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National Register Criteria Statenment
The Spring Hill Historic District retains integrity of |ocation,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, andassociation.
Somerville's largest andnost intact pre-Civil Vér residential
district, theneighborhood was a planned subdivision whose success
was tied directly totheintroduction of public transportationto
Somerviiie 1 n1841. The devel opnent was financed by real estate
specul ator George Brastow and desi gned by wel | -known | andscape
architect Alexander Wadsworth. Thedistrict's nmost intensive period
of devel opnent (ca. 1843-1870) was overlaid with subsequent growh
as three-deckers were built asinfill during thecity's |ast phase
of residential developnent (ca. 1885-1910). The Spring Hill
Historic District thus fulfills criteria A and Cof t he National
Regi ster of Historic Places onthelocal |evel.

Staple to Inventory form at bottcm
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The Spring Hill Historic District, containing 69 properties, i sof
architectural significance for itswell-conserved exanpl es of
Somerville's md-nineteenth century residential styles. Mst of
the district's buildingswere erected between 1845 and 1870. The
area's original street plan, agrid on a slopinghill organized
around Harvard Street isalso intact. Views to Canbridge at the
south - primarily of Harvard Yard - are uninterrupted, and t he
original space of t heneighborhood i s imgineable, if not
conpletely intact.

The earliest buildingserected i ntheHistoric District shortly
after thearea's initial subdivision were 8 double G eek

Revival -styl e houses of which seven survive intact (46-48, 56-60,
and 65-57 Atherton, 1-3 and 9-11 Harvard, and 23-25 and 31-33
Monnout h). Al | these houses were built ca. 1845-1848. The
Frost-Swan House. 46-48 Atherton. i stheleast altered of the
group, andretains itsoriginal w ndows, Doric-columed full wdth
porch, and octagonal cupola centered on it sgable ridge.

The 3-story Round House, 36 Atherton Street, isthearchitectural
curiosi t% of t he nei ghborhood. Built i n1856 by |local inventor and
| ocksm t Enoch Robinson, thehouse has a central hall it by a

gl ass-topped done and surrounded by circular and oval roons. The
building 1's 40 feet i ndianeter; itsthird story i srecessed behind
a broken parapet, once trinmed with a cast-iron nail. The ornate
w ndow hoods and a bracketed entry portico supported by doric
colums al | survive.

By ca. 1860, Spring Hill's elevation and views were providing
insPiration for theconstructionof villas and rustic cottages; the
influence of |andscape architect AndrewJackson Downi ng can be seen
in thenow altered Italian Villa at 9 Mnnouth Street and 3 Gothic
Revival cottages on Spring Street. The

H P. OGsgood House. 15 Spring Street, (ca. 1854) retains it s cusped
bargeboard. @ The influence of theGothic Revival remains aswell in
the building' s steeply pitched cross-gable roof andtall, narrow

W ndow openi ngs. *

The John VW@od House. 47 Spring Street (ca. 1860), probably built on
specul ation by Enoch Robinson, i s one of Somerville's
best-preserved exanple of a high-style side-hall-plan Italianate
house. The 2 1/2-story house I s sited with itsgable endto the
street. An octagonal cupola on theridge and |oggia alongthe
southern elevation once afforded views of Canbridge. Oher notable

continued

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



| NVENTCRY FCORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Cananunity: Fonn Na

MSSAHEETTS H STAR CAL AOMMSS AN
Office of the Secretary, Boston Somerviiie, MA
Property Name
Sorig Hill Hist. Dist.

I ndi cate each item on inventory form which i s being continued bel ow
features include double entrance doors with gl ass panes, and
several polygonal bays and round-headed wi ndows. VWwoden :
ornamentation survives throughout: cornice brackets, decorative
mol di ng, and recessed door panelling.

In thelate-19th century, thelast group of single-fam |y buildings
were constructed within thedistrict. Exanples of the then-popular
Shingl e and Queen Anne styles, they include t he Edward Crane House.
152 Sunmer Street (1895), theonly residence i nthedistrict known
to be thework of a recognized architect. Designed by George A
Loring, of theBopuI ar Boston firm of Loring and Phipps, the Crane
House features both Queen Anne and Shingle Style details. Loring,
a Somerviiie resident, was t he designer of approximtely 100
residences i nSomerviiie, fewof which survive. Key features of
the Crane House include thecross-gable design, conical corner
turret containing an open first-floor entrance porch, and panelled,
threaded chimey on t he facade.

The Christopher Rvmes House. 49 Spring Street, built ca. 1890, nay
also be thework of Loring. It is nost notable for the sunburst
motif adorning its dormer gables.

The Spring Hill Historic District includes those properties which
are wel| preserved exanples of Somerville's md-nineteenth centur%/
residential trends. The District i s an exanple of thepatterns o
subdivision that occured over time i nSomerviiie. As the

popul ation grew, |arger estates acconodated t heconstruction'of two
and three unit housing within their boundaries, thereby decreasing
open spaces of t he area.

The Spring Hill Historic District is bounded tothenorthernnost
corner by theintersection of Sunmer Street and Spring Street. |t
includes t hebuildings along Spring Street tothewest, running
until theintersection of Atherton Place and Spring Street at its
sout hwesterly corner. Phillips Place, at theintersection of
Atherton Place and Spring Street has one property inclusion,
nunber 63. The boundary continues at it s southnost along Atherton
Place, includes t he grammar school and crosses Cleveland Placeto
Harvard Street at t henortheast, where t heboundary runs northerly
until it intersects Mnonouth Place, excludes nunber 10 Mnonout h
Place 89 it runs easterly to Central Street, where it runs northto
Sunmer Street.

continued

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Hi storical Significance

The Spring Hill Historic District is Somerville's |argest and nost
intact early-19th century residential district. |t earliest
suburban phase (ca. 1843-1870?], related to horsecar and passenger
rail service, isoverlaidwth subsec[uent devel opment from the
streetcar era.

At one hundred and thirty-seven feet above sea level. Spring Hill
reportedly derives itsname froma spring which was |ocated along
the glacial drumin or hill which runs between Lowel|l and Cedar
Streets inthe vicinity of Surmer Street. As part of the 17th
century Stinted Gomrmon, the area provided excellent farmsites for
Charl estown residents in the 18th and early-19th centuries.
Farm ng, particularly the raising of dairy cattle and hay, was
carried on until the Civil \r. ~Market gardening, including the
raising of fruit, could be found on Spring Hill until about 1890.

In the 1840s, however, with the arrival of passenger rail service,
via a station at "fee foot of the hill, the southern slope becane an
increasingly desirable site for the construction of Boston and
Char | est own busin6ss| Q"'s hones.

e of the first Somerviiie residents to see the residential
potential of this areas was George Q Brastow. Brastow, a State
Senator and eventually the first Mayor of Somerviiie (1872-73). He
was |isted inthe 1851 Somerviiie Directory as a "dealer in real
estate," the only person then listed with such atitle. Bornin
Went ham Massachusetts, he cane to Somerviiie in 1838, while it was
still a portion of Charlestown. H settled on a [arge t?"act of
SptLng Hill and built a spacious, porticoed Geek Revival house near
the intersectionof Sinmmer and Central Streets. |In 1843, he hired
surveyor Al exander Wadsworth of Boston to plot a section of the
hill, including present-day Harvard Street and several short courts,
now tforresponding to Monnouth Street, Harvard Place, Elm Place,

Atherton and Beech Streets. The land had fornmerly been part of the
Kent Estate and was used as grazing land. Wadsworth's past work
included M. Auburn Cenetery, Canbridge, the nation's first
picturesque garden cemetery (1832) and several curvilinear suburban
tracts in Newon and Watertown. O Spring Hill, Wadsworth chose a
gridlike plan. A small slate outcroEpiRP was quarried at the
sout hwest corner. The building of the Mddl esex Bleachery and Dye
Wrks was situated at the foot of the subdivision on Somerviiie
Avenue. Nearby, train and horsecar service connected w th Boston.
continued

Staple to Inventory form at bottcm
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Wadsworth's rectilinear plan provided seventy-two excellent building
sites, averaging 50 X 100 feet, with views of Harvard College and
Canbridge t ot hesouth, and therapidly devel opi n% industrial and
comrercial corridor along Somerville's Canbridge border. By 1850,
there was a collection of fine double Geek Revival houses 1 n the

Spring Hill subdivision. Each of theoriginal eight houses hada
seven-col umed Doric portico, with a central cupola atopthe
ridgepol e.

Directories reveal that thefirst residents of t heBrastow

subdi vision were businessmen, produce deal ers,_l_;})]rovi sion suppliers,
and local manufacturers were also residents. e subdi vision
attracted thebuilders of other architecturally interestinghouses,
i ncluding inventor Enoch Robinson. Robinson's 1856 Round House as
the corner of Atherton and Beech Streets, which becane aninstant
object of curiosity i nSomerviiie and throughout t he Boston area.

In [ater years, thearea continued toattract business people, as
wel | as professionals and artisans. Mst were enployed outside
Somerviite. Wth theflight of many of Somerville's elite at the
turn of thecentury, a pattern observable throughout theeastern
Port|on of thecity. Spring Hill experienced thesubdivision of the
argest estates andt heconstruction of three-deckers and apartnent
bui 'dings. This produced thedensity which exists today.

The Brastow subdivision was also t hesite of what i s nowt he Spring
Hill School, constructed shortly after Somerviiie was set off from
Charlestown i n1842. The school site also acconunodatedt he
nowrazed First Baptist Church (1852) and eventually, t he

Renai ssance Revival-styleMrtin S. Carr School (1898) wtiichhas
recently been rehabilitatedfor use as apartnments. The three-story
brick andgranite Carr School was thefirst H-plan school i n
Soner-ville. Itsnodern plan allowed naximvimlight and air intoits
fourteen classroonms. Wien it opened, t heschool was one of 24 i n
the city and accommodated 700 pupils. As Somerville's school

popul ation rose from 40,152 i n 1890t o0 61,643 i n 1900, t he school
was already overcrowded as noted i na school report of 1901.

4 ~tMaplero Inveivtory form at bottCm



SOMERVI LLE MRA -

DATA SHEETS

SPRI NG HILL HI STORI C DI STRI CT

MAP# ML # HI STORI C NAME

SH 1 55 Martin WCarr Schoo

SH 2 56 Enoch Robinson Ho.

SH- 3 57 Wil li am Robinson Ho.

SH 4 58

SU- 6

SH 7

SH 5

SH 8

SH 9

SH 10 6| WL. Edgerton House
garage

SH- 11

SH-40

SH-39

SH-38

SH-57

SH-53

SH-54

ADDRESS

35 Atherton St.
36 Atherton St.

40 Atherton St.

46-48 Atherton

47 Atherton St.

53 Atherton St.

54 At herton St.

55-57 Atherton

58-60 Atherton

61 Atherton St.

65-67 Atherton

34 Central St.
36 Central St.
40 Central St.
22-24 Elm.Place
23RimPL ace

25 Elm Place

St .

St .

St .

St .

DATE
1898
185 6

ca.l 860
ca.l 850
ca. 1880
ca.l 850
ca. 1880
ca. 1900
ca.l 850
ca. 1860
ca . 1940
ca. 1870
ca. 1895
ca. |l 885
ca. 1910
ca.l910
ca.l880
ca.1890

(page 1)

STYLE

Renai ssance Reviv.

[tallanate/ Round

Second Enpi re

G eek. Revival
Colonial Revival
Greek Revival
Italianate
Colonial Revival
Greek Revival

Greek Revival/
[taiianate

moder n

[taiianate/altered

Col onial Revival

Queen Anne/altered

Dutch Col oni al
Coloni al Revival
[talianate

Queen Anne

TYPE

W W @

W T W W @

>0 o o o o 0 0 0 0

C 6 6

O 6



MAPI

SH- 45

SH- 46

SH 48

SH- 47

SH- 61

SH- 60

SH-59

SH- 52

SH- 51

SH- 50

SH- 49

SH- 66

SH- 67

SH- 65

SH- 68

SH 41

SH- 42

MIC #

51

52

HI STORI C NAME

garage

SOMVERVI LLE MRA

SPRI NG HILL HI STORIC DI STRI CT

1-3 Harvard

9-11 Harvard

10

14

- DATA SHEETS

ADDRESS

Harvard

Har var d

Pl ace

Pl ace

Pl ace

7-9 Harvard St.

11

12

16

18

20

22

35

37

38

40

3 Monnout h

9 Monnout h

Harvard

Harvard
Il

Harvard
Harvard
Harvard
Harvard
Harvard
Harvard
Harvard

Harvard

St .

St .

St .
St .
St .
St. /
St .,
St. '
St .
St .
St .

St .

Pl ace

DATE
ca 850
ca 850
ca 870
ca 870
ca 910
ca 920
ca 860
ca 930
ca 920
ca 920
ca 950
ca. 1950
ca 890
ca 880
ca, 910
ca, 885
ca. 895
ca. 870

(page 2)

STYLE

Greek. Revival
Creek Revival
Mansard/si ded
Mansard "

Three-Decker

Col oni al

Greek Revival/ltai
mode”

Col. Rev./altered
Col. Rev./altered
Cape -y

Cape 7,

[tal./Col.Rev.

[talianate

Dutch Col . Rev.

Queen Anne
Queen Aaae

l[taliaaate

Revi val

T W w W W W

STATI

e 20088888 ° ° %



(Page 3)

SOMERVI LLE MRA - DATA SHEETS
SPRI NG HILL HI STORIC DI STRI CT

MAPI vHC HI STORI C NAME ADDRESS DATE STYLE TYPE STATUS
SH- 64 10 Monnout h St . ca. 1875 Queen Anne/Col.Rev. B
SH 43 54 23-25 Monnouth St ca 850 Greek Revival B C
garage ca 930 Colonial Revival B -
SH 44 53 31-33 Monmout h St ca 850 Creek Revival B c
SH 64 7 Mardell Circle ca 880 ltalianate * B c
SH- 63 4 Phillips Place ca 900 Colonial Revival B c
SH 62 60 15 Spring St. ca 845 Gothic Revival B
garage ca 930 Art Deco/vernac. B C
SH-12 18-20 Spring St . ca 885 Queen Anne B NC
SH-13 22-24 Spring St. ca 875 QueenAnne B C
SH-14 28 Spring St. ca 960 Colonial Revival B C
SH-15 32 Spring St. ca 950 Ranch B NC
SH-17 31-33 Spring St. ca 920 Col. Rev./brick B NC
garage : ca 920 Col . Rev./brick B NC
SH-16 34 Spring St. ca 920 Col . Rev./brick B %
garage : ca 950 moder n B NC
SH 55 35 Spring St . ca 900 ltal./Col.Rev. B C
SH~19 37 Spring St . ca 920 Col . Rev./brick B NC
SH 18 38 Spring St. ca 875 Second Empire/ltal. B C
SH- 20 42 Spring St. ca 860 Greek Rev./altered B C



1(pa® \)

SOVERVI LLE MRA - DATA SHEETS
SPRI NG HILL HI STORI C DI STRI CT

MAPI  IVHC HI STORI C NAME ADDRESS SATE STYLE TYPE STATU
SH 22 44 Spring St. ca.l1875 [talianate 1
SH 21 45 Spring St. ca.l 950 Ranch 1 C
SH 23 46- 46A Spring St. ca.l85t0 Italianate B C,
SH 24 6T John Wbods House 47 Spring St. ca.l 860 Italianate B C
SH 25 62 Christopher Ryne§ Ho. 49 Spring St. ca.l 883 Queen Anne B G
garage Colonial Revival B
" ca.l 920 NC
SH 26 ltal./Col.Rev. B
50 Spring St. e ca.1890 C
SH 27 [talianate B
54 Spring St . ca. 1880 C
SH 37 50 Edward Crane House Queen Anne S
152 Summer St . 1895 C
SH 36 Queen Anne B
154 Sunmer St. ca.l890 C
SH 35 Somer set Chanbers Colonial Revival B
156- 158 Summer St . ca. 1930s NC
SH 34 Colonial Revival B
162 Sunmer St . ca.l 960 NC
SH 33 Queen Anne B
166- 168 Sumver St . ca. 1895 C
SH 32 - . Queen Anne B
170 Sunmmer St . 'X: ca. 1890 C
SH- 31 Queen Anne B
172 Sunmmer St . ca. 1890 C
SH 30 Queen Anne » B
174  Sunmer Street ca. 1890 0
SH 29 Queen Anne B
176  Summer St . ca. 1890 C
SH 28 Queen Anne B
184 Summer St . ca. 1890

5C / 2aC B-Buildings
IZAcres (apx.)
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