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1. Name of Property

historic name Allen, W. Roby, Oral Home School
other names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number 525 5th Street NI N/A not for publication
city, town Faribault n/a L _Jvicinity
state Minnesota code MN county Rice code 131 zip code _g55g2q

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
private [x] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ pubtic-local [ district 1 1___ buildings
[:] public-State [:l site sites
[ public-Federal [ structure structures

[T object objects

1 1 Total

b{\?}nAe of related mulitiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously

listed in the National Register

4. State/Federal Agency Certitication

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination El request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register_of Historic Placgs and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In m @i}r* pr m/%e«s Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuatior;;h 8
A oA é 4 @

Sig(atu)a of cerﬁfving'offi%ial TN Date

State or Federal agency and bureau Minnesota Historical Societv

in my opinion, the property D meets L__]does not meet the National Register criteria. [_] see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

$. National Park Service Certification _ rr—tha
I, hereby, certify that this property is: Entered 20

, Registe?
entered in the National Register. W Wﬂmﬂ / |
[]see continuation sheet. LT 5 Z / 'i’ 7d

[Tl determined eligible for the Nationai
Register. DSee continuation sheet.

[ ] determined not eligible for the
National Register.

Dremoved from the National Register.
Dother, (explain:)

/

ere of the Keeper Date of Action




6. ~unction or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/single dwelllng

Educatlon/school 'y

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Education/school

7. Descnptiq

Architectural Classmcatlon
(enter categories from instructions)

Queen Anne

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation _limestone

walls woad/clapboard
wood shingles

roof asphalt

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

See continuation sheet

@ See continuation sheet
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The W. Roby Allen Oral Home School is a Queen Anne influenced two and a half
story frame structure located on a large corner lot dotted with mature deciduous
trees. The site also contains a non-coniributing frame, gable roofed garage. The
house sits on a limestone foundation and is finished with clapboards, corner boards,
and displays Stick Style definition between stories. Its present configuration is the
result of the original ca. 1890 home and the 1923 mirror-image addition that was
built to accommodate the Home School’s boarding students.

The main (north) facade is composed of two identical bays each supporting a gable.
The twin gablés are decorated with scalloped shingles and punctuated by a Palladian
style window. Each bay displays a pair of one-over-one double hung wood windows
at the second story. A single one-over-one window exists where the two bays

meet. Chamfered corner windows with drop finials add visual interest to the
corners at the first story. A single story bay window is centered on the east
elevation. A single story enclosed frame porch spans the front facade between the
chamfered corners. The porch was enclosed in 1923 when the west addition was

built. A center entrance to the porch is highlighted by a gabled peak in the hipped
porch roof.

The asphalt shingled roof is a complex of gables and hips, displaying bracketed
zaves and simple bargeboards.

Recent alterations to the house include the 1958 expansion of the west wing to the
rear of the lot.



8. Statement of Significance _

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[ ] nationalty [C] statewide Xiocally

Applicable National Register Criteria A B DC DD
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DA D 8 [Jc D D [:] E [:I F e N/A

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance _ Siggigc;m Dates

Education 1923- 1931

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Sianificant Person Architect/Builder
Allen, Bessie B. unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

See continuation sheet

ESee continuation sheet
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The W. Roby Allen Oral Home School is significant within the context of a wide
range of public, private, and parochial schools that flourished in Faribault as a
result of several factors: the early emphasis on education nourished by Episcopal
Bishop Whipple and founding father Alexander Faribault; the desire of city leaders
to locate state institutions for the physically and mentally challenged in the city;
and the desire of local ethnic groups to perpetuate their separate cultural identity
in church-operated schools. (This context spans both the Minnesota Historical
Society’s contexts, Zarly dgriculture and River Settlement, and Development of
Agriculture ard Raz‘]f&ad Construction.) The Oral Home School is also significant for

its association with Bessie Blaker Allen, school founder and pioneer educator for the
deaf,

Both the Episcopal and State boarding schools drew students from all over the
United States and helped establish Faribault’s early reputation as a center of
education within the State. Episcopal Education began as early as 1858 with a
primary school in a rented storefront. The earliest state institution school to be
established in Faribault was the Minnesota Institute for the Deaf and Dumb in 1863

followed by the separate Blind Department, 1874, and the State Schools for ldiots
and Imbeciles, 1881.

It was the State School for the Deaf and Dumb that originally attracted Bessie
‘Blaker Allen to Faribault. Nine years after arriving in Faribault, Ms. Allen
developed an alternative to traditional deaf education. It too, drew students to
Faribault from across the United States and Canada.

The W. Roby Allen Oral Home School for the deaf has served the interests of deaf
education in the regioh in three ways: 1) it pioneered the concept of early childhood
education, 2) it pioneered the practice of mainstreaming young deaf students into
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hearing schools, and 3) it providéd an alternative setting and educational philosophy
for deaf students.

Bessie Blaker Allen arrived in Faribault with her husband, six daughters, and her
deaf parents in 1914. She was a graduate of Ward Seminary in Nashville Tennessee
and the University of Vanderbilt, and had accepted a teaching position at the

Minnesota School for the Deaf where her sister, Sallie Mae Blaker, also taught. 3he

had previous teaching experience at the Florida and Mississippi State Schools for the
Deaf.

During her teaching career, Bessie Blaker Allen became interested in pre-school
education for the deaf. When she established the W. Roby Allen Oral Home School
(named for her husband) in 1923, the concept of early childhood education for the
deaf was very new. Her efforts preceded the 1924-30 recommendations of the
National Research Council in Washington D. C. and the White House Health
Conference for experimental nursery schools for the deaf, ages one through six, ! as
well as the Clarke School’s 1933 experiment with six children ages 3 through 5.4
Bessie Allen’s first students were referred to her, at her request, by physicians at
Rochester’s Mayo Clinic.3 The following excerpt explains the development of Bessie
Blaker Allen’s educational philosophy:

During those years of teaching at the State Schools our mother had
been dreaming dreams, defining goals, evaluating the philosophy and
methods currently in the educational program for deaf children. At
that time, deaf children were not accepted at the Minnesota School

| Kilpatrick, Walter M. “Preschool Needs of Handicapped Children,” American Annals of the
Deaf, 1932, vol 77, p. 323."

2 Wagner, Mary A., “The Experimental Preschool Group of Clarke School,” American Annals of
the Deaf, 1932. vol. 77, p. 391,

3 Personal interview with Dena and Faye Allen, 4/17/89, Faribault, Minnesota.
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until they were eight or nine years. ... Parents may have been
reluctant to have their young deaf children leave home...and...
facilities at state schools may not have been designed for such young
children. ...Pre-schools and nursery schools were not a part of

existing school programs. Teacher-training for these early ages was
not available.

- Our mother lamented the loss of these early years in the education of
deaf children. By the age of eight or nine, these youngsters had formed
habits of communication that ruled out the need for speech. Lack of
understanding resulted in disciplinary problems. ...She believed that a
well-planned program should involve the home, parents and
siblings.... Such a program should be available just as soon as a
child’s hearing loss was detected.

She had memories of accompanying her parents everywhere to serve
as interpreter. She knew their isolation because of lack of
communication. By starting an education program at an earlier age,
differences in grade and age levels would be minimized. Using speech
and lip reading throughout the day in home life as well as in a school
environment, deaf children would be able to enter regular schools and
continue their regular education with peers of normal hearing. ... Our
mother did not live to realize her dream. Her efforts to enroll deaf
youngsters from the W. Roby Allen School [in 1923] were to no avail.
Public schools were not ready to accept “deaf and dumb” children into
;lasses with “normal” children.4

4 Allen, Faye, personal written account. nd.
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After Bessie Allen’s death in 1931, her daughter, Faye Allen, continued the job of
teaching deaf boarding students from all over the U.S. and Canada. A younger
sister, Dena, joined her in 1945 and the two have run the school to the present.

In 1933 Faye Allen consulted with the parochial schools in a second, but successful,
attempt to mainstream two seventh grade students into a hearing school (Sacred
Heart). These students received their daily instruction at both the Home School and
the parochial school. This attempt to mainstream students was the first in the
region. Other schools may have been experimenting with mainstreaming at the
time, but only at the eighth grade level and above.b In subsequent years, Faye and

Dena were able to enroll even younger students in the parochial schools of
Faribauilt.

The educational philosophy of the W, Roby Allen Oral Home School emphasizes total
integration of the deaf into hearing society. Only the lip-reading, or oral, method is
taught. (This method is not useable by all deaf students.)The school has always
emphasized the unlimited abilities of deaf children to attain equal social and
economic status in the larger society. In the 1930s, when state institutions across
the United States were emphasizing the deaf student’s acumen toward industrial
and vocational training, 6 the W. Roby Allen School was striving for the highest
possible level of academic achievement in its students. The first Roby Allen student

to receive a Bachelor of Arts degree from a hearing college was matriculated in
1939.

The school, with its home atmosphere and nurturing instruction is the life work of
Bessie Allen and her daughters Faye and Dena. Its existence will likely end with the

5 Personal interview with Dena and F aye Allen 4/17/89, Faribault, Minnesota.

6 “Twenty-Sixth Biennial Report, Minnesota School for the Deaf,” 1930, Faribault, Minnesota. p.
83.
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graduation of their last three students. The retirement of Faye and Dena Allen may
also signal the end of the Home School philosophy in the region.



9. Major Bibilographical References

See continuation sheet

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[:] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested

[:]previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register

[ ] designated a National Historic Landmark

[Jrecorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #

[CJrecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

[X] see continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:

[] state historic preservation office

(] other State agency

D Federal agency

[JLocal government

D University

E] Other

Specify repository:
Fort Snelling History Center
Saint Paul, Minnesota

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property __Less than one acre.

UTM References :
All,5 (41791325 [4,9103|5,20]
Zone  Easting Northing

(o2 I I I N AR O T B A

- I I I T R B T A B

!
Zone  Easting Northing

=3 T O A O T I I O

D See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at a point on the north line of Block 28, Town of Faribault, 132'
west of the NE corner of said block, thence west on said north line 33',
thence south at right angles with said north line 165', thence east parallel
with said north line 33', thence north 165' to place of beginning.

(] see continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the city lots, and portions of c¢ity lots, that have
historically been associated with the property. City legal description.

[C]see continuation sheet
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nameftitle Thomas R. Zahn, Jacqueline Sluss

organization Thomas R. Zahn & Associates, Inc.date July 31, 1989

street & number 420 Summit Avenue telephone __(612) 221-9765

city or town Saint Paul state Minnesota zip code 55102
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