f i r s t Plymouth colonists 
purchased Old Dartmouth from the Wampanoag Indians. Each proprietor's share 
included at least 2,000 acres. Most of the proprietors chose not to sett le in 
Dartmouth, as they were already established elsewhere. By 1663, absentee 
owners were being taxed for the support of the settlement by order of the 
Plymouth authorit ies. Many of the purchasers of these shares were Baptists 
and Quakers, seeking refuge on what was then the f ront ier . Absentee 
ownership, Dartmouth's isolating forests and waterways, and religious f r i c t ion 
al l contributed to dispersed settlement rather than the more tradit ional 
nucleus of the planned New England vi l lage with i t s central green surrounded 
by a cluster of buildings. Dartmouth's scattered villages developed out of 
specific needs: Russells M i l l s , for example, as a source of waterpower for 
m i l l s ; Padanaram because of i t s fine natural harbor. 

One of the earl iest of the Dartmouth vil lages evolved along the Paskamansett 
River. In 1661, John Russell of Marsh f ie ld purchased Miles Standish's share 
of Dartmouth known as "Ponagansett"; he had settled there by 1665. This 
section of Dartmouth is about three miles from Russells Mil ls and is now known 
as Padanaram. " 

By the 1670s, members of the Russell family had arrived at the confluence of 
the Paskamansett River and Destruction Brook, the si te of early native 
American settlement. The oldest hoyse s t i l l standing in the area is that of a 
Russell family member. Located a t1 l90 Russells Mil ls Road (ca. 1670, #50), 
the Russell House retains i t s dist inct ive First Period silhouette. The 

Continued 
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Russell House is the only building in the d i s t r i c t known to have survived King 
Phil ip 's War in 1675-1676. Despite the war, which suggested the disadvantages 
of scattered settlement, the pattern of decentralization continued in 
Dartmouth and Russells Mil ls began to develop as an independent community. 

By 1704, the area was generally referred to as "Joseph Russell's m i l l s . " 
(Joseph was the son of early sett ler John Russell.) Two dams had been erected 
along the Paskamansett River and mi l ls had been established by the end of the 
17th century to grind grain, f u l l c lo th, and, eventually, to saw lumber. 
Although other commercial ac t i v i t i es , including mil ls bu i l t by other settlers 
developed within the d i s t r i c t , the area has retained i t s associations with the 
Russell family. Other mi l ls known to have existed concurrently with the 
Russell family's included a gr is t mil l on Destruction Brook (another tr ibutary 
of the Slocum River), run by Ebenezer Allen by 1711, located just outside the 
nominated d i s t r i c t . 

During the eighteenth century, Russells Mil ls Village grew and prospered. 
Quakers from Massachusetts and nearby Rhode Island arrived well into the 18th 
century. The area's f i r s t Quaker meetinghouse (no longer standing) was bu i l t 
ca. 1699 northeast of Russells Mi l l s , about 1 1/4 miles east of the bounds of 
the d i s t r i c t . At the lower Russell dam on the Paskamansett—where Rock 0' 
Dundee Road traverses the stream—and at the upper Russell dam about 1/8 mile 
upstream were active mil ls engaged in the necessities of local economic 
act iv i ty : grinding grain and preparing lumber, shingles, and cloth for 
finished products. A mil l pond and a holding pond s t i l l survive at these 
points, manmade features on the landscape that resulted from the dams erected 
by the early owners to provide power for their mi l ls . 

Downstream from the lower dam, several mi l ls are known to have existed during 
the 18th century: one mil l on the Paskamansett and one or perhaps two mil ls 
on Destruction Brook where i t joins the Paskamansett to become the Slocum 
River. Just below the confluence of these waterways is the Town Landing, 
which by the mid 18th century sustained a modest shipyard where building and 
other maritime-associated ac t iv i ty took place. (At the same time, Bedford 
Vil lage, the f i r s t urban nucleus in Old Dartmouth, was becoming a focus of 
marine act iv i t ies and would soon overshadow Russells Mi l ls . ) I t is said ships 
were constructed at Russells Mi l ls ' Town Landing and floated down the r iver 
with kegs and casks added for buoyancy unt i l the r iver deepened enough to 
accommodate their draf t . Act iv i ty in the shipyard continued into the 
twentieth century with the building of a few small wooden commercial f ishing 
boats. The last structures related to boatbuilding were destroyed in the 
1940s; now the Town Landing serves as a vi l lage park. 

Continued 



NPS Foon 10-9004 OMB Uo. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 
Nationai Parle Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Russells Mills Village Historic District  
Continuation sheet Dartnouth, MA Item number 3 Page 

Several residences within the district boundaries survive from this period of 
growth in Russells Mills. They include a second Russell House at 1193 
Russells Mills Road (ca. 1685, #104), a 2 1/2-story building that now retains 
elements of Federal-period styling and that is believed to have been 
constructed by a descendant of John Russell, and a center-chimney cottage at 
1202 Russells Mills Road (ca. 1730, #171), original owner unknown. 

By the close of the Revolution, Russells Mills Village was a well-established 
community and included stores, blacksmith shop, mills of various types, 
houses, and a church. The majority of late 18th century dwellings surviving 
in the district are simple Federal-style cottages. One residence, however, is 
somewhat grander in scale. The Cummings House, 849 Rock 0' Dundee Road (ca. 
1780, #223), was built by Benjamin Russell. Through marriage, the house 
passed by 1820 to the Cummings family, who operated one of the village mills 
and by the mid 19th century were operating successful mercantile businesses in 
Padanaram and New Bedford (the former Bedford Village, which was established 
as a separate town in 1787). The Cummings House is a 2 1/2-story, five-bay. 
Federal-style house with a classically adorned Greek Revival-style portico 
added at the time the Cummings assumed possession of the building. 

At the upper dam site in 1789, Giles Russell (still another descendant of John 
Russell) built an iron forge or furnace in Russells Mills near his grist mill, 
and bog iron removed from the Russells Mills area supplied the facility. 
The forge apparently was not successful, but the grist mill continued 
operation into the nineteenth century. Near this site a successful carding 
mill was also constructed; it was owned and operated by Robert Gifford until 
the Civil War, at which time it ceased operation. A tannery was also in 
operation during this period. None of these industrial structures survive. 

As the nineteenth century progressed, the village continued to grow. Simple 
but handsome Greek Revival-style buildings were interspersed among the 18th 
and early 19th century houses and cottages. Examples include buildings at 
1125 and 1133 Russells Mills Road, both constructed ca. 1830, and two 
residences nearby at 21 and 27 Slades Corner Road (#347), built ca. 1840. The 
last Greek Revival-style residence in the district was built at 885 Rock 0' 
Dundee Road ca. 1850 (#350). A number of the older residences in the district 
were updated with the addition of 6/6 windows, Greek Revival-style entrance 
surrounds, and window caps—for instance, a small Federal cottage at 1197 
Russells Mills Road (ca. 1795, #281) received a Greek Revival entrance 
surround in the 1830s. 

Continued 
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Nineteenth-century Russells Mil ls was a thr iv ing community. At one point 
there were eleven operating mil ls within i t s l im i ts . The vi l lage had stores, 
a ta i lo r shop, a church, blatksmith shops, a shipyard, and, possibly, an inn 
or roadhouse. A general store (ca. 1800, #216) in the vi l lage center served 
both the immediate community and those s t i l l somewhat isolated in the 
surrounding countryside. The Second Christian Church (ca. 1836, #301) was the 
only ecclesiastical structure in the d i s t r i c t (the Friends Meetinghouse being 
outside the d i s t r i c t bounds). The v i l lage's Town Pound, erected in 1831, 
confined stray animals unti l their owners could pay fines to reclaim them. 

By 1857, the vi l lage boasted 50 buildings and a Post Office (housed within the 
aforementioned general store). A new school was bu i l t ca. 1860 in the Greek 
Revival style (#303) and served the v i l lage's needs—first as grammar school 
and then as both grammar and high school—into the 20th century. Eventually 
the building was converted to a lending l ib rary , and remains such to the 
present day. Only a handful of residences were constructed, including a small 
but well-detailed Second Empire-style dwelling, the Allen House (ca. 1870, 
#470), and several vernacular expressions of the Gothic Revival. 

Toward the end of the nineteenth century, growth slowed considerably. 
Although some industrial and marine-related act iv i t ies continued within the 
d i s t r i c t , Russells Mi l l s ' shipyard and mil ls withered under the competition of 
the technologically and geographically advantaged Padanaram and, more 
importantly. New Bedford. Most of the mil l ac t iv i ty had ended by 1865; only 
agriculture and i t s supporting act iv i t ies remaining to sustain the v i l lage. A 
Grange Hall was erected ca. 1890, and continues to serve the same purpose for 
Dartmouth and New Bedford to this day. A larger grammar and 
bu i l t in the d i s t r i c t in 1913 to serve the needs of students 
five-mile radius of the vi l lage crossroads. Only within the 
i t fal len into disuse. 

was high school 
within a 
past 20 years has 

Today the village is primarily a bedroom community for New Bedford. Its mills 
have disappeared; its Town Landing is now a recreational facility, complete 
with swings, tennis courts, launching ramps, and a small boathouse; and its 
Congregational Church, now deconsecrated, has for many decades housed a doll 
museum. Nevertheless, Russells Mills Historic District remains essentially a 
rural center, its visual integrity preserved. 

Archaeological Significance 

Due to its low density and rural character, the Russells Mills Historic 
District has a high potential for significant archaeological remains. 

Continued 
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No prehistoric archaeological sites are currently known in the d is t r i c t or in 
proximity to i t . This i s , however, a ref lection of underreporting: the 
northern shore of Buzzards Bay remains one of the least documented parts of 
the state. Based on studies in analogous portions of the nearby Taunton 
drainage, i t is l i ke ly that sites ranging from the Early Archaic through 
European contact and settlement may be present. Given the location of the 
d is t r i c t at the head of a t idal r iver , the potential for such multicomponent 
sites should be considered high. 

The d is t r i c t also possesses signif icant potential for historical 
archaeological s i tes, specif ical ly 17th- through 19th-century mil l and forge 
complexes along Destruction Brook and the Paskamansett River, and the 
likelihood of wells, pr iv ies, and other features around many of the standing 
structures. The property at 1190 Russells Mil ls Road should be considered 
particularly sensitive. 

Russells Mil ls is an important example of a small, l inear mi l l ing community 
that was dominated by one family from the late 17th century unt i l the early 
19th. Because large-scale industrial development did not occur, the potential 
for documenting 18th century mi l l ing technology is very good. 
Occupation-related features provide an opportunity both to document and 
examine in detail the social and economic aspects of this type of community. 
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The Russells M i l l s Vi l l age His to r i c D i s t r i c t ' s boundaries are largely made up 
of natural features. To the south, the boundary is the Slocum River and the 
Town Landing. To the west, the d i s t r i c t boundary approaches Destruction 
Brook, excluding several twentieth-century residences. To the nor th , the 
d i s r i c t abuts a rrodern indus t r ia l f a c i l i t y . To the east, the d i s t r i c t is 
roughly bounded by the Town of Dartmouth Sanitary L a n d f i l l , a modern s a w m i l l , 
the Paskamansett River and the M i l l Pond. Boundaries were drawn to include 
the greatest nimber of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century properties r e l a t ing 
to the indus t r ia l v i l l a g e and to exclude as many peripheral non-contributing 
properties as possible. Please see the d i s t r i c t rrap for exact boundaries. 
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Russells Mill s Doll & Toy 

Museum ^ ^ I V E D 
PO Box 100 
Russells Mill,Dartmouth,MA 02714 i<lHi' -u 'lS 

May 2,1985 

Massachusetts Historical Commisinn 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historio Preservation Officer 

Dear Valerie A, Talmage: 

The Officers and Board of The Museum,have 
discussed your l e t t e r concerning "consideration 
of the Building by the State Review Board for 
nomination to the National Register of Historic 
Places", 

I t i s the consensus opinion that the Building 
not be considered,unless i t i s the majorityT 8 
wish of the entire d i s t r i c t , i n which case we 
would be agreeable. 

SInoerely, sinoerely, 

^erineth Codm Treasurer 


