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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
trapezoid in shape, with the facade on an angle to the sides to conform to
its Fore Street bui]d{hg site. The building's appearance now is very much
as it was originally, and stands three and one half stories higﬁ. The
front on Fore Street is 82' 6"; the side on Moulton Street: 70' 6"; the
Market Street s%de; 541; and the rear: 61' 6". The building has an un-
usual amount of light 0; all stories largely attributed to the front two
rows of twelve eacﬁ of large arched windows on the second floor and large
rectangular windows on the third floor, and a large fan window in the ped-
iment. The front sides have unusual granite rounded corners, and the en-
tire front is built of Thomaston granite.

The brick sides have windows of twelve over eight panesand there are
three rows of eight each on one side and three rows of six each on the
other side, plus a row of daylight basement windows, all with granite
lintels and sills. At one time prior to 1858 and the construction of
Commercial Street, the back of the building faced the water with the rear
almost on the wharfs, and the rear basement contains a sea wall.

The split level basement, completely restored)houses brick and stone

walls and exposed beams, including one unbroken seventy foot beam. The

[ first floor consistsj&as it was designed for, many small sngs and busi-

nesses. The second floor consists of a large central front megy{;‘
surrounded by shops and offiges. On the third floor is what )

ginally the room of worship, or chgée] ~-- a large (40' x 65'f
<

[~

cathedral ceiling and smaller rooms on either side.

=

~ The Mariner's Church is a Greek ival structure of brick and granite;
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

83
The 01d Mariner's Church is modeled after Fanuel Hall in Boston and

East India Hall, Salem, Massachusetts; and was the fipé% Greek Revival
building i; Pért]aﬁdla It also for many years was Portland's largest
building, bui]fv{n\1828¥29 at a cost of $18,000 for the site and $33,000
for the construction. its concept was that of a place of worship and
education for seamen of the port city. The ground floor was designed
fo house shops for merchants whose rent would support and maintain the
building. The bui]ding became, and remains still, an important center
of activity in the 01d Port area of the city. It does in fact retain
many of its original functions, containing a meeting room for area mer-
chants, besides store front shops including a learning center and show-
room for the handicapped, a lTocal food cooperative and a shop displaying
and selling crafts of local artists. The completely restored basement
houses a fine restadrant which has taken away none of the original decor.
The church was one of the few commercial buildings in the city to
survive the fire of 1866 which destroyed much of Portland. The church
has been significant historical, religibus, political and social activ-
ity as many of the seamen's and ship associations, unions and clubs

(See Continuation Sheet)
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NAME AND TITLE:

Frank G. Akers, Jr., President

ORGANIZATION

Akers Association

ToaTe

9/27/72

STREET AND NUMBER:

386 Fore Street

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service,

level of significance of this nomination is:

O State [

The recommended

d

National Local

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register. o .

Chief, Office of Archeology and Histoyfk Preservation

ate _ 4/23/}3 |
i

ATTEST:

GPO 907%.087
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

were organized and met there, as well as the founding of Portland's first
Marine Mu§5ﬁh. Many social welfare programs began there as did various non-
religious community organizations such as the present day Portland nys Club.
The structure remains physically unchanged and is actively functioning in a

way not unlike the concept of its original purpose and design.
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