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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Rapides Bank is located next to the approach ramp to the Pineville 
bridge, between Main Street and the Red River levee in downtown Alexandria.

Inasmuch as the building is currently used as museum space, most 
evidence of the former banking operation has been removed. Only the board 
room to the rear and the vault enclosure in the center of the banking } space 
survives. Counters, teller's cages, and the vault itself have been removed. 
The masonry building was constructed in 1898 and remodeled in 1914. The rear 
and side walls, and the structure itself date from 1898. The interior appoint­ 
ments in the two-story banking space and limestone Renaissance Revival, facade 
date from 1914.

The oid franking space is large, open, and plain except for the ceiling', '
which is divided into large panels trimmed with full entablatures and modileoni [~i. • - p, -'. . **} - * -. •
cornices. In the center of each panel is an Acanthus leaf medallion, inscribed 
in bay leaf garlands. At one time there was a suspended ceiling the supports 
for which now hold spotlamps for the art gallery.

The three-bay facade is articulated with engaged colossal Tuscan columns, 
with arches between, under a balustraded entablature.

Because the building is tightly placed on a corner lot, with only a 
few feet to spare on one side and no room on the other three, the exterior 
walls of the building are the boundaries of the nominated area.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Of Alexandria's somewhat depleted stock of turn-of-the-century commer­ 
cial buildings, most depend upon an unstudied accumulation of brick pilasters, 
brick arches, and corbel tables for their articulation. The Rapides Bank 
has considerably more pretention than this. It has a fully developed classical 
facade with four colossal Tuscan columns, an entablature and balustrade which 
are more or less correctly proportioned. Moreover, with the one exception, 
which is the enormous Bentley Hotel, the Rapides Bank is the most classically 
refined and pretentious commercial building in Alexandria.

The building was constructed in 1898 and was the third home of the 
Rapides Bank, which had gone into business about ten years before. At first 
the bank occupied only about half of the present structure, renting the 
other half of the building for private offices. Then in 1914 the bank expan­ 
ded its facilities and renovated the whole building for its use. The building 
was vacated in 1954. In the early 1970's, the Central Louisiana Art Association 
approached the Rapides Bank with a proposal that the building be renovated for 
use as an art museum, and the bank and the CLAA successfully achieved the 
renovation.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The property is bounded by a 50' by 150' rectangle at the corner of 
La. Rt. 165 and Main Street. 
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