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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The home of Isaac Shelby, the first Governor of Kentucky, built of limestone on the Old 
Wilderness Trail, was a gathering place for pioneers and statesmen of that day and the 
genuine hospitality of Governor Shelby gave to his home the name "Traveler's Rest."

It is located on the Knob Lick Pike (Kentucky Highway 300) about one-half mile from the 
road and a mile from the intersection of Highway 127 between Shelby City and Moreland. 
The cemetery and site of the house is situated between Danville and Stanford, two 
important early towns on the Old Wilderness Road, the major land route used by early 
settlers.

Shelby himself designed "Traveler's Rest." The main part was stone, two stories high, 
with a sloped gable roof. On the right, a single-story wing housed the master bedroom; 
on the left, a similar structure housed the kitchen (see photo 1). The limestone walls, 
plastered together with mud, were three feet thick. Stone partitions rose all the way from 
the cellar, which contained port holes for use in case of Indian attack. This house stood 
through four generations of Shelbys, until it was accidentally burned in 1905.

A new brick structure was erected on the site in 1906. This building has two stories. It 
was designed in a Georgian or Federal Revival manner with a high peaked central gable on 
the hipped roof and a veranda across the front of the house. The windows all have slightly 
arched openings, except for the elliptical fanlight in the gable (see photo 2). The house 
faces the south. A wide door with side lights and transom opens into a spacious hall with 
parlor on the left and dining room on the right side. A comfortable family room is 
behind the parlor, with kitchen and pantry behind the dining room. There are four 
bedrooms on the second floor.

In the front yard are three mill stones brought to this country from France and used to 
grind grain for the provision of the pioneers. In the east yard stands the two-room brick 
slave quarters, just as when Isaac Shelby built them. The rooms are on slightly different 
levels but unified by a common roof. It is well-preserved and furnished much as it was 
in the early days, with a fireplace in each room (see photo 3).

Between the house and the highway is the family cemetery where Isaac and his family are 
buried. Surrounded by a limestone fence or wall, it is entered only over a stone stile. A 
handsome marble cenotaph was erected by the Legislature in 1826, in gratitude for Shelby's 
services. Other members of the family are commemorated by above-ground stone 
sarcophagi, as well as headstones of various ages £ee photo 4).
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Traveler's Rest is the site most clearly associated with Governor Isaac Shelby. It was 
here that he settled permanently in 1787. Isaac Shelby (1750-1826), a soldier, pioneer, 
and statesman, achieved prominence on both a national and local level. He was recog­ 
nized as an able military leader in the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812. Shelby 
also held several public offices at the county level. He served as the first Governor of 
Kentucky 1792-1796 and once again in 1812-1816.

Shelby, son of Evan Shelby, a large Virginia landholder, and Letitia Cox Shelby, was born 
in Frederick County, Maryland in December 1750. He worked on his father's farm on the 
Holston River in Virginia until he was twenty-one years of age. He first came to Kentucky 
for a year, in 1775, as an explorer and surveyor. At this time he located 10,000 acres 
of land in Lincoln County. The land was the first preemption granted in Kentucky, proved 
in 1782, when he returned to Kentucky. On this land he built his home,Traveler's Rest, 
completed in 1787. Although the original stone mansion burned !in 1905, the adjacent early 
brick slave quarters are a rare survival. On land adjoining hi^ immediate plantation, 
Shelby constructed two houses, Knightland and Arcadia (which remain standing today), for two 
of his sons.

In 1783 Shelby married Susannah Hart, daughter of Captain Nathaniel Hart. (Hart was 
influential in organizing the Transylvania Company and arranging the preliminaries of 
the Treaty at Sycamore Shoals in 1775. He and his family were among those first to 
settle in Kentucky.) After their marriage, the Shelbys lived and raised their eleven 
children at Traveler's Rest.

Shelby was named a justice of the peace and a commissioner of the Lincoln County Court, 
and a trustee of the town of Stanford, which is located six miles southeast of Traveler's 
Rest, in 1783. He was made a trustee for Transylvania School in Danville, Kentucky. 
When the school moved to Lexington, ha became a trustee of the new Centre College 
(1819) in Danville.

When the first constitution of Kentucky was framed in 1792, Shelby was an active member 
of the convention. In May he was elected the first Governor of Kentucky, serving until 
1796. During his first term Shelby did much to support Wayne's campaigns against the 
Indians in the Northwest. Shelby served again as Governor from 1812 to 1816. At this 
time the Legislature requested him to assemble and lead in person 4,000 Kentucky 
volunteers to join General Harrison in the invasion of Canada, an expedition which resulted
in the decisive defeat of the British, October 1813, at the Battle of the Thames.

(continued^
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Shelby was also part of the larger American drama. He fought in Lord Dunsmore's 
^War, which many historians have called the first battle of the American Revolution. His 
name was synonymous with the Battle of King's Mountain, in North Carolina in 1780, which 
was the turning point of the American Revolution. Shelby planned and led the attack on 
King's Mountain. Both the Legislature of North Carolina and the Continental Congress 
adopted resolutions of thanks to Shelby and his compatriots for their services at King's 
Mountain. Counties and cities were named for him in nine states.

In 1826, at his death, the same month as the July 4th deaths of Thomas Jefferson and 
John Adams, the nation mourned in headlines: "Adams, Jefferson, and Shelby are no 
more. "

Traveler's Rest was left to his youngest son, Alfred, born in l&M. In 1827 
he married his first cousin Virginia Hart. Alfred Shelby died a few years later in a 
hunting accident, leaving a twenty-two year old widow and three children. Virginia 
Shelby managed the estate for fifteen years, very adeptly making profits. In 1847 she 
married another cousin, the Reverend Robert J. Breckinridge of yet another noted 
Kentucky family.

"Traveler's Rest" remained in the Shelby family for over one hundred and forty years. In 
1951 the family cemetery was designated a State shrine by the Kentucky Department of 
Parks. One senses, in the small enclosed plot surrounded by aged trees, located in the 
midst of a large field on the property within the sight of the house, that Shelby himself 
may have intended to recognize in more than one sense the meaning of "Traveler's 
Rest. "
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