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St. Agnes Catholic Church is a good example of the Italianate style rendered in 
brick. The building is characterized by its imposing bracketed corner tower, 
cruciform plan and round arched windows.

The south facade is broken by a gabled portico surmounted by a large circular 
stained glass window, and a round arched stained glass window. The west corner 
tower dominates the building and terminates with a bracketed hipped roof with 
abbreviated gables.

Each side contains 4 obscure amber round arched windows, with a larger window 
in the gabled transept.

The interior has been renovated, but its original character remains.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. Agnes Catholic Church Is architecturally significant as a good example of
the brick Italianate style. With its simple but tight design, attention to detail,
and imposing tower it is a local landmark.

Tourtellotte and Hummel, the foremost architectural firm in Idaho, designed this 
building. They executed most of the Roman Catholic churches in southern Idaho 
for a generation, including St. John's cathedral in Boise.
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St. Agnes Catholic Church is architecturally significant as one of 
the more pretentious examples of the western colonial revival style 
applied to an ecclesiastical structure in Idaho. A western combination 
of the renaissance and bungalow traditions, this structure features 
beautiful round arched stained glass windows, a classical feature, 
and overhanging eaves with exposed rafters, and figure four brackets, 
a bungalow characteristic. The windows are some of the best in Weiser, 
a, town with an inordinate amount of lovely windows, and the bell tower 
ts most imposing, rising from the squat cruciform plan. The spacious 
interior with its open beamed ceiling further perpetuates the bungalow 
renaissance mix.

The building stands as a pretentious and substantial example of the 
tensions of the period 1900-1915. The populist bungalow details were 
imposed on the more academic, east coast inspired renaissance form 
to create a substantial, yet sample statement of man's aspirations 
both on this world and in the hoped for heavenly future.


