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1. Name of Property

historic name Nobility Hill Historic District
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Cedar. Chestnut and Mapip <;trPPts N/AJ "0t for publication

city, town Stoneham N/AJ vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county Suffolk code 025 zip code 02180

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
rXI private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
I I public-local district 33 17 buildings
| I public-State ¢ site sites
I I public-Federal [X~I structure structures
IXn object ' . J objects
3N 17  Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Stoneham MRA listed in the National Register See Continuation
Sheet

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, th€ Property HI meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet

Signatfe of eertifying efficial EX€€YEiite Director MaSSachUSettS Historical Date Slon;
state Hstoric Preservation officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Parle Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
P~rentered in the National Register. ~
| 1See continuation sheet.
I Idetermined eligible for the National
Register. \31 See continuation sheet.
| ldetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

| Iremoved from the National Register.
I lother, (explain:)

A.-jr .M Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



Nobility Hill Historic District,
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
—Anmpstir / Single Dwelling,
Secondary Structure

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Late Victorian/ Italianate, Second

Enpire. Queen Anne. Stick. Shingle

Style

Late 19th Century Revivals / Col onial
Revi val

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

St oneham M\

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Donestic / Single Dwelling,
Secondary Structure

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation Brick, Concrete
walls Shingle, Clapboard, Asphalt

roof Shingle. Slate, Asphalt
other

The Nobility Hill Historic District, Stoneham Massachusetts is a small,
nodest residential enclave |ocated a fewhblocks west of the historic town

center (Central Square Historic District).

Buil't up between the 1860s and t he

1920s, i tis an unusually cohesive and conprehensive illustration of
Stoneham s residential developnent at thetime. Thirty-three contributing
houses aredesigned in a variety of period styles; nany arewel| preserved and

exhibit exceptional detail for their type.
of the Tidd Estate, a stone wall and a gate.

Al'so included aretheonly remains
Sevent een non-contributing

buil dings, twelve of which aregarages, arealso Included. Five houses are

individually listed in the National Register
StonehamMul ti pl e Resource Area (NR 1984).

of Historic Places as part of the
This nomnation focuses on the

surrounding nei ghborhood as a mcrocosm of residential devel opnent beginning
at the peak of thelndustrial Prosperity period (1840-1880) and continuing

throughout t he Suburban Period (1880-1930).

The Nobility Hill Historic District islocated incentral Sonehamat the
Intersection of Maple Street, Chestnut Street and Cedar Avenue. This site was
selected for residential development in the second half of the 19th century
for several reasons. Qe was the hilltop setting, which offered panoramc
views that conplenented the picturesque architectural styles of the period.
Anot her was direct proximty t otheshops, factories, and institutions of
Central Square a fewshort blocks tothe east. A final factor, which becane
increasingly inportant, was close proximty t othe Lindenwood Railroad Station
on Montval e Avenue, which allowed residents t ocommute t ojobs in Boston.

Mapl e and Chestnut Streets areeast-west and north-south thoroughfares,
characterized by noderate traffic. Gedar Avenue connects themin a short,
irregular Uthat islittle used except by residents. As mght be expected.
Mapl e and Chestnut Streets were laid out inthe first half of the 19th century
whil e Cedar Avenue was laid out inthe 1860s tofacilitate residential

devel opment. Poplar Street was cut through theinterior of the block soon
after but did not develop until after the period of significance. Poplar

Street is thus excluded from the district:

deleted for this reason as well.

portions of Cedar Avenue have been

rX| See continuation sheet



Ma IOMOOI*

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Nobility Hill Historic District
Stoneham M

Section numt}er  * Page

The area i scharacterized by noderate-sized, 1 Y2 to2 /2 story, wod-frane
houses designed i na variety of popular period styles. They date fromthe
1860s t o the 1920s. Well-detailed suburban exanples of the ltalianate, Second
Empire, Queen Anne, Shingle, Colonial Revival and Craftsman styles are
present; sone are locally outstanding and five have been recognized by
individual listing i nthe National Register (1984). Unfortunately, the three
mansi on houses which originally gave the area it s nane have been denolished or
so heavily altered as to preclude inclusioni nthe district.

The condition of buildings within thedistrict varies greatly. Mny arei n
excellent condition, preserving their original qualities of design and
detail. Sone have undergone changes i nfenestrationor the applicationof
artificial siding, which are typical alterations throughout the community. A
smal | nunber suffer from neglect, and sone are partially hidden by overgrown
vegetation.

The houses generally maintain a consistent fifteen- totwenty-five-foot
setback along with similiar spacing from their neighbors helping tounifythe
streetscape, and bring order to the profusion of architectural styles. This
type of siting i stypical of early 20th century suburbs which, architectural
historian Alan Gowans has said, "...required a correspondingly new concept of

the house, as a dwelling intended tositinitsow plot of ground, like the
rural houses of earlier America yet also related to other houses on a street,
like ol der urban row houses." (Confortable House; p. 29)

This characteristicsuburbanvisage was achieved gradually during the period
of significanceas i sillustrated by a series of historic maps and

phot ographs. Until themd-19th century, the west side of Main Street,
Including this area, was al most entirely vacant, while thenore level terrain
of the east side had begun t o develop with workers' housing. As late as 1858,
a mere two houses stood i nthe area: one owned by surveyor Amasa Farrier on
the north side of Maple Street, and another owned by industrialist John Hill
to the south.

Hill's large estate, which occupied theentire block south of Maple Street and
consisted of a Mansard-style mansion house surrounded by winding drives,
formal plantings, and outbuildings, set theinitial tone forthearea. |t was

followed by the H H Mawhinney estate on the northwest corner of Maple and
Chestnut Streets ca. 1860, and the C W Tidd estate.occupying thelnterior of
the Cedar Avenue bhlock ca. 1880.

The elite character of the area was never fully established, however. By the
time the Tidd estate was constructed, approximately a dozen houses, designed
in nore nodest versions of theltalianate and Mansard styles, stood onthe
east side of Chestnut Street and on the upper portion of Cedar Avenue. During

(continued)
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the next ten years, several fine exanples of the Queen Anne style appeared.
Additional development in the 1890s and first two decades of the 20th century
added conpatible exanples of the Shingle, Colonial Revival, and Craftsman
styles to the district.

The character of the district remnined stable until the md-20th century, when
the Mawhi nney and Tidd estates were denolished. The former was replaced by a
brick church and parking |l ot while the latter was replaced by a cluster of
ranch houses. The pair at 2 and 4 Cedar Avenue are incongruously fronted by
the graniteretaining walls and gates of their predecessor. Ranch houses were
also built on the undevel oped lots at the west end of Cedar Avenue. These

m d-20th century dwellings account for the intrusions within the district and
also provided a rationale for boundaries. Several of the houses are

acconmpani ed by freestanding garages which are not considered to contributeto
the historical or architectural significanceof the area.

The character of the district is largely defined by a dozen residences of
outstanding quality, these continue to reflect the picturesque ideals of the
later 19th century. They vary in date and style and are dispersed throughout
the district. Providing a contextual backdrop to these major buildings are
simpler or less well-preserved buildings of the same period and of the early
20th century. Al | conbine to illustrate Stonehams residential growth through
the end of the Suburban Period as defined by the Multiple Resource Area

ovVervi ew.

Representative dwellings are described belowin chronological order:

Several exanples of the Italianate style appear inthe district, illustrating
many of the varied forms assumed by that picturesque style. The earliest is
35 Chestnut Street (ca. 1860; #97). I tis a sinple 2 1/2-story dwelling whose
symmetrical five-bay facade is centered on an entry with sidelights and
lintel. Wndows contain 2/2 sash. The house i s clapboard-clad and rests on a
brick foundation. Mp research for this house is inconclusive. A structure
owned by Amasa Farrier is shown at this approximate location in 1858, but the
site is vacant in 1874. By the 1880s, a house reappeared as part of the C W
Tidd Estate. Stylistic evidence supports a constructiondate in the 1850s or
1860s.

Three similiar dwellings, the Seth D Allen, Jacob Kidder, and Perez C Jones
Houses, stand adjacent to each other at 9 11, and 13 Cedar Avenue (#s 79, 78,
7). Dating from ca. 1870, al lare 2 12 stories and display the gable-end
facade wi th sidehall plan that was so popular in the md-eighteenth century.
The Jones House i s shingle-cladwith decorative fishtail shingles in the gable
field. The facade features an entry with bracketed hood and a two-story

pol ygonal bay. Paired brackets appear at the coimce. Wndows contain 2/2

(continued)
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sash. The house rests on a bhrick foundation. The Kidder House, which i s now
sheathed with asbestos shingle, eschews thetypical bracketed cornice and
retains the gable returns of theearlier Geek Revival style.

The Richard Wal | House, 8 Cedar Avenue (ca. 1878 #86) i ssimiliar to these
houses, but sonewhat nore abundant i nits detail. | tisa 21/2-story
sidehall-plan house with a substantial two-storyrear ell. | tisnow sheathed
with asbestos, but its other elements remain intact. Wndows contain 2/2
sash, and thedistinctive fenestration of the facade includes paired
round-arched windows i nthe gable and full-length windows at thefirst story.
The house i strinmmed with paneled cornerboards carrying paired incised
brackets. The brackets are repeated i nthe porch, which runs across the
facade.

By farthenost el aborateexanple of thestyle i stheC N Wbod House, 30
Chestnut Street (ca. 1878; #143; NR 1984), which i sindividually listed i n the
National Register. This full 2 1/2-story house i sasymmetricallymassed with
a tower rising adjacent to a projecting gabled pavilion. The tower contains a
doubl e-leaf entry with a bracketed hood surmounted by a paired wi ndow,
triple-arched windows occupy the tower stage. Elsewhere, windows are often
paired or arched as well. Paired bracketstrim thecomi ce of the slate gable
roof.

The district also includes two exanples of the Mansard style, both of which
are 1 1/2-story sidehall cottages. Qne i slocally exceptional, and has been
recogni zed by individual National Register listing. The Lorenzo D Hawkins
House, 1 Cedar Avenue (ca. 1870; #112; NR 1984) i s a clapboard-clad structure
that rises froma granite foundation to a scalloped slate roof. Major
features include an entry with glazed and panel ed door and bracketed porch,
bay wi ndows and dormers with arched glazing, and a heavily bracketed comi ce.
It i sacconpanied by a matching carriage house.

The John C Paige House, 34 Chestnut Street (ca. 1870; #144) i ssinplerin
execution and has been altered by alum numsiding. [|ts nost prom nent
features are a hellcast mansard roof with round-arched wall dormers, and a
verandah with balustradeand spindle valance embracing the facade and south
el evation.

During the 1880s and 1890s, several fine exanples of the Queen Anne style,
sone displaying Stick Style features, were added to thedistrict. Three have
been distinguished by individual National Register listing. Qe of the
earliest and nost unusual i s7 Cedar Avenue (ca. 1880; #81), which appears to
have been built as part of the Hawkins estate. | tisa 2 1/2-story house with
pi cturesque massing including asymmetricallyplaced wings and a

pyram dal - capped tower. Wndows contain 2/2 sash and are headed by sloping
lintels.

(continued)
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Another relatively early Queen Anne-style dwelling is the Charles H LIbby
House, 37 Maple Street (1883; #103). Built on a T-plan, i trises 2 12
stories to a gable roof and faces its gable end to the street. It is
clapboard-clad, but also displays fishtail shingles i nthe gable and a val ance
of vertical boards. Brackets and exposed rafters appear at the roofline.
Wndows generally contain 2/2 sash, but multiple-pane sash appears i nthe
gable. The entry i s framed by sidelights and retains its glazed and paneled
door. A well-detailed porch running across the facade features tumed posts,
as well as brackets with an unusual incised design that i s repeated i nthe
bal ustrade. The James B Hawkins House, 35 Maple Street (ca. 1885, #104), is
similiar but was shingled i nthe 1920s.

The James P. Fairchild House, 41 Maple Street (ca. 1890; #101), and the Harry
Hill House, 3 Cedar Avenue (ca. 1890; #83) are identical andwell-preserved
exanpl es of the Queen Anne style. Both are rectangular inplanand rise 2 1/2
stories to steep hip roofs. The conplex silhouette that i s so characteristic
of the Queen Anne style i s achieved through use of a nassive facade gable.
This dom nant element i s supported on curved, shingled brackets, and displays
a stylized Palladlan window. Other features include polygonal bays and a
verandah with balustradeand turned posts headed by unusual sunburst motif
brackets. A sonmewhat similiar exanple i s the Henry C Carbee House, 39 Maple
Street (ca. 1890s; #102), with its off-center facade gable and verandah with
t umed posts and incised brackets.

The three Queen Anne-style houses that are individually listed i nthe National
Register are the Sidney A Hill House, 31 Chestnut Street (ca. 1895, #109, MR
1984), the Newton Lanson House, 33 Chestnut Street (ca. 1887; #108, NR 1984)
and the Franklin Jenkins House, 35 Chestnut Street (ca. 1895; #107; NR 329).
The first two display Stick Style elements such as val ances, while the latter
reflects the Shingle Style.

Anot her exanple of the Shingle Style i s the Benjamin S Hinds House, 29 Cedar
Avenue (ca. 1895; #69). Standing at the west end of the district, this fine
house i s entirely shingle-clad, with a fieldstone chimey on the south
elevation. | trises 2 2 stories to a ganbrel roof, which slopes down on the
south side of the facade to forma porch with Tuscan colums. COher features
include a paneled entry framed by |eaded-glass sidelights, dianmnd-pane sash,
and a Palladlan window i nthe north gambrel.

The Colonial Revival style i s represented by a small nunber of simply executed
dwellings. The Henry Smith House, 26 Chestnut Street (ca. 1895, #141) isa 2
1/ 2-story, shingled, hip-roof structure with a solid foursquare form The

maj or referenceto the Colonial Revival style is provided by the Tuscan porch,
with a pedinment highlighting the entry location, which extends across the
facade and around the south elevation. The polygonal bay at the northwest
corner harks back to the Queen Anne style.

(continued)
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The ganbrel roof cottage at 45 Maple Street (ca. 1915; #99) i san unusually
wel | -detailed exanple of theDutch Colonial style that was just coming into
vogue. Typical features aretheganbrel roof with three-bay shed dorner and
the symmetrical facade with center entry flanked by paired windows. | nthis
case, theentry i sframed by sidelightsand thew ndows contain 6/6 sash. An
unusual feature i stheTuscan porch that extends across t hewest elevation.

(continued)
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ARHAEO G G CESCR PTT AN

Wiile no prehistoric sites arecurrently recorded in the district or in
the general area (withinonemle) i tis possible that sites arepresent. The
physical characteristics of the district, high, well drained, hilly terraces,
portions of which are within 1000 feet of Sweetwater Brook, atributary of the
Aberjona River indicate marginally favorable condition for native subsistence
and settlement activities. Gven these facts, thesize of the district (7.69
acres) andlate 19th century devel opnent in the area, al owt o noderate
potential exists that prehistoric sites arepresent.

ND evi dence exists for historic useof the district prior to its
residential devel opment during the late 19th and early 20th century. The
entire locale onthe west side of Main Street was reported undevel oped until
the md 19th century. Structural remains of outhuildings (barns, carriage
houses) andtrash deposits nay be present associated with residences inthe
district. I n general, however, thepotential for significanthistoric
archaeol ogical remains is | ow.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

- rn nationally [HI statewide [X] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria  [XIA | 1B HTIC | 1ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) | |[A | IB | Ic | ID | |E | [F 1 1G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

Architecture ca. 1860 - ca. 1920

Community pianmng ]

Devel opnent

Cultural Affiliation
NZA_

Significant Person Architect/Builder

Farrier, Amasa

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Nobility Hill Historic District, Stoneham Massachusetts possesses
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association. [t i ssignificant as thetown's nost cohesive illustration of
residential devel opment fromthe md-19th through theearly 20th centuries.
Its resources include a full range of well-designed suburban dwellings, nost
of which date fromthis period of significance. Several are outstanding
exanpl es of their style and have been so recogni zed by individual National
Register listing within the StonehamMiltiple Resource Area. Better than any
other area in town. Nobility Hill illustrates the scope and range of
Soneham's suburban devel opment. |t nmeets criteria A and C of t he National
Regi ster of Historic Places on thelocal Ievel.

The formation of theNobility Hill Historic District spans thetwo nost

I mportant periods of Stonehamis historical devel opnent: Industrial Prosperity
(1840-1880) and Suburban Community (1880-1930). The first i scharacterized by
the large estates of industrial magnates who were amassing fortunes i n the
manuf act ure of shoes. The second i scharacterized by the nore nodest suburban
resi dences of t heprofessional/small business class, which arose in response
to thetow's newfound prosperity. As i strue i n thetow as a whole,
features of t hesuburban period have al nost totally obliterated those of the
industrial period.

Devel opnent of Nobility Hill began i n 1858 with construction of the John Hill
Estate, which remains i nseverely altered condition just south of the proposed
district. At that tinme thehilly terrain west of Min Street was largely
undevel oped, i ncontrast to the east side where nuch of today's street system
was i nplace and wel | built-up with workers' housing. The area offered
several attractions to Sonehams newy forned wealthy class: proximty to
Central Square and its workpl aces, conbined with panoram c views, and
sufficient space to develop estates with outbuildings and | andscaped gr ounds.

nn See continuation sheet
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See continuation sheet

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

n preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested 1X1 State historic preservation office
previously listed in the National Register I 1 Other State agency

I 1 previously determined eligible by the National Register I | Federal agency

I ldesignated a National Historic Landmark I 1 Local government

|

I Irecorded by Historic American Buildings I University
Survey # other
I Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # Massachusetts Historical ronmissinn
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 7.69 acres
UTM References
ALual I317ifilgininl 1di7ini*~li 10in B LLU 131?i71 li~riol 141714 41 88 A
Zone  Eastin Northing Zone  Easting Northing
cLLiiJ 13]2,7]0,3,0] 14i7]10,4|8,5,0] DLLU 1312i618i0i0l 14i710i 418i 7i Ol

| | See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description _
P ease refer totheattached Town of S onehamAssessor's Mp, The boundaries fol | ow

lot lines asindicated onthat nap. Lots arespecified by parcel nunber on the attached
District Data Sheets as well.

| | See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

In general, theboundaries have been drawn t o enconpass t he concentration of dwellings
dating fromt he period of significance cl860-cl 920. Specifically, a nodern church has
been excluded at the corner of Chestnut and Mipl e streets (lot #145) and a heavily altered
md-19th century dwel ling has been excluded at the corner of Chestnut and HersamStreets
(lot #140). H sewhere, on the south side of Myple Street, thenorth side of Poplar Street,
and the west end of Cedar Street, boundaries ex- < See catindion shedt el ude houses of
nore recent orijgin frgt frnmthp | QR

11. Form Prepared By Director. MaSSachuSPtt<; Hi<;tr>riral rnmniiccinn
namefite Candace Jenkins. Presprvatir*n Consultant, with Betsy FripHhPrj Jfational Register
organizaton Massachusetts Historical Commission date  November [989

street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone 617-727-8470

city or town Boston state Mass. zip code 02116
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John Hi Il was the town's wealthiest citizen. H also owed the town's |argest
factory, which was |ocated on Main Street a few blocks east of the district.
His estate reflected the ideals of his class. |t occupied the entire block

now bounded by Maple, Chestnut, Hancock, and Park Streets, and was
characterized by winding, tree-lined drives, specinmen trees and |ow nassed
border plantings, al | set off by stone walls and trees around the perimeter.
The house itself was a magnificent 2 1/2-story, clapboard-clad structure
displaying an offset Italianate-style tower and very early mansard roof
enclosing the main mass. |t was acconpanied by a carriage house with mansard
roof and cupola as well as several other outbuildings. Sadly, the estate was
subdivided in the 20th century and the house has been radically altered for
mul ti-family use.

H H Mwhinney, another shoe manufacturer, constructed an estate of simlar
scale and pretention in 1868; i twas valued at the enornous sum of $12,000.
Charles H Brown, vice-president of the Tidd Tannery and son-in-law of WIliam
Tidd, noved there in the 1880s from a nmore nmodest dwelling just north of
Central Square (see Central Square Historic District). Located on the
northeast corner of Chestnut and Maple Streets, this Second Empire-style
estate was derolished in the md-20th century, and is now the site of the
Seventh Day Adventist Church.

At about the time that Mawhinney was buildinghis estate, the future direction
of the area was being established by Amrasa Farrier, the town surveyor. Like
many rural surveyors of the period. Farrier was conversant with contenporary
fashions in |landscape design. His know edge probably came through the
publications of English horticulturist John Claudius Loudon and Anerican

| andscape gardener Andrew Jackson Downing. Farrier i s known to have designed
the Wlliam Street Cenetery of 1844 (NR 1984), Lindenwood Cenetery of 1861,
and WIldwood Cenetery of 1852 i n neighboring Wnchester (NR 1984), as well as
several subdivisions and private estates. H lived just north of Central
Square (see Central Square Historic District).

The Gerry nap of 1858 indicates that Farrier owned a house on the northwest
corner of Maple and Chestnut Streets. By 1875, that house was apparently
gone. Cedar Avenue and Poplar Street were in place, and Farrier had subdivided
the land flanking Poplar Street and the north side of Maple Street into tiny
house lots. Farrier's scheme did not prosper, probably because the lots were
too small, but i tdid signal a shift in character from |large estates to nore
nodest suburban dwellings.

Al'though Farrier'slots remained vacant, a nunber of other suburban houses had
been erected on Cedar Avenue and Chestnut Street by that time. Sone of the
earliest houses of this type in the district are the three adjacent dwellings
at 9, 11, and 13 Cedar Avenue (#s 79, 78, and 77). Al | date from ca. 1870,

(continued)
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and are sinply detailed 2 1/2-story wood-frame structures that face gable end
to the street. Their owners were typical of area residents at the time.
Perez C Jones was a shoe pegger, Jacob Kidder was a cabinetmaker, and Seth
Allen was a foreman at R W Enerson & (. The house of WilliamD Rice, a
carpenter, stands across the street at 12 Cedar Avenue (#87).

Two other dwellings, both 1 /2 story Mansard cottages, date from this early
period inthe district's devel opment as well. These are thewell-detailed
Lorenzo D Hawkins House (#112) at the corner of Maple Street and Cedar
Avenue, and the J. C Paige House (#144) on Maple Street. Hawkins was a
smal | -scale manufacturer of machinery and shoes, with offices at 96 High
Street in Boston, making him the area's first comuter. His housei s,
interestingly, a scaled-down version of the Hill and Mawhinney estates with a
large | ot and acconpanying carriage house. The simplicity of the Paige House
reflected his less elevated standing as an inventor noted for the design of a
steam boiler.

The last of the grand estate-type houses was erected ca. 1830 by C W Tidd, a
nenber of the Tidd Tannery family and president of the Stoneham National

Bank. No longer extant, this house and carriage house occupied nuch of the
area between Cedar Avenue and Poplar Street. The | ot was subdivided in the

m d-20th centuiry and i s now occupied by several ranch houses. The two on
Cedar Avenue are incongruously fronted by the granite retaining wall and
gateposts of the former estate.

The nunber of houses in the district rose sharply in the last decades of the
19th century as well-detailedexanples of the Queen Anne, Shingle, Stick, and
Col oni al Revival styles were erected by professionals and proprietorsof small
businesses. Sidney Hill, partner in the shoe manufacturing concern of Sidney
& Hill, built a Queen Anne house at 31 Chestnut Street (ca. 1887, #109); while
Franklin Jenkins, a partner in another shoe firm known as Vinton & Jenkins,
built a Shingle Style house next door at 37 Chestnut Street (ca. 1895 #107).
Charles Drew, vice-president of the Stoneham National Bank, built a Queen Anne
house at 31 Maple Street (#106); while his cashier Charles Bailey purchased
the nearby residence at 35 Maple Street (#194). Both of these nmen worked for
their neighbor, C W Tidd.

During this period, existing houses were often sold to nmore prosperous owners,
or the original owners inproved their circunmstances. For exanple, the Paige
House was sold to Richard Bamstead, editor and proprietor of the Stoneham
News; W lliamRice progressed from carpenter to builder; and Perez Jones rose
to be president of the American Co-operative Boot & Shoe .

Not ably, several new residents joined L. D Hawkins in the commte to
enpl ojnnent i n Boston. Henry Smith, an insurance and real estate agent with

(continued)
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offices on State Street, built the Colonial Revival house at 26 Chestnut
Street (#141) ca. 1895. The ol der Queen Anne house next door at 28 Chestnut
Street (#142), was purchased by J. Edwin Hill, a Boston-based shoe dealer.
Oliver Richardson, a Congress Street accountant, purchased the house at 43
Mapl e Street (#100); while James P Fairchild, a traveling salesman based in
Boston, nmoved i n next door at 41 Maple Street (#101). Benjamn Hinds, a
submaster at Boston's Eliot School, built the fine Shingle Style house at 29
Cedar Avenue (#69) ca. 1890.

Roundi ng out Stoneham s residential devel opment during the Suburban Period,
several nore houses were added to the district in the first decades of the
twentieth century. These are sinple but well-detailedexanples of the
Craftsman, Colonial Revival, and Dutch Colonial styles. Oanership remined
solidly mddle class. As late as 1906, the Hill estate remmined intact under
the ownership of Dr. Arthur Cowdrey, who maintained offices there and in
Central Square (see Central Square Historic District).

Residential devel opment throughout the town during the 1880s and 1890s spurred
public investment and inprovenents. These included a public water systemin
1882, electric streetlights in 1890, and the first telephone exchange in

1905.  Transportation was inproved with the paving of numerous public streets
and sidewal ks, and by the Introductionof streetcar service in the 1890s. The
St oneham Town | nprovement Association was formed in 1897. Additionally,
several mmjor architect-designed public buildings were constructed in the
early years of the 20th century. These included the Wlliam Street High
School of 1901, the Stoneham Public Library of 1903 (NR 1984) and the Central
Street Fire Station of 1916 (NR 1984).

As noted in the overview for the Stoneham Mul tiple Resource Area, the strong
residential growth anticipatedin the late 19th century never materialized,
for nunmerous reasons.

Thus St oneham does not have the |arge, fashionable, tumof-the-century

encl aves that characterize neighboring Melrose Highlands and W nchester.

Al though Stonehamis Nobility Hill lacks the inpressive size of such

nei ghbor hoods i n other Boston-area communities, i tis locally unusual as a
cohesive grouping of suburban residences that display a remarkable diversity
and quality of design.

(end)
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Lorenzo D Hawkins House, 1 Cedar Avenue, 1984;

C N Wdod House, 30 Chestnut Street, 1984;

Sidney A Hill House, 31 Chestnut Street, 1984,

Newt on Lanson House, 33 Chestnut Street, 1984;
Franklin B Jenkins House, 37 Chestnut Street, 1984.



Nobility Hill Historic District
S oneham Massachusetts
District Data Sheet

(Vs ACREACE ADDRESS H STCORI C NAME DATE

118-112 20, 160 1 Cedar Ave. Lorenzo D Hawkins cl 870
118-84 16, 224 2 Cedar Ave. n/a/\Vall/Gate cl 950s
118-83 7,489 3 Cedar Ave. Harry Hill C1885
118-85 18, 272 4 Cedar Ave. n/ a cl 950s
118-82 5,010 5 Cedar Ave. D G | nore/garage cl 878
118-81 12, 000 7 Cedar Ave. L. D Hawkins/garage cl 880s
118- 86 13, 167 8 Cedar Ave. Richard Wall/garage cl 878
118-79 10, 890 O Cedar Ave. Seth D Allen/garage C1870
118-78 10, 890 11 Cedare Ave. Jacob Kidder/garage cl 870
118- 87 18,018 12 Cedar Ave. Wlliam D Rice cl 870

118-77 10, 890 13 Cedare Ave. Perez C Jones/garage cl 870

118-69 9, 280 29 Cedar Ave. Benjamn S Hinds C1890
118- 68 8, 752 31 Cedare Ave. unknown Cl1920
118-98 6, 560 32 Cedar Ave. unknown cl 920

118- 67 13, 552 33 Cedare Ave. S K Harrision C1890
118-141 7,915 26 Chestnut St . Henry Smith C1895
118-111 8, 550 27 Chestnut St. n/ a cl 950s

STYLE
Mansard cottage
Ranch

Queen Anne
Ranch
[talianate
Stick Style
[talianate
[talianate
[talianate
[talianate
[talianate

Shingle Style

Col oni al Revival/alt.

Col oni al Revival
Queen Anne
Col oni al Revival

Ranch

I Nv#
330
n/a
331
n/a
n/ a
332
n/ a
n/a
n/ a
333
n/a
334
n/a
n/a
n/a
323

n/ a

NR O NC
N C
NJQC

dnc
dnc
dnc
dnc
dnc

dnc

g O 0 0 74



MNP

118- 142

118- 110

118- 143

118- 109

118- 108

118-144

118-97

118- 107

118- 106

118- 105

118-104

118- 103

118- 102

118-101

118- 100

118-99

Tot al

ACREACE ADDRESS

7,915
7, 000
13, 197
7, 260
7, 260
10, 890
9,691
5, 500
4,932
4, 337
7,728
10, 070
8, 368
13, 642
11, 887

7,872

33 Contributing Buildings
17 Noncontributing Buildings
1 Contributing Structure

28

29

30

31

33

34

35

37

31

33

35

37

39

41

43

45

Chest nut
Chest nut
Chest nut
Chest nut
Chest nut
Chest nut
Chest nut
Chest nut

Mapl e St .

St .

St .

St.

St .

St.

St .

St.

St .

Mapl e St .

Mapl e St .

Mapl e St .

Mapl e St .

Mapl e St .
Mapl e St .

Mapl e St .

1 Contributing Object

Nobility Hill

Historic District,

conti nued

St oneham Massachusetts

H STAO RC NAME

McKel | up

n/ a

C N Wod

Sidney A Hill/garage
Newt on Lamson/ gar age
John C Paige/garage
Anasa Farrier/garage
Franklin B. Jenkins
Charles A Drew

Charles H Wal ker/garage
Janmes B. Hawki ns

Charles A Llbby

Henry C Carbee

Janes P. Fairchild/garage
F. K Sweetser

unknown

DATE

cl 885

cl 950s

C1878

C1887

C1887

cl 870

cl 860s

C1895

cl 890s

cl 890s

C1885

cl 883

cl 890s

cl 885

cl 882

Cl915

STYLE

Queen Anne
Ranch
Italianate
Queen Anne
Queen Anne
Mansard cottage
Italianate
Shingle Style
Queen Anne
Queen Anne
Queen Anne
Queen Anne
Queen Anne
Queen Anne
Queen Anne

Dutch Colonia

I NV# NR O NC

n/ a
n/ a
322
327
328
321
n/a
329
n/a
n/ a
n/ a
367
n/ a
366
365

n/ a

NRC
NR d nc
NR d nc
dnc
dnc

NRC

dnc
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SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NRI'S Reference Nunmber: 89002328 Date Listed: 02/09/90
Nobility Hill Historic District M ddl esex NA
Property Nane County State

St oneham MRA
Mul ti pl e Ncune

This property i slisted i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places i n accordance with theattached nom nation documentation
subject tothefollowi ng exceptions, exclusions, or anendnents,
notwi thstanding the National Park Service certification included
in thenomnation docunmentation.

si.gnat\J"jsAof t he Keeper Date of Action

Anended [tems i n Nonm nation:

Section 2: Location

The appropriate county i sM ddlesex (017), not Suffolk (025) as
was indicated.

Section 3; Classification—Category of Property
The property i sclassified appropriately as a district, not as
buildings, district, structure, andobject, as was indicated.

This information was confirmed with AnnTait, MSHQ by
telephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (w thout nom nation attachment)



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT - THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER CF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PROPERTY  Nobility Hill Historic District
NAME

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & GONTY: NMASSACHUSETTS, Suffolk

DATE RECEI VED: 12/ 2 6/ 89 DATE G- PENDI NG LI ST:
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 1/ 25/ 90 DATE CF 45TH DAY:
DATE G- WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 89002328

NCM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FCR REVI EW

1/ 09/ 90
2/ 09/ 90

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HER N PDIL: N PER OD N PROGRAMUINAPPROVEDT N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: Y NATI ONAL: N

COWENS: WAl VER N
| >ACEPT RETURN REJECT [ 9 3 "DATE
ABSTRACT/ SUMARY COMMENTS:

YVA3yalu& </ ---nMaN MNPV yyan

REaM. [/ cRn; M1 A OMcMzr AINL
REVI EWER

DI SCI PLI NE_

DATE Ca- -~

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached coments YN seeattached SLR



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type

STATE/ FEDERAL AENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI ON
historic current
DESCRI PTI ON
architectural classification
materials

descriptive text

S| GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck and justify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statenment of Significance (in one paragraph)

sunmary paragr aph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI OGRAPHY
ECRAPH CAL DATA
acreage verbal boundary description
U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANY! NG DOOUMENTATI QY PRESENTATI CN
sketch maps USGS naps phot ogr aphs presentation
OHER COMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomnation nay be directed to
Phone

Si gned Dat e

















































































DEC26 199

Decenber 8, 1989

Carol Shul |

National Register of Historic Places
Departrent of thelnterior

National Park Service

PO Box 37127

Washi ngt on, BC 20013- 7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find thefollowi ng nom nation:

Nobility Hill Historic District, Cedar, Chestnut and Maple Streets, Stoneham
(Suffol k County), Massachusetts 02180

There has been no owner objections for the above nentioned property.

The nom nation has been voted eligible by theState Review Board and has been
signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer. Oaners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before thenmeeting and
were afforded t heopportunity t ocomment. Qonments received t odate are
attached tothenomnation form

"“nne E Tait
Acting National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Encl osure:

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Vaerie A. TAmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michadl J. Connolly, Secretary



