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Town  Qincy, M\/ MRE
Address 1227-59 Hancock Street

Historic Nane Minroe Building

We: PresQt Offices/stores
Original Offices/stores

DESCR PTT ON

Date 1929

Sour ce Bui I ding permt

Style Col oni al Revival

Architect Shephard and Stearns

Exterior V*all Fabric brick

Qut bui I di ngs none

Mpjor Alterations (with dates) w ndow

alterations (1980s) - see reverse

Condi ti on Good

Mved no Dat e

Acreage 1.2 acres

Setting The Minroe Building i sthe nore
intact of two adjacent tvo-story
Colonial Revival office buildings
erected i nQincy Center i nthe 1920s.
Recorded by Fannin and Lehner/ J. Johnson
crganizaticn Quincy Historical Comm ssion

Date July 1, 1986 / May 1987



NATI ONAL REA STER CRITER A STATEMBW (if applicable)

The Minroe Building retains integrity of design, location, materials, feeling,
as well as associations with the growth of Quincy andthe redevel opxnent of
Quincy Center i nthe 1920s. The work of noted Boston architects, the Minroe
Building i sQincy's nost elaborate and intact exanple of acomercial building

in the Colonial Revival style. Thebuilding fulfills Criteria AandCof the
National Register of Historic Places onthe local level.

ARCH | ECraRAL SI &KI FI CRNCE Describe ijrportant architectural featuresand evaduate interns of
ot her buil dingsw thin the ooranunity.

SE | NVENTARY FORMIGONTT MIATI ON SHET

H STORI O* SIGH FI CANCE Explain therole owers played i nlocad or state history and hew t he
building relates t othe devel opnent of the cannunity.

SE | NVENTARY FORVIGONTT NUATI ON SHET

Bl BLI O3RATBY and/ or REFH t BNCES

Atl as of Norfol k County, Mass., 1876. o ey e o
Robi nson's Atlas of Norfol k County, 1888.

Atlases of the City of Quincy, 1897; 1907; 1923.

Quincy Patriot Ledger, Souvenir Edition, 1899, p. 22

"Sprague Geneal ogy of A d Braintree Famlies". Mcrofi I'mat the Quincy Historical Society.
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE — 1227-1259 HANCOCK STREET
MUNROE BUILDING

The Munroe Building, 1227-1259 Hancock Street, was constructed at a cost of
$250,000 1 n1929. | twas t hesecond of a pair of large two-story
commercial/office buildings to be built onthe west side of Hancock Street
in the 1920s. The first, t he Dimmock Building (1929), erected a block away,
has been significantly altered. Both buildings were anmong several large
masonry buildings erected al ong Hancock Street, north of Quincy Square,i n
the 1920s. These structures replaced frame stores, houses, and taverns
after Hancock Street was widened i nthe mid-nineteen teens. Thebuilding
has housed retail establishments i nitsground floor storefronts and
professional offices on the second floor.

Built by Henry M Faxon, the Munroe Building occupies land that had been
under.the ownership of the Faxon family for over one hundred years. Henry
inherited the property from his father, Henry Hardwi ck Faxon (1823-1900).
Henry, senior, was a successful real estate entrepreneur and tenperence
crusader who owned many houses and stores i nQuincy as well as large

hol dings | nBoston and Chel sea. Hi sson, Henry Minroe Faxon (1864-1949)
founder and president of the Quincy Electric Light and Power Conpany,
continued his father's real estate business.

Staple to lnventory form at bottom
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MSSAHISETTS H STAR CAL M SIS ON
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name: /A\[ur)roe Bld"-

Indicate eadi itemoninventory foimviiich i s being continuedbel ow.

ARCH TECTURAL Sl GN FI CANCE — 1227-1259 HANGOIK STREET
MUNRCE BU LD NG

This 1929two-story brick and limestone commercial block is the finest
Col onial Revival commercial building erected in Quincy Center inthe
1920s. | t was desi gned by Shephard and St earns, Boston architects who
al so designed South Junior High School (1927; #401) andthe additiont o
the Quincy Electric and Power Conpany Power Station (1925; #QC 112).

The architects resolved the buiding's corner location in anost
successful manner. The Hancock Street elevation consists of three
gabl es, each conmposed of an arched wi ndow framed by twosingle w ndows
on the sides, avariation of the Palladian design. Between the gables
are three triple windows capped by ablind elliptical arch decorated
with araised fan motif. The lower elevation, around the corner has
the sane pattern repeated with only twogables. These varied
decorative elements are unified by a contrasting string course onthe
ground and second floor level. Thecorner is further enphasized bythe
Eresenqe of twocontrasting pilasters framngatriple wndow, topped
aninset panel with letters that say "Minroe Building."
The detailing of this building includes numerous late Georgian
el ements, inparticular the fine swags embel lishing the applied gables
on twofacades andthe frieze of triangular trigiyphs androsettes over
the store windows, The conversion of several second story windows t o
one-over-one sash, and the replacement of two wood storefront
enframements, with anodized alumnum (1980s) has not conpromni sed the -,
building's overall architectural integrity.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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