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1. Name of Property
historic name East Princeton Village Historic District

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number  roughly Main Street, Leominster Road n/a not for publication
city or town Princeton nfa vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county Worcester code_t27__I~zip code 01541

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this Stfomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Hisjoric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
D”eets ¢ does not meet th” National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally » st_atevvide H cally. (% cSeescontinuation sbeet farnadditional camatents.) o

Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

IWSignature df certifying official/TitleCara H. Metz, Executive Director Da(e
n

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property * meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
, hereiSy certify that this property is:
I'entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



East Princeton Village Historic District
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

X private _ building(s)

X public-local X district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

n/a

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single, multiple dwellings, secondary struct.

Hotel/inn-tavern

COMMERCE/TRADE/dept. stores/general stores

Specialty store/blacksmith shop, filling station
SOCIAL/meeting hall
GOVERNMENT/fire station, post office
EDUCATION/school, library
RELIGION/religious facility
AGRICULTURE/agricultural field, animal facility
INDUSTRY/manufacturing facilities, waterworks
TRANSPORTATION/road-related/highways, bridges

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

EARLY REPUBLIC/Federal
MID-19TH CENTURY/Greek Revival

/Gothic Revival
LATE VICTORIAN/Second Empire
/Stick Style

Worcester, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
72 17 building
16 0 sites
structures
objects
91 17 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single, multiple dwellings, secondary struct.

COMMERCE/specialty store/auto repair, snack shops.
Restaurant/department store, general store

SOCIAL/meeting hall

TRANSPORTATION/road-related/bridges, highways

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE/granite

walls WOOD/weatherboard
/shingle

roof ASPHALT

other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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LOCATION

The Eagt Princeton Village Higtoric Digtrict encompesses the amdl mid-late 19th century industria village of Eagt
Princeton, Massachusetts. Eagt Princeton is Stuated in the eestern section of the town of Princeton, about three miles from
the town center (NR pending). Princeton is located in north central Worcester County. The village lies on Keyes Brook
wes of the Stillwater River, into which the brook flows. The Eagt Princeton Village Historic District contains
approximately 200 acres.

TAPORAPHY

The backbone of the district is Main Stret (Massachusetts Route  140), which runs for about one mile through Eagt
Princeton Village, from northwest to southeast. Also included inthe district are portions of roadsthat branch off of Main
Street. These roads are Beaman Road (to the west), Leomingter Road (to the north), and Gleason Road (to the south).

Anather defining feature of the district is Keyes Brook, the waterpower sourcethat encouraged the growth of a settlement
a this location. It too runs northwest to southeast through the village. Flowing from Paradise Pond, which is located well

outsde the Eagt Princeton Village Historic Didtrict to the northwest, the brook enters the district & Baker's Meadow,

forms a smdl pond (commonly known as "the Onion Patch") on the north Sde of Main Stregt, and pesses southward
under the Main Street Bridge, MHC # 928, Map # 16, early 20th ¢ (Photo # 27), where the land falls off sharply. From
there it rushesdownhill to the eest paralleling the south sde of the street. Along this southward course the terrain is rocky
ad is srewn with boulders. At three former mill Stes on the banks of the brook are extensve sone foundations and

waterways that sarve as reminders of its industrial padt. As it travels its course toward the southeest boundary of the
historic district, the brook passes under the massve gone Glesson Road Bridge, MHC # 920, Map# 43 A, 19th ¢?, which
separatestwo of these mill dtes.

The course of Main Street is mostly levedl with a gentle downhill grade a the eest end of the district. Beamen and
Leominger roads are ds0 generdly level. However, south of Main Strest dong Gleason Road the land falls of f sharply.
As Gleason Road leaves Main Stregt it winds down a stegp wooded embankment. It then levels off as it nears Keyes
Brook, which rushes and rails through rocky terrain and under the Gleason Road Bridge. On either sde of the road where
the bridge gpansthe brook are massive low gone structures ~ the suggedtive remans of mills that once stood a this site.

CHARACTER OF THE VILLAGE

The Eadt Princeton Historic Didtrict still looks much as it did during its heyday as a chair manufacturing village from
about 1841 until the last mill closed in 1910. It is goparent from the sze, type, and style of the surviving buildings that
during this period the village functioned as alargely indegpendent community. Although dwellings are the mog numerous
type of building found in the village, buildings that sarved ingtitutional, commercial, and artisand purposes are dso
scattered through the district. Buildings are st on both smdl and large parcds of land and gand in dose proximity to one
another dong Main Street and dong Leominger and Beaman roads.

Many of the houses dong Main Stret and Leomingter Road in Eagt Princeton were built by the owners of nearby

factories for themsdves, or as housing for their employees  Clugtered near one ancther inthis smdl settlement are dso
the housesof early settlers of the pre-industria period and of blackamiths, independent chairmakers, and storekeepers.

(CONTINUED)
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The village's mogt important dwellings and ingtitutional buildings line both sdes of Main Strest in the heart of Eagt
Princeton. Mogt of these buildings date from the mid- and late-19th century. The homes of chair manufacturers are the
largest of the dwellings: the Jossph M. Stuart/John H. Stuart House. 70 Main Street, MHC # 55, Map # 27, Greek
Revival, 1851-1857 (Photo # 18); the William H. Brown/Arthur L. Stuart House. 85 Main Street, MHC #71, Map # 18,
Grek Revival, ca 18507-1857 (Photo #26, Illustration # 2); and the John H. Temple House. 80 Main Street MHC # 74,
Map # 20, Greek Revival, 1857-1870 (Photo # 25, Illustration # 3). Among housssbuilt for Brown Chair Factory workers
are three nearly identical gable-front Greek Reviva style cottages a 96. 98. and 100 Main Street MHC # 69, 67, 68, Map
# 13, 12, 11, 1850-1857 (Photos # 4 & 29). Also, goparently built for employees of the Stuart Chair Factory isthe Stuart
Double House. 66 Main Street MHC # 56, Map # 32, 1851-1857, Gothic Revivd (Photo # 13). The large Sze and more
daborate ornament of the ingtitutional buildings in the village reflect their origina roles as the centers of civic, socid,
educationd and religious activity here during the 19th-mid-20th century period. They include the temple-front Greek
Reviva style District # 3 School/Mechanics Hall. 104 Main Street MHC # 18, Map # 8, 1842 (Photos # 3 & 2 ), with a
full pediment and tall columns on its faBade and the turreted Stick Style Congregationd Chapd. 81 Main Street MHC #
33, Map # 19, 1885 (Photo # 6), now used as adwelling.

Evidence of the commercid life of the village survives in two gtore buildings and atavern. The hip roofed Cotton Taverry/
Whitcomb House. 67 Main Street MHC #61, Map#31, Federd, ca 1790s1830s (Photos # 15 & 16), may have housed
one of the town's first commercid enterprises. Serving the community for many years were the small, gable-front
TempleLamson Store. 66 Main Street MHC # 57, Map # 32, Gothic Reviva, 1850s-1870s (Photo # 14) and the much-
added-on+to Union Store. 78 Main Street MHC # 58, Mgp # 21, mid-late 19 century vernacular, ca.l845 and later (Photo
#24, |llugtrations # 4a & 4b). The Union Store housed the village pogt office for much of the second half of the 19th

century and until about 1984, when the Eagt Princeton pogt of fice was mearged with the Princeton pogt officein the center
of town.

The industria heart of Eagt Princeton was on Keyes Brook neer Gleason Road. Keyes Brook provided waterpower to
three mill dtesthat were utilized duringthe 19* century by a variety of smdl indudtries, including grist and sawv mills,
turning mills, and chair shops. While the densdy settled village is largely intact today, the former industrial areaaong
Keyes Brook hes returned to a largely naturd sate. Woods, rocky terrain, and a rushing brook are the predominant
features of the formerly industrial Gleason Road section of the district. Although no industria buildings still exist dong
the brook, many signs of former industrial use, auch a dams duiceways, a gone bridge, and the sone foundations of
buildings, are found there today. Mostly cak and meple trees surround these remains, while the former mill dStes
themsdves are grown up with underbrush. The only surviving building on Gleeson Road — aformer barn now converted
to ue as adwelling (Beaman-Keyes Barn. 129 Gleeson Road, MHC # 53, Map # 23, mid-19* century, Photo # 44) ~
dandsa the Main Stret intersection and isan integra part of the Main Street village settlement

To the west of Gleason Road isthe Stuart (later Temple-Stuart) Chair Factorv Site. MHC #919, Map #42, 18thc & 1841-
1910 (Photo # 10, Hlustrations # 14A & 14B). To the eedt isthe Wilder/ Temple & Stuart Sawmill Site, later Temple-
Stuart Chair Factorv Paint Shop Site. MHC #921, Map# 43, 18thc. & cal850-1910 (Photo # 45, Illusgtrations #9, 9B &
13). Stonework and waterways survive a both stes. A few remans of a dam, wheelpit and foundations a the James
Brown Chair Factory Site, MHC # 927, Map #15,1840s-1877 (Photo # 46) sand on both the north and south sdesof the
brook a short digance south of 93 Main Street and north of the bridge on Gleason Road. On the south side of Main Street

(CONTINUED)
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a the eestern end of the district are the stes of two buildings that were chair shops  Probably inthe vicinity of a moden
house that now gands a 42 Main Street, oppodite 46 Main Stredt, isthe dte of the A. H. Keyes & Son Chair Fectory,
MHC # 930, Map #50, active cal850s-ca. 18905 which manufactured "parlor brackets, toys, and noveties in wooden
ware' gpparently without the benefit of waterpower. An additional samdler Ezra Keyes Chair Shop. MHC # 929, Map #
49, active cal850s-ca. 1880s?, sood nearby, adso onthe south Sde of Main Street opposite 38 Main Stredt.

EAST PRINCETON VILLAGE IN THE 20TH CENTURY AND TODAY

Even though nearly one hundred yeers have pessed since Eadt Princeton lost its industria bese, the 19% century character
of thevillage iswell preserved today. With the exception of the loss of the industrial buildings that were the heart of 19th
century village life here, there has bean rdatively little demoalition in the village and only alimited amount of 20th century
congruction has occurred. Mogt buildingsinthe district still retain their characteristic wood clgpboard siding, dthough,
in afew cases, duminum or vinyl siding hes replaced the wood. Even 19th century barns and outbuildings, often the first
to be logt to neglect, still survive inample number.

Evidence of the post-industrid life of Eagt Princeton can be seen ina handful of 20th century buildings that are scattered
through the village. These more recent additions to the community were built on previoudy undevdoped land on

Leominger Road and on Main Strest.  Two houses were built inthe early 20th century. They are the Gates House, 252

Eadt Princeton Road (corner of Main Street), MHC # 136, Map # 3, ca.l926. Ficturesque Cottage, and the house neerby a

108 Main Street MHC # 135, ca1910-1930, lae 19th-early-20th-century vernacular.  Most of these 20th century

buildings date from the mid- and late-20"" century. Two early-20th-century commercia buildingsare associated with the
advent of the automobile. They include: Hubbard's Garaee. 106 Main Street false-front utilitarian, circa 1930s (dtered by
the late 20th century addition of a western section for a convenience store) (Photo #31, Illustrations# 16a & 16b) and

Gasoline Filling Station. MHC #119, Map # 1, 221 Beaman Road but facing on Route 140, circa 1930s Colonid Reviva
(now dtered and adgpted as aroadsde ice cream and sandwich shop) (Photo # 34).

Open and wooded land surrounds mogt of the district boundaries. An exception isthe row of mid- and late-20th century
houses on the eest 9de of Leominger Road. Also, a 1990s Town of Princeton fire department building, sandsjust
outside the district boundary on the north Sde of Beaman Road.

ARCHITECTURE

The architecture of the Eagt Princeton Historic District dates mostly from the second half of the 19th century. Mot of the

buildings found here are vernacular expressons of their syles and ae modest in Sze and ormnament.  The magjor

architectura style ssen inthe villageisthe Gresk Revivd style that was widely popular in New England during the mid-
1%th century. This style is used both for dwellings and for the community's magjor public building (District # 3 School-

Mechanics Hall. 104Main Street MHC # 18, Map # 18, 1852) (Photo # 3). Evidence of earlier Federd period occupation

of the settlement a Eadt Princeton is ssen in a few ample 1-1/2-gory, dde-geble housss (Ephraim Keyes House, 35
Leominger Road, MHC #15, Map# 15. ca 17905, Photo # 43); Daniel Baker House. 112 Main Street MHC # 65, Map #
4 , ca.l800. Photo # 32); Baker-Keyes House. 109 Main Street MHC # 64, Map # 5, early 19* ¢, ) and in ahip-roofed,

two-gtory former tavern (Cotton Tavern-Whitcomb House 67 Main Street MHC # 61, Map # 31, 1790-1830's, Photos #
15& 16). Dating from the mid- and late-19* century are the Gothic Reviva Stuart Double House, Store.

(CONTINUED)
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and Barn. 66 Main Street MHC # 56, 57, Map # 32, 1851-1857 (Photos # 13 & 14); the Second Empire Charles W. Reed
House, 69 Main Street MHC # 63, Map #30, cal880 (Photo #17); and the Shingle Style former Congregational Chapd,
8L Main Street MHC # 33, Map # 19, 1885 (Photo # 6).

Buildings in the district are of wood congruction with the exception of a concrete block circa 1930sfalse-front
commercid garage (Hubbard's Garage. 106 Main Stret, MHC # 134, Map# 7) and a smdll astylistic concrete block and
brick filling sation office building on the grounds of the Gasoline Filling Station. MHC # 119. Map # 1, & the
intersection of Beaman Road and Route 140. Roofs in the district are mostly of agphdt shingle, with the exception of
hexagond-patterned date on the mansard roof of the Charles W. Resd House.  Foundations are mostly of granite.

FEDERAL STYLE

With the exception of the hip-roofed Cotton Tavern-Whitcomb House and the transitional Federd/Greek Revivd style
gable-front Berkeley-Jewett-Merriam House. 76 Main Street MHC # 59, Map # 24, ca 1830s (Photo # 23), Federd style
dwellings in Eagt Princeton village dl teke the traditional Sde-gable form.

One-gory, Sde-Gable

L eominster Road

Ephram Keyes House. 35 Leominger Road. MHC # 15.Map #41. ca 1780s1790s. Federd (Photo # 43)

Believed to be the earliest building to survivein the village, this housewas built on Leomingter Road well before the mid-
19h century growth of avillage settlement a Eagt Princeton. Unlike mogt houses built as part of the mid-19th century
village, it islocated a good digance north of the more densdy settled Main Strest area

S on afiel dstonefoundation, this one-gtory, sde-gable house hes what may have originally been afive-bay,center-entry
dreat faBade, two bays deep. In addition to alarge off-center chimney, there are additiona exterior chimneys added |ater,
one on ether end of the main body of the house The dregt fafade of the main body now reeds as afour-bay
asymmetricd faBade with the entrance in the third bay from the left. Itssupposad originalfive-baysymmetry wes dtered
by the addition of a one-gtory, three-bay €l that extends from the north end of the main feBade eestward toward the stredt.
On the eet end of the el is an atached one-gtory shed. The main body of the house is dad in stucco, and the ell hes

clgpboard siding.

Because of its lack of adornment, this house bears few dements that can be sad to be of a particular style. However,
features that assodiate it with the Federd period are its Sde-gable, center entry, centraized-chimney form and its one-
gory height, dose eaves, and smdl windows.

On this property are located to the eest of the house are alargebarn, ashed, a garage, and ancther outbuilding.

Main Street

Danid Baker House 112 Main Street MHC # 65. Map #4. ca 1800-1805. Federd (Photos #32 & 2)

St on a 1.19-acre lot, this one-gory, four-bay, sde-gable, center-chimney house is one bay degp and rests on a granite
foundation. The main entrance is inthe sscond bay from the west end of the front faade of the main body. Themain

falade is oriented to Main Strest and faces southwest.  Eaves are dose with no returns, the gable roof is high pitched,

windows are smdl and narrow, and there are no exterior decorative features. Onthe roof of the main faBade isapair of

(CONTINUED)
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gabled dormer windows. Windows and doors have plain plank frames and window seeh are 1/1. Extending from the rear
of the main body of the house isaone-dory ell.  Attached to the west end of the main body is a one-story, three-bay by
three-bay, gable-roofed addition with an entrance on the far end of its main facade. The face of the addition isflushwith
that of the main body of the house. The division between these two sections is marked on the main faBade by the corner
board of the original house. Attached to the west end of the addition isaone-gory shed. It ispossble that one of these
western sections of the house was originally Daniel Baker's blacksmith shop.

It gppearsthat the two-bay portion of the main body of the house to the right of the entrance may have bean the origina
portion. In this section are exposed hewn chamfered beams gungtock posts, reciprocating-sawn joists, and what may bea
portion of adate (the numbers "180-") painted on the southwest corner post. These structura features could indicate that
a leest aportion of the house is earlier than the turn of the 19* century or that this section is composed of areussd frame.

Details that suggest a pre-mid-19th century date of congtruction are the smal size and additive character of the houss, its
onebay depth, high-pitched roof, smal window and door openings, the asymmetricd arangement of the main falade,
cose eaves lack of ornamentd features, and center chimney. The one-gtory, rather than 1 Vi story, height of the corner
pogts dso auggests an earlier rather than later date. Further physical and documentary reseerch is necessary to better
underdand the history of thishouse

One-and-a-half-gory, Side-Gable

L eominster Road

Cheever-Havton House 25 Leominger Road. MHC #45: Map# 39. 1830-1857. Federd. (Photo #42)

S on a granite foundation, this Wz story,five-bay,center-entry, center-chimney, sde-gable house is one room degp ad
hes atwo-gtory reex ell. The roof iscovered inagphdt shingle. The front door hes recently bean replaced and the origina
Fedad style pilagter architrave cornice doorframe hes been replaced with an accurate reproduction.  The windows are
2/2. Federd gyle featuresincludethe dim silhouette of the houseitsdf, the dose eaves and the degantly styled Classica
doorframe.

There are severd outbuildings, located neer the house on this 4.5-acre lot. They include a barn, awoodshed, and ashop
or shed that hes been converted to use as agarage. They date from the late-19*-early-20* century period. The barn isa
timber-frame, gable-front bam with dose eaves and the cat entrance located to one dde. It is beieved to have bean
moved to this dte from near the Temple-Stuart Paint Shop (in the early 20th century). The shed is a amdl shed-roof,
balloon-frame sructure. The shop-garage is a gable front building, two bays degp with a low-pitched roof with broad
eaves and a garage entrance on the south end. It regts on afieldstone foundation and is sheathed in board and batten
siding.

Main Street

Brown-Keilty-Cotton House. 101 Main Street MHC # 66. Map# 10. 1830s-1857. Fedard (Photo # 30)

S on agranite foundation, this 1 fa-gtory,five-bay,center-entry, sde-geble house, istwo baysdegp. One of what was
probably originally apair of interior chimneys risesfrom the eestern portion of the roof ridge. Eavesae dose with no
returns. Window frames are plain. A watertable encirdes the housejust aovethe foundation. Onthe west ed

(CONTINUED)
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of the main body is aone-gory, three-faceted bay window. Extending from the main entrance westward acrossthe main
facade, isaglassendosed, one-gtory entry-porch with ahip roof This porch gopeears to date from the early 20th century.
Attached to the eestern end of the main body of the house isa one-gtory, one-bay wing with aporch acrossitsfront. This
porch has turned posts and abaugtrade of turned bauders that gppears to be of recent vintage. A gable-front bamis
atached to the eest end of thewing. Window saeh are modem 1/1 replacements.

The amadl sze of the housg, itsdose eaves, lack of ornament, the 1Yi story,five-bay,center-entry, sde-gable form, and
the paired interior chimney placement are typical of the Federd period. However, smple housesof this type continued to
be built in Centra Massachusetts throughout the 19th century. Further physical and documentary investigation should be

done onthis property to learn more about itsearly history and to see whether any pre-1830s structure might be included in
the presant house.

As istrue of many Eagt Princeton gable-front barns, this bam hes atwo-bay main faBade with the cart entrance st to ane
dde and awindow to the other. While the house itself hes few ornamentd feetures that associate it with a particular
architectural style, the barn has the broad eaves and gable returns characterigtic of the Gregk Revival style. Another

distinctive feature isthe diding barn door with multiple pands endosed in chamfered frames. This property encompeses
3.2 agresof land.

Baker-Keyes House. 109 Main Street MHC # 64. Map # 5. ca820s-1830s?. Federd (Photo # 33)

This 1/2-gory, four-bay, Sde-gable house istwo bays degp with the main entrance located in the second bay from the left
on the main faBade. Onthe rear plane of the asphdt shingled roof is an off-center chimney. The foundation isof granite.
Eaves are dose with no returns, athough there may originally have bean returns now removed. There is a smdl gable-
roofed, one-gtory €ell atached to the right rear of the house The present squarish window openings gopeer to be an
enlargement of earlier smdler windows. Window frames are narrow and are bevded on the indde edge. Window sagh
ae 2/1 and 6/6. The door opening a the man entrance is narrow, compatible with an early 19th century date of
construction.

The traditional gable-end form of the houss, the asymmetrica arrangement of the main feBade, the dose eaves, and the
lack of stylistic details suggest apossible 1830s date of congtruction for this house.

Two-gory, Three-Bay, Center-Entry, Hip-Roof
The Cotton Tavern/Whitcomb House is the only example inthe Eagt Princeton Historic District of abuilding with a hip
roof, aroof type that was widely popular for two-story dwellings during the Federd period.

Cotton Tavern/Whitcomb House. 67 Main Street MHC #61. Map #31. Federal. 1790-1830 (Photos # 15 & 16)

Bdieved to have sarved a one time as atavern, thistwo-gtory dwelling is st on aleve lot. It is composed of two two-
gory, rectangular, hip-roofed sections sat perpendicular to one ancother and joined together & common rear comers. The
northeestem section attaches a its southwest corner to the southwestern portion of the house. Foundations are not visible
since the ground level has risen and concrete gorons have bean placed around the perimeter. Both sections are ssen on

(CONTINUED)
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both the 1870 and 1898 mapsin their present relationship to one another. Earlier mgos do not show ground plans to alow
comparison. Dating the two sections by andyss of exterior decorative features and trim is not possble because
dterations have | eft little original exterior finish.

The southwestern section of the building hes atwo-story, three-bay, center-entry faBade and istwo bays degp. Its hip roof
hes alow slhouette and aflat central section. The dim slhouette and the roof trestment of this section of the house have
the proportions and grace associated with two-story Federd period buildingsof thisthree-bay, center-entry form. First
gory windows are double with 6/6 sash, possibly a late-19th or early 20th century ateration. At the sscond gory leve
windows are single with 6/6 saeh.

The northeastern section hes athree-bay facade, isfour bays degp, and hes apyramidd hip roof axd abulky silhouette that
might suggest a Georgian period date of congruction. The bulky gopearance, three-bay, center-entry form, and the
pyramida roof of this section could suggest amid-late 18th century date or could, instead, be the result of a later addition.
Both the first and sscond story windows are single windows with 6/6 saeh. Interior investigation will be required to
determine whether or not this portion of the building might have been built earlier than the southwestern section.

Little origina exterior fabric gopears to survive. The entrances in both sections of the building are framed with plain
pilaster-frieze frames that do not gppear to be original. Doors are modem six-pand doors with lightsin the upper portion.
Window frames are plain. The eavesare trimmed with anarrow frieze. Further documentary resserch and careful
exterior, interior, and structural examination of the two sections of this house may hedp answer important questions about
the age of the building and changes that have occurred to it over time. Such investigation could yield important
information about the early history of Eagt Princeton.

GREEK REVIVAL STYLE

The Gresk Reviva style, the single mogt popular architectura style in mid-19th century New England, is the dominant
architectura style in Eagt Princeton. Most of the Gresk Revivd gtyle buildings in the village take the gable-front form,
ingpired by ancient Greek temples. More consarvative exanples of the Greek Reviva syle are trimmed with Gresk
Reviva details but take the traditional sde-gable form that had bean popular snce the 17th century in New England.

GREEK REVIVAL STYLE SIDE-GABLE DWELLINGS

Two 1R -story, Sde-gable, center-entry, Greek Revivd style housesexigt in the Eagt Princeton Historic District.  One hes
athree-bay faBade and the other afive-bay fa@ade. It is likely that both originally took the five-bay form and that the
change occurred when bay windows replace two windows on either Sde of the center entry of the Matthew-V ose-Stuart
House. Both houses are treeted with similar detail and gopear to have been very similar, dthough not identical to one
ancther, in their origina gppearance.

One-and-a-half-story, three-bay, center-entry, sde gable dwdling

MatthewsVose-Stuart House. 7 Leomingter Road . MHC #43. Map # 35. Greek Revival. 1851-1857 (Photo #40)

S on a granite foundation, this Wi -gtory, three-bay, center-entry, sde-gable house istwo bays degp. At either dde of
the entrance are one-gtory, three-faceted bay windowswith bracketed eavesand panded lower sections. One of what was
probably originaly a pair of interior chimneys rises from the reer plane of the roof of the main body of the house
Attached to the north dde of the houseisa 1 2 -story gable-roofed wing.

(CONTINUED)
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Across the breadth of the main faade of the wing and wrapping around the north end is a porch with brackets & its eaves
The north end of the porch isenclosed. The wing isthree bayswide and two baysdegp.  Attached to the north end of the
wing isto atwo-bay, gable-front bam that sarvesas a garage.

Window seeh are 2/2. The roof is covered with agphdt shingle. Gresk Reviva style features include broad eaves with
gable returns, friezes, corner pilasters, and plain window frames.

The doorframe a the main entrance is composad of chamfered pilasters supporting a bracketed frieze and a strongly
projecting cornice. The brackets a the eaves of the doorframe and on the bay windows are of Italianate inspiration,
uggedting that they may have bean added to the houseinthe 1860sor 1870s The door a the main entrance dates from
the late-19th century and hes two panes of glass a the top and two horizonta pands below.

The bam, resting on a concrete foundation, isfinishedwith Gresk Revivd featuresincluding broad eaves, gable returns, a
narrow frieze, and corner pilasters. It is gopearsthat this building is of 1%th century vintage and was rehabilitated in the
late 20th century.

The house and barn occupy a lat of lessthan an acre of land.

One-and-a-half-gtory, five-bay, sde-gabled dweling

Stuart-French House 11 Leominger Road. MHC #44, Map# 36, 1857-1870. Greek Reviva (Photo #41)

S on agranite foundation, this 11/2 story, five-bay, center-entry, sde-geble house istwo bays degp with asmal, atached
one-bay, gable-front barn on its south end.  The northernmogt of what was probably originally a pair of interior chimneys
risss from the pesk of the ridge of the wood shingle roof Door and window frames are plain. Window sseh are 6/6.
Gresk Revivd details include broad eaveswith gable returns, frieze, and corner pilagters. At the main entrance is a hip-
roofed porch probably dating from the late 19th or early 20th century. Reached by two granite dairs, the porch is

supported on turned posts and turned engaged pods  Itsrailings are of turned baugers. The mid-late 19th century front
door has two moulded wood pands below, and two panes of glass above.

The present window size may not be original, but gppeers to be the result of amid-late 20th century alteration. Probably
shorter and more square than the originals, they contain 6/6 sash.

The house and bam gand on .37 acre of land and arevery wdl maintained.

GREEK REVIVAL STYLE GABLE-FRONT DWELLINGS

Gable-front dwellingsare found inthe villageranging in height from 1 - 2/2 gories. They include houseswith three-bay,
sidehdl-entry main facades and otherswithfive-bay,center-entry main facades.

One-and-a-half-story, Three-bay, Sidehall-entry, Gable-front

This isthe mogt common house form ssen in Eagt Princeton. Examples are found on Main Street, Leomingter Road, and
Beaman Road.

(CONTINUED)
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Main Street

Severd examples of this housetype are found dong Main Street:

Gould-Whitcomb-Parker House. 72 Main Street MHC 46. Mgp # 26. ca.l850. Gresk Revivd (Photos # 20 «c #7)

Built on a95'x285' 1ot this M2 -story house hes agable-front three-bay, sdehdl-entry main body. Aninterior chimney
rises from the rear of the west plane of the agphdt-shingled roof The hip-roofed porch a the front door hes a bracketed
cornice and square pogts with moulded trim.  Extending from the eest Sde of the rear of the house is a gable-roofed, one-
gdory, two-bay ell, which ataches the house to the bam. Mogt window seeh ae 2/2. Greek Revival dements sean hare
include the gable-front form, broad eaves, gable returns, frieze, corner pilasters, and moulded window caps reminiscent of
pediments.

Attached to the west Sde of the ell is an English bam, shesthed in vertical matchboard, with its roof ridge running esst-
wed. Eavesae close with no returns. The cart entrance is 2t & the far west end of the main faBade of the barn. A amadll
shed-roofed, one-story shed extends eesward from the northeest corner of the barn.

Berkdev-Jawett-Merriam House. 76 Main Street MHC 59. Map # 24. ca 1830-1857. Federd/Greek Reviva (Photo # 23)
S on a .22 acre lot, this house regts on a granite foundation. This |'/2 -story house tekes the gable-front, three-bay,
sidehdl-entry form and is three bays degp with a chimney on the west plane of the roof Attached to the eet Sde of the
main body of the house is a gable-roofed, one-gory, two-bay wing that istwo bays degp. On the west is a one-gtory, four-
bay wing with achimney on the roof ridge. A smal gable-front barn is atached to the west end of thiswing.

Windows have plain frames. Window sseh in the main body of the house are 2/1 while inthe ell they are 1/1. Ground
floor windows in the eest wing gppear to have been dtered in Sze and now contain small /1 saeh. At the main entrance
ae apanded, block-cornered doorframe and afive-paneldoor. A similarfive-paneldoor is dso found a the entrance on
the west wing. The damped and cast-iron latch seen on the front door istypica of the Federd period and suggestsan
early 19th century date.

Gresk Revivd gyle features are ssan on the main body of the house. They include the gable-front form, full pediment on
the main faQade, broad eaves, friezes a the eaves and in the pediment, and the block-cornered doorframe.  However, the
low-relief character of these features suggestsapossble 1830s-1840sdate of congtruction. The wings are astyligtic.

The atached 1 /2-gory gable-front barn has broad eaves with no gable returns, anarrow Classicd frieze, and isfinishedin
vertical matchboard. Its cart entrance occupies the west sde of the two-bay main faade. A window with plain frame and
69 szeh bdances the cart entrance on the other Side. The cart entrance is round-headed with a narrow frame. Both of
these features lend the barn a Fedard style gopearance. The door a this entrance is of tongue and groove wood laid to
cregte the pattern of asingle large herringbone, afeature popular and inthe mid- and late-19th century.

The lot on which this house gands is smal and iswedged in between other lots, suggesting either that other houses were
built up around it or that it might have been moved from another locationto sit in the comer of another house lot. Because
of the gpparent early date of this house, further research should be doneto understand its role in the deveopment of Eagt
Princeton village.

(CONTINUED)
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Beaman-Mirick House. 77 Main Street MHC # 60; Map # 22. ca. 1850-1857. Greek Revival

Located on .78 acre lat, this 1Vi story, three-bay, sidehdl-entry house istwo bays degp and hes a 14 -gtory, two-bay wing
on the eedt dde that is one bay degp. At the main entrance is a hip-roofed porch with turned posts, probably dating from
the late 19th or early 20th century. While the main body of the house hes broad eaveswith gable returns, the eavesof the
wing are dose with no returns. A one-gtory, shed-roofed, endosed porch extends across the width of the main faBade of
the wing. A pair of chimneys rise from the left plane of the roof of the main body. The house, clad invinyl siding, isst
on a granite foundation. The land falls off a the rear to form an above grade basament. Greek Reviva dements sam
here include the gable-front form, broad eaveswith returns. Other details that may originally have existed here, such asa
frieze, have either been covered or removed for the gpplication of vinyl siding.

Brown Employeds Houses 96. 98. 100 Main Street: MHC 69.67.68: Map # 13. 12, 11: cal1850-1857. Gresk Revivad
(Photo # 4)

Thesethree houses, each st on lessthan an acre, were built as factory housssfor chair workers. Standing inarow on the
north sde of Main Street their gable ends face the dreet.  All are identical intheir 172 -gory, three-bay, sidehal-entry,
gable-front form. They are two bays degp on the west ddes and four bays degp on the eest ddes.  All have granite
foundations and agphdt shingle roofs. It is undear how similar they originally were, since, today, dterations and
additions have made each house distinct in gopeaerance from the others.

Apparently the least dtered of the threg, 100 Main Stregt retains its dgpboard siding and gppears as a modest but full-

fledged Gresk Reviva cottage. Gresk Revivd features include the gable-front form, broad eaves with gable returns,
friezesboth a the eeawves and in the gable, corner pilagters, plain window frames, 6/6 sagh, and a pilagter/architrave/cornice
door frame with full-length sidelights. The cornice of the doorframeis inthe form of alow-pitched pediment. Attached

to the northeest corner of the house isa 1 Vi -gtory, two-bay, gable-front barn with vertical matchboard siding and broad
eaveswith no returns.

98 Main Strest has been greatly dtered by the application of vinyl siding and by other changes No pilasters or window
framesare visible. Window sseh e 1/1. The door frame hes dso bemn dtered. The frameat ether Sde does not exist
and above the door isawide lintel. No barn is currently associated with this house

96 Main Stret retains its broad eaves, gable returns, friezes, and pilasters.  Its dapboard siding is of recent vintage.
Windows have plain framesand 6/6 saeh. Unlike the other housssin this group, it hes aone-gory, gable-roofed reer €ll
and no bam. lllustration # 18, dthough it does not show details clearly, shows this house before late 20th century
dterations were made. This photograph suggests that it may not have changed very much.

L eominster Road

Abbey-Stuart House, 5 Leominster Road, MHC #49. Map # 34. 1857-1870. Gresk Revivd (Photos #39 & # 8)

This three-bay, 11/2 -story, sidehdl-entry Gregk Reviva house is four bays degp and hes a chimney centered on its ridge.
The house has dagpboard siding and is st on a granite foundation. The gable end of the main facade facesthe dreet.
Window frames are plain with cornice cgps. Window sseh are 2/2. A wing, one bay wide and two bays deep, is

(CONTINUED)
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dtached to the south sde of the main body of the house A modern three-faceted bay window occupies the center of the
dreat faBade of the wing. Attached to the southwest corner of the wing is atwo-bay, gable-front barn. At the center of
the roof ridge of the barn is a low-pyramidal-roofed, square-section, cupola.

At the main entrance of the house isa smdl circa late 19th or early 20th century porch with ahip roof resting on turned
pogts and arailing of turned bdugters. A small bit of jigsaw-cut vine-like ornament is st below the center of the porch
frieze.

Gresk Revivd features are saan on both the main body of the house and on the wing. They include the gable-front form
of the main body, the broad eaveswith geble returns, friezes both a the eavesand in the gable, comer pilagters, andplain
window frameswith cornice caps.

Like the house, the barn isdso Gresk Reviva in style. Gregk Reviva detailing on the barn is limited to the broad eaves
with gable returns and friezes, both a the eaves and inthe gable. Of nate is the multi-pand diding barn door, a feature
s on other Greek Revivd style barns in Eagt Princeton.

Beaman Road

N. R Howe Houss, 221 Beaman Road, MHC #118. Map # 1. ca1850-1857. Gresk Reviva (Photo # 35. lllustrafion # 1)
This 12 -gory, three-bay, sidehdl-entry, gable-front, Greek Revival house rests on a granite foundation and hes a one-
dory, three-bay, gable-roofed wing one bay degp on the east sde. Original window openings have been enlarged and
origina windows have been replaced with large modean plate glass windows and dliding glass doors.  An early-20*
century, one-story, hip-roofed entry vestibule shdlters the main entrance.  Illudtration # 1 shows how the house looked
before mid-late 20* century changes were made Surviving Greek Reviva features include the gable-front form, broad
eaveswith gable returns, friezes, and wide corner boards.

This house is atached by a mid-late 20" century endosad corridor leading to the back sde of aformer filling station (now
a snack shop) that faces on Route 140.

Peckham House, 226 Beamen Road. MHC # 120. Map # 2. ca1850-1857. Gresk Reviva (Photos # 36 & #1.

This I'/2 gory, three-bay, sidehdl-entry, gable-front house hes a one-gory, gable-roofed wing four bayswide and one bay
dep on the eest end. A shdlow porch a the door on the main faBade of the wing gopearsto be a recant addition. Itis
trimmed with modern Victorian style turned posts and decorative trim.  Window frames are plain and window sseh are
1/1. The doorframe a the main entrance hes plain frames & the sdesand asmple, low-relief, pediment-like cap. Gresk
Reviva gyle featuresinclude the gable-front form, broad eaves ad friezes. The pediment motif a the main entranceis
dso of Gresk Revivad inspiration. The lack of gable retums gives aminor Gothic Revival note to the building.

A gable-front one-gtory shed with dose eaves gands behind the house. A late 20* century, gable-front two-car garageis
to the west. A gable-front barn is sat south of the shed. It gopeers to datefrom the 19" century and hes broad eaves The
cat entrance is & a the north end of the main faBade. A large modaem multi-pane window baances it on the other sde.
A small, one-gory, two-bay, side-entry, gable-front shed with broad eaves gands south of the barn.

(CONTINUED)
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Two-gtory, Two-bay, Sidehall-entry, Gable-front

Graut-Sawin House. 8 Leominger Road. MHC # 122 . Map #45. cal850-1857. Grek Reviva/ltaianate

This 212 -gtory, two-bay, sidehal-entry, gable-front houseistwo baysdeep. It hes atwo-story wing on the north Sdewith
a gable-front barn on its north end. A now-endosed one-gtory porch extends across the main faBade of the wing.
Windows have plain frames and window sseh are 6/6. Windows on the main faBade are a modern picture window on the
ground floor and a double window with fixed sx-pane glazing. The application of vinyl siding and the ateration of
window openings on the main faBade have changed the original gopearance of the house. However, its gable-front form,
broad eaveswith no retums, and the scroll bracket overdoor a the main entrance preserve much of its mid-19th century
character. No photographs have been found to indicate what the house looked like before it wes dtered. The barn hes
dose eavesand issimilar to other Eadt Princeton bamsin its gable-front form with the cart entranceto one sde.

Greek Revival, Five-bay, Center-entry, Gable-front
There are an unusudly large humber of houses in Eagt Princeton that take the five-bay, center-entry, gable-front house
form. A propensty for thefive-bay,center-entry, gable-front house can ds0 be saan inthe section of the town of Sterling

that adjoins East Princeton. There are examples of this form in Eagt Princeton villageranging in height from 1 - 1112 - 2/2
dories.

One-gory, Five-bay, Center-entry, Gable-front

Main Street

William H. Brown-Arthur L. Stuat House. 85 Main Street MHC # 71: Map # 18. ca1850-1857. Greek Reviva (Photo #
26, lllustration #2)

S on a granite foundation, this 172 -gtory,five-bay,center-entry, gable-front house is four bays degp. The land falls off
a the rear, allowing for an above-grade besamant there. Attached to the eest Sde of the main body of the houssisa one-
gory, three-bay, gable-roofed wing one bay degp.  Wrapping around the front and side of the house is a one-gtory, shed-
roofed porch (now enclosed) that gppearsto have been added inthe late 19th century. The main entrance to the houseis
now located ina pedimented projection onthe endosed porch. The former porch bevedere hes been

converted to afive-sidedend osure on the northeast comer.  The house hes been further dtered by the application of vinyl
siding and the remova or covering of window frames. Corner pilagters ssam to have been removed when the porch was
added. Window sseh have dso mostly been changed from what were probably 66 to /1. Window openings are
undtered and are smdl and narrow. Illustration # 2 shows how the house looked inthe early 20th century before these
late 20th century dterations were meade.

Gresk Revivd style dements ssen here include the gable-front form, broad eaveswith gable returns, friezes a the eaves
including those in the faBade gable, and the capitas of corner pilagters that no longer exist or are no longer visible.

The house dts on a2.27-acrelot.
One-and-a-half-story, Five-bay, Center-entry, Gable-front

Main Street
Severd housesof thisform and height are scattered up and down Main Street:

(CONTINUED)
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Ezra Sawvyer Keyes House 38 Main Street MHC #51: Map #48. 1845 (Photo #11)

This 1 Vi -story,five-bay,center-entry, pediment-front house isthree bays deep. Itis st on agranite foundation and hesa
I'/2 -story wing on the eest dde. The wing hes a glassendosad porch on the southeest corner. On the eest end of the
wing isasmall projecting entry vestibule. A shed-roofed dormer, probably added in the early 20th century, extends aong
the westem plane of the roof of the main body of the house The windows are 62 and the front door is a six-panel door.

Grek Revivd gyle dements ssen here include the gable-front form, broad eaves, faBade pediment friezes a the eaves
and inthe pediment, plain window frames, and the front door frame with panded pilasters and panded corner blocks.

The house and a mid-late 20th century, gable-front garage gand on .93 of an acre of land.

Brown-Jewett House. 71 Main Street MHC #62. Map # 29. ca 1850s-1870. Greek Reviva (Photos # 19 & 5)

This one-gory,five-bay,center-entry, pediment-front house istwo-bays degp. At the canter of the pediment isapair of
windows. Attached to the rear of the main body of the house is an €ell that was converted about 1985 from one to two
dories. A one-gtory shed-roofed addition was mede to the west Sde a the sametime. A shed dormer extends the length
of the western dde of the roof of the main body. Despite these unsympathetic additions, the details of the main faade
remain relatively undtered. Gresk Reviva style dements include the gable-front form, broad eaves pediment on the
main faBade, frieze a the eaves, plain window frames, 6/6 sagh, and the faceted block-cornered doorframe.

Cushing-Matthews-Keves House, 74 Main Street MHC # 47. Map # 25. ca1847-1857. Greek Reviva/Gothic Reviva

(Photos #22.5& 7)

Sat on a granite foundation, this 172 -gtory,five-bay,center-entry, gable-front house hes a one-story shed-roofed section
aoossthe rear.  The exterior isfinishedin board and batten vertica siding. The origind chimney rises from the west

plane of the roof. A modern freestanding exterior concrete block chimney hes dso bean built on the west side of the
house. A hip-roofed porch shdters the main entrance. Podsare turned late 19"-early 20" century replacements of earlier

posts of unknown design. A concrete deck extending out on either sde of the covered portion of the porch has replaced
the original wood deck.

A mixture of Greek Revival and Gothic Revivd features are sean hare. Features assodiaed with the Greek Reviva style
include the gable-front form, frieze, wide comer boards, plain window frames, and 6/6 saeh. Distinctively Gothic Reviva
in inspiration are the broad eaveswith no returns and the board and batten siding.

The house dts on a one-acre lot with a shed and a barn & the rear. The barn is smdl with a gable-front and the cart
entrance offset to one sde. Itis sheathed in vertical matchboard.

One-and-a-half-gory, Four-bay, Center-entry, Gable-front

Main Street

Some erstwhile 1 Vi -gtory,five-bay,center-entry houses have athree-faceted bay window in the place of what would have
ben two windowson one sde of the center door. It gopears that the bay windowswere probably added later, making
them technically four-bay houses. Two examples of this housetype with bay window are ssan on Main Stredt:

(CONTINUED)
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John H. Temple House. 80 Main Street MHC # 74: Map # 20. 1857-1870. Gresk Reviva (Photo #25. Illustration # 3)

St on a granite foundation, this one-gtory, four-bay, center-entry, pediment-front house is three-bays deep. It seams
originally to have been built with afive-bay faGade. The present single bay on the left dde of the main entrance is
occupied by a one-gtory, three-faceted bay window that was probably added in the latter part of the 19th century. The two
bays on the right hand side of the main entrance contain individual, double-hung, 2/1 sseh windows.

Theroof of the rectangular-plan main body is cross-gabled, creating broad, high-pitched gabled facades on eech sde. The
gable on the main faBade is treated as a pediment and hes three windowsin the half story and an applied triangular fan
omament neer the pesk. Sde gabdles ae not trested as pediments. The door & the man entrance hes a
pilegter/architrave/cornice frame with two-third-length siddightswith subdivided panesin the Greek Reviva style.

Attached to the northwest comer of the main body of the houseis aone-gory, €l with itsgable end facing the street. The
ell lookslike aseoond house attached to the reer of the main section of the house. The seaming "two-house' form of this
dwelling suggeststhat either it may have sarved two families or that the ell may have sarved as housing for chair factory
workers. The "ell" section of the house hes broad eaves with gable returns (no pediment) and gppears as a five-bay
center-entry faBade with the eastern two bays covered by its atachment to the rear of the front section of the housa. Two
symmetrically placed windows occupy the centrd section of the faBade gable. A one-gtory, two-bay screened porch
atached to the front of the ell obscures much of the ground floor of the fa@ade.  Anearly-mid-20th century photograph
(Mustration # 3) shows the entire faBade of the el before the addition of the porch. It shows a pilaster-architrave-cornice
doorframe that surrounds the doorway and its flanking 2/3 length siddlights. Extending from the west side of this house-
like ell isaone-gtory, side-gabled, two-bay wing that is one bay deep.

Grek Reviva gyle features semn here are the gable-front form, broad eaves faade pediment, gable returns on the "ell"
and pilagter/architrave/cornice doorframes.

To the left of the house is an unattached one-gtory, center-entry, gable-front barn. Eaves are close and the siding is part
clgpboard and part vertical matchboard. The barn door of herringbone laid tongue and groove boards isheld inplace by a
decorative framework of chamfered battensthat suggestsamid-late 19" century date.

The house has alow cobblestone wall infront of it.  This property consgts of 14.57 acresof land.

Stuart-Perry House. 73 Main Street MHC # 52. Map # 28. ca.l845. Gresk Reviva (Photos #21. 7& 5)

Sat on agranite foundation, this Wi -story, four-bay, center-entry, pediment-front house hes athree-faceted bay window

to the left of the main entrance and two windows on the right. At the center of the faBade pediment is a pair of windows.

It is presumed that thiswaes originally afive-bay,center-entry house and that the bay window was added sometime during
the late 19th century, perhgps a the sametime that the three-faceted, two-story, flat-roofed turret was added to the et

sde. What gppeer to be the original windows are narrow and amaller than the windows in the turret and the bay window.

Window sash are 6/6. Attached to the reer of the main body isalong one-gtory el that includes a garage section a the far
end. Onthe section of the ell dosest to the main body is an endosed one-gtory porch.

(CONTINUED)
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Grek Reviva style features include the gable-front form, broad eaves and faBade pediment. Other details that may
originally have exised here, including window and door frames, have either bean removed or are now covered by the
presat vinyl siding. The housedtsona .33 of an acre.

Two-and-a-half-sory, Five-bay, Center-Entrv,Gable-front.

These two dwellings, both built for chair manufacturers, are among the largest and most imposing houses in the village.
Ye, they are modest intheir ornament despite the powerful postions of the owners inthe village. |f these housss are
expressons of economic superiority, they achieve it more through their broad facades and somewhat massive gppearance
than through the use of daborate omament.

Amos Keyes House, 46 Main Street MHC #48: Map # 47, Greek Revival, ca 1840-1857 (Photo # 12)

This 2/2 -story,five-bay,center-entry, pediment-front house rests on a granite foundation. The main body of the house is
three bays degp and has a 1 Vi -gtory, two-bay, gable-roofed wing a the northeest reer comer. Thewing atachesthe house
to aone-gtory, English barn. Twowindows are centered in the tympanum of the pediment on the main facade. Onthe
eedt dde of the main body of the house is a one-gory, threefaceted bay window. Window frames have either bemn
removed or are covered by the present vinyl siding. The window sseh are 2/2 and a the front entrance is pair of glazed-
top doors with horizontal pands.

A porch extends acrossthe width of the main faBade and wrgps around the eest Side. At the right dde of the main faBade
the porch projects out further and is soreened in. The remainder is open. Pogs are modem replacements trimmed with
jigsaw-cut ornament.

Grek Reviva gyle dements include the gable-front form, broad eaves, and the faBade pediment. Other features of the
style may be hidden beneeth the current siding.

The house and barn dand on asix-acre lot. The modern gable-front barn hes two tall truck-sized entries on the geblefront
and acupolaon top.

Joseph M. Stuart-John H. Stuart House, 70 Main Street MHC # 55: Map # 27, Greek Revival, 1851-1857 (Photo # 18)
This 212 -gory, five-bay, center-entry, gable-front house is two bays degp and rests on a granite foundation. Two
windows inthe half story are centered in the gable on the main falade. A two-story, gable-roofed wing, one bay deep,
extends from the eet sSide of the main body of the housa. Windowshave plain frames and 2/2 sseh. Acrossthe main
falade of the wing a the ground story extends an endlosed porch, probably endosed in the early-mid 20th century.

Above it, the second story of the porch is undtered and still retains its mid-19th century pogtswith decoretive vine-motif,
jigsaw-cut brackets and jigsaw-cut openwork railings. Gresk Reviva syle features saan here include the gable-front
form, broad eaves gable returns, friezes, corner pilagters, and a pilagter-architrave-cornice doorframe about a recessed
door with full sidelights. The houselot is .66 of an acre.

(CONTINUED)
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Greek Revival Gable-Front Non-Residential Buildings

Mog of the village's ingtitutional and commercid buildings are found on Main Strest.  The once exception is the Eagt
Princeton Fire House, located on Leominger Road.  Of the village's non-residentid buildings, severd are Greek Reviva
in style and teke the gable-front form.

GREEK REVIVAL STYLE. GABLE-FRONT CIVIC/INSTITUTIONAL BUILDINGS

Main Street

Digtrict # 3 School-Mechanics Hall 104 Main Street MHC # 18 Map# 8. 1852. Greek Reviva (Photos #3 & 2)

Built s a school and meseting hall. Mechanics Hall is one of the mogt prominent and mogt high style buildings in the
village. Itisdigtinguished not only by itstwo-story height, but dso by of its imposing temple-like gppearance.

S on agranite foundation, thistwo-story, three-bay, sidehdl-entry, temple-front building is four baysdegp. A two-story
rear addition, one bay degp, extendsthe full width of the building. Gregk Revival features include afull projecting Gresk
Reviva style pediment on the main faBade, which is supported by four two-story fluted Doric columns, friezes & the
eaves and in the pediment, corner pilagters, and wide, plain window frameswith 6/6 sash. The chimney is located on the
ridge of the agphdt roof toward the rear of the building. Located on the left Sde of the main body of the building isan
iron fire excgpe Side entrances are located on the eest Side of the building, one inthe ssoond bay from the front inthe
main body of the building and one inthe addition. Horse sheds that once sood behind the building no longer exist.

L eominster Road

Eadt Princeton Fire House, 3 Leomingter Road, MHC # 50: Map # 33, Federd/Gresk Revivad, ca. 1830s-1840s? (Photos #
38&# 8, lllustration # 17)

Once afire house, this building was converted to use as a resdence inthe early to mid 20th century. This gable-front,
one-and-a-hdf-gory, three-bay, sidehdl-entry building hes a pot-1945 atached one-story wing on the south side thet is
lighted by a mid-20th century "picture window." A 1945 phatograph (lllustration # 17) shows the building before the
addition of the wing, dthough other details cannot be seen very clearly. Regting on a granite foundation, the houseis
sded with clapboard. Located on the front plane of roof of the wing, isachimney. A shed dormer was added to the right
dde of the main structure, probably inthe early-mid 20th century. The mid-late 20th century front door hes four lights a
the top. Window frames are plain. The majority of the window sseh are 6/6.

Grek Revivd style features saan here are the gable-front form, projecting eaves with narrow friezes and gable returns.
The dim proportions and low-relief treetment of these features suggests Federd period influence and an earlier rather than
later date of congruction. In keeping with the style is the ample pediment-shaped cgp over the front door. Since both
the arangement  of bays on the main faBade and the treatment of the faBade is in kegping with the Greek Revivd style, it
is undear where the vehicle entrance was located that would have bean necessery when the building served as afire
house

GREEK REVIVALSTYLE, GABLE-FRONT ARTISANAL/INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS

James C. Coburn Blacksmith Shop, 90 Main Street MHC # 72, Mgp # 17, 1857-1870. Greek Revival (Illustration # 19)
Built as ablacksmith's shop and residence, this building is now entirely devoted to use as aprivate home. St on a two-

(CONTINUED)
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acre lot this 1 Vi -gory, gable-front house hes a four-bay main falade with the entrance in the second bay from the left.
The house is articulated as three bays on the west dde andfive-bayson the east Sde. It has an agphah shingle roof with a
chimney centrally located a the ridge. Itisnot clear whether an original door survives a the main entrance, since aboard
and batten outer door (weather door) isinplace. At the gpex of the pediment isacarved fan ornament similar to one ssen
on the John H. Temple House. 80 Main Street 1857-1870.

Gresk Revival style features ssen here include the gable-front form, broad eaveswith gable returns, and friezes. A narrow
moulded cgp over the door a the main entrance is dso amodest expression of the style. Also commonly sean on Gresk
Revival style buildingsare the plain board window frames and 6/6 window saeh found here.

Ceantered on the roof of the eestern falBade are three evenly-spaced dormer windows. The tops of the dormers have a

shagped moulded edge. The dormer tympanum is incised with a vine motif, suggesting a possble 1870s date. The

daborateness of the dormers may indicate that the long faBade rather than the gabled dreet faBade sarved as the

residential- faBade of thisbuilding. ThisfaBadeisasymmetricd in itsfive-bayarangement with the entrance off-center to
the south. A photograph probably from the early 20th century (lllustration # 19) shows the eest fa@adewith eight bays

Further research is necessary to learn which parts of this building sarved as a blacksmith shop and which parts were the

blacksmith's dwelling.

Brown Chair Factory Office and Shop. 93 Main Street MHC # 70. Map # 14. ca 1840s-1857. Federd/Greek Reviva
(Photo # 28)

Once sarving as the office and shop of the Brown Chair factory, this building is now used as adwelling. Situated ona
2.27-acre lot and resting on a granite foundation, this gable-front 1 /* -gtory, three-bay, sidehall-entry building hes a one-
gory wing three bays wide atached to the left Sde. A chimney rises from the roof ridge of the wing. Joined to the wing
and regting on afiel dstonefoundation is a two-bay, gable-front barn (now converted to use & a garage) with broad eaves
and no returns. Nestled inthe angle formed by the main body of the house and the wing isa small, one-gtory, projecting,
rectangular bay window. Much of the original exterior fabric is not visible snce the walls are covered with synthetic
shingle and the roof trim is covered with duminum sheathing. No window or door frames are visible.

Visible Greek Reviva dements include the gable-front form, broad eaves, and gable returns. The low-relief character of
the eaves and retums reflect the surviving influence of the Federd style. Other origina features may be hidden
undernegth the present siding.

OTHER STYLES

Other styles of architecture are sparsdy represented in the district. They incdlude a Gothic Reviva style dwelling and
barn, a dwelling in the Second Empire style, and the Stick Style Eagt Princeton Congregationd Chapel, which is now
being usad as a private resdence.

(CONTINUED)
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GOTHIC REVIVAL
Stuat Double House, Barn, and TempleLamson Store, 66 Main Street MHC # 57, Map # 32, 1851-1857, Gothic
Reviva/Greek Reviva (Photos # 13 & # 14)

The three building? in this complex are situated on aleve corner lot, consigting of .96 of anacre. All three rest on granite
foundations.

House
This 12 -story, two-family house consgs of athree-bay, dde-gabled centra body with flanking 1'/2 -gtory, three-bay,
dde-gabled wings. Extending to the reer of each wing is a one-gory, gable-roofed ell. The two main entrances to the

house, eech shdtered by a one-story, hip-roofed porch, are located inthe west facades of the wings. Along the west sSde
of the western €ell isa one-gtory porch.

The greet faBade of the central body hes no entrance. At its center is a wide, high-pitched, gabled dormer window.
Below the dormer window a ground level isathree-faceted bay window with agraceful coved cornice and 2/2 ssehiin its
windows. It isflankedon either Sde by asngle window. Windows on the sreet faBade, with the exception of those in
the bay window, have plain frames trimmed with pediment-like cgos and 6/6 sseh. Other window frames are plain
Located on the ridge of the roof of the central body isa pair of interior chimneys.

The high-pitched roofs and dormers, the broad eaveswith no gable returns are characteristics of the Gothic Reviva style.
The center dormer is dso commonly ssen on Gothic Revivd style buildings. However, the trim, such as the friezes, wide

corner boards, pediment-cgpped window frames, and the Corinthian-motif capitas on the square-section front porch posts
ae all of Gresk Reviva inspiration.

Bam

The large rectangular, sde-gable, barn on the property repeets the Gothic Reviva style sde-gable, center-dormer design
of the house. Atthe far right of the main facade is a large diding door afull story high. Thisisthe door through which
chair-rack wagons loaded with chairs and settees manufactured a the Stuart (later Temple-Stuart) Chair Factory were

housad overnight before the trip the next day to the railroad station for shipping. A second, smdler vehicle door, to the
left, was usd for horses.

The Gothic Revival features of the barn make an important contribution to the character of this property. By repesting
Gothic style dements ssen on the house, such as the Sde-gable, center-dormer form of the main falade, and by adding
other Gothic dements of its own, the barn reinforces the architecture of the house. A picturesque feature seen on the bam
that is gppropriate for the Gothic style is the scattering of atota of thirteen dovecotes aove and a either Sde of the
center window inthe dormer. Also Gothic Reviva incharacter isthe rectangular wood cupola located a the center of the
barn roof with high-pitched labded cross-gables for itsroof  Inthe cupola, on each of the four Sdes, are 66 rectangular
windows with movesble sash. These four windows areflanked by fixed blind arches A strong Gothic empheds is ds0
added by the board and batten siding and by the door finished in beeded tongue and groove strips that form the pattem of
a single large herringbone.

(CONTINUED)
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Sore

Wedged tightly between the Stuart Double House and its bam is a small gable-front I'/2 -gtory, two-bay, sidehdl-entry
building built as a gore. Although it is atached on its northwest corner to the adjoining Gothic Revival Style barn, the
dore hes its own distinct character and is not subordinate to the bam. Eaves are broad and are trimmed with rafter-like
outriggers, a Gothic-ingpired detail. It is not known whether or not the eaves ever were trimmed with other ornament.
The presant bareness auggests that some dteration may have occurred here. The building hes a one-story, shed-roofed
porch that wraps around the front and west Sde. Porch pogts are square-sectioned with vine-likejig-saw-cut ornament a
their tops and with square-sectioned baugters for arailing. Window and door frames are plain. Window sseh are 2/2.
There isachimney centered on the ridge of the roof.

SECOND EMPIRE

Charles W. Read House, 69 Main Street MHC #63: Mg # 30. Second Empire. ca.l880 (Photo # 17)

Sat on alevd lot condigting of 41 of an acre and resting on a granite foundation, this is the only Second Empire style
house in the village. One and ahalf gories in height the house conggts of a projecting main body with wings on either
dde. The two-bay main faBade condgts of an unadomed main entrance on the left and a three-faceted, one-story, bay
window on the right. A fiat-roofed wood porticowith wrought iron replacement posts shdters the main entrance.  The
front door hes one large paneof glass, arched a thetop, with awood pand below.

Extending from the left Sde of the main body of the building is a 14 -story. Mansard-roofed wing three bays wide ad
one bay deep. To the rear of the wing is a one-gory, three-bay, center-entry, flat-roofed addition of uncertain date.
Running the length of the main (north) faBade of the wing is a one-gtory, three-bay, center-entry enclosed porch.
According to the present owner, this porch originally extended northward and wrgpped around the corner of the main
body of the houseto join the portico a the main entrance.

There are two chimneys, one on the main body of the house and one on the wing. The faces of the Mansard roof are
covered with hexagond dates. On the facesof the Mansards are dormer windows cgpped with labeed, gabled cornices.
Heavy cornices, now sheathed in aluminum, mark the eaves and the head of the faces of the Mansard. Other origind
ornament has been removed or has bean covered by the current duminum siding. Window sseh are 2/2.

Features associated with the French Second Empire style are the Mansard roof, bay window, and the labeled dormer trim.
Although their origina gppearance is unknown, missing or hidden eave trim and the missing pogs on the entry portico
may have originally lent an additional Second Empire character to the house

STICK STYLE

Ead Princeton Chapel. 81 Main Street MHC #33. Map # 19. John Fremont Mirick. builder. Stick Style. 1835 (Photos#
6&5)

This one-gtory chapd is st dose to the Sdewdk in front. The land falls off a the rear of the building, providing an
dbove-grade cdlar a the back. Built on arectangular plan, it hes avery segply pitched, gabled, asphdt roof — one of
the mgjor features of the building. Five bays onthe main falade, it isthree bays degp. The sscond bay onthe left of the
main facade is occupied by a projecting tower that rises above the rooflineto an open belfry and is cgpped by ahigh-
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pitched pyramida roof Atthe ground floor leve of the tower isthe main entrance to the building, shdtered by a wood-
shingled overdoor with a steeply pitched roof At the entrance isa pair of double-leaf, glazed-top oak doors. The sscond
and third bays of the main faBade are eech occupied by a double window, double-hung, with panes of dained glassin the
upper saeh. Two chimneys are ssan on the roof, one dong the ridge, the other on the front right corner.

Although the mgjor portion of the siding of the chapd is of clapboard, bands of decorative wood shingle provide an
important decorative dement. One band of shingles runs around all four Sdesof the building a the height of topmost part
of the windows. Thisband is broken only a the tower where the shingle trim shiftsup to a higher level, a the mansard-
like raking section of the tower ~ just below the belfry. Triangular shingled pandstrim the peeks of the geble ends of
the building.

Stick Style features seen here include the high pitch of the roofsand overdoor, stick-like trim a the open belfry, strips of
board trim (derived from medievd half-timbering) accenting the dapboard siding, bends of decorative shingling, and
shed-like cgpsover small window openings in the upper sections of the tower.

ASTYLISTIC

Main Street

J. A Mirick House/Union Store. 78 Main Street MHC # 58. Map# 21. 18427 (Photo # 24. |llugtrations # 4A and 4B)
This house gppears to have undergone 0 many exterior changes over its lifetime that it is difficult to categorize
stylistically and the sequence of changes is impossible to guess Nonethdess, it hes essentidly the sameform shownin
early and mid 20th century photographs (Illustrations # 4A & 4B), minustrim features and plusvinyl siding.

This two-story, two-bay, gable-front, center-entry house hes a gabled, two-story, three-bay wing on the west 5de a the
reer. An early 20th-century photograph (Illustration # 4A) shows that the wing was once aone-gtory shed. A large, three-
bay, gable-front barn is atached to the rear corner of the et Sde of the building. A porch extends acrossthe width of the
main faBade a the ground floor level. Itswest end hes been enclosed. A gtore digplay window once occupied the south
wall of this enclosure, where a pair of windows are now located. At the sscond story level, above the enclosed section of
the front porch is a rectangular-plan, one-story bay window. The porch tums the southeest corner and continues the full
length of the east dde of the building. Itisopen a the south end but ismogt of the north end isenclosed.  Aboveitis an
open porch a the sscond gory level. Late-19th century porch pogs, porch friezes, and railings seen in old photographs
have been logt.

Due to dterations and the application of vinyl siding, this building can be cdled no particular style. Surviving features
that associate it with its presumed mid-19th century dateof congtruction are its gable-front orientation and its broad eaves
Likewise, the gable-front orientation of the barn, its broad eaves and the placement of its cart entranceto one sde of the
main faBade are features that were typical of Eagt Princeton bams built during the mid and late 19th century. The
building islocated on .76 of an acreand is currently being ussd as goatments.

(CONTINUED)
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Gleason Road

Beaman-Mirick Barn-Keyes Paint Shop. 129 Glesson Road. MHC # 53. Map # 23. mid-late 19th century (Photo # 44.

[llugtration # 5)

Built as the barn of the house a 77 Main Stredt, this building was later usad as Roland Keyes automobile paint shop. It
was dtered for residential use inthe 1950s Having practically no ornamenta features, this house can be cdled no

particular style. It still retains a bam-like gopearance. Comparison of the present Gleason Road faBade with an early

20th century photograph (lllustration # 5), suggests that it retains much of its earlier gppearance. However, windows
have been ingtaled at the second leve to adapt the building to use as adwelling.

Thistwo-gtory, sde-gable, rectangular-plan house is four bays wide and two bays degp. St on agranite foundation, it is
shesthed inwood shingle. Eaves are dose. One of the two chimneys is located in the northeest corner while the other is
located west of the center of the rear plane of the roof The arangement of the main faBade is asymmetricd, with the
main entrance located inthe sscond bay from the north. The present main entrance is in the same position as the earlier
barn door, athough it hes been made smdler in sze. At the main entrance is a pair of four-pandl doors. A secondary
entrance is located in the south end. Windows on the main faBade are smdl and squarish with six-lights. Windows on the
other sdesare more gandard in sze and have 6/6 seeh. Windows and doors are framed with plain planks.

BARNS

A large number of dwellings in the Eagt Princeton Village Higtoric Digtrict are accompanied by their original 19th century
barns. The presence of so many barns isamajor contributor to the 19th century gppearance of thevillage. Mogt bamsin

the district are gable-front bams with the cart entry set to one sde of the main faBade. A window is often placed a the

ground floor level on the other Sde of the faBade. Thiswindow servesnot only to light the interior but dso acts as a sort
of visua bdance to the cart entry. Many, athough not all, of the barns inthe historic district have broad eaves. Some
have gable returns and others have no returns. Severd ae atached to an assodiaed house as was common in

Masssechusatts and other parts of New England after about 1815 and through the end of the 19th century. Examples

include houses & 5, 8, and 11 Leomingter Road. 76 Main Street the Brown Chair Factorv Officeand Shop a 93 Main

Street and 101 Main Street.  Others are free ganding. Most Eagt Princeton barmns have no specific stylistic reference,

dthough there are examples of Greek Revival and Gothic Revival syle barns inthe village. Gresk Revival influenced
bans indudethose & 5, 7, and 11 Leomingter Road. Mogt of the barns in the area gppear to have bean buih in the mid- or
late-19th century, a about the same time as the houses that they accompany.  Eagt Princeton migps made earlier than 1898
do not show the existence of bams, s itisdifficult to assdgn dates to them exoept through visual characterigtics.

Ore of the largest barns in the district, and certainly the most architecturally imposing of them all, isthe gable-front Stuart
Bam. 66 Main Street MHC# 127, Map # 32C, cal851-cal870, Gothic Revival. It isthe only distinctively Gothic
Reviva style barn in the village and reflects the style of the adjoining Stuart Double House. The Stuart Barn served asan
overnight sorage facility for carts of chairs mede a the Stuart chair factory and as a gable for the horsss that drew the
cats. Itislikely that other bams in the village dso sarved asimilar purpose. Thismay have been the casefor the circa
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1850s1870s barn atached to the Brown Chair Factory Officeand Shop. 93 Main Street MHC # 70, Map # 14. When

more hes bean learned about the chair manufacturing process and the role of indgpendent chair makers, it may be found
that barns assocdiated with the homes of chairmakers served as soragefor their individua chair production. No study hes
been mede of Eagt Princeton's bams to learn whether or not any of them have characteristics that are peculiar to chair

dorage.

BRIDGES
There are two bridges over Keyes Brook in the higtoric district. One bridge crosses Main Street neex the center of the
district. The other islocated on Gleason Road. Both are associated with the waterways of adjoining mill Stes.

Main Stret Dam and Bridge, MHC # 928, Map # 16: dam, continuous use since early 19th century: bridge, early-mid-
20th century (Photo # 27)

The bridge a this location soans Keyes Brook where it pesses through an outlet in the dam that forms a smal pond,
known colloquidly as "the Onion Patch”, on the north dde of Main Street.  Looking something like onion tops, low-
growing reeds in the water ssam to be the source of this neame for the pond. A dam and an opening a the gpproximate
location of the present outlet have existed a this location Snce as early as the early 19th century. 19" century mgps show
that an outlet here was part of the system that provided waterpower for the Brown Chair Factory, located a short distance
southeest of the dam (Brown Chair Factory Site, Map #15). A second outlet inthe dam, now closed, can be saan on the
1870 map. It brought water to the waterwhed under the mill. It was located about 50 feet eedt of here and can be located
in correspondence with the remains of the factory waterway. It ispresumed that the dam isof both earth and sone.

The upper structural members of this bridge are of reinforced concrete.  They rest onfiel dstoneabutments laid in cament
mortar. Additional concrete reinforcements have been placed a the besss of the dbutments.  The date of the gone
abutments is not clear. They may date from the early or mid 20th century. The concrete reinforcements probably date to
the mid-20™ century or later. The roadway over the dam and bridge is paved with agphdt. Onthe south sde of the road
behind the modern galvanized sed guardrails that extend adong this section of Main Street isan iron latticework guardrail
with applied iron ornamenta rosettes (sse Photo #27).  The iron rail is about three feet high and probably datesfrom the
early 20" century. On the north sSde are late 20th century tubular sted rails and lower gdvanized sed guardrails ona
concrete base. The opening goanned by the bridge is equipped on the north Sde with an operable guillotine-like gateto
control the water levd in the pond and the downgream flow of the brook.

Gleason Road Bridge, MHC # 920. Map# 43A, mid-19th century or earlier (Photo # 9)

Probably built as early as the early-mid 19™ century, this bridge is stuated between two former mill stes on Gleeson
Road. The asphdt carriageway and gdvanized sed guardrails of the presant-day bridge rest on a massve gructure of
large, random, undressed, dry-laid gones. At its base are two rectangular openings through which Keyes Brook pesses
A date of congtruction prior to the late 19" century is suggested by the use here of large, random, undressed soneslaid up
without mortar and of roughly shaped gtone lintelsto goen each opening (Photo # 9). An 1847 dead (466/332) indicates
that a gone bridge was in place ebove Mark Wilder's sawv mill by that date. 1t ssams quite possible that this isthe same
bridge.
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19" century maps (see lllustrations# 7 & 8) indicate that the bridge a this location carried Gleason Road over the mill
pond that powered the mill a the Mark Wilder/Temple-Stuart Mill Site (Map # 43) (se Section 8, "Wilder/Temple-Stuart
Mill Site"). The remains of the dam that formed that pond are located eest of the bridge and are part of the mill site. The
mill pond extended westward of the dam to cover an area much more vast than that of the small body of water that till
exigs on the west Sde of the bridge today.

MILL SITES

Stuat/Temple-Stuart Chair Factory Site, north sde of Keyes Brook, west dde of Gleason Road, MHC #919. Map #42,
active 18"'cand ca 1841-1910 (Photo # 10)

Portions of a dam, sone foundations that once supported a wooden chair factory building, and stone-lined waterways
aurvive a this site. Two old photographs (Illustrations # 14A and 14B) giveagenerd ideaof the szeand character of the
buildings that once stood here. Foundations of the former factory building are particularly in evidence aong the west sde
of the road. The dam is apparently mostly intact. It is oriented approximately north-south beginning very near the west
dde of Gleason Road and running north for about 90 feet. Faoaed with sone on the eest Sde and concrete on the west Side,
it is supposad that this dam is of both earth and stone congtruction. Stonework is of random, dry-laid, undressed stone.
The north d9de of the dam isreinforced with concrete al aong its length. Concrete formsthe walls of a channd that once
directed water through an outlet in the dam and under the factory building. This structure is located close to Gleason
Roed on the west Sde of the dam.

This dam once formed a szesble pond that extended westward aong the brook. During the sscond half of the 19th
century, the limit of the pond reached westward on the brook to a digance that compares with the location of the
Congregationd Chapd on Main Street. Today, only avery smal body of water is contained by the dam.

The industrial remains seen a this ste ssemto correspond to the mid-19th through early-20th century period. A grist mill
is believed to have existed a this dte a6 early as the 18th century and to have survived into the early 19th century. Itis
not known whether any remnants of the grist mill period survive heretoday.

Mark Wilder Saw Mill/ TempleStuart Paint Shop Site, south and north sides of Keyes Brook, eest sde of Gleason Road,
MHC #921 , Map# 43, active 18th century and ca. 1847-1910 (Photo #45)

Extengve remains exist a this ste. They include sone foundations of two or more former wood factory buildings, sone-
lined waterway channds, and portions of a former gonedam. This Ste is bdieved to have bean occupied by asawv mill &
early as the 18th century. Remains ssam to correspond to mid-19th through early-20th century use. It is not dear what,
if any, survive from an earlier period. Old photographs (Illustrations# 9A, 9B, 13) have been found only for the last
building that stood on this site, the Temple-Stuart Paint Shop, built in 1899 and destroyed by fire in 1910.

Mark Wilder House Site, MHC #922. Map#43B, cal850 or earlier

Stone foundations of what was probably the Mark Wilder farmhouse and/or its outbuildings exist south of the sawv mill
ste. No photographs or descriptions of this house have been found. Its barn may be the building on the right side of the
road in lllustration # 9A. The 1870 and 1898 mgps (lllugtrations# 7 & 8) show the plan and siting of the house. The
1898 mgps shows the location of the barn.
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Stuart/Temple-Stuart Boarding House Site. MHC # 923. Map #43D. 1850 or earlier

Stone curbing dong the road, a gone-lined cdlar hole, and a portion of a sone fence dong Gleason Road south of the
celar hole are remnants of a former chair factory boarding house.  Itsearly 20th century gppearance is seen inlllustration
# 9A. This boarding house was destroyed by the fire that destroyed Temple-Stuart's factory complex in 1910. It may
have been the same house shown on Eagt Princeton mgps as belonging to W. Spring in 1857 and J. Whitcomb in 1870.

Brown Chair Factory Site, eest and west Sdes of Keyes Brook south of Main Street MHC# 927. Map # 15. active
cal849-1877 (Photo #46)

The remains of a chair factory a this ste include sone foundationsfor the former wood mill building and a degp stone-
lined pit for an overshot waterwhed, both on the north side of the brook. Judging from the depth of the waterwhed pit,
the sze of the waterwhed that powered thismill hes been edtimated by loca mill enthusags to have been from fifteen to

twenty feet in diameter (Tour Notes, Princeton Historical Society, 6/9/91, E. P. Yaglou). Foundations for an ancillary
building (probably a dry house shown on the 1870 magp) are seen on the south sde of the brook. Foundations at both
locations cons gt of both rock ledge and massive dry-laid, random stonework of undressad stone.

20th CENTURY AUTOMOBILE-RELATED COMMERCIAL

Two buildings facingon Main Strest (Route 140) were built during the early 20th century to mest the neads of the
growing automobile-traveling public here.

Hubbard's Garage, 108 Main Street MHC # 134, Map # 7: ca 1930. cal940s. and late-20th century, false-front utilitarian
(Photo #31. Illugtrations 16A and 16B)

Built as an automobile repair garage, this one-story building of cast cament blocks and wood now houses a garage, a
convenience gore, and a snack shop. It gopearsto be composad of sections added a severd differenttimes.  1llustration
# 16A shows itsorigina three-bay configuration with a single vehicle bay on the right. By the 1950s the building hed
ben expanded with additions on either side of the original section. These additions included an additiona vehiclebay on
the eet end and what was probably an officeon the west end. Illustration 16B shows the 1950s Main Stret faBade with
the origina section accented with a false front above it and with the additions on either sde gppearing to be lower in
height. Tothe west were two open-fronted wood shedHike bays set back from the plane of the main facade. The present
building hes an added concrete block convenience store section that was built in front of the wood section inthe late 20th
century. The former office hes been converted to agsiadk shop. A false mansard-like roof a the roofline accent it and the
convenience gore. Their facades are distinguished from the undtered garage section by the application of wood facing on
the convenience gore and brick on the snack shop.

Gasoline Filling Station. 221 Beaman Roed but facing on Route 140. MHC #119. Mg # 1 cal920s and cal930s-1940s.
Colonid Reviva (Photos# 34 & #1)

This one-gtory, wood, three-bay, center-entry, hip-roofed building hes one-gtory, sde-gable additions on either Sde and a
andl one-gtory, gable-roofed el a the reer onto which additions have bean mede on either sde. The gable roofed rear €l
may be the origina filling Sation office (see Illugtrations 15A and 15B) buih on this site inthe 1920s  The hip roofed
section probably dates from the 1930s or 1940s  The additions on the sides of the hip roofed section may date from its
filling sation period es service bays. Anendosed take-out counter has bean built in front of the western wing and an
endosed corridor connects this building to the adjoining 19th century housea 221 Beaman Road.
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Archaeological Description

Ancient Native American sites are not recorded in the district or in the generd area (within one mile). The dendty of
ancient gtes in this areatypifies a pattem of low dengty representative of north centrd Worcester County and north
centrd Massachuselts in generd. Low Site dendties may characterize actud Native American settlement petterns in this
areg; however, underreporting isdso probably amajor causd factor. Environmenta characteristics of the digtrict indicate
favorable locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) for the presence of ancient dtes. Seveard well
drained, level to moderatdly doping terraces are located adlong Keyes Brook and other unnamed brooks and wetlands,
predominantly a the northern end of the district. Boulders and rocks in the area may have a negative effect on dte
potential in the ares; however, larger boulders might dso sarve as windbregk barriers for smal dtes. The district lies
within the Nashua/Merrimack River drainage with the Chicopee River drainage located a short distance to the west in the
wegtern part of town. Smaler campsites and specid purpose type Stes may characterize dtesinthe district arean Given
the above information, the sze of the district (gpproximately 200 acres), and the availability of undeveloped land, ahigh
potential exigts for locating ancient Native American sites.

There is dso a high potentia for locating historic archaeologica dtes in the district. Colonial settlement in the Eagt
Princeton locale did not occur until ca 1752 and Princeton was not established as atown until 1771. A few mill Stesand
sattered farmaeads characterized the areawell into the 19* century. The locations of laer industria sites and some
farmsis known, however, little is generdly known of the Eagt Princeton areaduring the 18* century. Stmcturd evidence
of homesteeds might exist in the digtrict dating to the 18* century period; however, precise locations for these dtes are
unknown. A few extant buildings dating to the latter part of this period are known dong the Main Street corridor and
Leominger Road. Structurd evidence of barns, outbuildings, and occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells)
may exist with 18* century archaeologica stesand extant buildings.

Archaeologica evidence of 18* century industria Stesmay d<o exigt inthe districtin a leest two arees Archaeol ogical

testing may identify structural evidence of an 18* century grist mill that operated on the north sde of Keyes Brook and
the west dde of Gleason Road a the gpproximate dte of the Stuart/Temple-Stuart Chair Factory Site. Similar evidence
may a0 exist for asawmill reported to occupy the Mark Wilder Sawmill/Temple-Stuart Paint Shop Site on the north and
south sde of Keyes Brook and the west sde of Gleason Road. Each of these sStes developed as important chair and

furniture making dtes in the mid-19* century, however, furniture making may have had its origins earlier in the 18*
century as aloca cottage industry. Evidence of furniture manufacture may survive in outbuildings and the contents of

occupationa related features associated with 18* and later 19* century farmswhere residents supplemented their incomes
with chair manufacture, possibly on a seesond basis.

During the 19" century, severd documented residential sites are known and potential Sites should be more numerous. In
generd, however, with the exception of industrid buildings there hes bean little demalition in the village. Mot later 20*
century buildingswere built on undeveloped land. The 1830 Blake Map of Princeton lists 6 houses and a school in Eadt
Princeton. One house owned by Orange Wech may have sood in the vicinity of 38 and 46 Main Street. The E.N. Hager
house may have been located a the dte of the existing house a 101 Main Street. The Wilder House Site (ca. 1850's-70)
is documented on Gleason Road. Additional house stes might dso exist egpecidly from the mid to late 19* century
period.
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While 19* century industria buildings were the heart of village life, few extant examples of industrial buildings survive
today. Stonework representing buildings and waterways are visible a the Stuart (later Temple-Stuart) Chair Factory Ste
(18* and 1841-1910) to the west of Gleeson Road. Similar structural evidence is dso visible a the Wilder/Temple and
Stuat Sawmill Ste, laer Temple-Stuart Chair Factory Paint Shop Site (18* and 1850-1910) located to the eedt of the
previous dte. It is unclear whether visible surface remains represent portions of the earlier 18* century mills mentioned
adbove or exclusively the later mills. Surface evidence of the dam, wheelpit and mill foundations of the James Brown
Chair Factory Site (1840s-1877) are visible on the north and south sde of Keyes Brook a short distance south of 93 Main
Street and the Bridge at Gleason Road. The stesof two other buildings that were chair shops are dso known on the south
dde of Main Stret a the eegtern end of the district. Structura evidence may survivefrom the A.H. Keysand Son Chair
Factory (ca 1850-90) located in the vicinity of the modern house a 42 Main Strest.  Similar archaeologica evidence
might dso survive from the amdler Ezra Keys Chair Shop (ca. 1850-80) opposite 38 Main Strest.  The dtes of two
blacksmith shops have bean documented in the district. Structura evidence may survivefromthe A.D. Davis Blackamith
Shop Site (1890's) on the south Sde of Main Street, east of Keyes Brook. Archaeologica evidence of chair manufacture
& acottage industry may exist with extant resdences and archaeologica steswell into the 19* century. Archaeological
evidence might also survive from the Wood Blacksmith Shop Site located a the northeest corner of Main Stregt and the
eet am of Gleason Road. Occupationd related feetures (trash pits, privies, wells), especidly trash deposits, may bean
important archaeologica resource asociated with all industria Stes.
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SIGNIFICANCE OF EAST PRINCETON VILLAGE

The Eadt Princeton Village Higtoric District mestsNational Regigter CriteriaA and C a the local level.  Under Criterion
A it is dignificant as a wdl-preserved manufacturing village that evolved a pat of northern Worcester County's
flourishing 19th century chairmaking industry. Itisaso significant as an important component of the 19th century growth
and devdopment of the town of Princeton. Under Criterion C the digtrict is architecturaly significant for its well-
presarved sampling of mid- and late-19th century New England village architecture.  The village retains integrity of
setting, association, materias, workmanship, feeling, design, and location.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE TOWN OF PRINCETON

EARLY HISTORY AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE TOWN

Ead Princeton isavillage of the town of Princeton, which was established in 1771. The land now incorporated within the
boundaries of the town has amuch longer history. A portion of the territory that was to become Princeton was part of the
Naguag Purchase, which was incorporated as the Town of Rutland in 1714. The Naguag Purchase, atwelve-mile section
of wilderness, was acquired from members of the Native American Nipmuck tribe in 1686 by a private group of English
colonists, who were mostly from the Massachusettstown of Lancagter. No settlers cameto occupy the land therefor
many yearsdue to political uncertainty inthe colony and due to Native American aggresson in the region between 1675
and 1713,

It was not until 1742 that the future town of Princeton would get itsfirst settler. In that year Joshua Wilder of Lancagter
settled in the "Eagt Wing" of Rutland (near the intersection of Gleason and Houghton roads), a short digance south of
where the village of Eadt Princeton later grew up. Other settlers followed Wilder in the 1740s and 1750s Asearly as
1754 two sttlers had dready built their housesin the locality known as Potash. A southern section of Potash would later
become aportion of Eagt Princeton.  This saction can be ssen on the Blake map (lllustration # 6) south of Baker's
Meadow. The part that became Eagt Princeton can be identified on the map by the mill on the brook east of Baker's
Meadow and by the housssof E. Keyes, J. Keyes and O. Welch.

Over the years, the origina town of Rutland was subdivided to form parts or dl of severd towns. Princeton,
Hubbardston, Barre, Oakham, Paxton, and the present town of Rutland. The first stgp toward Princeton's independence
from Rutland occurred in 1759. In that year, the "Eagt Wing" and the adjoining "Watertown Farms' sections of Rutland
were combined to form an independent district. People living in those parts of town had complained that the Rutland
meeting house was too far awvay for them to travel conveniently to Sunday meetings. This indgpendent district was
known as Prince Town, named in honor of the Rev. Thomas Prince of Bogton (1687-1771), who was the largest
landholder in the area District gdatus alowed resdents to establish their own religious congregation and to build a
meeting house, but did not allow them separate political representation.  Inhabitants of the Prince Town district continued
to agitate for separation from the mother town, and finally, in 1771 the district was incorporated as the Town of Princeton.

INDUSTRY IN NORTHERN WORCESTER COUNTY

The rocky soil and a@bundant timber found in northern Worcester County towns like Princeton mede farming less
successful there than in other sections of the sate. However, these same regiond characterigtics encouraged  the early
devdopment of lumbering and woodworking enterprises in these places. Asareault, northern Worcester County towns

(CONTINUED)
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soon cameto dominate the statéswoodworking indugtries. During the 18th and early 19th centuries, farmers of this rocky
land often supplemented their earnings by making chairs by hand. By the early 19th century, chairmaking shops hed been
edablished indmog every town inthecounty. In 1820, Princeton's adjoining neighbor town of Sterling was the
chairmaking center of the region with ayearly production of 70,000 chairs. Inthe year 1832, two chair mekers produced
12,000 chairs inthe town of Princeton. Eagt Princeton village began itslife as a chairmaking center in the 1840swhena
waterpowered chair factory began operation there.

During the early years of the 19th century, thelndustria Revolution transformed what had begun as asmdl artisand
enterprise into a highly successful manufacturing business for this region. Waterpower and industrialized production
methods aso changed the geography of Centra Massachusetts chairmaking in the mid-19th century. As early as 1830,
the growth of chairmaking in the town of Gardner, Massachusetts was spurred by the adoption of waterpower. By that
date, chair shops inthe Gardner villages of West Gardner and South Gardner were using waterpower-operated machinery
to goesd up production and lower the cost of making chairs. By the late 1840sthe impetus of waterpower hed mede chair

manufacturing the bads of the Gardner's economy. Within only a short time Gardner far outstripped other areatowns ssa
chairmaking center.

During the second half of the 19th century Princeton's neighbor. Sterling, logt itstitle as the region's chairmaking center.
By then, Gardner had achieved twice Sterling's vaue of production and over four times its number of employess.
Gardner's success was due not only to waterpower but dso to innovations in mechanization, the streamlining of
production, and skillful merchandizing introduced by theloca firm of Heywood Brothers. Linking thetown to the
emerging railroad sysem gave further strength to its marketing ability. By the turn of the 20th century, Gardner was sad
to be the largest manufacturer of chairs, not only in this country but dso inthe world. 3,500 persons were employed in
the furniture industry there in the 1920s

During the mid-19th century industrid-scae chairmaking and woodworking aso took important roles in the economies of
the neartby area towns of Ashburnham, Hubbardston, Westminger, Winchendon, Templeton, and Princeton. Chair-,
furniture-, and toy-making was a progperous business in northern Worcester County during the late-19th and early-20th
centuries. The Great Depression of the 1930s struck  the New England furniture industry awounding blow. Princeton's
lagt chair company cdosed inthe 1940s By the end of the 20th century, antiquated facilities and southern competition
gradualy overwhdmed even many of the largest chair and furniture manufacturers inthe world dass chairmaking center
of Gardner. Neverthdess, chair and furniture making still survives on asmdl scae inthe region today.

INDUSTRY IN PRINCETON

Princeton's streams and hilly terrain made the town a suitable location for smal waterpowered indugtries. Historically, the
town's rocky land was covered with forests that supplied hard wood for its sav mills and chair factories. Princeton's
rocky hills dso sarved as the source of loca stone used in building the duiceways, bridges, and footingsfor the sawv mills
and factories dong its waterways. Y et, even a the height of the success of the Industrial Revolution, the town never
became amajor manufacturing center.  Its growth was limited by its waterpower capacity, natural resources, and less
favorable trangportation routes. Even aslae asthe early 20th century, the town's industries were still concentrated in
smdl rural manufacturing villages, such as Eadt Princeton.

(CONTINUED)
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Early Industry

In 1751 Oliver Davis established Princeton's first water-powered mill, asav mill, a a ste on the east branch of the Ware
River in the northwest section of town, neer the Hubbardston town line. The same men later built a grist mill neerby.
Over time other saw and grist mills were placed dong the town's four major waterways. Textile mills, athough not
particularly long-lived, were operated here duringthe early 19th century. In 1820 afulling mill was dso in operationin
town.

Chair Manufacturing

Princgton's indudtries in 183 incdluded one manufacturer of cotton shirting, two tanners, two chairmakers, one
manufacturer of boots and shoes and one producer of padm leaf hats and sraw braid. Of the two unidentified
chairmakers, one was gpparently an artisan chairmaker while the other seamsto have operated a waterpowered chair

factory. The artisan, working with two helpers, produced 1,500 rocking chairs in ayear (some of imported mahogany).
The chair manufacturer had five hepers and mede 10,500 "common chairs' of pine, maple, and birch woods. Common

chairs were inexpensive chairs with wooden seets Both producers sold their wares mostly in Massachusetts and Rhode
Idand.

The first water-powered chair factories intown are said to have been established inthe 1840s on Keyes Brook in Eagt
Princeton. However, the cenaus figures listed above suggest that chairs may have been manufactured by waterpower in
Princeton even earlier. It isnot known where that earlier factory might have bean located.

Due both to regiond tradition and to the successful examples of the chairmaking industry in the adjoining town of Sterling
and nearby Gardner, it is no surprise to find that chairmaking became a successful industry in Princeton. The opening of
these Princeton chair factories occurred es Sterling chairmakers seerched for better waterpower sources.  Deprived by
topography of suitable waterpower dtesfor expangon intheir own town, Sterling manufacturers hed to look dsawhere in
order to increase their productionto meet growing competition from other chairmakers in the region. The Princeton chair
factories successfully met the expectations of their operators. For nearly seventy years chair manufacturing was an
important part of Princeton's economy. By 1895 the Massachusetts Cenaus listed Princeton's industries as two furniture
manufacturers, one manufacturer of wood and paper boxes, three builders, one maker of carriages and wagons, two food
preparation enterprises, and one maker of metd and metalic goods.

The success of the Eagt Princeton chair companies was certainly fueled by the arrival of railroads through Sterling inthe
1840s. The Fitchburg & Worcester Railroad begen serving Sterling in 1845 and the Worcester & Nashua Railroadin
1848. By 1866 the Boston, Clinton & Fitchburg Railroad was opened through Sterling. In 1870 the Boston, Barre &
Gadner Railroad began serving Princeton itself

EARLY EAST PRINCETON AND INDUSTRY ON KEYESBROOK

Little is known of the Eagt Princeton area during the 18th century period, either before or after the formation of the town
of Princeton. There was no clustered settlement here during the 18th century. However, it is dear that the waterpower
potentia of Keyes Brook was an early attraction. An abrupt fall on the brook a Eagt Princeton provided a good
waterpower source. At an unspecified 18th century date, a grist mill is bdieved to have operated on the north sde of
Keyes Brook and on the west sde of Gleason Road a the gpproximate dite of the Stuat/ Temple-Stuart Chair Factory Site.
MHC #919, Map#42. Itisthought that an 18th century saw mill dso occupied the ste of the Mark Wilder Saw

(CONTINUED)
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Mill/Temple-Stuart Paint Shop Site, MHC #921, Map #42. These may have bean the same saw and grist mill mentioned
in a 1781 desd (Book 84/147) from William Spooner, gentleman, of Merrimack, Hillsborough County, New Hampshire,
to Jonathan Martin, of Wilton, Hillsborough County, New Hampshire. The person or personswho operated these mills
have not been identified. Accounts of Princeton history assodiae the names Spooner and Martin with this site. |t is
unclear, however, whether either of these men ever operated mills herethemsdves or whether they merely owned theland
on which they stood.

John Keyes Saw and Grist Mill

According to the Princeton House File (Keyes, card # 3) a man named Martin sold the mills a this site to John Keyes in
dbout 1794. This reference may be to a 1792 deed (recorded in 1794) from Jonathan Martin conveying to John Keyesa
forty-acre portion of the so-cdled "Spooner Farm." It is possible that Keyes dready owned the mill ste by the 17905
dnce a 1781 desd (Book 91/36) conveyed to him 550 acres with "buildings standing thereon." The grantors of the desd
were Jonathan Martin, Jacob Abbot, and Samud Dodge of Hillsborough County, New Hampshire. This property
consaged of part of "Potash Farm™ and included the same land William Spooner hed sold to Jonathan Martin only months
earlier. The Blake mgp (Illustration # 6) showing early Princeton land divisions indicates that the locality of Potash
included the site of Keyes mill. The deed from Spooner to Martin mentionsthat on this land sood "Dwelling houses Sawv
mill & Grigtmill." Further research will be necessary to confirm that Keyes owned these mill Stesas early as 1781.

Current ressarch has not shown exactly how long John Keyes was in business & his mill ste on Keyes Brook. Itis,
presumably, due to his milling operations that Keyes Brook got itsname. However, the Federd Census of Manufactures
for 1820 and randomly checked available Princeton tax records, which begin in 1822, make no mention of Keyes
ownership of a mill or of his operation of a mill inPrinceton. A deed (284/425) conveying John Keyes homesteed to his
N, AMos, in 1831 indicates that the sixty-six acre farm that he owned a that time included a "corn mill."  Further
reseerch may show that Keyes himsdf did not operate either of the mills. He may, ingead, have been the owner of land
on which stood amill operated by someone dse.

EARLY SETTLEMENT PATTERNSIN EAST PRINCETON

MAJOR ROUTES OF TRAVEL

No major routes of travel seam to have exiged inthe early 18th century through the area that would later become Eat
Princeton. Nonethdess, a section of Redemption Rock Trail (Massachusetts Route 140) north of the village was an
actively used link through Princeton with the town of Lancagter to the northeast. It is likely that there was access from
that route to the mills on Keyes Brook a an 18th century date.  Likewise there mugt have bean routes leading there from
Sterling, as well. The route of Main Street through the village is shown on Merriam's 1830 map. By & lesst as early as
1851 it had been designated acounty road.

Leomingter Road mugt have sarved in the late 18th and early 19th centuries as alocal route of travel between the farms of
John and Ephraim Keyes, who hed settled herein the 1780s or 1790s It is shown as an official road on the 1830 Merriam
mgp of Princeton.

Gleason Road seamsto have served for locd travel during the early 19th century. It was not yet shown as aroad on the
1830 Merriam map. This route was described in 1832 as the road leading from John Keyes to James Brown's. Janes
Brown, S., owned afarm further south on thisroad. Gleeson Road is shown as an official road on the 1857 mep.
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The section of Route 31 that intersects Main Street & the northern end of the Eagt Princeton Village Historic District was
not put through until 1871. In 1870 its route was only shown with dotted lines on the Worcester County Atlas map.

CENS TY O- THE EARLY SETTLEMENT

Almogt al of the cusomers a John Keyes saw and grist mills would have traveled some distance to get there, Since, even
& lae as 1830, Princeton wes till atown of scattered farms.  Even in the town center a that date there wes little
clugered settlement.  Within the boundaries of the presant Eagt Princeton only a few houses were stlanding by 1830. As
was typical dsawhere inthe town & that time, those few houseswere not dugtered together inavillage or hamlet setting.
Insteed, they were mostly independent farmateads located some distance gpart from one another.

LOCATIONS OF THE EARLIEST KNOWN DWELLINGS

Because the 1830 Merriam map of Princeton shows only roads, magjor landmarks, and mills, there is no contemporary
record of the residential development of East Princeton a that date. However, historian Francis Blake published a verson
of Merriam's mgp with an overlay of settlement information (Illustration #6). On that mep are included what he believed
were the locations of houses and their owners in 1830 as well s earlier land divisions and Province Grants for Princeton.
According to Blakes map, there were possibly as many as six housssand a school in Eagt Princeton in 1830. The Keyes
brothers, John and Ephraim, owned two of the houses There dso exigted a that time the house of Danid Baker (112
Main Street, MHC # 65; Map # 4, ca 1805, Federd), and the house (no longer standing) of Baker's son-in-law. Orange
Welch. Wedch'sfarm was in the vicinity of 38 and 46 Main Strect. Mgps#48 & 47, a the oppodte end of Main Street
from Baker's. The houseof E. N. Hager (1800-1886) may have sood on the west sde of Main Street on the gpproximeate
ste of the Brown-Keilty-Cotton House. 101 Main Street, MHC # 66, Map # 10. JanesBrown, J., may dso have had a
mill (no longer sanding) (see below under Brown Chair Factory) a the Brown Chair Factory Site. MHC # 927, Map #15.

EARLY SETTLERS

Although everyone living in Eagt Princeton during the late-18th and 19th centuries was not family kin, severd of the
households were reated by blood or marriage.  The Keyes family and their relations played an important role in the
community for severd generations.

John Keyes (1753-1839), is the earliest sdttler to be identified with the devdopment of a village a Eagt Princeton.
Although it hes not been possible to carry out deed reseerch thorough enough to undersand exactly how land division
occurred here, it ssamsthat subdivision of Keyes family land holdings played an important role in the development of the
village. The persdgtence of the influence of the Keyes family inthe village over time mug dso have provided a sanse of
historical continuity and pride of place here.

A digtant cousin of pioneer Princeton settler, Robert Keyes, John Keyes was born the son of John and Abigail (Livermore)

Keyes in the nearby town of Boylston. He married Lucy Hde (ca 1757-1850) (possibly of Winchendon) and first went to
Wilton, New Hampshire. They settled in Princeton in 1781. The Blake verson of the 1830 Princeton map shows John

Keyes house (no longer standing) a a location just north of the ste of hismill in the gpproximeate position of the Joseph
M. Stuart/John H. Stuart House. 70 Main Strest (Map # 27). It is possble that Keyes house good on the same Site as

someof the buildings cited in the 1781 dead for his 550-acre purchese in Princeton.
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John Keyes influence in the village survived well after his death, since several of his children and later descendants
continued to live in East Princeton in adulthood (children are indicated with black dot, grandchildren with open dot,
great-grandchildren with a black square):

e Jotham (1780-1866), John's son, was living on the family homestead with his father until 1831.

e Amos (1792-1880), ancther son, who acquired his father's homesteed farm in 1831, is bdieved to have operated a
tavern in Eagt Princeton a an s yet unidentified date. He was later a chair and furniture manufacturer here and
built himsdf ahouse & 46 Main Street. Map # 47. Hisfactory (no longer sanding) stood acrossthe street from
his house. Map # 50 shows the generd location of the factory. Through Amaos Keyes, successve generaions of
the Keyes family continued to participate in the life of the East Princeton community.

0 Ezra Sawyea Keyes (b.1820), Amos son, dso carried on a chair budness for some time opposte his
house & 38 Main Street, Map # 49, (see below for Amos and Ezra Sawvyer Keyes Factory).

e Atwood Beaman Keyes (b.I850), son of Ezra S Keyes and Abigail F. Beaman Keyes (1823-1876),
was a wheelwright, carriage painter, and photogrgpher carrying on his business in his grandfather's
former chair factory building in 1898 (sse bdow for Amosand Ezra Sawyer Keyes Factory).

0 AmosHervey Keyes (b. 1824), another of Amos sons, is shown on the 1870 mgp as owner of all or part of
his father's chair factory. In 1881 it was known as A. H. Keyes & Son. The identity of the son with
whom he was associated is not known. In 1898 A. H. Keyes was the owner of the former home of his
brother, Ezra, & 38 Main Strest, (s2 bdow for Amosand Ezra Sawyer Keyes Factory).

0 Pee Kendall Keyes (b.1819), Amos ddest son, gopearsto have owned his father's house in 1898. Itis
assumed that the name of the owner Kendall & Keyes shown on the 1898 map is a mistake and refersto
the name of the son.

0 Chales Nelson Keyes (b.1830), another son of Amos, owned the house & 74 Main Street. Map # 25, in
1898. Current ressarch hes not indicated whether or not either of thesetwo lagt named sonsactually lived
in Eag Princeton.

e Lucy (1783-1850) and Phebe (1795-1870), daughters of John, bought the house a 109 Main Street. Map # 5,
where they lived, from Samud M. Baker (son of Danid Baker) in 1843.

e Mosss (b.1797), John's youngest child, a carpenter-joiner, gpparently lived a 109 Main Street with Phebe after
Mary's degth, and was shown as owner in 1870. Mases married Hannah Baxter in 1823, Princeton vital records
through 1849 list no children bom to this couple.

Ephram Keyes (1761-1837), John's brother, dso settled in Eagt Princeton. Hishouse, which still gandsa 35 Leomingter
Road, (MHC # 15, Map #41, ca 1790-1830, Federd) may have been buih about the time of his marriage in 1790 to Sdlly
Geary (1767-1757) of Boylston. This house gopears to be the oldest house in the Eat Princeton Historic Digtrict.
Physica invegtigation and further documentary research will be nesded to confirm or deny this belief

Descendants of Ephraim Keyes adso continued to live in Eagt Princeton after him { children are indicated with a black dat,
grandchildren are indicated with an open dot). Ephram Keyes house remained in the family for two more generations,
untill93l:
e Slas Keyes (1791-1877). Ephraim's son, was owner in 1857 and 1870. Silas married first Julia Brooks
(d.I836) in 1821 and second Martha Keyes of Boylston (d. 1873) in 1836.
0 Henry Fuller Keyes. Silas and Marthas youngest child, who had been bom in the housein 1849, was
owner in 1898,
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Henry Fuller Keyes sgter remained in the village dso:
0 AddineKeyes (b.1827), daughter of Silas, married Laban Cushing of Fitchburg in 1847. In 1857 he
owned the Cushing-Matthews-Keyes House 74 Main Strest (Map# 25 ). It may have been buih a
about the time of their marriage. 1t gopearsthat this isthe same property owned by Cushing that was
referred to in an 1851 dead for the "old Tavern Farm." In 1870 this house was the property of E. T.
Matthews and in 1898 it bd onged to Charles Nelson Keyes (grandson of John Keyes).

e Abigal (b.1795), a daughter of Ephram Keyes, seans d0 to have lived in Eag Princeton a6 an adult. Se

married Jonathan Whitcomb of Stow, Massachustts, in 1816. It may be that he isthe J. Whitcomb who isshown

& owner of the Cotton Tavern/'Whitcomb House 67 Main Stregt, Map # 31, in 1870. However, J. Whitcomb

could dso be Josgph Whitcomb or James Whitcomb, both of whom are known to have lived in Eagt Princetonin

the lae 19* century. Family rdationships of these various Whitcombs are not dear snce little Whitcomb
biographical and genedlogica information hes 0 far been found.

0 Miss J Whitcomb, presumebly a granddaughter of Ephram, was the owner of the Cotton

Tavern/Whitcomb House in 1898.

Relaed to the Keyes by marriage was another Eagt Princeton inhabitant:

ElishaN. Hager (1800-1886), an early Eadt Princeton settler, was born in Princeton, the son of Abram and Thankful
(Newton) Hager. Hiswife, Mary Keyes (1801-1886), whom he married in 1823, was the sgter of Slas Keyes second
wife, Martha (Keyes) Keyes. In 1854 their daughter, Martha, married S F. Sawin, probably Samud Francis Sawin
(b.1826). In 1898 Sawin owned the housea 8 Leominger Road (Map # 45) in Eadt Princeton.

Although not related to the Keyes, the Baker family dso played arole in the early history of the areax

Danid Baker (1777-1876), one of the earliest settlers of Eagt Princeton, was the son of Nathan and Mary Beker of the
adjoining town of Westminger. Baker, a blacksmith, married Lydia Miller of Westminger in Princeton in 1805. His
house in Eagt Princeton (Daniel Baker House. 112 Main Stregt, MHC # 65, Map # 4, ca.l800) may have been buih a
about the time of his marriage. The Blake adaptation of the 1830 Princeton magp shows Baker as the owner in 1830. The
fresh meadow north of his house is shown on the 1830 and 1857 mgpsas Baker's Meadow. According to a desd (495/79)
for a nearby property, Baker owned a blacksmith shop. Its location is not described precisdly, dthough it ssemsthat it
was near his house (or part of hishouse?).

Danid Baker died & an advanced age in Hillsborough, New Hampshire. He was no longer living in Eagt Princeton by
1857 when his house is shown on the Worcester County map as the property of "Brown." In 1870 it bedonged to Josiah
Carter Brown, the son of James Brown and the brother of William H. Brown. The owner in 1898 was Mrs. M. Shaw.

Danid Baker's daughter, Lorinda (b. 1806) married Orange Welch in 1830. Welch and his brother, Slas, who were
chairmakers, were both living in Eagt Princeton in the late 1820s Orange Welch is shown on the Blake version of the
1830 mep as the owner of abuilding located a the north end of Main Street a the gpproximate location of 38 or 46 Main
Street, Maps#48 & 47.

(CONTINUED)
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MID-19TH CENTURY GROWTH OF EAST PRINCETON VILLAGE

A few aurviving buildings ssem to have bemn built in Eag Princgton during the decade betwean 1830 and 1840.
Cheever-Havton House

The Cheever-Hayton House 25 Leomingter Road, MHC # 45; Map # 39, Federd, may have been buih around 1830. The
andl size of the house and its Federd gyle trim are compatible with an 1830s date of construction. First ssen on the
1857 map, it was then the property of a Mrs. Cheever. She was probably Polly (Penniman) Cheever (1798-1872), the
widow of Bartholomew Cheever, 2nd (1791 -1846). Itisnot clear whether the housewas built by the Cheevers or whether
it existed before their ownership. In ay case it seams likely to have been built well before 1846, the date of
Bartholomew Cheever's degth.

Cotton Tavern/J. Whitcomb House
Anather building possibly buih during the 1830sisthe Cotton Tavern/JWhitcomb House. 67Main Stregt, MHC #61,
Map #31, Federd, 1790-1835. No indication of a date of operation for the tavern hes been discovered sofar.

The architectura style of the building suggests that it might have bean built between about 1790 and 1835. It ssas
unlikely thet it datesfrom later than about 1835. Since no tavern or public house is shown on Blakes version of the 1830
map, it may have been built or began operation after 1830. ThisMain Stregt building is referred to as the Cotton Tavern
on the mgp drawn by R.S. Allen for the Princeton Historical Society (1987). Yet current research hes not discovered who
Cotton was or when he might have run it. A Micah Cotton (cal 820-1896), father of William Cotton who lived inthe
Brown-Keilty-Cotton House, may have lived in Eagt Princeton as early as the 1840s

Some duesto the higtory of the tavern are found in an 1851 desd (476/550) for a piece of property across the road from
the tavern. That document notesthat the land on the northwest corner of Main Street and Leominster Road hed been part
of the so-cdled "old Tavern farm" and that "the public house recently thereon" had been "kept by Amos Keyes" No
mention is made of ay earlier tavernkegpers.  The phrase "public house recently thereon" suggeststhat the tavem hed
been moved off of that land recently. It ssams likely that Amos Keyes tavern was moved across the dreet to 67 Main
Street.  Eagt Princeton mgps show no building & the 67 Main Street location before 1857, yet visua features of bath
sections of the house & 67 Main Stret Suggest possible 18* century dates of congtruction. These facts lend credenceto
the belief that the building might have been moved from ancther location. A possible date for its move is about 1850.
Further documentary research and physical examination will be required to confirm or deny this assumption.  Additional
research is recommended dso because it may provide for abetter undergtanding of the dates of operation of the tavern ad
of its role in the growth and development of Eagt Princeton. A good source for initial ressarch would be 19th century
Worcegter County licensesfor taverns and gores selling acoholic beverages.

Amos Keyes (1792-1880), mentioned above, was the son of early Eagt Princton settler and landowner, John Keyes.
Blake's verson of the 1830 mgp shows nho tavern in Eagt Princeton a that date, suggesting that it may not have been
edtablished until some time after 1830. Amos Keyes acquired full ownership of his father's homesteed in 1831, after
which he might have opened atavern (possibly in the old John Keyes homesteed). By the 1850s Amos was involved in
chairmaking and his dwelling and chair shop still sand further eest & 46 Main Street. Map # 47 (see below under A. ad
E. S Keyes).

(CONTINUED)
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Taverns played an important role in community life in the largely rurd era of the 18th and early 19%th centuries. They
were places where news was shared among community members and gleened from travelers stopping aong the way.
They were the setting for local politics and often represented the only commercid establishments inamdl villages. It may
be that this tavern was among the first commercia establishments to operate in Eagt Princeton. Before there were enough

people to support full-fledged gtores here, the tavern may have provided purchasable necesstieson aandl scde. This
often was the case dsewhere in New England.

The first occupant of the former tavemn after its move across the strest may have been H. Worthington (Withington?).

Although the mep is hard to read, it gopearsthat he was shown as the owner on the 1857 mep. J. Whitcomb isclearly
inscribed as owner on the 1870 map. MissJ. Whitcomb owned it in 1898.

In the late 1980sthe property belonged to the Clinton Savings Bank where there was an office in one half of the building
and gpatments inthe remaining half. Today it servesas atwo-family dwelling.

THE EXPANSION OF INDUSTRY ON KEYES BROOK

During the middle years of the 19th century, life on Keyes Brook began to change from arura settlement to an industrial
village as the chairmaking industry took hold here. By 1857 there were as many as four chair shopsand a saw mill
operating in Eagt Princeton.

Stuart Chair Factorv

Princeton's chairmaking industry is believed to have gotten its gart in 1841 when Jossph M. Stuart bought John Keyes
waterpower site and began making chairs in Eagt Princeton.  Additiona chair factories and a saw mill were soonin
busnessnearby. The first and mog long-lived of the Eagt Princeton chair factories, this enterprise was operated over

time by sevard genearaions of Stuart family members. Ultimately it survived on into the 20th century, outliving other
Ead Princeton chair shops.

Joseph Mirick Stuart (b.1815) who founded this chairmaking operation was the son of Benjamin Stuart, J. (1793-1868),
an experienced chair manufacturer who had bean active in the adjoiningtown of Sterling snce as early as the mid-1820s.
The father's chair mill and sawmill were stuated very near the Princeton town linea his farm on Stuart's Pond (sse MHC
Area Form for Benjamin Stuart's home and the gte of his sawmill, Stuart-Williams Farm, 105-108 Justice Hill Road
Cutoff, Sterling, MA) inalocality inthe northwest section of Sterling known as Justice Hill. 1t seams that, in an effort to
meat competition, Benjamin Stuart expanded his operation by assiging his son, Josgph, in opening achair factory in Eagt
Princeton. Further sudy is necessary to understand Benjamin'srole and to identify the business and practical

relationships between the father's Sterling operation and that of the son in Eagt Princeton.

(CONTINUED)
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Stuart Chairmaking in Eagt Princeton in the Mid-19th Century

By 1850 Jossph M. Stuart & Company was producing 20.000 chairs or more ayear a Eagt Princeton. It
sarslikely that the production number of 75,000 recorded for the company by the 1850 Federd Cenaus of
Manufacturesis incorrect and should have bean written 25,000. The vaue of the chairs produced that year was
listed a5 $12,000. With aproduction of 25,000 chairs, the vaue per chair would have been forty-eight cents.
Thisvaue isclosdy comparable to the vaue of fifty centseech for chairs mede by Eagt Princeton competitor,
J. & W. H. Brown, in that same year. With a 75,000 chair production the individual vaue would have bean 20
amal as to have been unlikely.

Stuart's Eadt Princeton factory employed twelve handsin 1850. Donna Baron's May 1993 article on Worcester County
furniture makers published in The Magazine Antiqueslists severd  Princeton chairmakers living in the household of
Joseph Stuart.  Joseph gpparently lived in Eagt Princeton during the period of his involverment with the Eagt Princeton
chair factory. Benjamin Stuart continued to live in Sterling. It is undear where Joseph Stuart actually lived, since he
owned severd properties here. Heowned alarge housea 70 Main Street. Map # 27, acottege a 11 Leominster Road.
Map # 36, and atwo-family house & 66 Main Street. Map # 32. Itislikely that he lived a 70 Main Street becauseit is
the mogt imposing of these houses and because there would seem to have been ample room for boarding chairmakers.

It ssamslikey that Josgph Stuart got the raw materid for making chairs in Eagt Princeton from afamily enterprisein
Sterling. Benjamin Stuart owned asawvmill & Stuart's Pond on Judtice Hill in Sterling operated by his brother, Raph
(1795-1872), during this same period (sse MHC AreaForm for Raph Stuart's home, Stuart-Nelson Farm, 34 Lucas Road,
Sterling, MA). The dam a Stuart's pond gppears to have bean raised in 1857, enlarging the pond and providing a more
congdant supply of waterpower for the enterprise. The 1860 Federd Cenausof Manufactures for Sterling indicates that the
Stuarts were turning out 150,000 planks and 600,000 pieces of turned work per yeer there. These facts suggest that this
sawmill probably supplied lumber (and possibly someturned pieces) for the successful Eagt Princeton chairmaking
operation. The Federd Cenaus of Manufacturesfor 1850 liststhe raw materids used for the Eagt Princeton operation. |t
a0 indicates that rough stock and lumber were supplied to the Eagt Princeton factory, where it was turned on lathes or
otherwise worked into wooden seatsor other chair parts. The 1860 census namead "Pine plank. Ok & other" as theraw
materids. The Sterling sawmill may have continued as amajor supplier for the factory for many yeers. The Sterling
operation gopears to have been run as asawmill by Stuart family members as late as 1880, when it was still owned by
Benjamin's youngest son, John H. Stuart.

John H. Stuart (1823-1893) joined the chairmaking business in partnership with his father and brother, gpparently in the
1850s The company then was known as Benjamin Stuart & Sons When Josgph Stuart withdrew from the partnership to
moveto New Y ork before 1860, the firm name was changed to B. & J. H. Stuart.  The 1860 Federd Cenaus of
Manufactures reports that in that year the Stuarts, with acapita invesment of $8,000, manufactured 150.000 chairs
vaued a $20,000 and 12,000 setteesvaued a $2,400. Twenty adult mae handswere employed & atota yearly
expenditure of $600 in wages.

Stuart Chairmaking in the Late 19th and Early 20th Centuries

At sometime before 1870 John H. Stuart, took over the Eagt Princeton chairmaking busness and the sawmill in Sterling.
The 1870 atlas shows the Eagt Princeton chair factory as "'J. H. Stuart Chair Factory”. An 1881 advertisement
(Mustration # 12) liststhe company by that same name and incdludes the addresses of Boston warerooms that sold their
product. By 1880 with acapita invesment of $7,000 the company was operating with fifteen mae hands, three of whom
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were younger than the age of fifteen, and were producing chairs and furniture valued a $30,000 pa year. Wages were
reported to average & about $1.60 per day. After the death of John H. Stuart in 1893, his son, Arthur L. Stuart (b.| 867),
sucocesded him. - The firm then became known asthe A. L. Stuart Company.

In 1904 the busness was incorporated as Temple-Stuart, uniting the A. L. Stuart Company with the Temple & Stuart
Company acrossthe road (see below). During this latter period, the new corporation manufactured chairs and settess in
an expanded plant. When the factory burned in 1910, Temple-Stuart moved from Eagt Princeton to the town of
Baldwinville, Massachusetts The company manufactured chairs and case goods in Baldwinville until 1990, when it went
out of busgness. Temple-Stuart was bought in 1991 by Roxton, aCanadian company, which now manufacturesfurniture
in Waterloo, Ontario, Caneda under the name Roxton/Temple/Stuart.

Surviving Buildings Associated with the Stuart Factory

Since the Stuart factory was destroyed by fire, only stonework, evidence of its waterways, and archaeologica remains
survive a the manufacturing sites a the foot of "mill hill." However, buildings in the village proper do remain as
reminders of the prominence of the company in the community. Further reseerch is necessary to learn which of the
svad Stuart-owned houses in the village were home to Josgph M. Stuart and his successor, John H. Stuart. John Stuart's
on, Arthur L. Stuart, who succesded him, ssams to have lived in the Brown -Stuart House: 85 Main Street, which he
owned in 1898.

Properties in the village owned consecutively by Jossph M. Stuart and John H. Stuart ares

Stuart-French House. 11 Leomingter Road. MHC # 44. Map # 36. call840-1850. Greek Revivd

Thefirst identified owner of this house was Jossph M. Stuart, who was shown as its owner on the 1857 map. It isunclear
whether or not this house gands on atweve-acre lot that Josgoh M. Stuart bought in 1851. The gable-end form of the
house suggests a possibly earlier date of construction. Dead research may help explain itsearly history.

J M. Suart/J. H. Stuart House. 70 Main Street. MHC # 55. Magp # 27. 1851-1857. Greek Revival.

Joseph M. Stuart bought the property on which this house gandsin 1851. Heis shown as owner onthe 1857 map. The
Grek Reviva style of the house is compatiblewith an 1851-1857 date of congtruction. The imposing sze of thishouse
suggeststhat it may have been Stuart's resddence. He may have built such a large house not only to express his success in
business and to accommodate his family comfortably, but aso to allow room for chairmaker boarders (see above). This
property was owned by Ellen Stuart in 1898.

Stuart Double-House. Store, and Bam. 66 Main Strest. MHC # 56. 57. 127. Map # 32. ¢. 1850s Greek/Gothic Revival
This double house may have bean built to house employess of the Stuart factory or storekegpersof the adjoining company
dore. A gore associated with the chair factory (sse bdow under "Stores") occupied a gore building on the property. The
adjoining large barn sarved as an overnight depot for wagonloads of Stuart chairs (see Illustration # 13) that were taken
each day for shipping by railroad.

(CONTINUED)
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Brown Chair Factorv

JamesBrown. J. (1797-1862), dso began making chairs in Eagt Princeton. JamesBrown, ., was the son of James and
Abigail Brown who cameto Princeton from Sterling in 1791. The home of JamesBrown, S. still stands on Gleason
Road a short distance south of the historic district.  James, ., married Betsy Carter (d. 1877) of Princeton. Brown's Eagt
Princeton factory was located a short distance upgtream from the Stuart's factory a the Brown Chair Factorv Site. MHC #
927, Map# 15. just eedt of the Brown office and shop & B Main Street. MHC #70, Map # 14 .

Princeton historian Francis Blake gives the date of 1846 for Brown's sartup. However, on Blakes 1830 mgp the name of
James Brown, . isinscribed a the waterpower site where his chair manufactory was later built. Merriam's 1830 mep
depicts adam and millpond on the north side of Main Stret (llustration #6). 1t isuncear whether this impoundment was
smply part of the waterpower system built to assure a congtant supply of power to the mill a the Keyes site further
downgtream or whether it might have bean built specifically for amill a the Brown site. Both the 1857 and 1870 magas,
like the 1830 map, indicatethat adam on the north Sde of Main Street formed a pond that came right up to the north edge
of the dreet, providing the impoundment of water necessary for the operation of the Brown mill. Further research will be

required to determine whether the 1846 date is accurate or whether Brown may actually have been operating amill here a
amuch earlier date.

The 1820 Federd Census of Manufactures lists no chair manufacturers in Princeton. However, by 1832 a survey of
manufactures carried out for the U. S Treasury Department reported two unnamed chairmakers operating here, one

apparently working by hand and one who clearly was operating a water-powered factory. It is possble that the factory
operation might have been that of JamesBrown.

At whatever date James Brown, J., actualy began his Eagt Princeton operations, it may be that he, like Stuart, was
dready an experienced chairmaker in Sterling before he established himself on Keyes Brook. A JamesBrown, is
recorded as achairmaker in the town of Sterling in the 1820 Federd Cenaus of Manufactures. With a production of 5,000
chairs inthat year, he was one of the town's mogt prolific chair manufacturers. Only Joshua Reed, with 6,000, and Jod
Pratt, J., with 8,000. mede more chairsthan Brown. A Gibson Brown, probably Gilson Brown, the brother of James
Brown, J., was recorded in that same censuswith aproduction of 3,000 chairs per annum. Further investigation will be
required to determine whether or not the Sterling James Brown and the Princeton James Brown are the same person.
Alternatively, it could be that the Sterling James Brown was the father, James Brown, . (ca. 1760-1839).

William H. Brown (1821-1908) joined his father, amesBrown, J., as apatner in the Eagt Princeton chairmaking
busnessin 1849. In 1850, with acapita invesment of $7,000, they had eighteen adult mae hands producing 30,000
chairs per year valued a $15,000. In 1852 they were taxed for buildings vaued a $955, ningteen acres of land, nine
acres of woodland, a shop and storehouse vaued a $1,300 (possibly the building a 98 Main Street), a new house a $400
(possibly the Brown-Stuart House. 85 Main Sireet, Map # 18), $1,200 worth of stock in trade, and one cow, two horses,
and two carriages. The 1857 magp of the areais difficuhto read, s0, the position and number of buildings existing & the
Brown dSte a that date isnot clear. By 1860, with acapitd investment of $8,000, they had sixteen adult mae hands
producing 50,000 chairs per year vaued a $ 16,500.

(CONTINUED)
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In 1861 after fire destroyed the factory (end an adjoining grocery store presumed to have been part of their operation),
William took over the business, rebuihthe mill, and continued producing chairs. The rebuilt mill is ssen onthe 1870
Worcester County Atlas megp (Illustration # 7) s arectangular building straddling the brook. South of the mill, onthe
other d9de of the brook, was asmadler rectangular "dry houss' building. The company dosed permanently in 1877after
fire agan destroyed the mill. The 1898 Worcester County Atlas mep (Illustration # 8) indicates that by that datethe dam
that formed Brown's mill pond hed diminished in size

Surviving Buildings Associated with the Brown Factory

Since it was destroyed by fire, only the Brown chair factory ste with some stonework, the whed-pit for an overshot
waterwhed, and some of its channds and waterways survive. However, severd buildings that were associated with the
mill or with the Brown family are preserved in the village. They include:

Brown Office. Shop, and Barn. 93 Main Strest. MHC # 70. Map # 14. Grek Revival, ca 1840s

This modest building is believed to have served as the officeof the Brown chairmaking enterprise. Little isknown about
exactly how it was used. Ord history records that it was an officedowngars and achair factory upgtairs. Since it is not
known where James Brown lived, it may be that & one time this building was d0 his resdence. The barn may have
srved inaway smilar to the Stuart barn a 66 Main Street, where wagons (chair racks) of chairs were stored overnight
before the trip the next day to ship them by rail from Sterling.

William H. Brown-Arthur L. Stuart House. 86 Main Street. MHC #71. Mg # 18 Gresk Revival, ca1850-1857

This house was built a short distance eest of the mill as the home of William H. Brown. It gopears as the property of
William Brown on both the 1857 and 1870 maps  In 18938 it bedonged to the owner of the Stuart chair factory, A. L.
Stuart. Loca history notesthat Gamdid Beaman, an Impressionitic artist, owned the housein 1921.

The Queen Anne style wraparound porch (now endosed) may have been added in the late-19th century during its
ownership by Stuart.  Illugtration # 2 shows the house &s it looked in the early 20th century before late 20th century
dterations were mede.

Brown Employee Housing. 96, 98. 100 Main Strest. MHC # 69. 67. 68. Mgp # 12. 11. 10. Grek Revival. 1857-1870
(Photo # 4 & lllustration # 18)

Theethree Gresk Reviva style cottages, built by the Brownsfor chair factory employees, were probably all identical or
nearly identical. The lots on which they stand were undevdoped in 1857, but they are ssen on the 1870 map &s the
property of W. H. Brown. After the closing of the Brown mill, they were bought by individuals.

Brown-Keilty-Cotton House. 101 Main Street. MHC # 66. Mgp # 10. Federd, ca 1830-1857

This house was the property of William H. Brown in 1857. 1t may be the same property bought by Brown from William

H. Whitcomb in 1849 (466/589) and conveyed by desd to John Keilty, chairmaker, in 1858 (595/356). It is not known to

what use the house was put under Brown's ownership. He may have usad it, as he did the three Brown factory houses
nearby on Main Street, to house his employees. The 1870 mgp shows the house as the property of Keilty. By 1898 the

owner was William Cotton (probably William C. Cotton, cal858-1899, son of Micah Cotton). William Cotton's

grandparents were Mary Keilty Cotton and Offie Cotton. Current ressarch has not shown how Mary Keilty was related to

John Keilty. Both the Cottons and the Keiltys were natives of Irdland.

(CONTINUED)
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The Federd style features of the house suggest a date of congtruction possibly as early as 1830. The broad eaves of the
barn sauggest that it was probably added during the mid-19th century. A study of tax records could help clarify the date of
its construction.

Danid Baker House. 112 Main Strest. MHC # 65. Map# 4. Federd, ca.l800 (Photo # 2)

This house was owned by aBrown in 1857. In 1870 it was the property of Josah C. Brown, brother of JamesBrown, J.
It isnot known how it was usad a that time. It ispossible that it sarved as housing for one or more Brown employees. |t
is dso possible that it was the home of a Brown family member.

Mark Wilder Saw Mill

As early as 1847 the saw mill of Mark Wilder was operating a a site dong Keyes Brook, on the eest Sde of Gleason Road
(Mark Wilder/Reed-Matthews/ Temple-Matthews Temple-Stuart Chair Factorv Site. MHC #921, Map # 43). Wilder
remained in operation herefromthat year until some timein the late 1870s.  In 1852 he was taxed on buildings and mills
vaued a $1,100. 1860 tax records list his holdings as two mills, a house, a barn, and twenty-one acres of land & a total
vaue of $2,625 and $550 worth of sock intrade. According to the 1860 Federd Census of Manufacturesfor Princeton
he operated a saw mill that processed chestnut and pine wood, employing four hands. With acapita investment of $2,200
he was producing 900,000 boards and 900,000 shingles per year of a total vaue of $5,200. The 1870 map shows that he
was d0 operating aturning mill here & that date. His listing under "Manufacturers' on the Princeton map in the 1870
atlas describes his operation as "Saw, Turning and Threshing Mills, and Manufr of Shingles and Chair Stock."  In 1873
he was taxed for ahouse, barn, sawmill and shop, eight acresof land, sixteen acres of pasturdand, and livestock. Thereis
no mention of the use of the shop. The 1880 Federd Cenaus of Manufactures no longer listed him among Princeton's
manufacturing establishments since, by that date, the saw mill was owned by Reed & Temple (se below).

The 1870 Worcester County Atlas map (Illustration # 7) shows that Wilder's mill was a large complex, the largest of al of
those nearby in Eagt Princeton a that time. Straddling the brook was a building labded on the mep as "Saw & Tuming
Mills". Itsmain portion was on the north sde. Eadt of that, on the opposite bank of the brook, right a the water's edge,
was a sgparate smdler building that could have bean the second mill mentioned in tax records, a shop, or a sore house.

Wilder's residence gppeers to have been a house (no longer standing) on the eest Sde of Gleason Road on the south sde of
the brook, just south of the saw mill, (see the 1870 atlas map. Illugtration # 7, for itslocation. It isbelieved that the house
was destroyed in 1899 by the samefire that destroyed the sawmill.

No buildings associated with Wilder's enterprise are known to survive. All of the buildings a the saw mill ste were
degtroyed by firein 1899. A sscond fire a this Site destroyed the buildings that replaced the earlier ones (see below under
Temple & Suart and Temple-Stuart). No buildings associated with Wilder are beieved to have existed inthe village
proper.

Amosand Ezra Sawyer Keyes Chair Factories

The 1857 Worcester County Map shows two buildings (no longer standing) located on the south side of Main Street (Map
#49 & 50). They sood approximately opposite 38 Main Strest and 46 Main Street and were eech labdled as "Chair Mfy."
E .S Keyes (Ezra Sawvyer Keyes) owned the more eagterly of thetwo shops while the other was the property of A. Keyes
(Amos Keyes), his father. Neither of the Keyes enterprises is included on the 1860 Federd Cenaus of Manufactures.
Across the dreet from the two shops were the homes of Ezra S Keyes (38 Main Street. MHC #51, Map # 48, 1845,
Greek Revival) and AmosKeyes (46 Main Strest. MHC #48, Map # 47, cal840s-1857, Gresk Revival).

(CONTINUED)
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The Keyes manufacturing buildings gopear in the same positions on the 1870 megp (lllustrations # 7) as they did in 1857.
In 1857 both were identified as "Chair Mfy" (chair manufactory). Onthe 1870 map the eagterly building is labeled "Chair
Sh" (chair shop?), while the other is shown as "Char Facty" (chair factory). The chair factory is the larger of thetwo.
The difference in names for the buildingswould suggest different usesfor each. It would seem that the "factory" weas
equipped for the turning of chair parts and that the "shop" was usad for chair assambly (see Illustration # 10for aview of
a chair asambly shop). Such a scenario seamsto be supported by tax records. 1n 1873 Amos Keyes was taxed for a
house and mill vaued a $750, a dry house & $150, machinery a $200, two-and-a-half acres of land a $200, stock in
trade a $400, one horse, and acariage. Inthat ssameyear Ezra S Keyes was taxed for a house vaued & $600, abam a
$250, a shop a $150, twenty-five acres of land, etc., but no machinery or sock in trade.  The shop opposite 38 Main
Strest had been removed by 1898. An outbuilding & a dightly different location (see Illugtration # 8, 1898 map) hed
teken its place by that date. Neither that outbuilding nor the larger chair shop survives today. The lot opposite 38 Main
Street is now vacant. A modern house opposite 46 Main Stregt dands on the ste of the larger shop (42 Main Street. MHC
# 930, Map # 50).

If the factory/assembly shop distinction between the uses of the two Keyes shops is accurate, it, nevethdess, seamsthat
neither the factory nor the shop was provided with waterpower to run machinery. No magp shows either shop to be located
directly on the brook or on a duiceway from the brook. Manua turning methods could have been usd ingtead (see
[lustration # 10). Further research is necessary to understand how these chair shops operated.

According to available mgos Amos H. Keyes owned the larger shop in 1870. The Federd Cenaus of Manufacturesin
1880 shows that AmosH. Keyes was manufacturing chairs and furniturewith acapital investment of $1,000 and with six
adult male employees. Hisannua production was valued a $2,000. An 1831 advertissment (Illustration # 12) indicates
that his company was "A. H. Keyes & Son", manufacturers of parlor brackets, toys, and novelties in wooden ware.

Ezrds son, Atwood B. Keyes, owned the larger shop in 1898, carrying on there the business of whedlwright, carriage
painter, and photographer. Atwood B. Keyes was listed on the 1880 Manufacturing Cenaus as a whedlwright capitalized
a $600 with two employees and an annud product vaued & $900. Hiswork wes described as "Generd jobbing & new
work". An 1881 (lllustration # 12) advertisament dso lists him as a carriage painter with "specid attention to repairing
and jobbing". The same advetisement offers "Photogragphy in all its branches' and "Stereoscopic  Views taken of
Dwadllings and Public Buildings'.

See above under "Early Settlers' for genedlogicad information on the men associated with factoriesand businessesa these
gtes

DEVELOPMENT OF AVILLAGE AROUND THE CHAIR INDUSTRY
Before about 1841 there was little incentiveto growth in Eagt Princeton. 1t was the sucoess of the chair industry and the
sawv mill herethat led to the growth of the village of Eagt Princeton and to the construction of mogt of the buildings that
make up the village today. The moving of the Cotton Tavern (see above) and the devdopment of the "old Tavern farm” is
a reflection of the change from rural community to village that occurred during this period. New dwellings were buih to
house an increasing population. The district school, which hed originally served a neighborhood of dispersed farmsteads,
was enlarged and moved closer to the village center to better serve schoal childreninagrowing village. Severd dores st
up budgnessto supply daily necesditiesto an increasingly densdy settled community. By 1857 the settlement had grown
from the few dwellings shown on the 1830 Blake map to include s may &s thirteen houses a number of shops three
waterpowered mills, and an imposing Greek Reviva style school/meeting hal building.

(CONTINUED)
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DWELLINGS
With the exceptions of afew dwellings known to have been standing before 1841 and afew mid- and late-20th-century

houses, houses standing in Eagt Princeton today were nearly dl built between 184land 1870 (sse District Data Sheet).
Mog of those were built between 1841 and 1857.

The historical account written above illustrates the dose ties of family and/or work that existed in Eagt Princeton during
the 19th and early 20th centuries. Becausethere isno written history of Eagt Princeton, it hes been difficuh to leem about
the owners of many of the housssinthe village. Some housesfor which thejobs or family relationships of their owners
have been identified are listed above, either in the context of family relationships or in the context of a particular
company. Itisassumed that of those about whom research hes yet uncovered little information most hed some
associaion with chairmaking. They may have bean independent chairmakers themsaves or were probably employees of
alocal industry or busness. Future research will undoubtedly help to paint aclearer picture of the people who mede up
the life of thevillage.

SCHOOLS

Early Schools

The Prince Town district of the Town of Rutland is bdieved to have conducted itsfirst public schools inthe year 1764.
By about 1769 Prince Town had been divided into six school squadrons. These early schools were held in private homes
At sometime after the establishment of the Town of Princeton in 1771 school houseswere built in eech squadron. Y, it
appearsthat schoal still continued to be held in private homesin many squedrons.

Current research hes not shown when the first school housewas built in the Eagt Princeton neighborhood or exactly where
it was located. However, in 1830 School House # 3, which served the Eagt Princeton neighborhood, stood on a triangular
lot a the intersection of Route 140, Route 31, and Beaman Road (see Blakes 1830's map. Illustration # 6). That school
good on the gpproximate site of the present ice cream and sandwich shop a 221 Beamen Road (Map #1). Inabout 1843,
anew school house wes built a that same location.

A New School

Apparently reflecting the rapid growth of Eagt Princeton village inthe 1840s and 18505 the new 1843 school housewas
replaced fewer than ten years later. In 1852 the town voted to congtruct anew, much larger building using lumber from
the old schoal. A stylish new multi-purpose Gregk Reviva style building. Mechanics Hall. 104 Main Street, MHC # 18.
Map # 8, was built ashort distance eedt of the earlier school house. Both aschool and meeting hall were incorporated into
the same building, which cameto be known as Mechanics Hall. The Princeton Grange and the Eagt Princeton Village
Improvement Society met inthe hadl for many years. For aperiod of time abranch of thetown's public library was dso
located there. The Eagt Princeton School, the lagt district school operating in the town of Princeton, was still being held in
Mechanics Hall when itwas finally dosed in 1945.

BLACKSMITH SHOPS

An Early Blacksmith Shop

Blacksmith shopswere typically one of the first busnesses to gopeer in nascent New England villages during the late 18th
and early 19th centuries. Danid Baker (sse above), one of the earliest sattlers in what would become Eagt Princeton
village, may have been the first blacksmith here (Danid Baker House 112 Main Street, MHC # 65, Map#4). Baker

(CONTINUED)
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samsto have been living in Eagt Princeton by the early 1800s and to have left town before 1852, Current reseerch hes
not shown how long he was active as a blacksmith. An 1812 desd (183/195) refers to him as a blacksmith. An 1851
desd (495/80) refers to the exigence of his blacksmith shop a an unspecified location in the vicinity of hishouse Hewas
taxed for only two or three acres of land inthe 1830sand 1840s suggesting that he may have devoted mog of histimeto
his trade and did not havetime for farming a larger acreege. During the same period he was not taxed for a shop.

Mid- and Late-19th Century Blacksmith Shops

An Eadt Princeton blacksmith shop (no longer standing) is shown on the 1857 Worcester County map in a location south
of Main Street and a short digance eegt of Leominger Road, immediately eest of a now discontinued road there. The
name of the blacksmith is not given. By 1870 there were two blacksmith shopsinthe village. One was operated by J. P.
Wood a the location just described (Map # 43D). The other was the shop of JamnesC. Coburn & 90 Main Street (Map #
17). Wood was not included as a blacksmith on the Federd Ceanaus of Manufactures of 1880. Hewas listed inthe 18381

directory, but without reference to his trade. Occupations are not listed inthis directory. He is not shown on the 1898
dlas.

The only blacksmith shop to survivetoday in Eagt Princeton is:

James C. Coburn Blacksmith Shop. 90 Main Street. MHC 72. Map # 17. 1857-1870. Greek Revivd (Illustration # 19)
This property is seen on the 1870 and 1898 mgps as the property of J. Coburn.  James C. Coburn is included & a
blacksmith on the Federd Cenaus of Manufactures for the year 1830. The vaue of his product that year wes listed as

$10,000. Coburn still gppears as the owner of his property on the 1898 magp. It is not known whether he wes still
practicing histrade a that date.

It ssamslikely that both the Wood and Coburn blacksmith shops depended on the nearby miills for an important part of
their busness Blackamiths were vita to the maintenance of amill and its machinery, in addition to the important work
they did making and repairing iron tools, insruments, and hardware for villagers and farmers. The shops of both Wood
and Coburn were located nearly oppodte operating mills, emphasizing the likelihood of a collaboration with industry.
Wood's blacksmith shop was located neer both the Stuart and Wilder mills and Cobum's shop wias directly acrossthe road
from the Brown Chair Factory Mill.

The 1898 mgp shows the blacksmith shop of A. D. Davis on the south sde of Main Streat immediately eest of where
Keyes Brook crossesthe road (Map # 15A). No building survives a this dte today. 1t may be that Davis took over the
business of James Cobum, whose housewas acrossthe treet, and who may have retired by that date.

STORES

Early Stores in Princeton

The first sore inthe town of Princeton, operated by William Richardson, was opened about 1771 or 1772 & the foot of
the common inthe town center. During the late 18th century a store was in operation a Russl's Corner. In 1812 the
town'sfirst pogt office was housed inagore in that part of town. Another sore began operation in "West Village" in
about 1812, Itisnot cdear exactly how early agtore existed in Eagt Princeton.

East Princeton Stores

The growth of Eadt Princeton into a village was the result of the establishment of the first chair factory here in 1841.

Since there was little clustered settlement in & this location until the 1840sand after, there may have been no gore here

beforethat time. If agtore existed here before that, it might have been a smdl enterprise carried on in conjunction with
(CONTINUED)
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some other enterprise, such as Keyes mill, which would have drawn numerous customers, or possibly as part of the Cotton
Tavern (if in fact it was in operation before the 1840's).

The Union Store

Eadt Princeton's first sore may have bean the Union Store (J. A. Mirick House/Union Store, 78 Main Street, MHC # 58;
Map # 21, lllustrations 4A and 4B, 1842). According to the Princeton House File, the building was built in 1842 by J. A.
Mirick. The gtore is reported by The Princeton Story (1959) to have first opened in 1848 and is beieved to have bean

operated by Mirick. The 1870 atlas shows J. A. Mirick as the owner of this property, which included a gore and post
office.

In 1885 Warren Whitcomb becamethe proprietor of the store, which he operated until 1921. During mogt of Whitcomb's
ownership the Eagt Princeton pogt officewas housed inthe store, where it remained until 1984 (see Pogt Offices below).
lllugtration # 4A shows the dore as it gopeared some time before 1921. A circa 1959 photograph (Illustration # 4B)
shows it as the Eagt Princeton Country Store, a Red & White Food Store.

John A. Mirick (b.1821) was a nephew of Eunice Mirick Stuart, who was the mother of Eagt Princeton chair
manufacturers, Josgph M. Stuart and John H. Stuart.  Mirick's brother, Moses Hobbs Mirick, lived across Main Street
from the gore inthe Beaman-Mirick House. 77 Main Street, MHC # 60, Map # 22, Greek Revival, ca1850-1857.

Warren H. Whitcomb (b.l 852) was born in Princeton, the son of William H. Whitcomb and Susan (Amold) Whitcomb.
He married Anna C. Hagtings of Sterling. They had two children.

Brown's Store

Anacther store gppears to have been operated in Eagt Princeton village in conjunction with Brown's Chair Mill (no longer
ganding) (sse Brown'sChair Factorv Site. Map # 15, for the location of the mill). According to Blakes History of
Princeton, a grocery store adjoining the mill was bumed down in 1869 when the mill was destroyed by fire. No details of
its history or operation have been discovered.

Stuart's Store/Temple-Lamson Store

A smdl gore building iswedged between the two-family house and the barn & 66 Main Stret (Stuart/ Temple-Lamson
Store. MHC # 57, Map # 32, ca. 1848, dements of Gothic Revival?). A gore a this location is bdieved to date from the
1850s possibly as early as 1851 or 1852. A building a thislocationis listed on the 1857 Worcester County map as
bdongingto J. H. Stuart. The 1870 magp shows a dore a this addressowned by J. H. Stuart. However, the store building
a that time was sgt back in the northwest corner of the lot. Further reseerch is necessary to learn whether the earlier sore
building was moved to its present location or whether a new sore might have bean built. In 1898 the store sood in its
presant position and was operating as the Temple & Lamson Store.

The first owner of this sore ssemsto have been John H. Stuart (1823-1893), son of Benjamin Stuart, J. and brother of
Joseph M. Stuart, who etablished the first chair factory on Keyes Brook in Eagt Princeton in 1841 (see above under
"Stuart Chair Factory" for full information on Stuart). Stuart's home gppearsto have bean the Joseph M. Stuart/ John. H.
Stuart House. 70 Main Stret, MHC # 55; Map # 27), 1851-1857, Gresk Revival.

(CONTINUED)
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some other enterprise, such as Keyesmill, which would have drawn numerous customers, or possibly as part of the Cotton
Tavem (if in fact it was in operation before the 1840's).

The Temple & Lamson Store was gpparently the partnership of the hugbands of John H. Stuart's daughters, Janie and
Marion. Janie A. Stuart (b.1851) married John H. Templein 1869. Marion L. Stuart (b.1848) married Henry H. Lamson
in 1867. It is supposed that one or both of the men may have maneged the store for Stuart before they took it over
themsdves to run it under their own names A gtore remained in busness a thislocation until about 1941.

John H. Temple (1844-1904) is believed to have built & his resdence the J. H. Temple House. 80 Main Stregt, MHC #
74, Map # 20, lllustration # 3, Greek Revival, 1857-1870. This property is listed on the 1870, and the 1898 mgps as
bdonging to J H. Temple. The large sze of the house suggeststhat Temple might have taken in chairmakers or chair
factory workers as boarders.

POST OFFICES

Princeton Pogt Offices

Princeton's first pogt office was established in 1812 and was housad in a gore & Russl's Corner. Before that time the
nearest pogt officewas twelve or more milesaway in Worcester. The Eagt Princeton pogt of fice was established in 1849.
By 1870 there were four pogt officesin Princeton. At the end of the 19th century there were six pogt officesin town:

Princeton, Eagt Princeton, Brooks Station, Princeton Depot, Roper's Mills (East Hubbardston), and Mount Wachusett.

Today there isonly one.

East Princeton Post Offices

Eagt Princeton's first posmester in 1849 was H. S Pratt. Current research hes not shown where the pogt office was

located inthose early days. Nineteenth century American pogt officeswere often located in private homes or in sores,

especidly when the pogmaders were dorekegpers. Appointments for posmadter after Pratt were Jossph Whitcomb,

1855, J. A. Mirick, 1870; Warren Whitcomb, 1873; Samud Jewett, 1836; and Warren Whitcomb, 1889. The 1870 map

shows the pogt officea J. A. Mirick's gore (J. A. Mirick House/Union Store. 78 Main Street, MHC # 58, Map # 25,

lHlustrations # 4A and 4B). It is supposed that, during Mirick's entire three-year tenure as postmedter (1870-1873), the
Eagt Princeton pogt office was located inthis store, of which he was proprietor. From 1886-1889, while Samud Jewett

was posmedter, the office might have been kept in his house (Brown-Jewett House. 71 Main Street, MHC # 62, Map #
29, Gresk Revival, ca 18509). Locations have not been identified for the pogt office during other postmaster gppointments
mede before 1839. The pogt officewas certainly located in the Union Store during Warren Whitcomb's second term as
postmadter, beginningin 1889. It is shown a that location on the 1898 mgp and is sad to have remained inthe Union

Store building long after Whitcomb'stenure as pogmagter ended. It was till located there in 1984 when the Eadt

Princeton pogt office dosed and was merged with the Princeton Center post office a the Gregory Hill gtore inthe town

center.  Since 1987 Princeton's pogt office has bean housad in a modern shopping center on the Worcester Road outside

the town center.

(CONTINUED)
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LATE-19TH CENTURY CHANGESIN OWNERSHIP OF EAST PRINCETON INDUSTRIES

Reaed & Temple Company

Probably around 1879 Charles W. Resd and Fogter E. Matthews purchesad the Mark Wilder saw mill (Mark Wilder/Reed
& Temple Saw Mill/Temple-Stuart Chair Factorv Site. Glesson Road, Map # 43, s adbove). A short time later, Fogter
Matthews s0ld his part inthe Reed & Matthews busnessto John H. Temple and the firm name was changed to Resd &
Temple. The 1830 Fedard Censusof Manufactures shows (Reaed?illegible) & Temple operating a"Lumber
Manufacturing” busnesswith acapita investment of $1,200 and eight adult mde employees A notation Sates, "They
buy timber standing..." The firm'sannud product was valued a $3,000.

Comparison of the 1870 and 1898 mgpsof this Site indicates that Resd & Temple ussd Wilder's main building for their
operaion and did not build anew one. Buildings on the south sde of the brook, including the dwelling that had bean part
of Wilder's complex were the property of a sgparate owner, Anthony Hayden, in 1898. Further research is necessary to
learn whether this division of Wilder's property occurred a the time of the sdle in 1881 or later and to find the use towhat
Hayden put his property. The 1870 mgp shows Hayden as the owner of ahousea 25 Leomingter Road. MHC # 45, Map
# 39, which he no longer owned in 1898,

No biographical information on Charles W. Read has bean discovered 0 far. Read's Second Empire style residence, the
Charles W. Red Housg, islocated a 69 Main Street, MHC # 63, Map # 30, 1881.

Foger E. Matthews is shown in 1870 as the owner of 221 Beaman Road, Map# 1. It is supposed that it was hishome. In
1898 he owned 93 Main Street. Map # 14, the former Brown Chair Factory office and shop.

John H. Temple (1844-1904), Charles Reed's partner, was the son-in-law of John H. Stuart (sse below under Temple &
Lamson Store), who was then the owner of the Stuart chair factory across Gleason Road from the saw mill. Hewas dso a
proprietor of the Temple & Lamnson Store. The Gresk Revivd gyle John H. Temple House. 80 Main Street, MHC # 74,
Map # 20, 1857-1870, gopearsto have been Temples residence.

Temple & Stuart Company

In 1834 John H. Temple bought Reed's portion of Reed & Temple and formed a partnership with Benjamin Stuart of New
York City. The firm was known as Temple & Stuart. The family relationship between the New Y ork Benjamin Stuart
and the Stuarts of Eagt Princeton and Sterling hes not been clarified, dthough it ssams dmogt ceartain that such a
relationship exigted. It ispossble that this Benjamin Stuart was Benjamin Hall Stuart (b. 1848), the son of Josgph M.
Stuart.

Temple and Stuart made improvements to the factory by the addition of aboiler room and a paint shop. Comparison of
the ground plans shown on 1870 and 1898 mgps (llustrations # 7 and 8) suggeststhat these additions were medeto the
north end of the main building. The addition of the paint shop, which was equipped with large tanks of varnish into which
chairs could be dipped, mede possible anew ea in the chair finishing process. After Stuart's deeth in 1896 Temple
operaed the busness done until the factory complex was destroyed by firein 1899. Onthis site after the fire he built a
warehouse and alarge paint shop, where he continued to finish chairs until he died in February of 1904.
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Temple-Stuart Corporation

At the death of John H. Temple in 1904, the firms of Temple & Stuart and A. L. Stuart Company were incorporated as a
sngle enterprise to be known as Temple-Stuart. By this date. Temples brother-in-law, Arthur L. Stuart, owned the Stuart
chair factory. Further study will be required to undersdand the details of this merger. However, it ssamslikely that the
two busnesses mugt have dreedy been working cooperatively before Templés deeth. It is supposed that the Temple &
Stuart sawmill may have begun supplying raw materia and chair sock to the Stuart chair factory in the 1890s after the
degth of John H. Stuart. By acquiring lumber and chair partsfrom a location next door, the cost of materids may have
been reduced.  Apparently reflecting this change, the Stuarits Sterling saw mill was converted to agrist mill by family
member, Ervin(g) W. Stuart, a sometime before 1898,

The addition of a chair painting facility to the Temple & Stuart saw mill complex may adso indicate further integration of
the chairmaking process by the two companies.  Such integration is not surprising, given the proximity of the two plants
(across Gleason Road from one another) and the fact that the owners of both companies were rdated by family ties. The
degth of John Temple mugt have mede it logical to unite the two enterprisesas one.  Further reseerch should be carried
out to clariiy the details of the histories of thesetwo companies and the establishment of the Temple-Stuart Corporation.

The Temple-Stuart Corporation remained in operation a their expanded plant until 1910, when fire destroyed their Eagt
Princeton buildings. At that time manufacturing was moved to the town of Baldwinville, Massachusetts, neer Gardner.
The Baldwinville operation was dosed in 1991.

The only surviving building beieved to have been directly reated to the Temple-Stuart Corporation factory itself is:
Beaman-Mirick Ban-Keyes Pant Shop. 129 Gleason Road. MHC # 53. Map # 23. mid-late 1%thc

Now converted to adwelling, this building was originally the barn of the Beaman-Mirick House, 77 Main Stregt, Map #
22. It may have been usad for sorage by the Temple-Stuart Company, probably sometime after the turn of the 20th
century. It gopearson the 1898 map as part of its origina parcd of land together with the Beaman-Mirick House.
Photographs (see Illustration # 14B) show it inwhat is bdieved to have bean its incarnation as afactory-related building
with another barn or shed atached to its south end. After fire destroyed the factory and Temple-Stuart 1eft Eagt Princeton,
the former barn became the automobile paint shop of Roland Keyes (s Illugtration # 5). Research has not shown the
family relationship of Roland Keyesto other Eagt Princeton membersof the Keyes family. Because of his automobile
painting business, it might be that he was rdated in someway to A. B. Keyes (see above) who ran asimilar business. In
the 1950sthe building was converted to use as adwelling, maintaining much of its earlier gppearance.

LATE-19TH-EARLY-20TH-CENTURY DEVELOPMENT OF THE VILLAGE
During the latter years of the 19th century a few new buildings gopeared inthe village. The mogt imposing of these wes
the community's first religious building:

Congregationd Chapd. 81 Main Street. MHC # 33. Map# 19. Stick Style. 1835 (Photos #6 & 5)

Before the establishment of this chapd, the inhabitants of Eagt Princeton traveled three milesto worship a the
Congregationd church inthe center of town. Members of the Firgt Congregational Church who lived inthe Eagt
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Princeton neighborhood successfully petitioned their minister, Reverend Archibald Love, to condder to possibility of
building achapd inthe village for their convenience.  The building was buih with contributions from many Eagt
Princeton residents.  Former chair manufacturer, William H. Brown and hiswife, Ellen, provided land for the building a
the cogt of one cent. Congtruction was carried out with the help of loca people under the direction of Princeton builder,
John Fremont Mirick.

Sarvices began being held herein 1887. During the early years of the 20th century, the minister of the Congregationa
church inthe town center performed a sarvice here eech Sunday afternoon a three o'clock. Ladies Aid Society suppers
were hed here once amonth. For many yearsthe chapd was an important and active part of the community.

The original dead to the property was made out to the Reverend Love. When he left Princeton to move to Connecticut,
Mr. Love desded the property to the Home Missionary Society, now known as the Massachusetts Congregationa
Conference. In 1945 the title to the property was transferred to the First Congregationa Church

of Princeton. In 1960 it was voted a an annud church meeting to discontinue holding servicesin the Eagt Princeton
Chapd. The lagt religious sarvice was hdd hereon June 25, 1960. Sometime later the building was sold and converted
to use as a private home.

Fire protection was improved during the late 19th century period by the addition of afire truck and afire house
Ead Princeton Fire House 3 Leominger Road. MHC # 50. Map # 33. Phato # 8. mid-19thc. Greek Revival
(Mustration # 18)

This building is the earliest known fire house to have existed in Eagt Princeton. It begen its role in community fire
protection when the town gave Eagt Princeton a pumper truck in 1892. It is ssen on the 1898 mgp only as a smdl

unidentified outbuilding &t this location. There is no indication on the map that it was afire house At that time, dso, the
building was not located on public property. Ingead, it sood on acorner of the Temple & Lamson store lot. Thesefacts
[uggest that the publicly owned firefighting gpparatus was housad privately. 1t was not unusud during the 19th century
for manufacturing companies to cover all or part of the cogt of fire protection in the vicinity of their mills. This would
sam to have been the case here in Eadt Princeton. The owner of the property on which the building stood in 1898, the
Temple & Lamson Store, had adirect link to the Read & Temple saw mill through the ownership of both the store ad
mill by John H. Temple. Family ties ds0 linked Temple & Lamson to the A. L. Stuart mills across Gleason Road from

Read & Temple. Study of town records might uncover an explanation of the exact arangement agreed to by the town and
the property owner.

The date of congtruction of this building is undeer. 1t gppearsthat it is amuch earlier building that was adgpted to use &
afire housein 1892. It is not knownwhether the building was dready standing on this ste a the time of its conversion
or whether it was moved here from some other location. Even though the style of its architecture suggests a probable
early-mid-19th century date, the building is not shown on the 1870 mgp. Neverthdess, it could have existed by that date
without having been recorded on the mgp because outbuildings are not shown on Princeton maps before 1898, Both
physica and documentary research may be necessary to clarify the date and history of this building. 1t gopearsto have
become a dwelling a sometime during the early- or mid-20* century, probably because it becametoo small for modem
fire gpoparatus. Eadt Princeton fire trucks are said to have been kept & Hubbard's Garage (Map # 7) on Main Street during
the mid-20"" century.
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Village Amenities

Severd effortsa village improvements were mede around the turn of the 20th century. A strong community spirit was
displayed in such efforts. For example. Eagt Princeton was equipped with sdewadks pad for by the Eagt Princeton

Village Improvement Society. Despite diligent research, nothing hes bean learned about the history or other efforts of this
group. The sidewaks ran an gpproximate digance of one mile dong Main Street, from Leomingter Road all the way to
Beaman Road a the west end of thevillage. 1n 1903 the Town of Princeton voted to install streetlights in Eagt Princeton.

Twenty-five ges dreetlights were installed. They were later replaced by dectric lights. None of the origina lantem-type
light posts or early eectriic light dandards survive today. Old dreet views, such & the 1945 view of tree-lined

Leominger Road (lllustration # 17) and aview of Main Stregt (Illustration # 18) taken & an unidentified date, suggest that
around the turn of the 20th century trees were planted aong the village roads. A bandgand (no longer standing) was built

on the front lawn of the Stuart Double-House, Store, and Barn, 66 Main Srest & the corner of Leominster Road. Eadt

Princeton resident, Edith Hubbard, recdled the bandgand (in a 1997 interview with Princeton historian Joyce Anderson)

& having bean "a pretty thing, very fancy." It issdd to have bean painted yellow with awhite fence (railing?) aroundit.

A cad iron Watering Trough (Map # 44) for horses, which now functionsas aflower planter (Photo # 7), was placed a

the intersection of Main Street and Gleason Road in the late 19th century or around the turn of the 20th century.

THE AUTOMOBILE AND EAST PRINCETON

Life in Eagt Princeton village changed after the closing of the Temple-Stuart chair factory in 1910 and with the advent of

the automobile a about that sametime. Not only did the loss of manufacturing dissolve the major economic beese of the
village, but it dso took away the bustle and rhythm of the daily routine that accompanied factory production. Gradualy

the automobile mede travel outside the villageeesier and fagter. The inhabitants of Eagt Princeton discovered the wider

world it mede available. There was no nesd to limit themsdves to the offeringsof the villageanymore. Intime, sores
closed, the village school closed, and the Congregational Chapd closed.

To met the new economic focus, automobile-reated busnesseswere opened in Eadt Princeton:

Roland Keyes opened his automobile paint shop in a former barn where he painted and pinstriped automobiles and sold
automobile accessories: Beaman-Mirick Barn-Keyes Paint Shop 129 Gleason Road. MHC # 53. lllustration # 5. Map #
23. mid-late 19th c. Keyes is said to have ben in operation a this location as early as 1907. Illustration # 5 shows the
building probably inthe late 1920s as Keyes paint shop.

The barn that became Roland Keyes paint shop began life as the bam of the Beaman-Mirick House. 77 Main Street, MHC
# 60, Map # 22, Greek Revivd, cal850-1857. It ispresumed that the barn was built a the sametime as the house. The
house is ligted in the Princeton House Card File as having been built and lived in by Edson Beaman (1813-1882).
Beaman owned the property in 1857. The 1870 and 1898 mgps show Moses Hobbs Mirick (b. 1823) as the owner.  Moses
Mirick married Lucinda Morse in 1823,  Mirick was the brother of J. A. Mirick, proprietor of the Union Store (see
above).
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Gasoline Filling Station. 221 Beaman Road but facing onto Route 140. MHC # 119. Map # 1. cal920s and cal930s-

1940s. Colonia Revival.

At thislocation had sood the pre-1830 and 1843 District # 3 schools. However, the lot gopears to have been vacant a the
time the filling station was built here. Beginning with a small, clgpboarded, gable-front officewith pumps out front (sse

lHlugtrations # 15A & 15B), the station was enlarged probably inthe 1930s or 1940s with alarger Colonial Reviva style,

wood, hip-roofed building trimmed with a cupola on the roof A small gable-roofed section a the rear of the hip-roofed

building would gppeer to be the earlier station. Today converted to a drive-up ice cream and sandwich shop, the filling

dation building still serves an automobile-rdated purpose as a roaddde refreshment stop. Even after the hip-roofed
section was converted to other usesduring the mid-late-20th century, afilling station was operated until around the 1980s

a thislocation out of asmdl brick-faced concrete block building that sands to the west of it.

A garage for the repair and maintenance of automobiles was built around 1930 just west of Mechanics Hall on Main
Street:

Hubbard's Garage. 106-108 Main Street. MHC # 134. Map # 7. utilitarian false-front, ca.l930

John and Charles Hubbard's garage sarted out as a hip-roofed building of rusticated concrete blockswith asingle vehicle
bay (Illustration # 16A). At an unidentified later date the garagewas enlarged with additions on either sSde of the origina
section (llustration # 16B). Inaddition to repairing cars, the garage d 0 sold gasoline.

Pumps can be san in front of the building in lllustration 16B. Inthe late 20th century a concrete block addition was
mede to the west end of the faQade. Covered with awood siding and accented with a mansard-like false roof, thissection
is used as a convenience store. A sandwich and ice cream shop now occupies the former western end of the garage, now
faced inbrick. The undtered eest end isstill arepair garage.

According to Eagt Princeton resident Leo Hurme, Eagt Princeton's fire trucks were housed a Hubbard's garage in mid-
20th century and no longer a the earlier fire house a 3 Leomingter Road.

During the 1950s-1960s period afew houseswere built on vacant lotsin the village, on Main Strest and Leominster Road.
A few others were built, mostly on Leominster Road, during the late 20th century. This section of the village was much
less densdly built up than Main Strest during the 19" century and had land available for mid and late 20* century
development. Despite the construction that hes occurred over the pagt nearly fifty years the village still maintains its 19th
century character.

EAST PRINCETON ARCHITECTURE

Before the late 18" century. New England communities typically condsted of scattered farmsteads with little clustered
sttlement. The growth of villages and clustered settlements were encouraged by an increase in commerce, the growth of
amarket economy, and the advent of the Industrial Revolution. As shown in Josgph S Wood's The New England
Village. New England town centers and industria villagestypically begen to grow duringthe Federd period and grew
further during the Greek Reviva period. InPrinceton, the town center only began to codesce in the 1830s, during the late
Federd and early Greek Revival periods. Eagt Princeton may have experienced some minor growth during this same
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period, dthough its major period of devdopment datesto the 1840-1870 period. Although Eagt Princeton continued to
flourish as a chair-manufacturing center as late as the early 20th century, it did not expand during this latter period. This
lack of growth was probably largely due to the fact that the village was not located on awel-connected rail line.

The vernacular character of the architecture of the Eagt Princeton Historic Didtrict istypical of smal villages and rural
aress in Worcester County during the late 18"-19* century period. As is ssm in other of the county's historic small
villages and rura aress, buildings here are trested simply ~ with few high style references. Like other New England
communities that still exist as villages today. Eagt Princeton hed a spurt of growth during the Federd and Greek Revival
periods but ceasaed to grow during the late 19th century o that its early Sages of growth are preserved nearly intact. By
comparison, the region's indudtria cities, such as Worcester, experienced an on-going 19th century devdopment that
continually renewed its building stock.

The earliest buildings inthe Eagt Princeton Higtoric district represent the pre-village period of scattered settlement here.
Of dl of the buildings inthe village, they are the Smplest and leest influenced by style. An excellent and well-preserved
example isthe ca 1800, one-gtory Danid Baker House, notable for its extreme simplicity, astylistic gppearance, smdl
dze, and its cumulative quality. Small, unedorned houses of this type, now only rare survivors in the region, were
common during the late 18" and early 19" century period. The larger, one-story Ephraim Keyes House, athough dtered
by the application of succo exterior finish, gopearssimilarly syle-less. Originally smdler than it istoday, it isthe resuh
of cumulative additions. The samdl dze of these early dwellings is not a surprise.

The prevdence of smdl houses in lae 18th century Massachusatts towns hes been shown in the work of cultura
geographer Michadl Steinitz. The habit of building smal dwellings perisisted well into the 19%th century, despite the
changing tagte for larger and more stylish housesthat devdoped in the late 18th and early 19th century period.

By comparison with these earliest Eagt Princeton buildings, some later Federd period houses found in the village have
more obvious stylistic references. For example, the two-story height, dim silhouette, and low hip roof of the
southwestem  section of the Cotton Tavern-J. Whitcomb House is derived from the Federd style. It reflects the widely
adopted tagte for larger houses and refinement of living that gppeared in New England after the Revolutionary War. The
degat Fedad syle doorframe of the small, and otherwise unassuming, Cheever-Hayton House dso represents the
growing Federd period tagte for refinement.  This doorframe, a reproduction of the origina, is the single mog stylish
ornamenta feature from any period to be found inthe village. The Cushing-Matthews-Keyes House with its pedimented
front and low-relief cornice is an expresson of late Federd period styligtic interest in the gable-front form inspired by
Classica temples. Too little is currently understood about the economy and life in Eagt Princeton during this period to
uggest any specific impetus to these refinements.  Houses such as the Baker-Keyes House and Brown-Keilty-Cotton
House may date fromthe Federd or late Federd period but do not share these refinements or the influences of style. They
ae smdl in sze, take the traditional Sde-gable form, and are astyligtic in gppearance with practicaly no ornament.

Style and ornamentd features became more important in buildingsbuilt in the United States during the mid and late 19*

century period. Thistaste for omament was partialy the result of advances in mechanization, which mede architectura
ornament chegper to produce. It was dso encouraged by improved communication and by the increasing number of
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builders handbooks that mede a variety of architecturd styles widely known to the public. However, there are few
buildings in Eadt Princeton village that are more than simplified expressions of the styles that were popular & that time. It
is possible that some of the simplicity that is ssen here today is the reault of dterations that have destroyed some
ornamentd features. Y et, the character of gpparently unadtered housesbuilt by the mogt prominent citizens in the village,
auch as the Greek Reviva style Josgph M. Stuart-John H. Stuart House, the Amos Keyes House, and the John Temple

House, suggeststhat there was never much high style influence here and that ornamenta features were generdly kept to a
minimum.

An ornamentd feature that was popular locally wasjig-saw-cut porch trim. Examples can be saen inthe baudrade and

vine-like capita omament a the Josgph M. Suat-John M. Stuat House, on the Stuat Double House, and the
Stuart/Temple-Lamson Store.

Eadt Princeton's major period of devdopment during the 1840s and 1830s is manifested in the large number of Greek
Reviva style buildings found in the village today. With the exception of the colonnaded, temple-front Digtrict # 3
School-Mechanics Hall, mogt Greek Revivd buildings in the village are modest, vernacular expressions of the style.
Even the homes of the mogt wedthy and important membears of the community are not high style examples of the Greek
Revival. Although they are large, gable-front buildings, they have little ornamentd trim. The jig-saw-cut ornament
mentioned above is evidence of avernacular eaboration, not an example of high styleinfluence.

The gable-front form of the ancient Greek temple is adopted for mogt Gresk Revival style buildings here. There are
svad examples of the popular three-bay, sdehdl-entry, gable-front dwelling. The more imposing houses in the village
teke theflve-bay,center-entry, gable-front form and range in height from one to 2v2 stories. These largefive-bay,gable-
front houses seam to be merdy adgptations of the old traditiona five-bay,center-entry, sde-gable house with the gable
shifted from the sdesto thefive-bayfront and the addition of some Greek details. There are ds0 severd examples in the
village of traditiona sde-gable houssstrimmed with Greek Revivd details. For example, the 1 /2 -story Matthew-Vose-
Stuart House and the French-Stuart House on Leomingter Road belong to this group.

A few badc features are repested on Gresk Reviva housssin Eagt Princeton. They are broad eaves, pediments (or gable-
frontswith returns), friezes, and corner pilagters. Even on the grander Didtrict # 3 School-Mechanics Hall, the trim is of
the mogst smple sort. The unassuming character of the housssinthe village is achieved largely through the simplicity of
the doorframes a the main entrances.  Although doorframes may vary from one house to the next, they are treated with
little eaboration and with little high style Gresk Reviva trim. The doorways of Eagt Princeton on houses, both large and
small, are less grand and lessrefined than those of typica middle dass houses of the same period built in the nearby city
of Worcegter.

Ore of the mogt ornamental complexes in the village isthe Stuart Double House. Barn, and Stuart/Temple-Lamson Store,
which by repetition of Gothic dements on the three adjoining buildings mekes a strong satement in Gothic Reviva style.
Since no higtoric photographs of this group have bean found, it is not known how much more Gothic ornament may
originally have givenitamore high stylelook.
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While grand monuments of architecture were being built in New England cities during the late 19th century, the Stick
Style Congregational Chape was built in Eagt Princeton in 18385. It is notable because it is more style conscious than
mog other buildings in the village, with the exception of Mechanics Hall. Because the circa 1880 mansard roofed
Charles W. Read House has bean dtered by the application of duminum siding, it is hard to say how stylishiit originally
was. However, its paterned date roof and pesked dormer windows suggest that it may have been more style conscious
and finished with finer detailing than earlier dwellings inthe village. If the village had been on an economic upswing a
thistime, it is likely that it would have gotten a number of more stylish buildings than it had ever had before. However,
this was not the case and the village retained itslargely plain Gresk Reviva style flavor.

What it did get during this later period was anumber of additionsto enlarge or update existing buildings. Three-faceted
bay windows ssem to have been added, perhgps inthe 1870s or 1880s to saverd Greek Reviva syle houses These
housssinclude the John H. Temple House, the Matthews-V ose-Stuart House, and the Stuart-Perry House, which dso got a
corner turret a about the sametime. The Grek Revivd style James Coburn Blacksmith Shop dso hed ornamenta

dormer windows, more than simply untilitarian ones, added during this same gpproximeate period. An daborate Quean

Anne/Colonia Reviva style wrgp-around porch became a mgjor feature of the Greek-Reviva style William H. Brown-

Arthur L. Stuart House probably sometime after about 1880.

After the loss of the chair industry inthe village in 1910, there was even less impetus to growth here. Automobile rdated
buildings, including Hubbard's Garage and the Gasoline Filling Station and a couple of houses were the only new
buildingsto gppear here before the mid-20th century. The garage and filling station gppear to have been built between the
late 1920s and the 1940s.  The garage was built inautilitarian design, not unusud for geragesof that era The hip-roofed
filling gation expresses averson of the Colonid Revival style that was popular during the early and mid 20th century in
an effort to give gasoline gations aregpectable, dmogt residentia, gppearance. The Eadt Princeton filling station building
hes bean dtered, making it difficult to know precisdy what its origina gppearance might have been. It hes not been
learned with which oil company this gation was affiliated. It is not known whether its design originated localy or
whether it might have been one supplied by the oil company to promote its corporate image.

"Architectural Description” in Section 7 lists building types found in Eagt Princeton, shows how these types relate to the
architecturd styles seen here, and provides descriptions of individual buildings.

Archaeological Significance

Since paterns of ancient Native American sattlement in Princeton are poorly understood, any surviving sites could be
significant. Ancient Stes in this area might contribute important information relating to the role and importance of
upland/interior stes in generd and the role stes dong tributary streams of the NashualMerrimack River drainage played
in the loca/regional Native subsgence and settlement sysems Ancient stes in this area could be part of a large,
possibly seesond, settlement network of stes based aong the Nashua River, the Merrimack River or part of aspecidized
adaptation to loca environments in the uplands and Worcester Plateau locale.

Historic archaeological resources described above have the potential to contribute important socia, cultural, and

economic information relating to the Eagt Princeton Village as it devdoped from scattered farmsteads to an important 19"

century industrial villageinthe mid to late 19* century. By 1820, Princeton was one of the more important chair making
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centers intheregion. Additional documentary research combined with archaeologicd survey and testing may locate
examples of mid-18" to early 19" century settlement in the village for which few examples survive. Little information is
known of the Eagt Princeton area during the 18" century, making any archaeologicd survivas from this period very
important. Archaeological stesof early homesteeds may hdp document the settlement history of the Main Street corridor
and outlying aress such as Leomingter Road and Princeton Road.  Eighteenth and 19" century house sites may d<0
contribute information relating to the variability of residential dtes and the point at which boarding housss and multi-
family homeswere built.

Detailed andysis of the contents of occupationd rdated features may contribute important socid, cultural, and economic
information on theinhabitants of the district asthey devdoped from the inhabitants of isolated, scattered farmgeads to
more centralized or linear industrial rdated settlement.  The above information may indicate the point that the village
began to function asalargely independent community. Additional documentary and archaeologica research may identify
the extent that agriculture, lumbering, and manufacturing played arole in the indgpendence or "self-sufficiency” of the
community. Archaeologica resources may hep identify whether indgpendence or "self-sufficiency” was a mesaure of
economics, socid life or acombination of both. Historical and archaeologicd research may dso hep undergand 20*
century changesthat occurred in the village asitsindustrial heart was removed.

Detailed andysis of the contents of occupationd rdated features combined with andyss of homesand outbuildings may
dso contribute important information on the evolution of the woodworking industry, specifically the birth and growth of
chair manufacturing. During the 18* and early 19* centuries, farmers often supplemented their incomes by making chairs
by hend & home. Historical and archaeologica resserch may contribute information indicating where these activities took
place, technologies related to manufacturing activities, and what Sages of the manufacturing process actualy occurredin
the home. Archaeologica reseerch may indicate when these manufacturing activities actually developed inthe home or
rdated outbuildings and how long they perssed. Archaeologicd resources may ds0 indicate the role chair

manufacturing cottage indugtries played inthe deveopment of larger chair factoriesin the village. Larger, water powered

chair manufacturing industries are bdieved to have developed on Keyes Brook in the village during the 1840s.

Industria buildings have bean referred to asthe heart of 19" century village life, however, mogt extant examples of these
gructures have been demolished. Documentary reseerch combined with archaeologicd survey and testing may hdp

identify the dtes of these mills including surface remains, their structura associations or layout, integrity, and

evolutionary history when multiple occupations were present. Understanding the 19* century evolution of the village

mills may help understand the broader growth of the Eagt Princeton Village from its 18* century origins and changes that
occurred inthe 20" century as mogt industry ceesad toexist.  Surface remains of stonework and excavated information

may hdp identify specific mills and theinterna configuration of mill structures and complexes. The sameinformation

may a0 identify adaptive reuse of structures from earlier mills on Stes and the extent they were incorporated into later

dructures. Water power resources related to various mills may dso contribute important information relating to the
evolution of water power inthe village and changes that may have occurred as waterpower changed from supplying

power for machinery to the generation of eectricity. Archaeological resources may exigt that identify the full range of
waterpower that was harnessed in thevillage. Archaeological resources may ds0 exist that contribute information

relating to the limits waterpower capacity placed on indugtrial growth inthe village.

(END)
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Acreage of Property approximately 200 acres
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X See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
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Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional Items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name  multiple owners
street & number telephone

city or town state Zip code_
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundaries of the Eagt Princeton Village Hitoric District have been drawn on Town of Princeton Assessors Maps #
9, 9A, 9B, 5A and 5B. Boundaries mostly follow lot lines of properties included in the district. Exceptions are a few
properties for which only a segment of the entire lot hes been included. In these casesboundaries have been drawn from
point to point from locations on adjoining lot linesto cut of f sections, thereby avoiding the inclusion of portions larger

than necessaxy.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

Boundaries for the district have been sdected to include as much as possble of the 19th century village. The eesternmost
boundary followsthe property lineof the 19th century Ezra Keyes House & 38 Main Street. A portion of a vacant lot
(Assessors Map 9/L ot 29) on the south Sde of Main Street opposite that house hes been included since the Ezra Keyes
Chair Shop once gtoad in that arean The southern boundaries of the district were drawn to include lots once occupied by
the Temple-Stuart Chair Factory Paint Shop, the Mark Wilder House, the Temple-Stuart Boarding House, the Temple-
Stuart Chair Factory, and the Brown Chair Factory. Further wes, the southern boundary followsthe property lines of
housssfacingon Main Street. At 106 Main Street the northern arm of the ot hes bean included for continuity, while a
southern portion, on which amodern house sands, hes bean omitted. At the far west end of the didtrict, the southern
boundary followsthe property lineof the 19th century Peckham farmaead & 226 Beaman Road. The far west end of the
district isbounded by the western boundary of a lot that includes both a 19th century housea 221 Beaman Road and the
dte of the 1830 and 1842 District # 3 school houses, now occupied by acirca 1930's former filling Station converted to
ue a5 aredaurant. The northwest corner of the district isformed by property lines for lotsthat include a part of Baker's
Meadow. This meadow was shown on early and mid-19"" century mgpsas adistinguishing geographica festure of the
aea By 1838 it had been flooded to form apond, presumably to provide a condant water supply for the operation of the
chair factory and saw mill that sood below it on Keyes Brook. The didtrict's northern boundary follows property lines for
Baker's Meadow and for housesand lots lining the north dde of Main Street. This group of properties extends from
Baker's Meadow and the Danidl Baker House. 112 Main Strest, all the way to the Ezra Keyes House & 38 Main Stredt.
The rear |ot lines of housesand |ots on the west Sde of Leominster Road merk the boundaries of the district as far north es
the Sterling town line. This group of properties includes the circa 1790 Ephraim Keyes House a 35 Leomingter Road
located a short distance southwest of the Sterling line. Because a group of modern houses hes been built on the et Sde
of Leomingter Road, the district boundary omitsthem and followsthe eest Sde of the road southward from the Sterling
town lineuntil it reechesthe northern boundary of the lot of a 19th century housea 8 Leominger Road, which is included
in the district.

(END)
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer: Joyce Anderson, Princeton Historical Commission
Dae: March 2000

Negatives located a Princeton Historical Commission
Images#1-10 ae 8 X 10"

Looking north a intersection of Main ., Beaman Rd., and E. Princeton Rd.
Looking south from Beamen Rd.

Mechanics Hall/School #3. Looking north.

Looking south. Brown employees houses

Main Strest looking north.

Congregationa Chapd, looking south.

Looking south, intersection of Main &. and Gleason Rd.
Leomingter Rd. looking eedt.

Keyes Brook a Gleason Rd., looking north

10. Site of Temple-Stuart chair factory, looking north.

11 .Ezra Sawyer Keyeshouse, 33 Main K.

12.Amos Keyes house, 46 Main S.

13.Stuart double house, 66 Main &.

14.Temple-Lamson store, Stuart bam, 66 Main S.

1 S.Cotton Tavern-Whitcomb houss, 67 Main S.

16. Cotton Tavern-Whitcomb house, 67 Main S.

17. N/A

18.JM. Stuart - JH. Stuart house, 70 Main S.

19. Brown Jewett house, 71 Main S.

20. Gould-Whitcomb- Parker housg, 72 Main &., looking north
21 .Stuart-Perry house, 78 Main S.

22. Cushing-Matthews-Keyes houss, 74 Main S.

23. N/A

24. JA. Mirick house- Union Store, 78 Main .

25. John H. Temple house, 80 Main ., looking SE

26. W.H. Brown - A. L. Stuat house, 8 Main K., looking E
27. Keyes Brook, inthe vicinity of 93 Main ., looking E
28. Brown Chair Factory office/shop, 93 Man ., looking W
29. Brown employees house, 100 Main K., looking N

30. Brown-Kaeilty-Cotton house, 101 Main &., looking W

31 .Town Line garage/lHubbard's Garage/Kwik Stop, 106 Main .
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32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

Danid Baker house, 112 Main &., looking N
Baker-Keyes house, 109 Main ., looking W

Gasoline filling station, 221 Beaman Rd.

N.R. Howe house, 211 Beamen Rd., lookingN

Peckham house, 226 Beaman Rd., looking W

Gates house, 252 E. Princeton Rd.

East Princeton fire house, 3 Leomingter Rd., looking NW
Abbey-Stuart house, 5 Leomingter Rd., looking N
MatthewsVose-Stuart house, 7 Leomingter Rd., looking N

4| .Stuart-French house, 11 Leomingter Rd., lookingN

42.
43.
44.
45.
46.

Cheever-Hayton house, 25 Leomingter Rd., looking NW

Ephraim King house, 35 Leomingter Rd., looking NE
Beaman-Mirick-Keyes barn, 129 Gleason Rd., looking NE

Keyes Brook/Temple Stuart paint shop site, looking N neer Glesson Rd.
Keyes Brook/Brown dite, invicinity of 983 Main ., looking SNV

(END)
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Illustr ations

1 221 Beamaen Road: N.R. Howe House View taken in early 20" century, before late 20" century aterations.
Collection of Donad Slongwhite.

2. 8 Main Street, William H. Brown-Arthur L. Stuat House This early 20* century view, taken before 1937,
shows the house with its late 19" - early 20" century wragparound porch. The porch hes snce bean enclosed.
Artist Gamalid Beaman and hiswife, Eileen, who lived here & the time are ssen inthe front yard.

3. 80 Main Stregt, John H. Temple house Early 20* century view taken before the addition of the present porch a
the entrance of the gable-front ell.

4a 78 Main Street. J. A. Mirick House - Union Store. Turn of the 20* century view showing late-19* century
porches, one-gtory shed on the left, and barn with dovecotes a the gable pesk.

4b. 78 Main Street. J. A. Mirick House - Union Store. 1959 view as aRed & White Food Store.

5. 129 Gleason Road. Beaman - Mirick Bam - Keyes Paint Shop. Ca 1930 view of main fagade while in use
&s the automobile paint shop of Roland H. Keyes.

6. Sagment of Blake's mgp of Princeton Early Divisons and Province Grants. This mgp was basad upon the 1830
Map of Princeton with the addition of early land divisons in the town and of 1830 dwellingsand their owners.

Ead Princeton is found near the eestern boundary with the town of Sterling in the lower central section marked
"Potash,” just north of "Wilder's."

7. Eag Princeton in 1870.
8. Ead Princeton in 1898.

9a Temple Stuart Paint Shop (right) and Boarding House (left). This view, looking north on Gleason Roed, was
taken around the turn of the 20* century. The Paint Shop was built in 1899 after the earlier building & this Ste
was degtroyed by fire.

9b. Temple-Stuart Paint Shop, Gleeson Road, ca. 1900. Thisview of the main faBade was taken from Gleason Road,
looking northeest. Finished chairs have just been loaded on a wagon from the warehouse |oading doors to be
taken to the Stuart Barn & 66 Main Street for overnight Sorage before delivery to the railroad station for shipping
the next day.

10aWoodcuts showing the handcraft of chairmaking. Even when chair pats were mechanically produced, the
process of assambling chairs was still amanua operation.

IOb.Temple-Stuart Chair Workers Sitting on and neaer bundies of chair dowels. View taken around the turn of the 20*
century a an unknown location inthe Temple-Stuart complex.
11.

12. Advertisements of Eagt Princeton Busnesses

13. Chairs being loaded a the Temple-Stuart Paint Shop and Warrehouse on Glesson Road about the turn of the 20*
century.

l4aTemple-Stuart Chair Factory ssen from near Main Sirest 1ooking south on Gleason Road around the turn of the
20* century.

14b. Temple-Stuart Chair Factory, South Fayade View teken from south of bridge on Glesson Roed |ooking north
about the turn of the 20™ century.

15a Filling Station on the Grounds of 221 Beaman Road, but facing Route 140. View taken about 1930 looking

northwest. Route 140 is behind the gasoline pumps  Baker's Meadow is inthe background. Collection of
Donad Songwhite.

15b. Filling Station on Grounds of 221 Beaman Road. View taken in 1920s or 1930s. Route 140 is & right.
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16a Hubbard's Garage early in its operation. Thisview was taken before additions were made to either dde in the
1930sor 1940s.

16b. Hubbard's Garage in about the 1950s  View of man faBade after additions were madeto ether Sde of the
original building. A wooden gtructure is seen & the far left. The present day convenience store wes built in
front of this Structure.

17. 1945 View of Leominger Road. Looking north, with 3 Leomingter Road on |eft, this views shows planted
treeslining the street.

18. View of Main Street looking Eadt, probably early 20% century. 96 Main Street on left, Brown-Stuart House
isonright. Planted treesline Main Street further eedt.

19. John C. Coburn Blacksmith Shop and Resdence, 99 Main Street. View probably taken in the early 20*
Century when the Eagt 9de was treated with eight bays, rather than the current five bays

(END)



ILLUSTRATION #1 221 Beaman Road. N. R. Howe House
View taken in early 20th century, before late-20th century dterations.
Collection of Dondd Songwhite



ILLUSTRATION #2 85 Main Stredt. William H. Brown-Arthur L. Stuart House  This early 20th century view, taken before 1937, shows the house with
its late-19th-early-20th-century wraparound porch. The porch hes dnce been endlosed. Artist Gamdid Beaman and hiswife,
Eileen, wholived here a the time are semnin thefrontyard.



ILLUSTRATION #3 80 Man Strest. John H. Temple House  Early 20th century view taken before the addition of the present porch a the entrance of
the gable-front ell.



ILLUSTRATION #4A 78 Main Stredt, J. A. Mirick House-Union Store  Turn of the 20th century view showing late-19th century porches, one-story
shed on the left, and bam with dovecotes at the gable peek.



ILLUSTRATION #4B 78 Main Sred. J. A. Mirick HousseUnion Sore 199 view asaRed & White Food Sore



ILLUSTRATION #5 129 Gleason Road, Beaman-Mirick Ban-Keyes Paint Shap  Circa 1930 view of main fe@ade while in use as the automobile paint
shop of Roland H. Keyes.



ILLUSTRATION #6
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Segmeat of Franais E. Blakes map of Princeton Early Divisonsand Province Grants
This map was based on 1830 Merriam mgp of Princeton with the addition of early land
divisons in the town and of 1830 dwellings and their owners. Eadt Princeton is found

near the eegtern boundary with the town of Sterling inthe lower central section marked
Totash", just north of "Wilder's'.
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Topographical Atlas of the County of Worcester, Massachusetts
Beers 1870

ILLUSTRATION #7  Ead Princeton in 1870



Topographical Atlas of the County of Worcester Massachusetts
L.J.Richards 1898

ILLUSTRATION #8  Ead Princeton in 1898



ILLUSTRATION #9A Temple-Stuart Paint Shop (right) and Boarding House (left)  Thisview, looking north on Gleason Road, was teken around the turn of
the 20th century. ThePaint Shop was built in 1899 after the eaxlier building a this Ste was destroyed by fire.



ILLUSTRATION #9B TeampleSuat Pant Shop. Glesson Roed, ¢1900 Thisview of the man feBede wes tekenfromGlesson Roed, looking northeedt.
Fnished chairs havejust been lceded on awegonfromthe wareéhouse loading doors to be teken to the Stuart Bam & 66 Main Stredt for
Ovemight darage before ddivery to the railroad dation for shipping the next day.



EnKrmving of the wtHnlturncr's shop from Edward Hazen's I'nnoramii of Profes: _"Chair Maker" in Edward Hazen's I'anorama of Professions and Ttades Philadd-
aiinsiiiul Trtules. [nihlished in Philadelphia, Although the lathe is fitted for operation phia, Pennsylvania, 1836. Old Sturbridge Village Research Libtary.
with atreadle, the gpprentice isdriving it with thegrc.it whed in order for the medter to turn
alage piece of sttKk. Note that the man & the left is preparing sock for the lathe with an
axe.

ILLUSTRATION #10 Woodaus showing the handcraft of chairmeking  Even when dhair parts weare medhenicaly produced, the prooess of assambling
chars wes till a manud operation.



ILLUSTRATION #10B Temple Suat Char Workers Sitting on and neer bundles of char dowvds
View teken around the turn of the 20th cantury & an unknoan location in the Temple-Stuart complex



Recrested waterpowered woodturning .9hop vij;nette from the exhihit "CabinLt
Furniture and Chairs Chegp" iit Old Siurbridse Village, 1993-1994. The lathe, equipped
with cadt iron heed and tail.stock and tool red, is connected by aleather belt to a smulated
waterpower source beow thefloor.

ILLUSTRATION # 11



JJH.STUART,
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MANUFACTORY, - EAST PRINCETON, MASS.
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Princeton Business Directory July 1881

ILLUSTRATION # 12 Advertisements of East Princston Busnesses



A wagon Ioadof nnishcdchairs dl s for ddivery around the luni of Uic century, [liey were produced by the Temde Stuart Compary, located d OK fool
of Mill Hill on Gcason Road in Eadt Princeton.

ILLUSTRATION # 13 Chairs being loaded a the Temple-Stuart Paint Shop and Warehouse on Glesson Road about the turn of the 20th Centurv



ILLUSTRATION # 14A Temple-Suart Chair Factory ssenfromneaer Main Street 1ooking south on Gleeson Road around the turn of the 20th centurv



ILLUSTRATION # 148 Temple Suat Chair Factorv. South Fecade View taken from south of bridge on Gleeson Roed looking north about the
turn of the 20th century.



ILLUSTRATION # 15A Filling Station on the Grounds of 221 Beamen Road but facing on Route 140 View
taken around 1930 looking northwest. Route 140 is behind the gasoline pumps. Baker's
Meedow isinthe background.  Callection of Dondd Songwhite



ILLUSTRATION # 15B Filling Station on Grounds of 221 Beaman Road ~ View taken in 1920s or
1930s Route 140 ison theright.



ILLUSTRATION # 16A Hubberd's Garage early in its operation Thisview was taken before additionswere mede to either ddeinthe
1930'sor 1940s



ILLUSTRATION #16B Hubbard's Garagein about the 1950s  View of main faBade after additions were mede to ether dde of the origina  building.
A wooden gtructure is semn a the far left. The present day convenience tore was bilt in front of this structure. Road is ssm



ILLUSTRATION # 17 1M5 View of Leominger Road  This view looking north shows planted trees lining the sreet. 3 Leomingter Road is semn
on theleft.



ILLUSTRATION #18 View of Main Strest looldng East probably early 20th century
96 Main Street is on the left and theWilliam H. BrowTi-Arthur L. Stuart House
isonthe right. Panted treesline Main Street fiirther Eadt.



ILLUSTRATION # 19 James C. Cobum Blacksmith Shop and Resdence, 90 Main Street
View taken probably in the early 20th century when the East Sde was tregted
with eight bays, rather than the current five bays.
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
East Princeton Village Historic Worcester County, 04000188
District Massachusetts

The following Core Documentation is nnissing fronn this entry:

Nomination Form
X  Photographs (missing #17 and 23)

USGSMap






-
S
22502

2 N S T
540000 N bt \ ‘f‘l , 540999”5”
9 /¥ §
o 2./ ACRES l'a
it E Ry \) omEsR X
0 .
\ ;5";50 S
58 K
X 3
o
/3 %
N
\ 2.0 ACLLCES >
\ FIRE Yy [ O#1brsR
32
\ 52252 .
53 9
Ql
W
S N .
\ 2.0 ACRES
\ FsE Ty /&/‘/Eﬁfﬁﬁ . M D C
< R ¥ 'l ‘
502.37 %
502.37 |0 \? .
5_ 2,0/ ﬁw65 &\ '. k3
5= .
Q
e \
L2
L5 - x
\n
N
~ by
S5 HANDI ~ REALT Y N
2.4 HCRES \ - TRUST

STAPLES

‘77‘2«/57“‘

STATE - FOREST

60.8 AC

8
/. 85 RCEES \
TANK L. SK]
]
Ly Q
o/ N
v/ S
v
DENLEILA
2-/)
3 .24 Adereys
N~
< [\
O/ ®
¥ °
=
S
N
\34‘37
WAL TE
WiLL/ma)
22 3 00’
225 oo
/
o,
O
[95]
: AN oo e
o S~ I )
3 180 & T T v o g
CLPELIFIE, 2 & u
4 oREST 776R/c¢ ; 3
-~ e ot i ‘
538 000 N Wt

SCALE | INCH = 100 FEET
REVISED TO: SO/ 4 /998

'509000E

538 000 N




. >

540000 N

1
i

509000€E

509 O00E

o)

STATE

FOREST

s

/-7
2.07 AcCRES.

FIECLIN 6~

A

{ ‘ cz.»sx "

i
i

100 mep&sy)

~

SV
'5(\

TRUST U/o/7T

it
% i

o
s (7 i
p S

PeiNcemn (WerCE

CET PEINCETON VILLAGE

ot

0

!




538 000 N

s -
jiv]
o
O
© .
z .
! :
ACrRES ‘
pPrve PIFRo 2] ‘
, i
< | |
N :
000- S —— |
3 PAUL PIEROZZ]
j :
S |
e l.:
!

/8.8/AC. -
CHRE-OYT

K Y

X- >
*3g2 "}, ¢
k& 3.87AC \

¢ . o & Rickreph
/§ GLEASON @ " & IRD :
k R£ VOQABV‘LE IVQs%AC ?\’ - 8 .
~ TRUST R

oo’

MOstEL

4

Rl

8155 N

« /8 13%Y-0
=z
300.2 T RCRES TTOTAL

75’

ot
05"
w23

175,75 fe.

PrECC2 2/

778733 ¥e 4

o e T \
574 - ==
Srseeer)

A (/,‘f*-""’\"\

aeart D ,
CARROLL
/\}’ M'i)-’ - \" \‘\

{

i\

i\

W
o oy

CLASSIE 20
FORES

V[, S
+ YU, FARMS)

e RO

-t

3/-13 o , T
‘/88"/?6355 / : ’

Hior ¥ ' / e’eo\

/ A PorTION OF I8 AN

j 37.0 Aec. ™~

R UNRESTRICTED . ™~
>
N

- [} L
. \_/‘ L Vv . .0
" H .b ! \9"’;’6)
) S | L oF -
/(c\&“’ | & «@*’d 48.6 AC. bﬁ,
¢ . - T Y ¥
ot N ol \ SEE SHEET. S \ M. D.C. "

78 AC. ° V8 . u:f/j,\uf\f,z ’ 13- A ! a8 50

- L] g

100'* - 7.8/ 36 Yo t’oo o /"
Xy 7.8/ o . . N, ‘
'.'.mllci:li ) fkayss‘ Y10 R, Y 152 Ac, X // ‘!
SE X~ » ‘ X" ///
~ i$28 e, a HUBBARD e | .
* ) _ -
w J; . )
: ccossrres e L0 ,
s ‘ s e Py S8y B 4} AW ) : ] @
2l ™  Hs esTac— 4l < CAW, | ;s
0 < '\l g N ,1'0 16"‘t3,5’944 8 o N | » S it
30 000 N ~ T 0 ‘
PRINCETEN)
EPET PRI \

,\ss.f-: SHEET' M SCALE | INCH = 400 FEET

R ~ T S REVISED To: AN £ /998

- 2Y8. 85



‘s

538 000 N (\{‘l Tl . ’
q » *
w Sy A ’
o
o
O .
g . b :
0 o e ;
v 2-8 IR TR ‘
NHRWTHORNE L 8% me. @ . l Ac
. l AC. . ) ’
, romroRDE umLIc -
s/79 o iy
,‘ SEVEN CORP
, Nm oy
T
2 ENED
2.0% Ae. rorac b \% ,‘,’: °
Wi GG INS 23’3
o
%
l
J_ﬂ;": ) , ’l
K v A
.38

506 000 E

LOLUST 7REE Fe aaa&)‘r&.s
NOMINEE  TRwsSY
(p/ve rms.)

26 -1

1233 #eees

536000N

9

V.

SCALE 1 /INCH
‘REVI sea TO: "




@OQO N

PRINCETON

SCALE | INCH = 100 FEET
REVISED To: JAN / /998

538 000N
5
w
| 3
g O'BRIEN |
| N
e}
» 5
4 Sas> 4.5 AC.
0
3.07* peres \
FONTRINE
e
e““’
NS¢ /, b\.‘h
< /s
AN : -
” 4 0AC.
..
4 —| ;
0
6.72 ACRES ;
. 3‘01 t
<s
Y %8
)\6. (]
/ PISTRANG
\){/
| %
N .
W
.
BInvEHAM ?'67 / ‘
} sqr’ |
2,57 )
N/
\
94420 ’
g \g
TN 2F ‘
PRINCETIN
13
(SEE SHEET 9 (9-38)
WhITNEY
HIME WORL u
(¢] / .
v
\ A 1
° AR |
/Y . O
w OO T RPOND |
hY :
8 (4 /" 4"/ / |
: Js- /(\"Lgf‘/ |
3 k s |
| N
ey
536 000 N -

9A | 98




The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

January 22,2004

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Places

Depatment of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Stregt, NW 8* floor -J
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad pleasefind the following nomination form:
Ead Princeton HD, Princeton (Worcester), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the Sate Review Board and hes bean sgned by the
Sae Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Sate
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

CcC: Thomijon Borges, Board of Sdectmen
Joyce Anderson, Princeton Historical Commission
Raymond Dennehy, Princeton Planning Board
Susan Ceccacci, consultant

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.gate maus'sec/mhc



