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f 
IS <. ÎVED 

OCT 2 5 ifiK 

e." For function: 

CompI !te the National 
priate bpx or by entering 

architectural 

1 . Namf t o f P r n p f t r t y 

historic name. B O U L E V A R D DINER (The D i n e r s o f Ma<5sarh i i sp t ts M P S ) 

Other names/site number. 

2- L o f i a t i n n 

street & number 155 S h r e w s b u r y S t ree t 

city or town W o r c e s t e r 

. not for publication 

vicinity 

state Massap .h i i seHs . COdeJVlA county W n r r e s t e r code 027 zip code Q1£M 

a RtatP/Fpr iera l A g e n r y C p r t i f i r a t i n n 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this M nomination 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
V neets • doe^^not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
• nationallyi^statewide • locally. ( • See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

y Mass 
Signature of certifying official/Title Judiljf B. McDonough, Executive Director 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer 
Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional Comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

>nal Pa rk S e r v i c e Ce r t i f i r . a t i nn 
I, heraroy certify that this property is: 

rentered in the National Register 
• See continuation sheet. 

• detennined eligible for the 
National Register 

• See continuation sheet. 
• detennined not eligible for the 

National Register 
• removed from the 

National Register 
• other (explain): 

^ r & € ) t h e Keeper Date|of Actiod 

it 



Boulevard Diner_ 
Name of Property 

Worcester , MA 
County and State 

5. C lass i f ip .a t ion 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

X private 
_ public-local 
_ public-State 
_ public-Federal 

(Check only one box) 

Jibuilding(s) 
_ district 
_ site 
_ structure 
_ object 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)  

20*^ Century Commerc ia l Arch i tecture: Diners of Mass. 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing 

J 

Noncontributing 

.building 

sites 

J . 

. structures 

objects 

Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

0 

6. F u n c t i o n o r tJse 

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions)  

C O M M F R C F / T R A n F / r e s t a u r a n t 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

C O M M E R C E / T R A D F / r e s t a u r a n t 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n 

Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions)  

New England Barrel Roof Diner 

Materials 

(Enter categories from instnjctions) 

foundation brick 

walls porcelain enamel 

roof. asphalt shingle 

other. wood 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 



Boulevard Diner 
Name of Property 

«• Statement nf S i g n i f i r a n r e 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

_ A owned by religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

_ B removed from its original location. 

_ C a birthplace or grave. 

_ D a cemetery. 

_ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

_ F a commemorative property. 

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Worcester , MA_ 
County and State 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

ARCHITFCTURF 

COMMFRCF 

Period of Significance 

Significant Dates 

i g :^ f i - iq4Q 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder 

Worces te r Lunch Car C o m p a n y 

9. M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i r . a l R e f e r e n c e s 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historiq American Buildings Survey 

# 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

X. State Historic Preservation Office 
_ Other State agency 
_ Federal agency 
_ Local government 
_ University 
_ Other 

Name of repository: 
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Worcester (Worcester), MA 

7. Description 

The Boulevard Diner, 155 Shrewsbury Street, Worcester (1936, MHC #2059) is diner #730 buiU by the 
Worcester Lunch Car Company of Worcester. It is located on a commercial corridor through a residential area 
northeast of Worcester's central business district. The diner is situated directly at the sidewalk, on a comer lot 
at the intersection of Shrewsbury Street and Plum Street. Shrewsbury Street is a wide boulevard that extends 
from Belmont Street (State Route 9) to Interstate 290, which passes north to south through the city's downtown 
area. 

Eight bays wide and four bays deep, the Boulevard Diner has a wood frame, a brick foundation, yellow 
porcelain enamel wall panels with red lettering, and an asphalt shingle roof There is a one-story, brick kitchen 
addition with a flat roof wrapping the southern (rear) comer that does not compromise the integrity of the 
prefabricated diner. Entries are located in the narrow ends of the diner, beneath the overhangs of the barrel 
roof. At the eastern end, the entry is enclosed by a ca. 1950s steel and glass projecting vestibule, reached by 
exterior stairs that are finished with a stone retaining wall. At the westem end of the diner the entry is reached 
through an enclosed staircase. Both entries contain wood glazed doors. Windows contain wood single-hung 
sash with orange-colored leaded glass in the transoms. On the exterior, metal awnings over the front windows 
and westem entry are later additions. 

The Boulevard Diner is known for its rooftop omament, which includes an illuminated central clock and roof 
cresting executed in neon. In addition to the porcelain enamel wall panels, which read BOULEVARD DINER, 
signage on the diner includes an attached projecting sign that rises above the level of the roof and reads DINER 
in neon. The property includes a detached storage building of brick located off the southern (rear) comer of the 
diner. 

On the interior, the diner has a full-length grill and food prep area and a full-length counter with a staff 
entrance at the eastem end. For customer seating, the diner has fourteen stools clad with white porcelain 
enamel at the counter and six wooden booths with tables along the front (north) wall. The barrel ceiling is 
wood, as are the diner's end walls. Behind the counter, cabinets and the refrigerator are faced in wood, steel, 
or porcelain enamel, and the grill hood is steel. The counter is marble, and both the counter apron and the front 
wall (beneath the windows) are finished with buff rectangular tiles with black accents. Similar buff tiles, with 
laminate accents, appear at the back bar. The floor features a two-toned pattem of small green tiles. The vinyl 
tiles at the counter footrest, however, are replacements. In the rear wall of the prefabricated diner, behind the 
counter, is a doorway to the brick addition that retains a wooden door with a panel of etched glass. The panel 
reads BLVD Since 1936 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Description 

No prehistoric sites are known on the property or in the general area (within one mile). In general, 
environmental characteristics of the property, especially its distance over 1000 feet from wetland resources, are 
not locationally favorable for most types of prehistoric sites. Given the above information, the small size of the 
parcel (less than one acre) and impacts associated with constmction of the diner, its utilities and an outbuilding, 
a low potential exists for the recovery of prehistoric resources. There is also a low potential for locating 
historic archaeological resources on the property. No historic period landuse has been identified for the 
property prior to construction of the diner in 1936. 

(end) 

8. Statement of Significance 

Boulevard Diner, Worcester (1936, MHC #2059) is a fine example of the traditional barrel-roofed diner 
produced by the Worcester Lunch Car Company, the state's premier diner builder and a major force in the 
design and constmction of Massachusetts diners prior to World War II . The Boulevard Diner illustrates the 
diner form most closely associated with the history of Massachusetts diners since the 1920s. One of the better 
preserved examples of this form in the state, the Boulevard Diner retains a high degree of integrity, particularly 
on the interior, where the wood, tile, and marble finishes illustrate typical diner styling before the use of steel 
became popular. The diner is significant historically for its association with Fred Galanto, a diner operator of 
long standing in Worcester, and is the best preserved example in the city of a 1930s diner. Retaining integrity 
of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, Boulevard Diner meets Criteria A 
and C of the National Register of Historic Places at the state and local levels. 

Boulevard Diner was associated with Worcester diner man Fred J. Galanto from 1936 to 1969. The diner name 
likely refers to Shrewsbury Street's importance as a visually prominent thoroughfare, which connects the 
eastem entrance to the city, at Belmont Street (State Route 9), with Union Station, at Washington Square in the 
city's downtown business district. Before the Worcester Lunch Car Company delivered the current diner to 
Galanto on June 16, 1936, he reportedly operated a six-stool lunch counter and general store on Shrewsbury 
Street. [MHC inventory form] The 1936 Worcester city directory lists Galanto as the operator of a lunch room. 
At the time, he lived at 14 Rena Street, located off Belmont Street roughly 1 'A miles northeast of his business. 
By the mid-1940s, according to city directories, Galanto resided on Frank Street, one block west of the Rena 
Street address. The George family has owned and operated the diner since 1969. Jim George, whose father 
purchased the diner from Fred Galanto, completed a two-month interior rehabilitation in 1999 and plans to 
undertake a three-month exterior rehabilitation in the near future. [George interview] 

(continued) 
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A number of Worcester company diners survive in excellent or good condition in Massachusetts, and chronicle 
the evolution of the company's diner designs, particularly from the 1920s through the 1950s. The company 
buih 651 lunch cars and diners between 1907 and 1957 [Gutman, pp. 161 and 243], and updated, 
reconditioned, or remodeled an unknown number of their diners. The Boulevard Diner represents the 
traditional, wood-frame, New England barrel-roofed diner form for which the Worcester Lunch Car Company 
was best known. Of the approximately eighty-five diners built by the company between the early 1930s and 
World War II , all were shipped to destinations in New England. More than fifty of those diners were delivered 
to established or prospective diner owners in Massachusetts. [Worcester Lunch Car Company records] 

Historically, both the building and operations of diners in New England have long associations with the city of 
Worcester. Following the introduction of the night lunch wagon to Worcester in 1884, the city quickly 
emerged as the lunch wagon capital of Massachusetts. At least five lunch wagon manufacturers, among them 
the Worcester Lunch Car Company, started up production there from 1889 to 1907. Perhaps due to the long-
running popularity of lunch wagons, later diners, in the city, Worcester retains the largest number of 
prefabricated diners of any city or town in Massachusetts today. At least thirteen diners survive in Worcester, 
including those that are vacant or in storage; the Worcester Lunch Car Company manufactured nine of them. 
The Boulevard is the best example of a 1930s diner currently in operation in the city. Other 1930s diners in 
Worcester include Finely Fran's (1930s, now in storage), the oldest surviving Sterling-buiU diner in the nation. 
The Worcester-built ArtlsJiiner (1930s), West Boylston Street, has been extensively remodeled, and the 
former Worcester Information Center (1933, Worcester #705) had been restored but was heavily damaged by 
fire in 1998. 

(end) 
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(end) 



Boulevard Diner 
Name of Property 

Worcester, MA 
County, State 

10 R e n g r a p h i r a l Ra ta 

Acreage of Property less than Qne_ 

UTM References See continuation sheet. 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

1. 19 
Zone 

Zone 

270070 
Easting 

Easting 

4682720 
Northing 

Northing 

Zone Easting 

Zone Easting 

_ See continuation sheet 

Northing 

Northing 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

name/title_ Kathleen Kelly Broomer, consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission 

street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard 

date October 2000 

. telephone fii7-727-fi47n 

city or town Boston. . state MA_ . zip code Q2125_ 

AHriitinnal Documenta t ion 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

A d d i t i o n a l i t e m s (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property O w n e r 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name Linda C Manna and John J. Charamella 

street & number 92 Hartness Road . telephone 508- 865-3319 

city or town. Sutton . state MA_ . zip code. 01527 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instnjctions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
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10. Geographical Data 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundary of the nominated property is shown on the accompanying detail of the city of Worcester 
assessors' map. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary includes the entire parcel that is historically associated with the diner. 

(end) 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Boulevard Diner 
NAME : 

MULTIPLE Diners of Massachusetts MPS 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester 

DATE RECEIVED: 10/25/00 DATE OF PENDING LIST: ll/06/OO 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: ll/22/OO DATE OF 45TH DAY: 12/09/00 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 00001394 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

^CCEPT RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS 

REJECT [(̂ O-lĵ CD DATE 

Sntered In tha 
N&tloiiaa Register 

RECOM./CRITERIA 

REVIEWER DISCIPLINE_ 

TELEPHONE DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 















The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary- of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

October 23, 2000 

Ms. Carol Shull 

National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please find the following nomination form: 

Boulevard Diner, 155 Shrewsbury Street, Worcester (Worcester), MA 
THE DINERS OF MASSACHUSETTS MPS 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Local 
Government community of Worcester were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 
60 to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 

ri 

Betsy Friedberg \ J 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

enclosure 

cc: Linda Manna / John Charamella 
Jim George, Boulevard Diner 
Kathleen Kelly Broomer, Preservation Consultant 
Mayor Raymond Mariano, City of Worcester 
Jody Kennedy Valade, Worcester CLG 
James Igoe, Preservation Worcester 
Bruce Bunke, Worcester Historical Commission 
Charles Goddard, OPCD, City of Worcester 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston. Massachusetts 02125 • (6l7) 727-8470 
www. state. ma. us/sec/m he 


