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1. Name 

historic Pike County Courthouse 

and ·or common 

2. Location 

street & number Courthouse Square N/A not for publication 

city, town ·Murfreesboro N/A vicinity of 
------------------------~----------------------------------------

state Arkansas 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
...x_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_x_ public 
_private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 

code 

_ being considered 
N/A 

OS county 

Status 
_x__ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
..J(_ yes: restricted 
___ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

4. Owner of Property 

name Pike County 

street & number Courthouse Square 

Pike 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
-X- government 
_ industrial 
_military 

code 

_museum 
_park 

109 

_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

city, town Murfreesboro NLA_ vicinity of state Arkansas 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. County Clerks Office 

street & number Pike County Courthouse 

city, town Murfreesboro state Arkansas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

_tlt_le ___ S_u_rv __ eLy __ of~P~i=k~e~C~o~un~tyL_ ______________ h_as __ th_is~p_ro~pe~rt~y~bee~n~de~t~er~m~i~ned~~el~ig~l~bl~e~?~==~y~e~s~==~n~o N/A 

_da_t_e ___ l_9_7_2 ________________________________________ =-=-::...:.::fede~r:..=.al __x_ state _ county _ local 

depository tor survey records Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
------------~-------------------

city, town Little Rock state Arkansas 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_good 
_ fair 

Check one 
_x_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins -X- altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
L original site 
_ moved date ___________ _ 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Located at the site of three former courthouses and encircled by the Murfreesboro 
business district, the Pike County Courthouse is the area's most impressive example 
o+ +l,p fl, ..... _ T)~rn c-~:yle. Designed by the prominent architectural firm of Witt 
Siebert and Halsey of Texarkana, the three-story building features the clean' 
modernistic lines of the Art Deco Style. The present structure has been the center 
of political activity and community affairs since its completion in 1932 and still 
~un~tions as a cente: of servi~e to county citizens. A simple structure, yet striking 
1n 1ts style and des1gn, the P1ke County Courthouse is the only example of the Art 
Deco Style in the area and architecturally is one of the most significant building 
in Murfreesboro. 

ELABORATION 

Dominating the downtown area, the Pike County Courthouse rises above the surrounding 
buildings as Murfreesboro's most impressive structure. The three-story symmetrical 
brick and limestone structure faces north and consists of a cross plan with wings 
that project at four angles. The north elevation possesses a full-storied entrance 
projection within which a limestone frontispiece surrounds the third and second floor 
double windows and the replacement doors of the main entryway. 

The first and second floors are separated by a limestone band embellished with a 
greek key and shield design above the entryway. Pilasters rise from -the stone band 
on all corners of the structure and are capped with limestone blocks. Windows, 
originally six-over-six double-hung sash, were replaced with one-over-one ionized 
aluminum double-hrn1g sash ~N.indows. A window lies between all corner pilasters at 
each story. East and west elevations possess two bays apiece separated by a pilaster 
placed off-center on each wall. 

The east and west sides of the structure's rear section contain two windows in the 
one bay at every story. The south elevation is divided by pilasters into four bays 
with each bay possessing a window on ·each floor. Square towers lie at the inner 
southeast and southwest corners of the building and are capped with limestone blocks. 

A limestone parapet tops the roof, which gently rises to a point above the full­
storied entrance projection. The point is embellished with an inverted palmette 
and the parapet possesses a band consisting of alternate ovals and double-pointed 
arrows. 

The interior consists of three floors with administrative offices on the first floor, 
a courtroom and judges chamber on the second floor, and what was once the county 
jail with two cells on the third floor. A new jail was constructed at a different 
location and the old one is no longer in use. 
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The main double-door entryway provides access to a circular foyer flanked by two 
curved staircases. Behind the foyer on the left and right two interior hallways 
lead to administrative offices. At the rear of the first floor a third stairway 
leads to a judge's chamber, which lies behind the courtroom. 

The paired staircases, lined with vertical siding and chair rail molding, lead 
to a small vestibule and courtroom on the second floor. The courtroom is entered 
through double doors with five horizontal panels. The ceilings, once two stories 
in height to accomodate a balcony, are now suspended. Paneled-wood wainscot clads 
the walls and original wooden seats remain in the courtroom. Original nickel-plated 
and smoked glass light fixtures are representations of the phoenix. 

Two jail cells on the third floor are accessible only by a stair on the east side 
of the courtroom. 



8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
- 140Q-1499 
- 150Q-1599 
- 160Q-1699 
- 170Q-1799 
-- 180Q-1899 
_)(__ 190o-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ___ landscape architecture __ religion 
_ archeology-historic ___ conservation ___ law _ science 
__ agriculture ___ economics ____ literature __ sculpture 
__x__ architecture ___ education ___ military __ social! 
___ art __ __ engineering __ _ music humanitarian 
___ commerce ____ exploration/settlement __ philosophy _ theater 
__ communications ____ industry ____! _politics/government _transportation 

____ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates 1931-1932 Builder/Architect Witt, Seibert and Halsey 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

SUMMARY 

Located on the Murfreesboro court square, the Pike County Courthouse was coRstructed 
in 1932 with funds obtained through a bond issue of fifty-thousand dollars. Employing 
the finest architects, the structure was built upon the site of three former courthouses. 
The town's business district grew to surround this site where Pike County's political 
and governmental activity took place. Due to its role in community planning, politics, 
and government and as the only Art Deco Style structure in the area the Pike County 
Courthouse is an important representative of the history of Pike County. 

ELABORATION 

Built in 1932 at a cost of forty-five thousand six-hundred dollars, the Pike County 
Courthouse is the fourth structure to serve the area at the county government level. 

Pike County was created by an act of the State Legislature in 1833 with the temporary 
county seat fixed at the home of Pascal C. Sorrells in the town of Zebulon. At a 
location near where the present structure stands the town built a log courthouse when 
the town changed its name to Murfreesboro in 1836. In the spring of 1855 the log 
structure burned, along with all county records to that date. The next courthouse, 
built in 1856 by contractors Moses and Jackson Brock, was a two-story frame building 
surmounted by a cupola. In 1895 the frame structure burned along with all records. 
The second courthouse was replaced by a two-story brick building constructed in 1897 
and served the county until it was razed in 1932 to make way for the present structure. 

Construction of the Art Deco building was funded through a fifty-thous~<ldollar bond 
issue. After its passage the architectural firm of Witt, Siebert and Ha~iey of 
Texarkana, Arkansas was employed to draw plans. In the October 23, 1931 issue of the 
"Pike County Courier" it was reported that a bid offered by contractors May and Sharp 
had been accepted and the building reached completion in March of 1932. 

Art Deco-inspired courthouses were built throughout the 1930's in Arkansas. An Art 
Deco Courthouse much like the Pike County Courthouse stands in the town of DeQueen 
in Sevier County. Excepting later additions to the Sevier County Courthouse the floor 
plan is the same as the courthouse in Murfreesboro. 

Due to the Pike County Courthouse's role in county government, its historic location 
and its distinctive Art Deco Style, the Pike County Courthouse is an important 
representative of Pike County's heritage. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Pike County Courier, October 23, 1931, p. 1 
Mr. Hastings Boyd, born July 19, 1910 in Murfreesboro where he now lives . 

1 0. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _Qijjn~e~a-~..-c~reo:----­

Quadrangle name Murfreesboro Quadrangle scale -Jl~;-£..2~40UJ0.A0J-----
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

See continuation sheet 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title David James A. Spann, Economic Development Specialist , edited by AHPP staff 
West Central Arkansas Plann1ng and 

organizatio~ Development District, Inc. date SepteTiher 9, 1986 

street & number P. 0. Box 1558 telephone (501) 624 ~1036 
------ ------

city or town Hot Springs state Arkansas 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

_ national __ state _x_ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act ofl 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
acc:o<dlng to the crite<la and procedu,.. set '1nh '7 '"! N~lo7) Part< Service. 1::;:: ·-"-] (7 
State Historic Preservation Officer signature ~ ~ ___d ~ 

""'5 
title State Historic Preservation Offic~r date 9-12-86 

For NPS use only 
I herelty 

'' 

date 

Atteet: date 
ChiefoiRegistratlon 

GPO Dl 1 •3DD 
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The property is located on the Courthouse Square in Murfreesboro. Beginning at the 
northwest corner of the property at the corner of West Courthouse Square Street 
and North Courthouse Square, proceed east along North Courthouse Square Street 
to East Courthouse Square Street. Then proceed south along that street to South 
Courthouse Square Street. Then proceed west along that street to West Courthouse 
Square Street. Then proceed to the point of origin. 
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Pike County Courthouse 
Pike County 
ARKANSAS 

D resubmission 
D nomination by person or local government 
D owner objection 
D appeal 

Substantive Review: Dsample 

Reviewer's comments : 

D request 

Entered 
a.tio 

Dappeal 

Nomination returned for: __ technical corrections cited below 
__ substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

4. Owner of Property 

5. location of legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? 

7. Description 

Condition 

D excellent 

Ogood 
Dtair 

D deteriorated 

D ruins 

D unexposed 

Dyes 

Status 
Accessible 

Dno 

Check one 

D unaltered 

D altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

D summary paragraph 
D completeness 
D clarity 
D alterations/integrity 
D dates 
D boundary selection 

SEP I 1 1986 
Working No. ~ . 
Fed. Reg. Date: a2,h~'K' -:-:7:.-T"::--7'""-­
Date Due: --.L.fi/&~ :._/W/1''-

in t ction: -~EPT /0 ·- /t - ?6 
B 1 _RETURN _______ _ 

_REJECT _______ _ 

Federal Agency: ____ _ 

D N R decision 

Recom./Criteria ___________ _ 

Reviewer---------------
Discipline _____________ _ 
Date _______________ __ 

__ see continuation sheet 

Present Use 

Check one 

D original site 
D moved date _______ _ 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph} 

D summary paragraph 
D complete~ss ~ 
D clarity 
D applicable criteria 
D justification of areas checked 
D relating significance to the resource 
D context 
D relationship of integrity to significance 
D justification of exception 
D other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property ------­
OJadrangle name------
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State His1Dric Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

DMaps 
D Photographs 
D Other 

date 

local 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to------------------------------

Signed-·-------------------- Date------------- Phone: ___________ ___ 

G P O 9 1 8 •4 50 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 

























ARKANSAS 
HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION 
PROGRAM 

September 12, 1986 

Carol D. Shull 
Chief of Registration 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
1100 "L" Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Carol: 

Re: Ptke County Courth_ouse 
Murfreesboro, Pike County 

We are enclosing for your review the nomination for the Pi.ke County 
Courthouse. The Arkansas Historic Preservation Program has complied 
with all applicable nominating procedures and notification requirements 
in the nomination process. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

luA)r~~ 
Wilson Stiles 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

WS/TJ/do 

Enclosure/s 

Suite 200 • Heritage Center • 225 East Markham • Little Hock. Arkansas 72201 • Phone (501) 371-2763 

A Department of Arkansas Heritage 

SEP I 7 1986 


