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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Weston Homestead, built 1817-18 for Deacon Benjamin Weston by
Ephraim Spalding of North Anson, is a large two and a half story clapboarded
frame dwelling. In basic design it is a fine example of Federal style dom-
estic architecture in northern New England, with its two internal chimmeys
and gable roof. Today the roof is sheathed in tin. The building is sup-
ported by a foundation of granite blocks. Throughout the building the win-
dows are six-over-six double-hung sash.

The main facade, which faces west, is of two stories and is five bays wide,
five windows being placed across the second story and four in the first story--
two on .either side of the central doorway. The doorway is framed by modified
Doric pilasters and a lintelrwith denticulated molding. The door is surmounted
by a fan-light. All of this detail is fine and dignified. The windows are
framed with simple moldings.

The south end of the house, in the gable end, consists of two and a half
stories, with one window in the half story and two pairs of windows in each of
the other two stories. A simplified version of the main entrance is centrally
placed in this facade, with reduced but comparable motifs.

The north end of the house is indentiéalito the south end, except that
a one-story clapboarded frame ell abuts it and precludes the placement of a
central doorway.

A two-story clapboarded frame ell with a single chimney abuts the rear
(east) side of the“~house. This ell, with carriage-house, was added to the house
in the 1870's.

Internally, the Weston Homestead is exceptionally well-preserved. The most
remarkable feature is intact wallpaper dating from 1836 in the parlor and 1817

in the hall. There have been no significant alterations to the buildings in-
terior since that time.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This sizeable and well preserved example of rural Federal architecgyre
located picturesquely high above the banks of the Kennebec River looms large in
the early history of the Madison-Skowhegan region. Its first owner, Deacon
Benjamin Weston, was the son of one of the first settlers in the area and ar-
rived there, with his father, at the age of six. The house has remained ever
since in the Weston family.

In 1771 Joseph Weston and his eldest son, Mli, first visited a grant located
in Canaan, between Madison and Skowhegan, which they had purchased from the Kennebec
Company. During that summer they -erected a twenty foot square cabin. Returning
to Lancaster, Massachusetts in September, they picked up the rest of the family,
Joseph's wife, Eunice (Farnsworth), and aid=eight children, and departed for
Maine in November. After spending the winter at Fort Halifax (N.R. 11/24/68 - NHL)
in Winslow, they proceeded up the Kennebec River reaching the cabin on April 30,
1772, Eunice FWeston: . became the first woman to settle in Somerset County.

In 1775 when Col. Benedict Arnold reached Canaan on his expedition against
Quebec, he was entertained by Joseph Weston and guided by him for the next sev-
eral miles up the river. As a result of his efforts Weston contracted a fever from
which he shortly died.

As a young man his son, Benjamin, purchased 1000 acres in Madison on which
he built his house in 1817. Close by he established a ferry over which all travel
passed between Hallowell, Augusta and Waterville and the upriver settlements of
North Anson and New Portland. N® charge was ever made for clergymen, funeral pro-
cessions or those on their way to church services.

Benjamin's son, Nathan, was a leader in the community until his death at the
age of 94, He helped to fund the first railroad bridge over the river at Madison
and also contributed heavily to the erection of the first church building.

This substantial home of unusually fine detail for such a remote area pro-
vides the most important link with the settlement of Madison and remains an im-
portant regional landmark.
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