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The Wnchester Savings Barik i s a free standing ananesgue_ Revival structure of irregular
plan located: at the comer of Munt Vernon Street and Wnchester Pl ace. Situated

in the central business district of Viinchester, it i sclosely surrounded by comercial
and civic structures. Theone story red brick building stands on a foundation of
rough faced sandstone bl ocks and i strinmed with sandstone as well. Themulti-gabled
roof i scoveredwth slate and ispierced at its southemendby atall panel ed and
corbel ed chirmey. Sash, unl ess otherwi senoted, i s 1/1 and has been repl aced.

The facade of the bank faces south on Treunt Venon Street andi s set of f fromthat
street by a low sandstone wall. It isfocused ona crossed gable at its eastem
end and around one story tower at its westemend. The entrance, locatedin

the gable section, isrecessed within abarrel vault vhich i s supported by a series
of three short, paired colums on each side. Approached by a flight of five granite
steps, the original door has been replaced by a plate gl ass version. Thewords
"Wnchester Savings Bank" appear onthe broad face of the entrance archwhich is ..,
further enphasi zed by a heavily nol ded archivolt. Next totheentranceisa tri-
partite w ndow consisting of a standard size central section with narrower flanking
lights. These are surnounted by a sandstone transom and fixed |ights vAiich carry

a heavy sandstone |intel andadentilled comce. Anpalladian w ndoww th heavy
sandstone trimislocated i nthe gable.

The tower, which i s constructed coirpletely of sandstone, containsthree round arched
w ndows whi ch are |inked by a continuous transom voisseurs andarchivolts. I ts
conical roof is sup?orted y bracket s whi ch project above a decorative egg and dart
mol ding and a rowof dentils. Thetower i s separated fromthe gable section by a
narrow bay containing a single w ndoww th a sandstone lintel anddentilled com ce.

The west el evation has two projecting hiproofed pavillions (added i n 1964-5) each
with aseries of round arched w ndows with single pane sash set i nrecessed panels.
An original round arched w ndowwi th a heavy archivolt andw de voi sseurs |ights

the section between the pavillions andthe tower. Therear elevation islit by
three unarticul ated rectangul ar w ndows. The east elevation i sblank with the ex-
ception of adoor at its southem end. e -

Alterations were nade t o the building i n 1936 and 1964-65. 1n 1936 anell| was
added to the rear elevation t o house newvaults. 1n 1964-5 onestory pavillions
were added t o the east and west elevations andthe interior renodeled. The addi-
tions have been synpat hetic and have not substantially disturbed the original
character of the building. : .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wnchester Savings Bank retains integrity of location, setting, design,
material s, worknanshi Eb feeling and association, andi s an excellent exanpl e
of theRi chardsoni an Fonanesque style adapted toa small scal e structure.

It becane thefirst bank i nWnchester vdien it was established i n1871 to
neet theneeds of a grow n%opopul ation of factory workers and suburbanites
conmmuting t o Boston on t he Boston, Lowel | and Nashua Railway. The present
bui | ding, constructed i n1892, was also thefirst structure i nWnchester

to be used only for banking purposes. v

The bank was conceived i n 1870 by a group of prom nent busi nessnen incl uding
David Skillings, Stephen Cutter, Janes Dainnel, AKP Joy, Henry Cutter

and John Mbb. The Wnchester Record reported i n 1885that "previousto 1870
a gentleman of thetown upon solicitation, acconodated parties by receiving
such suns as were offered him andholding for thebenefit of the ower, until
their want required theretum This noney, but for him mght have been
squandered and | ost, sinply because t he depositors hadnot thecapacityto
invest andcare forit thenselves." 1n1870this gentlenan foned t he bank
and presented a petition tothelegislature foracharter. Thiswas re-
ceived i n1871 and t he bank was opened i na roomrented i na house bel ongi ng
to Stephen Cutter, one of thefirst vice-presidents.

E?/ 1880 t he bank had outgrown its \%Jarters and rented space i nthenewy com
E eted Brown and Stanton Bl ock i nWnchester Center, i>hich still stands and
houses a variety of comercial enterprises. By 1890 t he bank had out gr own
its facilities agai n, and purchased a piece of land onthe coner of Munt
Venon Street and Wnchester Place fromMary Ann and Andrew Shephard v3io
owned a residence onthesite.

The architects of the present building were nenbers of t heBlaikie famly \Aio
had cone fromNova Scotia i nthe 1850's tosettle i nSonerville. By 1890,

two of the brothers. Dexter Pratt and Edw n K Bl ai ki e had noved t o Wnchest er
viiere Dexter becane a successful house builder. Edwin K andathird brother,
WIlliamE Blaikie, who were architects with anoffice i nBoston, were re-
sponsi bl e for thedesign of theWnchester Savings Bank. They were |isted

as partners i ntheBoston directories until 1902 after which Edw nwas |isted
alone until 1914. A though their office was i nBoston, theBlaikies apparently
did nost of their work i nthesurburbs, with only one Back Bay apart nent
building definitely attributed tothem
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