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The First Christian Church is a large (82 1 x 82') biege pressed brick church in 
the neo-classical revival style. It is distinguished by a dome 28' in diameter 
and by its two similar facades fronting on 7th Avenue and 7th Street. The facades 
are three bays wide with an inset center bay dominated by four Ionic columns 
supporting a pedimented gable. All facade openings are round-arched and all 
facade windows have stained glass which came from Portland. The major window is 
located in the inset bay and is flanked on either side by a window similar to those 
in the other facade bays. The entry is also behind the columns and leads into the 
left bay.
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ŷ-ARCHITECTURE 

_ART

—COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING

—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

_LAW

_LITERATURE

—MILITARY

—MUSIC

—PHILOSOPHY

—POLITlts/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER

—TRANSPORTATION

—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES 1921-1924 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Hatch/Semfow
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The First Christian Church is architecturally significant as a good example of a 
neo-classical revival style building in Lewiston. Its imposing mass and dome make 
it one of the better churches in the state rendered in this style.

The church was erected during Reverend Ross's pastorate from plans of his former 
church in Milton, Oregon. The Milton church was designed by Pendleton, Oregon, 
architect Hatch who followed the original plans of a Walla Walla, Washington, 
architect named Semfow. Architect Taymond W. Hatch later designed the First 
Christian Church in Twin Falls following a similar plan only on a more modest 
scale and without the dome.
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CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
LEWISTON

The 82 x 82 foot Christian Church dominates the corner of Seventh 
and Seventh in Lewiston. It is one of the largest and best 
executed buildings in the prestigious Normal Hill residential 
district of Lewiston. Its dome, one of the largest in Idaho, is 
the only one of its kind in Lewiston, and its Ionic columns are among 
the better classical details in Nez Perce county. The round arched 
stained glass windows exhibit good craftsmanship.

The neo-classical revival style was a popular style adapted by the 
Presbyterian and Christian churches in Idaho from 1916 through the 
1920s. This building is perhaps the state's best example of the style 
It is larger and more ornately finished than the Twin Falls Christian 
and Presbyterian churches (NR) and the Idaho Falls First Presbyterian 
church (NR), none of which required such an extensive elaboration of 
significance as was required for this nomination.


