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The Bailey Island Cob-work Bridge, completed in 1928, spans the 
1,200 foot Will's Gut between Bailey and Orr's Island in Casco Bay. 
On a natural reef granite blocks are laid in cellular or open construc 
tion, first lengthwise, then crosswise in a crib style manner. No 
mortar or cement is used. Due to the uneven shapes of the rough cut 
stones, pine wedges are driven in the cracks between them at certain 
places to prevent rocking and shifting.

At the center, over the deep channel, a single steel span of 52 
feet rests on solid concrete pillars, lined with granite stonework and 
the roadway across the bridge is of reinforced concrete.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The famous cob-work bridge connecting Orr's and Bailey Islands 
represents a unique solution to a difficult engineering problem 
and is the on^y one of its kind in the United States. The swiftness 
of the tides in Will's Gut, which it spans and the consequent battering 
of floating ice in extreme weather created unusual challenges in 
determining its design.

The granite slabs quarried in nearby Yarmouth are heavy enough to 
withstand the buffeting of waves and ice floes and the open cribbing 
construction permits the tidal currents to flow freely. Beyond the 
occasional replacement of the wooden wedges used to stabilize the slabs 
the bridge is almost completely maintenance free except for the road 
surface and short central steel span.

Bailey Island, at the tip of a long peninsula stretching southward 
into Casco Bay was from the Colonial period occupied by only one or 
two families. Construction of the bridge has turned it into a popular 
resort with many summer cottages and its two harbors are now in year 
round use by lobster fishermen.

56' 2J< 
5b l

RECEIVED

- FEB131975

NATIONAL 
REGISTER



Margaret and Charles Todd, Beautiful Harpswell, 1962 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register,

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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