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Name of Property
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Ctieck only one box)

X private ——- _ building(sj

X public-local X district™ t

_ public-State _site

_ public-Federal _ Structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling: secondar/ structure
RELIGION: church, parsonage

COMMERCE: specialty store

FUNERARY: cemetery

LANDSCAPE: plaza, garden

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

COLONIAL: Georgian
EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal: MID 19th Century: Greek

Revival. Gothic Revival: LATE VICTORIAN:
Italianate, 2nd Empire, Queen Anne, Shingle Style
LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS:
Colonial Revival, Classical Revival

Narrative Description

Barnstable County, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
79 20 buildings
1 sites
structures
_ Objects
89 24 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling; secondary structure, hotel
RELIGION: church, parsonage

COMMERCE: specialty store

FUNERARY: cemetery

LANDSCAPE: plaza, garden

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Stone, Brick, Concrete

walls Wood Shingle, Clapboard

roof Wood Shingle, Asphalt Shingle, Slate

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Falmouth Village Green National Register Historic District is located a the triangular intersection
of roads leading to West and North Falmouth, East Falmouth, and Woods Hole. Famouth is located

a the southwestern comer of the Cape Cod peninsula, Bamgable County. It is atown of 44 square
miles, with about 75 miles of coadtline. Its population of 27,000 year-round residents doubles inthe
summertime.  The towns of Boume and Sandwich join Famouth to the north, and Mashpee adjoinsit
to the eadt, while Vineyard Sound bounds the town on the south and its westem edge is bordered by
Buzzards Bay. The town includes a number of smal villages, with Famouth Village, inwhich the
nominated district is located, condtituting its ingtitutional and commercid core, as well as the ste of its
earlies linear devdlopment. The district is éout a mile from Vineyard Sound to the south and
sparated by hills from Buzzards Bay on the west.

The digrict includes a mix of residentia, ingtitutional, and commercia buildings, most dating from the
late 18th to the mid 19th centuries. The district contains examples of architectura styles from the
Colonid through the Neoclassical, including Georgian, Federd, Gresk Revival, Itdianate, Quemn
Anng, Victorian Gothic, Shingle Style, Stick Style, and Colonial Revival. Alsowithin the district are
the one-acre Town Common, or Village Green, from which the district takes its name. TheOld
Burying Ground is a second major open soece included in the district. Severd designed landscapes of
note are present, including the siting and grounds of S. Bamabas Church, desgned by Frederick Law
Olmsted, and a colonid-style garden a the Wood House, the property of the Famouth Historical
Society.

Buildings in the district face the village green as well as lining severd drestls—Man Stret, dso
known in certain portions as Pdmer Avenue; North Main Street; Locust Street; and Hewins Street.
Buildings are generaly st a the fronts of well-landscaped, though often small, lots. Many have
outbuildings—bams, carriage houses garages or smdl sheds  Buildings are primarily twoto 2 12
dories in height, shingle- or dapboard-sheathed. A variety of fencing materids (such as picket fences
of various designs, granite walls, and wrought iron and pipe railings), tall trees (including horse
chestnut, elm, mgple and locusts), and small gardens enhance the district setting.  The digtrict indludes
contributing and 23 noncontributing buildings, sructures, and objects.

Buildings in the district are in good to excdlent condition. Most have been restored periodically ad
in mogt casssthe restorations have bean in keeping with the original structures. Animportant
exception isthe Famouth National Bank (MHC #688, Map #16), established on the Green in 1821 &
the first bank on Cgpe Cod. Until 1951, the building was a wood-frame, one-story. Cape-dyle
gmcture with a dasscd pediment with wooden fan, and afull-length front porch. In 1951, that
building was replaced by a more imposing brick building with four wooden columns supporting a
centrd entablature and pediment that projects dightly from the facade. Windows are 12/12.

(continued)
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Two federd-era buildings were modemized in the ssoond half of the nineteenth cantury—the Queen
Anne-style dterations to the Braddock Dimmick House a 40 Main Street (MHC #15, Map #21) and
the Shingle style expanson of the Thatcher Lewis House & 106 Locust Street (MHC #59, Map #53).
There has been some use of artificial sding. The Queen Anne-stylehouse @& 73 Pdmer Avenue
(MHC #22, Map #28) hes logt detail to duminum siding. Aluminum siding covers the Falmouth Cod
Building a 21 North Main Streat (MHC #739, Map #36) and vinyl siding covers the Capt. Thomas
Lawrence House a 75 Locust Strest (MHC #56, Map #48).  One of the oldest houses in the district,
Zimri Tobey's Cgpe a 38 Locust (MHC #54, Map #45), now hes solid glasswindows in place of
multipaned saeh.

Ove the centuries a leadt six houses have been demolished and replaced by other buildings. Three
others have been demoalished and not replaced, including the four-bay, 2 1/2-gory house once atached
to the bank and Falmouth's first post office on PAmer Avenue. Locust Street hes suffered two of the
more recent lossssin the demolition of an 18th century house and its replacement by a convenience
gore inthe 1960s (Map#47) and the loss to fire of an 1839 Gresk Reviva-style house & 29 Locust
Stregt in 1991 (Map #42).

Buildings have been moved into and out of the district. More than severty years ago, three were
moved into the didrict—the Rawson Jenkins House (MHC #22, Map #28) from Eagt Falmouth, the
Swift red edate office (MHC #701, Map#15¢) from Depot Avenue, and the Village Primary School
(MHC #744, Map #35) from what is now Town Hall Square. Two buildings, the Succanessatt House
Inn (MHC #736) and the Jenkins whaling supply store, are known to have been moved out of the
district. Three have been moved dightly within the district. They are  the Consider Hatch House
(MHC #685, Map#9), which once fronted directly on the Green and which has been moved back
from the dreet and to the west; the Braddock Dimmick House (MHC #15, Map#21), which was
moved closer to the Grannis House (Map#22) inthe 1880s and the FAmouth Cod and Qil Building
(MHC #739, Map#36), which was moved from the Watson house site ( Map #2) inthe 1850s

A discussion of key and representative buildings and landscapes in the digtrict follows.
Residentid Buildings

The Conant (Pamer) House, 65 Pdmer Avenue (MHC #487, Map#26), a 2 1/2-gtory, weathered
shingle half house with a centra brick chimney, is documented as the oldest house in the district,
dating to ca 1730. The granite foundation contains a partial basement.  Windows are 6/6. Wood
shingles cover the roof. Although the house is of post and beam congtruction, comer podts inthe
upper and lower front rooms are not visible as they were hewed to recaive the interior lath and plagter.
The lath is hand-split and the nails hand wrought. The pandled interior doors date to the last quarter
of the eighteenth century and the origina hardware hes been replaced. The house hes been added to
over the years. Captain Davis Hatch, a builder and carpenter who owned the house in the 1850s may

(continued)
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have enlarged it and updated decorative details. A wing and porch added ca. 1900 were removed in
1966.

The Conant House fronts PAmer Avenue and isjust off the Village Green. Acrossthe front isa
picket fence. The houseis pat of atwo-acre pak owned by the Famouth Historical Society. Atthe
reer of the house, a 1991 one-gtory addition housssthe Society office, library, archives, and a ged
vault for the sorage of rare documents. Behind and now attached to the addition isthe ca 1850

privy.

The house of Capt. John Hatch J. & 103 Main Strest (MHC #700, Map #14), built ca 1750, isa
typical early Falmouth house, four bays wide, 2 12 sories in height. The modest lines of this
three-quarter house are masked by a one-story open portico, with pediment with modillioned comice a
the doorway. The portico, identical to the one on the 1812 Nathanidl Shiverick House acrossthe
dregt (MHC #1, Map #15), is held up by Doric columns, similar haf columns mark the ends of the
portico on the house. The wall under the portico is covered invertica boards. The door hes two
bullseye panes in the upper portion. A brick chimney rises from the center of the housa The
foundation is red painted brick. A whitetrim board sgpearates the foundation from the shingle siding.
A two-gtory €ll that drops to one story hes been added to the back, and in 1830 a one-gtory porch was
added to the eedt Side. The house was formerly painted white. 1t was reshingled in 1993 with
shingles gained grey, and 6/12 sash windows were replaced by thermopane, true-divided-light
windows. The black shutters were removed. A picket fence runs in front of the house which is
presently the rectory of S. Barnabas Church. There isa one-car succo garage (ca. 1930) behind the
house

The Beniamin Sanford House & 57 Main Strest (MHC #686, Map #11), was built between 1750 and
1775. It isatwo-story, five-bay New England colonia, sded in shingles. An endosed pedimented
one-gtory portico marks the entrance. One-story wings on either sde of the house were added in the
early 20th century and give a horizonta emphass. A large brick chimney isdmog a the center of
the house. Wood shingles cover the roof The windowsare 6/6. A two-story €ll and detached stucco
garage and greenhouse extend from the back. The house is sted dose to the road and a picket fence
frontsthe lot. A driveway is located on the west side. The house is presently a bed and breskfast inn.
A smadl 1890s gtable with cupola, located behind the house, now bdongs to 71 Main Street (Map #12)
next door.

The Capt. John Grannis House (MHC #16, Map #22) of 1765, a 14 Hewins Stredt, begen as a
three-quarter house but was expanded to a full five bays after the Revolution. Its facade is clapboard,
while the sdes and reer are wood shingled. The doorway is framed by smple pilagters, and the door
is surmounted by a multilight transom. The entrance porch supported by four Doric columnsad
topped by a bdudgrade isa later addition. Windows are 6/6. In 1926, the one-story side wing wes
added for office goace

(continued)
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The Condder Hatch House of ca. 1767 located a 37 Main Strest (MHC #685, Map #9) is afine
Georgian-period resdence. Its windowsare bdanced symmetricdly on either sde of the entrance. A
large chimney, painted white, rises from the center of itshiproof The entrance, updated between
1820 and 1830, is framed by atransom and siddlights between panded pilasters. It is shdtered
benesth a hip-roofed portico, supported by four Doric columns.

The Ebenezer Nye House, 49 Locust Street (MHC #55, Map #46), dso daesto ca 1767. It isafive-
bay stmcture that was initialy only one room degp. The weathered shingle house hes an endlosed
portico with pediment and siddlights a the center entrance. Windows are 6/6. A small chimney
replaces the original. The house was renovated into office goace in 1985 while maintaining its audere
gopearance. At some unknown date, other two-story buildingshave been added to the back of the
house to increase its depth.

The Capt. Zimri Tobey House a 38 Locust Streat (MHC #54, Map #45) may date to before the
Revolution, though it could be a5 late as 1794, the year of Tobey's marriage. The house sands very
doseto the road. It began as a hdf-Cape with transom windowsover the door and was enlarged to a
five-bay Cgpeprior to 1920. The house hes a segp roof with three dormers, added in the early 20th
century. Anell dso daesto the early 1900s The front windows were replaced in the 1980s with
single panes of glass Capt. Tobey died in Charleston, South Caroling, in 1824. In 1854, the house
was bought by Edward Butler, who drove a sagecoach to Woods Holeto meet incoming boats and
pick up mail. A gable/carriage house a the back hes been converted to offices.

The Dr. Francis Wicks House a 55 Pdmer Avenue (MHC #21, Map#24), of 1790, dso known as the
Wood House, is anong the mogst imposing inthe district. It isa 2 1/2-gory, five-bay Federd house
with awood-shingled hip roof It features an degant, two-tiered Early Classical Revival portico with
pedimented roof. There are four evenly soaced Doric columns on eech level, those on the second *
level hold up the triangular pediment with a modillioned comice and centrd medallion. Behindthe
portico, eight Doric haf-columnsare applied to vertical boards on the facade, four on eech level. The
remainder of the main block is shingle shesthed. Two interior brick chimneys pierce the hipped roof,
joined by a bdudraded deck. Below, two gabled dormers are located on either Sde of the portico
pediment. Windows are 6/6. A long, one-story ell mns off the back. The foundation is of sone. A
low granite horse trough stands outside the side door of the ell.

The housds interior plan istwo rooms degp, around a centra hall; one long rectangular room hes

ben cregted from the two rear rooms. Eighteenth-century handblocked French wallpaper taken from a
West Famouth house hes been ingtdlled in the entrance hall and stairway. This house is smdler and
more ddicate than its hip-roofed neighbor a 54 Main Stredt, the Capt. Bodfish House, described
below.

(continued)
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A picket fence mns aong the street. To the eest behind a driveway and parking area dandsa ca

1795 dde-gabled English bam with two wide and tall centra diding doors for cariage or deigh. A
narrow strip of window lights mns horizontally above the doorway. On either sde of the entrance are
a small window and door. The roof is covered in wood shingles.

On the west dde of the house isaforma garden inthe colonia style, established by the Famouth
Garden Club in 1947 on adesign of Paul Frogt, a Cambridge landscape architect. The garden club
won the date federation prize for the gaden initsfirst year. A square gazebo (Ao 1947) a the north
end of the garden leads into a wooded memoria garden on the remaining part of the two-acre ste,
which mns to Katharine Lee Bates Road.

Sitting on the northwest comer of the Green, the Captain William Bodfish House, 54 Main Stregt
(MHC #20, Map #19), of 1814, isa large, square, two-story Fedard house, five bayswide and five
baysdeep. It istopped with ahip roof, bausraded "widow'swalk," square cupola, and four tall brick
interior chimneys, painted white. Three of the chimneys line up perpendicular to the facade. The
fourth chimney on the northwest Sde paralds the facade. There are four skylightsin the roof, one on
each dde of the house. Early photographs show the skylight in the fi-ont. The house was reshingled
and repainted white in 1991. Wooden shutters edge the 6/6 windows. At the entrance is an open
portico with Doric columns. Siddlights are a the door between stsof pilasters. A ssoond entrance
with portico is located on the west sde. A smdl one-gtory addition joins the building & the northwest
comer. The house dSts behind arail fence enclosing the 1.2-acre lot; the five-rail fence has been deam
bent to curve around to the sideyard. The property dosest to the house is landscgped with low shrubs
Severd holly trees gand behind the two-stall garage, beyond which is a parking lot for the adjacent
church. The house now saves as the First Congregationd Church Manse.

The house hes a one foundation, providinga smdl cdlar areawith abrick floor. The interior retains
many of its decorative moldings and three fireplaces. The broad front sairway inthe centra entrance
hall has been carpeted, but the narrow back dairs off the kitchen are the stegp, plain original board
dairs.

The Katharine Lee BaesHouse, 16 Main Strest (MHC #681, Map #4), was built by Mayhew Hatchin
1810. Thisfive-bay, two-story dwelling features a Doric-columned portico with pilagters around the
sddights & the door. The 6/6 windows acrossthe front are accented with dark shutters. There are
two interior chimneys, one rising from the roof ridge on the west sde and the other rising from behind
the ridge on the eest Sde. The house Sits on a Sone foundation; severd additions have bean madeto
the back. The house was re-sded in shingles, painted white, in 1993. A 33-gar American flag flies
daily from the flagpole in front of the house. At the foot of the pole is a sone marker; and in front of
that awooden sign with a profile of Katharine Lee Baes, who wrote "America The Beautiful." On
the west front lawn is another granite stone, this one memoridizing Miss Batesand her birthplace. On
the sdewdk is a granite mounting block sittingtwo inches above the sdewalk. A grey granite
hitching post had been located about four feet west of the block, but it hes been broken off to the

(continued)
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level of the walk. Until the early 20th century, there was a bam behind the houseto the eest. 1t was
drastically remodded in 1917 into a Dutch Colonial house (Map #6), which is now on a separate lot a&

20 Man Strest.

An interior feature of note isthe panding, painted white, which surrounds the dining room fireplace
from floor to ceiling. One pand covers what usad to be a Dutch oven. Narrow back dtairs, "segp a5
a ship's ladder," lead dmogt directly to a small bedroom on the sscond floor, which is presumed to
have been that of MissBates. Behind but atached to the kitchen remains the two-holer privy, one
child sze and one adult. The house is owned by the Famouth Historical Society, which opened it as
a musaum to honor Miss Bates during the 1980s  The sodiety now rentsit.

Thefive-bay Nathanid Shiverick House (MHC #1, Map #15) & 98 Main Strest was built in 1812 with
a shdlow hip roof, twin interior chimneys and a covering of narrow clgpboards. It hes a pedimented
portico with madillions a the comice and Doric columns, similar to the Capt. Hatch house (MHC
#700) acrossthe dsreet. The door dso has two glass panes in the upper segment. The entry portico is
supported by Doric columns. A 20th century encdlosure insde the columns was removed in 1993. The
narrow clagpboards and 6/6 windowswere replaced with replicas in 1993, The chimneys have bean
coated in cement.  The cgps of the fencegpodsof the four-rail fence that frontsthe house are painted
green, similar to the origina fenceposts of the Green (most other wooden fences on properties around
the Green are presently painted white). The four-bay, shingle-shesthed house a 96 Locust Strect
(MHC #57, Map #51), home of housewright Warren Gifford, was built in 1795. The house hes a
modillioned comice and an entryway with flat entablature and pilasters surrounding a door with a
five-light transom. A two-story €ell a the back drops to a one-gtory ell.

The Thatcher LewisHouse & 106 Locust Strest (MHC #59, Map #53) isa 2 1/2-gory Shingle Style
housethat originated ca 1800 as afive-bay house. Although it was dragtically dtered to its present
aopearance in 1881, the centra brick chimney and the lines of the original roof and entrance portico
ae dtill visible. The late 19th century dterations gave the house a decided horizontal emphasiswith
irregular massing, as the roofline was brought forwardto flow over the two-story addition on the north
dde of the house. This addition includes a broad, projecting polygona bay on the sscond floor of the
facade, and an integral porch on the north sde. Two-story additions were aso gppended to the reer of
the house. The architect for the dterations was Frank Hill Smith. The front entry, flanked by five-
paned siddlights, is shdtered behind a projecting portico. Windowsin front are 24/18 and 24/12;
dsawhere, there are a few windowswith large centrd panes surrounded by smdl bullseye panes.
Curved shingles accant the bay window on the facade. The housewas painted white in 1939; prior to
that date, the shingles were a weathered brown.

(continued)
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The Thomas Lawrence House a 95 Locust Strest (MHC #58, Map #52), ca. 1830, istwo gories high
and one room degp with a hip roof. It hes two brick chimneys a the back of the house. In the center
front is atwo-tiered portico with pediment somewha similar to the Dr. Francis Wicks House (MHC
#21) built forty years earlier, but the columns and windowsare taller, suggesting higher ceilingsin this
house A door opensoff the second floor of the portico. The four columns are Doric on the first

level and boxed on the sscond level, with arailing dong the edge and a smdl railing aong the

ceiling. It isshingle-sided, except for the area behind the portico, which is covered with vertica

boards with two haf-columns supporting the portico. There is afanlight over the door. Although the
basic house is one room deep, a wide two-story addition mns aong three quarters of the back; a
two-story ell further enlarges the addition. The overdzed windows are 6/6. The foundation is brick.

The house is st dose to the road on avery smdl lot landscgped with white rhododendrons, azdess,
and leucothe.

The Eraamus Gould House. 78 Main Strest (MHC #18, Map #17), of 1852, isa 2 1/2-dory Itdianate
house with a modified rectangular plan, an intersecting gable roof, and a one-story front porch. The
exterior of the house is covered with dapboards on the facade and cedar shingles on the back and
ddes of the building. Both the main body of the house and the porch are trimmed with brackets,
single and paired. The porch isflat-roofed, with square columns supporting a series of arches.
Pilegters define the comers of the house. The foundation is granite block; the three chimneys are red
brick; and all other architectura detals are wood. On the sdewdk in front isa dightly raised,
chipped granite mounting block. Behind the house and accessble from the driveway is a parking area
and a small onecar garage that bears no gpparatt architectura relation to the house. The exterior of
the house was refiarbished in 1989 in keeping with the origina design.

The aptly named Mostly Hall a 27 Main Srest (MHC #684, Map #38) is a square, hip-roofed,
three-bay, dagpboard-sheathed house surrounded by araised verandah. Tripartite windowsare floor
length on the first floor and somewhat shorter on the second floor. Cellingsare thirteen feet high. A
large square cupola rises from the roof  The bracketed roofline reflectsthe Itaianate, but the verandah
is more suggestive of the French influencein Louisana. The house got its name in the late 1%th
century for itsinterior plan, marked by thirty-foot-long hallways upgtairs and down. A tall iron fence
interspaced with granite pillars separates the house and its garden from the dreet. A rhododendron
hedge lines the front and the west sde of the yard. A brick sdewak runs infront. The former
caretaker's cottage acrossthe dreet a 24 Main Strest (MHC #683, Map #7) began as a hdf-Cape and
hes been expanded to the side and back.

The Kate Watson House a 4 West Main Street (MHC #679, Map #2), built in 1897, is a three-story,
cross-gabled house inthe Queen Anne style. It is shesthed in clgpboard on the ground floor and
shingles of two different pattems on the upper gories. It is presently painted red with yellow trim. It
features an arched recessed bacony in athird-floor gable pediment that projects out above a bay
window on the second floor. A one-gtory porch with turned spindles runs aong the front. There isa
mix of fenestration throughout, including stained glass and diamond lightsedaborating large single

(continued)
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panes, and multipaned fixed windows. The triangular pediment of the porch entrance and the west
dde gable are marked with half-timbered trim.

A driveway on the north sde leedsto atwo-car garage A large copper besch slands on the eedt Sde;
in front is ayounger weeping willow. The yard is edged with a picket fence on Main Strest and large
boulders and shmbs on North Main Street.  Behind the house, a large sable was converted in 1923
into a grey clapboard and shingle, two-door goatment house (Map #37) that is now identified as
1315 North Main Strest. A high privet hedge and a row of five trees run in front of the goatment
house.

The 1899 William C. Davis House 70 Pdmer Avenue (MHC #23, Map #27), isathree-story Shingle
Style ssmcture, rectangular in plan with a projecting geble and porch. The house is covered with red
oaedar shingles except for the pediment of the projecting gable which hes exposed wooden ssmctural
members reminiscent of the earlier Stick Style. The gable pediment dso hes a Gothic-style arch cut
into the eave to adlow more light to reech the attic window. The mogt notable feature of the houseis
the eyebrow dormer window on axis aiove the front door. Other architecturd details include brackets,
dentil molding, Doric-style columns supporting the front porch, and a Pdladian window inthe third-
floor sde gable, facingeest. A large plate-glass window daborated with a horizonta strip of sained
glass marks the living room. The foundation isfieldstoneand the chimneys are brick.

The house fronts northeest onto PAmer Avenue, one house down from the Village Green. Itis
adjacent to severd other Queen Anne, Stick, and Shingle Style residences dso built in the late 1800s
A dirt driveway on the northwest sde leedsto a smal garden shed behind the house, which gppearsto

have been built a the sametime. The garage hes a stegply pitched roof and an daborate vergeboard.
The houseis in good condition.

Nonresidential Buildings

The Firgt Congregationa Church, 68 Main Street (MHC #19, Map #18), was begun in 1796, but vastly
dtered inthe mid 19th century, achieving its present gppearance as essentidly an Itdianate-style
building in 1857. The frame was moved from itsorigina location directly on the Green to its presant
gte in 1856 after an existing house was removed. At that time, a five-foot-high granite block
foundation was built for avestry. The foundation required five gairs leading to the entrance. A new
three-stlaged clocktower and belfry was built to contain the 1796 Paul Revere bell, and a spire was
added to the segple. At the center entrance is a projecting two-story, gable-roofed endosure with
three narrow round-headed windowsrising above a double door set benegth an arch.  Pilagters define
both the main block and the vestry; quoins trim the edges here and on the main building; and large
singular brackets fiirther ornament the building. Fenestration conggts of long, narrow, round-heeded
windowsthroughoui.

(continued)
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The dapboard-sded church, originally painted white, was painted tan with dark brown trim in the last
half of the 19th century. Since 1925, it hes again been painted white.

Additions to the rear of the building were mede in 1968 and again in 1992. The latter addition
conggsof a gabled roof, 1 1/2-gory, white duminum-sided building. This addition sands on the site
of the 1897 cariage shed, which was demolished in 1962. In 1958, the Victorian interior was
changed to Colonia Reviva style. The meta ceiling was removed, meta columns supporting the

ba cony were encasad in wood, and Victorian globes were changed to Colonia-stylecanddaora. The
front of the church isframed by sevard large trees and there is an old gonewall and lane to the left

of the church leading to the landscaped parking arear The church property extendsto Katharine Lee
Bates Road.

. Bamabas Memoria Episcopad Church, Main Street (MHC #689, Map #13), designed by Boston
architect Henry Vaughan, was built in 1890 in an English Gothic style using large ashlar blocksof
gray granite with dark red sandgonetrim. The building conssts of a main block, comer bell tower,
entry porch with vestibule, and severd wings. The three-story, spire-topped stone tower with
buttressng sandsa the northwesterly corner.  The two-door pointed-arch entrance is in a gabled
one-gtory endosed porch projecting from the main block. Stained glassand leeded diamond-sheped
panes ae s within pointed-arch window openings.

The church dts back from Main Stregt, and its companion one-story stone Parish House (Map #13b)
built around the sametime, is located further back from the established satback around the Green.
The long side of the rectangular parish house facesthe dreet. Its Segp hip roof is broken by five
gable pediments above three pointed-arch windows and two pointed-arch doors. A narrow conical
spire, copper-tipped, rises from the roof The windows are diamond-paned. Three similar windows
line the south sde of the building o that from the street, one can s through the building to the pond
behind. The sidewdk in front of the church is severd feet above dreet grade, requiring arailing
dong the walk. Afieldstonewall, dso built inthe 1890s mns dong the west sde of the property,
tuming to run about five feet dong Main Stregt/north side to shdter abench. Large trees once lined
the sdewak in front of the church, but they are fewer in number today. Also on the three-acre ste
ae alarge parish hall built in 1958 (Map #14c), and a chepd created in 1962 in the former cariage
sheds (Map #14d), which were built of gonein 1894. A forma garden lies between the parish hall
and the chapd. The garden and secondary buildings are located behind the church, overlooking
Sider's Pond. A large parking lot is sted in front of the parish hall.

The Queen's Buyway and Parkway summer shopping complex. PAmer Avenue a North Main Stregt
(MHC #741, Map #s 32, 34), is composed of three long and two small, 1 1/2-gory buildings with
ColoniadReviva detailing. Two of the long buildings are on the north side of PAmer Avenue, ad
the one on the south sde continues around the corner to North Main Street. A tower with a bacony
and cupola suggests a lighthouse and forms the centerpiece of the complex a the comer of Pdmer

(continued)
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Avenue and North Main Stret.  Altogether, the complex provides an attractive PAmer Avenue
entrance to the Village Green district.

There are twelve gores on the south sde including two smdl detached buildings, one a either end,
and ten gores in the two northside buildings. All the buildings are covered with weathered wooden
shingles and whitetrim boards The south side, the Queen's Buyway, was congmcted in 1925, The
facade is broken up 90 that some storefronts with gables project out from the main building. The
gebles have large ova windowsand some of the doorways have large daborate pediments.  The two
buildings on the north sde, known as the Parkway, were built in 1926. They are not as well
congtmcted as the Buyway shops and lack many of its decorative architectura dements They feature
primarily large multi-paned windows and shed dormers in false-front roofs.

The Wood Lumber Complex. 81 Locust Strest (MHC #693, Map #50), begun ca 1908, conddts of six
buildings. Building #1 contains the retail sales/officearea and its Colonia Reviva facade fronts on
Locugt Street.  Thislong, narrow building isthe oldest in the complex, appearing on the 1908 map. It
is shingle-sided, and one sory inthe front and two gtories in the back. The sscond story was added in
1961. The etrance and large-pane windowsformerly fronted on Locust Street, but the windows were
removed and in order to facilitate entry from the parking areg, the door was rdocated to the sde of
the building, probably inthe 1950s To enter the Wood Lumber complex today, one tums off Locust
Street pedt a parking area on the left and Building #1 on the right.

Building #2, just padt the parking area on the left, conssts of two one-story garagesjoined together
with ashed. One garage is cdlgpboard-sheathed, gable-roofed, with wooden double doors, while the
other is hip roofed, congmcted of textured concrete block with glasspaned wooden doors. Both
gmctures gopears on a 1923 map. A chainlink fence attached to the front comer of the concrete
garage and mnning across the entrance road separates the wooden garage and Building #1 from the
sheds in the lumberyard proper.

Padt the gate. Building #3 is on the right, behind Building #1. This red-painted wooden storage shed

was new inthe 1920s according to a photogragph on the Wood Lumber office wall, and it gopears on
the 1930 Sanbom map.

Building #4 is along, two-story building containing two drive-through sections. The front section is
newer than the rear, which datesto the earliest period of the yard and gopears on the 1908 mep. The
gabled pesk of the old section faces south and in design is dose to that of the center section of
Building #3. Part of this wooden shed was long ago lettered "Cypress, Pine, White Wood Molding"
on the upper gtory of the gable end facing the street.  The back of this section pardlds therailroad
tracks, with aocess doors on both floorsalowing essy off-loading from the trains. The doors on the
upper floor dide up; the doors on the first floor once opened inward but no longer fiinction, and some
have been replaced. The yard no longer recaeives materids viarail. A newer open shed extending

(continued)
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south from this older section dso pardlds the railroad track. This section dates to the early 1940s,

when Wood Lumber greatly incressed its operation, thanks to the government buildup of neerby Camp
Edwards for the war effort.

Building #5 sands south of Building #4. Thislong building includes atwo-story endosed gable
gmcture opposite the oldest section of Building #4. This section of Building #5 gppears on the 1923
Sanbom map. An open gorage shed has been added to the eest Sde of the origina shed and mns
perpendicular to it, with its gabled end facing Locust Street.  This addition probably datesto the early
1940s a5 it gopears on the 1945 Sanbom map.

Building #6 isthe newest smcture of the complex and sits south of building #5. It replaces two
origina sheds which were destroyed by fire in 1968. The new building consgdts of sed girders
supporting a partly tranducent auminum roof, with the floor goecetotally open for storage.

Landscgpes

The Village Green (MHC #s 911, 920; Map #20) is a one-acre triangle of flat, open land bounded by
a section of Main Street on the south and on the north and Hewins Street on the west.  Two churches,
a bank, and nine two-story housss and their trees framethe Green. Most buildings are presently
painted white. All but the sone S. Bamabas Church are sat dose to the sidewak. Many have picket
or whiterail fences, parallelling the whitetwo-rail fence around the Green, reinforcing its outline.
(The present two-rail fence isa 1956 structure of black locust wood, from trees felled in that year's
hurricane; it is sad to replicate the ceder original.) The grasscovered Green is edged with trees,
mostly ms and pin oeks afew evargreens surround an eectric box. A sonedust peath crossesthe
Green from the comer of Main and Hewins Streets to the center of the eestem Sde in front of the
First Congregational Church (Map#18). The American flag flies daily from aflagpolein the center
of the Green. A tricentennial sone marking atime cgpaule sts in front of the flagpole. A smal sone
memoria with awooden wishing well structure (1930) on top sands a the eestem point dong with
traffic directional sgnds.

Elijah Swift, the town's leading busnessman of the mid 19th century, planted dms around the Green
in 1832 and ingalled the site's first two-rail fence. Swift sought the approva of the town, saying he
would remove the trees if the town did not like them. Mogt of the older dms were destroyed during
the 1938 hurricane. Andm on the Green taken down in 1990 because of Dutch Elm dissase was 94
yearsold. On the Green today are twenty tress—ten dms, nine pin ogks, and a ginko. On the north
dde of the Green dand ten trees saven dms, mostly young replacements, and three pin osks Atthe
bese of the Green are three pin oeks and one em. On the south sde of the Green are six trees: three
pin oaks, two ems, and a smdl ginko. Some of the dms are primarily vertica, having logt their vase
shgpeto pmning and damage.

(continued)
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Today the Green is till a centra gathering place for militia drills, parades and the annud carol sing
and Chrigtmas display..

The Old Burying Ground (MHC #808, Map #54), a the intersection of Locust Street and Mill Road,
is included as a discontiguous part of the Village Green Higtoric District because it was the center of
the original town settlement. It is conddered individually digible for listing on the National Register
of Historic Places. Thiswas the dte of the town's first two medinghouses ad its first cemetery, as
well as the training ground for the militia. The town owned the large tract of land between the Old
Burying Ground and the present Village Green until the 17505 when the Green was developed and the
land in between was s0ld in large tracts to a few descendants of the original proprietors.

The Old Burying Ground's 4 12 seduded acres border Sider's Pond and are defined by fieldstone
walls. The rectangular cemetery contains gpproximatey 775 sones, dating from 1706 to 1989. (After
1854, most burias were a the new Ok Grove Cemetery, located northwest of the village center.) It
was the site of Falmouth's first two medtinghouses.  The entrance to Cemaery Lane is marked by two
curved granite walls. Photogragphs in 1900 show tall decorative iron gates a the entrance that are no
longer present.  From this point, the tree-shaded dirt road known as Cemetery Lane extends to a picket
fence gate that opensto the burid ground. Continuing essterly to Sider's Pond, thisroad hes
historically provided public aocess to the freshwater pond. The road is sparaed from the buria
ground by large maple and sycamore trees that are more than 70 years old. A few ftischiaazaess red
cadars and somee, thuya, and white pines grow among the ceametary stones. There are open goacss in
the cemetery, and there is a dear swath of grass mnning perpendicular from Cemetary Lane to the
opposite gone wall.

Markers in the Old Burying Ground are marble, date, granite, sasndsone and fieldstone. Most date to
the first half of the nineteen century, but many are 18th century dates. The oldest sones are located
neer the road about fifty yards from the pond. Exposure to naturd dements has mede some sones
damod illegible. There isan assortment of skulls, angds, portraits, and sunburgts on the dates and
sandgtones and um/weeping willow designs on the marbles as well a8 some dates. Some of the dates
have been encasad in rectangles of cement.  There are a number of rectangular soneswith crosses but
no names, which have bean varioudy described as markers for paupers or persons drowned in
Vineyard Sound.

Other Open Soece in the District

The Historical Society property on the west sde of the Wood House a& 55 PAmer Avenue (MHC #21)
includes aformal colonial-style garden that datesto 1947. A square gazeho a the north end of the
garden leeds into a wooded memorid garden that hes been developed on the remaining part of the
two-acre dte. Three privately owned landscgped gardens add to the Village Green District strestscagpe.
The garden a Mostly Hall (MHC #684) probably datesto the early years of the housgs exigence. It

(continued)
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is lined on one sde with atall rhodendron hedge.  The vacant blacksmith's lot (Map #39) on Locust
Stret was landscgped inthe 1970sto look like the sideyard of the William Nye . House a 1 Locust
Srest (MHC #690). The landscaping shidlds a parking lot from the sreet. There isaforma garden
to the sde of the Mosss Fish House a 15 Main Srest (MHC #680). A huge copper beech inthe
Sdeyard a the Thatcher Lewis House a 106 Locust Street (MHC #59) is another landmark.

Veacant Lots/Current Conditions

Ore lot inthe proposed National Register Historic District hes been vacant for more than fifty years
An unpaved parking lot is located between two of the Queans Bough buildings (Map #34) on Pamer
Avenue; there have been no effortsto landscapeit.

There has bean little new constmction around the Green in the 20th century (excluding additions and
renovations). The mog significant intmsion may well have bean the introduction of the car and the
noise of cars passing by. The town does not alow parking around the Green and this hes preserved
its gopearance. The heavy traffic flow on North Main and Locust Stregts hes been more intrusive,
contributing to increesed business use of residential properties on Locust Street. Speeding vehicles
have knocked down the fence around the Inn & One Main Strest (MHC #678) severd times.
Historical Society guides who conduct weekly tours from the Old Burying Ground to the Green ae
often unable to make themsdves heard over the noise of tmcek traffic. Shrubs have replaced most of
the picket fences that once lined the dreet. The mogt intmsive stmcture in the district isthe L'il
Peech convenience store (Map #47), which was built in 1969. A new house & 51 Main Strest was
designed to be in keeping with the rest of the didtrict.

Archaeologicad Description

While no prehistoric stes are currently recorded in the didtrict, it is possble that Stes are present.
Two dtes ae recorded in the generd area (within one mile). The physica characterigtics of the
digtrict are dso favorable indicators for prehigtoric ste locations. The district is located on well
drained, level to moderatdy doping terrain in dose proximity to both fresh and sdt water ecosystemns
Vineyard Sound and Falmouth Harbor are located lessthan a mile to the south, separated from the
digtrict by alow lying coagtd plain containing Sdt Pond, Sders Pond, and Shivericks Pond. Given
the above information, the sze of the ditrict (38.1 acres), and the availability of open goace within
the district, a high probability exists for the recovery of significant prehistoric survivals.

There isds0 ahigh probability for significant historic archaeologica remains within the digtrict.
Structurd remains may be presant dating from the town's first settlement inthe 17th century through
the 19th century. Mogt of the town's first sattlement was located between Sdt and Fresh (Siders)
Ponds, south of the Old Burying Ground and the proposed district. Because of the dose proximity of
the first settlement areato the district, stmctural remains from this period may be presant dthrough

(continued)
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they are currently undocumented.  Structurd remains from the town's first two meeting houses,
however, may survive inthe old burying ground lot, a discontiguous part of the district located south
of the main district area. The first meeting house was built inthe areaca 1690. That meeting house
wes replaced in 1717 by alarger houss, the frame from which was moved to the Village Greenin
1756 and incorporated into the First Congregationd Church. Stmcturd remains from 18th- and 19th-
century residences and/or farms are dso possble within the district. At least six houses surrounded
the Green a the time of the Revolution, with 12 housss clustering around the Green in 1820. Eight of
these houses remain today, indicating potentia stmctura survivalsin the Green locde. Many of the
housssthat were demolished have been replaced; however, saverd were not replaced.  Some of the
more important houses no longer extant in the district where structura remains may survive include
the 18th-century site of the town's first Pogt Office a the Queans Buyway parking lot on Pdmer
Avenue, an 18th-century Colonia Period house on Locugt &. that was demolished and replaced by a
convenience gore inthe 1960's, and an 1839 Gresk Reviva home on 29 Locust Stret that bumed in
1991. Stmcturd remains may aso survive from the Succanessat House Inn and Jenkins Whaling
Supply Store, both of which were moved out of the district. Archaeologica survivasmay dso exist
from the origina ste of the Braddock Dimmick House, which was moved doser to the Grannis House
in the 1880's, and the ste of the FAmouth Cod and Oil Building, which was moved to its present
location between 1856 and 1880. A ca 1830 blacksmith shop was dso present on a currently vacant
lot on Locust Street.  Stmcturd remains from outbuildings are dso probable within the district. Many
18th- and 19th-century residences inthe district hed rdaed carriage sheds, barns, tool sheds or shops.
In a leest one indance a barn assodated with the 1810 Katherine Lee Bates House & 16 Main Street
was moved off" that lot and rebuilt into a resdence, leaving potential archaeologicd survivasa its
former location. Occupationa related features (trash pits, privies, wells) adso probably survive inthe
digtrict, including extant smctures as well as those no longer extant. Unmarked graves may dso exist
in the old burying ground area, where paupears and anonymous drowning victims are reportedly buried.

(end)
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Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

X B removed from its original location.

C a hirthplace or grave.

X D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
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ARCHITECTURE
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ca. 1730-1945
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1746 (construction of 3rd meetinghouse)
1818 (arrival of Elijah Swift)
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(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
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N/A

Architect/Builder
Henrv Vaughan

Frederick Law Olmsted
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Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
_ Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission



Falmouth Village Green Historic District Barnstable County, MA
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

X See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
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Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Karen Allen and Ann Sears, Falmouth Certified Local Government, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Falmouth Village Green National Register Historic District contains a well-preserved assamblage
of late 18th and 19th century residences and ingtitutional buildings associated with its devdlopment &
the historic center of FaAmouth. The wood frame buildings surrounding the Green represent the early
devdopment and evolution of a smdl and isolated colonia seafaring town on the southwest coast of
Cape Cod whose people were involved in the historic events of their day. The district is significant to
the maritime history of Massachusattsand the United States because of the town's long involvement
with Charleston, South Caroling, its active participation in the Revolution, the War of 1812, the
whaling and live oaking industries. It is significant locally and in Bamstable County and in
Massechusettsfor a particularly atractive village green which developed from town common land.
The digtrict retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
asociaion and fiilfils National Register Criteria A and C on the locd level.

Higtorical Development Summary

Firgt Settlement and Incorporation: ca 1650-ca 1750

Incorporated as the settlement of Suckanesset in 1686, Falmouth was the first town to devdop on the
south sde of the Cape. The first pamanent European settlement of Falmouth begen ca 1660. Many
of the earliest arrivals cameto Famouth by a circuitous route that procesded from the English county
of Kent to Scituate and Saugus, and thence to Plymouth, Sandwich, and Bamstable.  The early name
of the sattlement, Saconessst or Suckanessst, came from the Native American word meaning "place
where black wampum isfound."

In November 1661, thirteen settlers recorded "an agreement for laying out the lands a Suckanessst."
This initia settlement areawas in present Falmouth Village, between Sdt Pond on the west and Fresh
Pond (now Sider's Pond) on the eest. The agreament recognized that two men, Issac Robinson ad
Jonathan Hatch, had dready built housss by granting them the land on which their dwellings stood.
The origina land grants included lots of approximately 20 aores as well as common land for the

grazing of shegp and cattle. The Old Burying Ground was laid out just to the north of Sider's Pond in
1677.

Famouth was formally sat of f from the mother town of Bamatable on June 4, 1686, when the Genard
Court of Plymouth County granted a Charter of Incorporation. At that time, the areawas till known
by the Native American name of "Saconesst." The population was probably limited to about 25
families or approximately 100 persons, with most concentrated in the original settlement & Falmouth
Village. The name "Famouth" gopearsto have been adopted gradudly, first gppearing in documents
in 1694. The name was sdected because Falmouth, England, was the home port of Bartholomew
Gosnold, the first English explorer to visit the areain 1602.

(continued)
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In itsfirst century, Falmouth was primarily an agricultura community. Due to its geographica
isolation from the rest of Cape Cod, where settlement had concentrated on the northem sde adong
Cape Cod Bay, and due as well to the poor condition of colonial roads, Falmouth's main mode of
travel and trade beyond its borders was by s out of Vineyard Sound and Buzzards Bay. The
agricultural economic base was probably supplemented by the areds rich fish and shellfish resources,
available dong the extendve coadline. Main Strest was laid out in 1687 as part of the County Road
connecting Falmouth with its parent town of Bamstable. Locust Street and Pdmer Avenue were dso
laid out during the last half of the 17th century.

The first meetinghouse was built ca 1690 on a four-acre site near the 1677 Burying Ground. The
building was "lessthan thirty feet square” and sarved as an "assambly hall, fort, sorm shdter and
possibly a school." It is speculated that it was awood-frame structure endosad by a hip roof, with
entries on three sdes and a raised podium againg the fourth wall. Thisbuilding was replaced by a
larger structure on the same site in 1715. Built a& a cogt of 168 pounds raised through the sde of
pews, the new mestinghouse was "thirty feet square and eighteen feet high with as flat aroof a
possible” Upper gdleries were added to three sdesin 1737. After years of debate, in 1756, the
townspeople moved the medtinghouse about a quarter of amile north to the then more central location
of the present-day Village Green. The third medtinghouse was congtructed on the Training Field of
1748 (now the Village Green). The new mestinghouse was forty-two feet soquare with entranceson
three ddes, araised pulpit on the north wall, and gdleries aove the three entries. It was endosed by
a steep-pitched gable roof

From Colonia to Federd Era 1750-1814

After the meetinghouse was moved to the Green, development of the new village center proceeded as
farmland was broken into smaller lots for tradesmen and sa captains. At least seven housss were
built during this period around the Green or dong the Locust Street gpproach to the Green. Mogt of
the buildingswere two-story, three-quater houses, sded in weethered shingles.

Following the Revolution, avariety of maritime industries led Falmouth into a period of great growth
and prosperity, surpassed only by the devdopments of the modem era Mgjor population increases,
expanson of the village center as well as severd other village settlements throughout the town,
diversification of the economy, transportation improvements, and devdopment of new socid,
educationa, and religious opportunities, all combined to produce a more mature and heterogeneous
Ociety.

In 1796, a bell was purchasad from Paul Revere (1735-1818) by Timothy Crocker for the First
Congregationa Church of Falmouth. Crocker was father-in-law of Falmouth's minister, the Reverend
Henry Lincoln. The bell weighs 807 pounds and cost 42 cents per pound, atotal of $338.94. The
bell, the 15th cagt by Revere, is one of only 37 remaining that were cagt in Reverés lifetime. (The
First Congregational Church aso ownsthree Smon Willard Clocks. The first two came into its

(continued)
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possession during the 1840-1844 remodelling of the 1796 medtinghouse. One, a gdlery clock, may
have been given to the Church by Elijah Swift. The other, athree-faced turret clock, occupies the
belfry.)

During the revolutionary erg, the training ground was usad by the locd militia. By the end of the
century, the Green began to be further defined as a desirable residentia area Seveard innswere
established inthe district by 1800, and resdences along the Green began to house some of Falmouth's
most prominent citizens-its doctors, ministers, busness leedars, as well as whaling captains and ship
owners. By the 1790s four houses were congructed on the north and west sdes of the Green that
would symboalize its improved gatus. These houssswere larger and more stylishly symmetrica than
those built before the Revolution, reflecting the prosperity of the townspeople from trade with
Charleston, South Carolina, and the West Indies. By 1800, Falmouth hed a population of 1,882 and
268 houses. In 1802, sixty boats were registered, averaging 56 tons eech. A tota of 54 were
coagters, with 30 carrying lumber to the southem gates and the Wett Indies. The town's southem
connection was only temporarily broken by the War of 1812

The Green was again usd as atraining ground from 1806, when the Famouth Artillery Co. was
formed, through to 1815. Although much of New England opposed the War of 1812 and many parts
of the Cgpe remained neutral, FAmouth was an active participant. Led by Capt. Weston Jenkins and
Lt. William Nye, the artillery company fought to recgpture ships teken by the British inthe Sound. In
1813 Nye and his men were listed as serving on John Crocker's ship Harmony, which had bean issued
a letter of marque to operate as a privateer by the U.S. govemment. On Jan. 28, 1814, the town was
bombed by the British frigate Nimrod, which was demanding the artillery's two guns. There was
damage to property, but since the British had given civilians timeto leave, no liveswere lost.

Consolidation and Prosperity: 1818-1860

With the move of Elijah Swift to the Village Green area in 1818, the Green became the economic
center of Famouth. Swift had bean involved in saltmaking and shipbuilding in Famouth and trade
and housebuilding in Charleston—by the early decades of the 19th century, Swift's 10,000 feet of
satworks represented  the largest holding in town and mede his among the largest such works in the
date. With the end of the War of 1812, Swift was responsible for restoring Falmouth's southem
connections, he obtained U.S. Navy contracts, beginning in 1816, for harvesting live ogk timber from
southem swamps for the construction of Navy vessds. Swift dso established Falmouth's whaling
industry in 1820 with the first of nine ships besed in Woods Hole. Many Falmouth men were
employed in his arduous live-oaking endeavors, and 250 locd resdents were involved inwhaling.

The growing wedlth of the community was reveded in the establishment on the Village Green of the
Famouth National Bank (MHC #688), founded by Elijah Swift in 1821. The town's increasing
sophistication was reflected in the creation of alocd newspeper two years later. One room of the
bank was the reading room where the town's foremost citizens met in the evenings to reed newspgpars

(continued)
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and journals and discuss busness. Inthe early 18205 Swift's son-in-law John Jenkins opened a
whaling supply store next to his home a 20 Hewins Srest (MHC #17). Jenkins shop would ouitfit
mog of the town's young men for the next 50 years (it hes since been moved out of the district).

Shipping formed the heart of Falmouth's maritime economy during this period. Famouth shipswent
south in the early fall, carrying lumber dong with severd hundred young carpenters and mechanics
who found employment in the Carolinas and Georgia in the winter months. In the meantime, the ships
gathered cargoes of cotton, molasses rice, and sugar, returning to Falmouth in the spring intime for
the fishing and growing seeson. Aslate as 1832, housewrights and shoemekears were reported

geending eight months of every year inthe south. Famouth was the only town in Bamstable County
to maintain this southem connection well into the mid 19th century. Severd housesin the district-
including Mostly Hall (MHC #684) and the Thomas Swift House (MHC #687)-reflect the southem
influence in their gppearance.

By 1820, twelve houssswere dudgtered neer the church on the Green.  Eight of those remain. The
Village Green was improved with the addition of a fence and tress in 1832, with donations from
Elijah Swift. Intha year. Swift wontown permission to plant dms around the perimeter a& his own
expenxz and to fence it in. Hissons Oliver C. and George W. bought houses around the Green (at 54
and 57 Main Stregt). And over the next thirty years, Elijah himsdf and his sons-in-law John Jenkins
and Eraamus Gould built three new housssin the area, & 71 Main Strest, 20 Hewins &., and 78 Main

Street, respectively. Swift descendants continued to occupy severa houses around the Green until the
early 20th century.

The Green reached full development during the mid 19th century and became primarily residentid in
character. It lodt its position as the govemment center in 1840 when Falmouth built a Town House
further eest on Main Strest, permanently removing govemment functionsfrom the First Congregationd
Church. In 1856, the church itself was moved to the side, and the Green took on its presant open
form.

By the 1850s 121 buildingsstood in Famouth Center.  Of these, 99 were houses, six with shops
atached. Fourteen were used for commercid purposss, including two groceries, severd legther and
hamess shops awhaling supply shop, a hotel, a bank, and two smiths. But while some housesinthe
district had commercid assodiations, all such activity hed been diminated by mid century as
commerciad enterprises concentrated more a the eest end of Main Streat (and outside the nominated
district). The Green remained an indtitutional center and location of a number of imposing residences

From Maritime Economy to Summer Resort:  The Beginnings of Change, 1860-1830
At mid century, Falmouth gppeared to be a gable collection of small, distinct villages whaose robust

economies were based on the maritime industries of shipping, whaling, fishing, and sdtmaking. But
change was about to occur. Substantid numbers of citizens were travelling to other parts of the world,

(continued)
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learning new industrial and commercia skills, and bringing them back to Falmouth. Those who
remained a home were not unaware of the modem world, and many were investing heavily in stocks,
especidly railroad stock, and in off-Cape banks.  Elijah Swift epitomized the bold, prosperous, ad
progressive Famouth citizen of the mid 19th century.

Elijah Swift died in the 1850s after having transferred much of his whaling fleet to New Bedford.
Shipbuilding changes meade live oak no longer important to the U.S. Navy, and Swift's satmaking
industry was dso on its lagt legs with the discovery of sdt mines in New Y ork.

By 1870, the economy of the town hed serioudy foundered. Its maritime base had been weekened by
the shift from sea to rail for the trangport of goods, and by the devduation of whae products. At the
sametime, saltmaking had bean completely wiped out by rising production costs and lowering of duty
on imported sdt. Construction in the district dowed through the early 1870s as Famouth |ooked for a
new economic base. The town's lag sdtworks were sold in 1870 to the developers of Famouth
Heights, located eest of the district, which would become the town's first summer resort.  Agricultural
enterprises outside the center were sold for devdopment during the same period.

The extension of the railroad to Falmouth in 1872 opened the town to a new land boom & a summer
resort. Inthe 1870s wedthy Bogston textile manufacturers and merchants begen summering in
Famouth, staying first inthe colonia housss on the Green before building estates on the outskirts and
dong the shore. SUmMmer residents provided seesond employment to the community, and some large
esate ownears began reforesting the town. This same period dso saw the establishment of nationally
renowned maring/scientific ingtitutions a Woods Hole and the growth of a subgtantiad Portuguese
community which successftiUy pursued vegetable, cranberry and strawberry growing in Eagt Falmouth.

Summer Resort Development:  1880-1930

At first, only the very wesalthy could afford to build summer homes in the Falmouth area.  But by the
1880sand 1890s large devdopments outside the center, and the addition of summer amenities within
the center, were attracting an increasing number of seesond visitors.

From 1880 to 1910, the Green began to reflect the presence of summer residents who had bean
tuming Falmouth into a summer resort since the extenson of the railroad in 1872. In 1890 Elijah
Swift's former home, by then the Succanessdt Inn, was moved to Cahoon Court to make room for S
Bameabas Episcopa Church (MHC #689), whose congtruction was financed by summer resident E.
Ferson Becbe (Swift's former house would become, in its new location, a home for Begbe's
chauffeurs) The addition of the dark granite S. Bamabas Church in 1890 to the white wooden
buildings around the Green fiirther sgnaed Famouth's new era Begbe brought English-bom Boston -
architect Henry Vaughan and Boston landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted to Falmouth to build
this Episcopd church as a memorid to his parents. The sandgoneis said to have come from the
quarry that was usaed for the edging of Trinity Church in Boston. Olmsated's siting alowed the church
and adjacent parish houseto be framed by trees and open goece and used the lawn to connect to ad

(continued)
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widen the Green a its narowest point. &. Barnabas is ane of only three churches known to have
bemn sited and landscaped by Olmsted.

102411

In this period, the Green d=0 reflects Falmouth's growth as a small town with municipa sarvices such

as water and fire protection. In 1901 a decorative iron horse trough was instadled at the tip of the
Green by another summer resident, James Bleakie, who hed ingtalled the town's water system. (The
trough was removed to the water department premises in 1930 and replaced by a smdler "wishing

well" smcture)) In 1906 an unused primary school was moved to North Main Street to be used ss a

hose house (MHC #744) by the new fire depatment. 1t was around thistimethat the old whaing
supply store of John Jenkins was moved out of the district.

The 1890s saw the ends of PAmer Avenue and Main Strest filled with Queen Anneand Shingle Style
houses. Some were built by individuals who hed grown up around the Green.  The shift inthetown's

economic bagzto the sAle of land for summa home constmction can be ssan inthe 1 Main Strest

house (MHC #678) of E.E.C. Swift S., Elijah's grandson, who operated the most extensive red estate

busness intown. Other PAmer Avenue houssswere built for individuas who had grown up on
Quisstt farmsthat had been sold to summer resdents.

The extension of the railroad to Falmouth and Woods Hole shifted trading activities from the former

town dock a Shore Street to the train depot west of PAmer and Locust Stregts and signded the end of

shipping as an important factor in Falmouth. A livery stable opened a 21 North Main Strest (MHC
#739) opposite Depat Avenue in the 1880s to convey passangasto their final destinations. 1n 1908
the Wood Lumber Co. (MHC #693) was moved from Shore to Locust Street, dso neer the railroad.

The devdopment of the Queans Buyway shopping center (MHC #741) in 1926 on both sdes of

Pdmer Avenue isthe last mgjor undertaking in the Village Green District. ThisColonial Reviva strip

of small, connected, one-story stores was designed as an attraction for summer residents that would
d0 save as an entrance to the Village Green.

Historical and/or architectura significance of individual structures

The present First Congregationa Church of Famouth (MHC #19), the third medtinghouse
demondrates in its history the pattem of devedopment for Falmouth Center and the Village Green.

The earliest church and town records datethat a leest 5 12 acres were st aside for a burial ground,
training field, and medtinghouse lot. On June 6, 1687, the townspeople st adde forty acres of upland

and provided a house for the minister. The Village Green is beieved to be a part of the lands s

adde The first mestinghouse was built ca 1690 within the walls of the Old Burying Ground off Mill

Road. In 1708, ningteen parsons withdrew from the Old Barngtable Church to incorporate the

Famouth Church under the leadership of the Rev. Joseph Metcalf Disagreement over the size of the

house and the type of pews kept the townspeople from building a new medtinghouse until 1715, when

(continued)
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they agread on athirty-foot-square house on the same lot. The wallswere finished on the outside
only. Later, money from the sde of pew gpotswas usad to finish the insde. No physica evidence
hes been found of these first two medtinghouses.  Church records gate that eech time anew
mestinghouse was built, materids from the previous one were used.

As the town grew, amore centraly located training ground for the militia and the ste of alarger
medtinghouse were sought. As part of the Town's land, called "the medting house lot," the present
Green (MHC #920) was laid out in 1749 as a 1 1/2-acre training ground and site of the 1756, 42-foot-
guare mestinghouse.  According to town records, this lot was originaly five acres, but the town sold
al but 1 12 acresin 1747.

By 1791, with the 1756 medtinghouse in disrepair, a new medtinghouse was built that once again used
the materids from the previous house and isthe skdeton of the present First Congregationa Church.
Finished in 1796, this medtinghouse, because of sgparation of church and state under the new
Congtitution, was a church rented by the town for medtings. 1t was for the belfry of this Church that
Paul Revere cadt hisfifteenth bell. The frame of this medtinghouse was removed from the Green in
1858 to its presat site on the Green's north sde, a which time, it was dtered with the gpplication of
Itdianate trim and pointed-arch window openings.

The Conant House (MHC #487) may be the house referred to in early Falmouth Congregational
Church records as the house built for the Reverend Mr. Jodah Marshdl in 1724, and then purchesed
for $545 by the town in 1730 for the next minister, the Reverend Mr. Samud Pdmer, for whom
Pdmer Avenue is named. Church records in 1751 datethat the Church met a the minister's home
while the 1756 medtinghouse was under congtruction. The house was owned privately in the 1820s by
carpenter Davis Hatch, and around the end of the 19th century, it served briefly as the first of severd
Elm Arch Inns. In 1966, the FAmouth Historical Society bought the house from the Conant family
and openad it in 1968 as a museum displaying early Falmouth artifacts from farming, cranberry
growing, saltmaking, glassmaking, shipbuilding, whaling, blacksmithing, needlework. It dso housss
military memorabiliaand a Katharine Lee Baes exhibit.

Seven extant houses were built inthe years just after the meetinghouse was moved to the Green,
Three formed the south sde of the medtinghouse lo—the Consder Hatch. Benjamin Sanford. and John
Hatch houses (MHC #s 685, 686, and 700, respectively). Two cthers no longer existing formed the
northem side of the triangle with the Conant house.  Congtmction of the Grannis house (MHC #16)
gave the Green itsbesein 1765. Two houses stood on Locust Street, the Ebenezar Nlye and Zimri
Tobev housss (MHC #s 55 and 54). All the pre-Revolution houssswere sided in wood shingles. Al
but one were 2to 2 12 gories high; one was a hdf-Cape. Three were initialy four bays wide, cdled
three-quarter houses. Two werefive-bay colonials. Six hed gable roofs; one hed a hip roof

(continued)
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The Condder Hatch House of 1767 shows the grestest Georgian influence of the eerly houses The
house was built for Condgder Hatch, a descendant of Jonathan Hatch, one of the founders of the town.
He served as the town clerk for many years before moving west. Hisland ran down to the pond
behind his house, which was namead Sider's Pond. This house once fronted directly on the Green and
was located dose to the Sanford housa. It was moved west and back from Main Stregt fifty years
ago. A subdivision road now sgparatesthe house from its former site. The house has bemn divided
into condominiums.

The Beniamin Sanford House (MHC #686), built between 1755 and 1775, probably begen as a
three-quarter house, as evidenced by its off-center chimney. It was enlarged to afive-bayhouse after
the Revolution. A shop was located in the house or next to it inthe late 18th century; here, Sanford is
known to have made beaver hats. He was a soldier of the Revolution, customs officer in Falmouth,
and cabinetmaker, postmadter, and undertaker. The house is now the Swan Point Inn.

Capt. John Hatch (MHC #700) was another member of the Hatch family who was an early resident of
the Green. In 1871 thisthree-quarter house was sold to Robinson Crocker Bodfish, a saunch
Congregationdist, who died a pauper rather than sdll the houseto the new Episcopdian congregation
of St. Bamabas Church next door. In 1901 the bank took over the house and sold it for $6,500 to E.
Ferson Becbe, the founder of the church. Begbe spent more than $12,000 to restore it to its original
condition for use as the church rectory. The house was renovated inthe 1950s and again in 1993,
Unlike the Sanford House, the Capt. Hatch House hes never been enlarged to five bays.

Capt. John Grannis built his house on Hewins Strest ca 17656 (MHC #16). During the Revolution,
Capt. Grannis commeanded the expeditionto protect the livestock on the Elizabeth Idands from the
British Fledt. A later owner was Thomas Lewis, who was town clerk and treesurer for 28 years.

Ebenezer Nye's house a 49 Locust Strest (MHC #55) was built a the time of his 1767 marriage.
Nye had a progperous career, and & his death in 1799, owned three coagtd schooners, a blacksmith
shop, and a gore. He sarved on town committees to raise soldiers and to mn British blockades to buy
grain for the town during the Revolution. Nye was commissioned as a privateer in 1779 by the
Commonwedlth of Massachusatts to cmise Vineyard Sound between Falmouth and Nantucket.

Famouth residents met with prosperity for the first time in the years following the Revolution, and
this isreflected in their houses  Although most were still sded with wood shingles, the new houses
werefive-bay, symmetrical smctures with decorative siddights and porticos a the entrances.  Severd
of these houses have twin interior chimneys, four have hip roofs, two have widow'swalks. The mogt
daborae isthefive-bay Dr. Francis Wicks House (MHC #21) of 1790, with itstwo-leve portico
similar to the Jeffersonian Classica porticos found in South Carolina. It was the first of severd

homes built intown with two-tiered porticos. Francis Wicks, amedica corpaman gationed in Chdsea
during the Revolution, built the Falmouth house and lived there for five years. He was Famouth's

(continued)
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doctor and an early advocate of inoculation for smdlpox. Hiswife came from Marthas Vineyard.
The Falmouth Historical Society acquired the house in 1932,

The five-bay Braddock Dimmick House (MHC #15) with twin interior chimneys was built on Hewins
Strest in 1804. Photos from 1850 show a portico a the entrance similar to other housss on the Green.
Dimmick was a church deacon, a sdectman and clerk, sate senator and representative. The housead
its bam were given a Quean Anne update by John H. Crocker, the "cranberry king" from Eagt
Falmouth, who moved onto the Green in 1894. The update includes sevard two-story bays, along
one-gtory front porch and aturretlike dormer on the third floor. Dr. Edwin Tripp and his son Dr.
Edwin Tripp J. owned the housefor 60 years Owners Donald and Linda L ong presently mn the
Village Green Inn here.

Housing constmction in the Village Green area continued even as the town's economy  begen to suffer
from the embargoes and blockades leading up to the War of 1812, The square, five-bay Capt. Bodfish
House (MHC #20), next to the Wicks house, was built 24 years later in 1814 using the same
hip-roofed form &s its neighbor but with a smpler one-story portico reflecting the morerefined
Fedad style. Its constmction involved a reduction in the Green from 1 12 acresto a single acre.
Capt. Bodfish was said to be the youngest man to attain fiill rank as a mester of a large vessd on the
Cape In 1826, Elijah Swift bought the house for his son Oliver, a successful busnessman. In 1953 it
became the manse for the First Congregational Church.

The Katherine Lee Bates House (MHC #681) was built in 1810 by Mayhew Hatch, another descendant
of Jonathan Hatch, one of the founders of Falmouth. The housewas later owned by Benjamin
Franklin Jones, a successful whaling cagptain and then by his son George Washington Jones,
Falmouth's postmaster from 1889 to 1927. It is named for its best-known resident, Katharine Lee
Bates, author of America the Beautiful, who was bom in the housein 1859. Her father was minister
of the First Congregationd Church in 1858. He died the following year, but Katharine and her family
remained inthe house for afew years boarding interim ministers to augment the income provided by
the church. The house is now owned by the Famouth Historical Society, which opened it as a
musaum inthe 1980sto honor MissBates It isno longer open to the public. A bam in back of the
house was converted to a house in 1917.

Severd carpenters built their homes on Locust Street during this period. In 1795, housewright Warren
Gifford (51) built afour-bay, weathered shingle house a 96 Locust Street. Gifford died in the
Cardlinas in 1814 and the family lost ownership when the mortgage was called. In 1817 the house
was purchased by Capt. Slas J. Boume. It has dnce bean the home of a painter, a shoemaker, and a
hamesamaker.  Around the tum of the century, the house was converted to atwo-family resdence; it
was retumed to single-family gtatus in the 1930s when the centra chimney was rebuilt. Across the
dregt another housewright, Thatcher Lewis, built atwo-story house (MHC #59) around 1800. It
appears to have been afive-bay smcture, but the dimensions have been disguised by the horizontal
Shingle Style dterations of 1881. These dterations were done by architect Frank Hill Smith for

(continued)
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aummer resident Joseph Story Fay, who bought the property for his reatives. In 1802, housewright
William Nye S. (MHC #50) built atwo-story, shingle-shesthed half house on Locust Street. Nyewas
lieutenant in the Falmouth Artillery Company during the War of 1812 and listed as lieutenant on the
privateer Harmony, which operated under a letter of marque from the United States Hewas a
sdectman for 21 years and later atown clerk.

After the War of 1812, cdgpboard was used more frequently. Housing constmction continued along
federd lines, with some cautious experiments with the Gresk Revival. Thefive-bayJohn Jenkins
House (MHC #17) of 1822 shows some demeants of the Gresk Reviva style inthe catered pediment
with a wooden fan omament rising from the roofline. 1ts comice extends around the house making
pediments with wooden fans on the gable ends and in the pediment of the two-story ell.  The house
hes interior chimneys and is sided in clgpboard. A portico with Doric columns, hip roof and
baudrade marks the entrance.  The bauders are similar to those usad on the Moses Fish House
(MHC #680) ayear later. Next door to his resdence, Jenkins ran awhaling supply shop in a
one-gtory gable-front building.

The Capt. Moses Fish House (MHC #680) of 1823 isthe first building in the district to presant its
gable end to the dreat inthe Gresk temple-front manner. The housewas built by Davis Hatch, who
lived inthe Conant house (MHC #487). |t was added to the gable sde of aca 1750 two-story house
that may have been moved back from the drest; the earlier building now gpopeers as the Fish House
ell. Although inthe district, this gable-front house does not front on the Green.

It would not be until 1844 that a house inthe Gresk Reviva style was built directly on the Green. In
that year, Elijah Swift built for his son Thomeas the large, three-story dapboard house a 71 Main
Street (MHC #687), sited with its four-bay gable end facing the dstret.  But aside from the large
comer pilasters on the main building and the Doric columns on the one-story side wings, there is little
Grek Revival detailing. The entrance is on the sde, facing what was then Elijah'shouse, suggesting
the builder may have been more influenced by Charleston, South Carolinag, house siting practices than
the temple-front orientation of the Gresk Revival.

In 1830 William Nye . (MHC #690) built afive-bayhousewith twin interior chimneys on Locust
Street that is more Federd in gppearance than Gresk Revival, except for the two fluted columns that
hold up the hip-roofed entry portico. Nye followed in the footsteps of his father, who lived next door,
and became a carpenter, atown clerk, and state representative.

Around 1830, Thomas Lawrence S. (MHC #58), who had wintered in South Carolina building housss
snce 1800, built afive-bay house with atwo-story portico on Locust Street.  Lawrence gpparently
wanted to build a southem-style house, and hisis, like many of its southem counterparts, tall, high-
ceilinged, and with a oneroom-degp plan. Five of Lawrence's sons became ship captains, primarily in
the whaling industry. After his death the house passad to son Samud and hiswife Mary Chipman
Lawrence. Her diary of awhaling voyage with her husband and child hes been published as The

(continued)
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Captain's Best Mate.

The Itdianate house of Eraamus Gould (MHC #18) on Main Street, buih in 1852, isthe first gable-
front house oriented toward the Green. Gould, a son-in-law of Elijah Swift, was a merchant and
presdent of the FAmouth National Bank from 1874 to 1881. He bought the property in 1844 ad
took the unusua gep of razing the existing house in order to build a new one. After his death, the
house was sold to Dr. Alexander T. Waker, a successful budnessman for whom Waker Strest was
named. Later, Annie Frasr Davis moved the EIm Arch Inn over from the Conant house to the Gould
House, where it remained until 1911. The building now houses medica offices.

Mostly Hall (MHC #684) is conddered Famouth's first summer house It was built as a summer
resdence by Falmouth native Albert Nye (son of William Sr.) for his Louisanabride. It is asquare,
hip-roofed, three-bay, dagpboard house surrounded by araised verandah. The house hes been
described as belonging to the Itdianate style, but the verandah is more suggedtive of the French
influence in Louisana. In 1872, the housewas acquired by retired whaling cgptain John R. Lawrence.
His family named it Mostly Hall because of the thirty-foot hals upgtairs and down and the wide
verandah. The house had its own ges plant for heat and light. The garden & Mostly Hall islined on
one dde with atall rhododendron hedge. It is sad that when Albert Nye and his bride arrived from
New Orleans, they left the well-manicured grounds brightly illuminated by gadight every night so that
they could view it from the housgs verandah. Capt. Lawrences son Henry V. Lawrence, a highly
regarded nurseryman, lived in the housefrom 1872 until 1953; he was the founder of the H.V.
Lawrence greenhouses, which were known acrossthe Cape, and he maintained Mostly Hall'stradition
of embdllishing the dreedy lovely grounds. The house is now a bed and breskfast inn. The former
caretaker's cottage acrossthe streat (MHC #683) is now under sgparate ownership.

Two Itdianate-style houses were built on Locust Street.  In 1861, whaling cgptain Thomas Lawrence
(MHC #56) built atwo-story, hip-roofed housewith cupolaa 75 Locust Street. At age forty, he
retired to it with hisfamily, on their retum from a long whaling voyage—jus ahead of Confederate
gunboats, he recdled. Lawrence sarved as pogmadter and opened a store on Main Stret.  Inthe
1880s, he was one of the many retired saa cgptains active intown affairs. Hishouse is a notable
example of the Itdianate style; the wide overhanging eaves of the roof are joined to the house by

decorative brackets with pendants, and a square wing with its own hip roof projects from the front of
the house.

In 1872, Thomas Lawrences brother, Capt. LewisLawrence (MHC #691) a0 retired from whaling
and built a gable-front-and-wing housefiartherdown the street, & 37 Locust Street.  It, too, is
Itdianate in style, featuring eave-line bracketing and pairs of tall narrow windowsin a projecting bay.
It is shesthed in wide-board siding. The houses of both Lawrence brothers are st back from the

dreat. In 1873, their sger Celia Boume (MHC #51) built the ssimple gable-front house with porch a
18 Locust Strest.

(continued)
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The lagt decades of the 19th century were a period of condderable building activity inthe digtrict.
The first of the Victorian Queen Anne housssin the district was built in 1888 for Charles Ddano
(MHC #682). Itislocated a 19 Main Street. It isa 2 1/2-gory house with two gables on the facade.
The smdler of the two gableswas added in the 20th century. The first floor porch is recessed beow
the second level, and a mix of scaloped shingles and clapboard further enliven the facade.

In 1892, E.E.C. Swift S. built a2 1/2-gory Quean Anne-style house (MHC #678) with atwo-story
tower on the eest dde a the comer of Main and Locust Streets There is presently a large picture
window a the front of the house, but mogt of the remaining windows have large centrd panes
aurrounded by small panes of glass over a single pane. The house is Sded in shingles with twowide
rows of scaloped shingles running around the building. It is now a bed and breekfast inn. The house
is one of three prominently sited a the Main and Locust Streets intersection; the other two housss ae
the five-bay William Nye House a 1 Locust Strest (MHC #690, discussed above) and the exuberantly
Victorian Kate Watson House (MHC #679, Photo #11, Map #2). Kate Watson grew up in the federa -
period Katherine Lee Bates House next door. Her house gands on the ste of the ca 1800 Shubed
Hatch Inn, which was demolished in the 1860s after sanding vecant many years. At 80 Locust Stre<t,
another Queen Anne-style housewas built in 1893, this one by retired whaling captain Freaman Lewis
(MHC #692). Its ste was previoudy occupied by a 1777 house. This2 1/2-gtory building is noted
for its main facade's two-story bay with conica roof.

Other Victorian houssswere buih on PAdmer Avenue, with the gable-front, two-story William N.
Davis House & 80 Pdmea Avenue (MHC #743) being the first, in 1894. The shingled-sided house
hes a one-gtory porch with tumed posts and gingerbread trim & the comers.  Five years later, in 1899,
Davis cousn William C. Davis (MHC #23) built athree-story Shingle style house a 70 Pamer
Avenue. The house features roofline brackets, dentil molding, double and triple windows and an
eyebrow window on the third floor. William Cristy Davis was the founder of the W. C. Davis
Company, which combined fumiture selling and undertaking. His Main Street store waas built in 1889.
At 88 PAmea Avenue, George Washington Jones (MHC #742), the brother of Kate Watson, ad
Famouth postmadter for thirty-eight years, built a Shingle Style house with a gambrd roof, two bay-
window dormers, and a first floor porch. This house hes an oriel window and a picture window on
the first floor. Joneswas a0 responsible for moving, in 1906, the one-tory pyramidal-roofed
schoolhouse (MHC #744) of 1890 from what is now Town Hall Sguareto its presant location & 29
North Main Strest. George Joneswas Precinct Three's fire captain. The schoolhouse was sold back
to the town and usad as a hose house. In 1922, the town sold the hose houseto Wilbur Dyer, who
converted it to aresdence. It is sded in weathered shingles, with decorative shingles above the
window line. It hes more recently bean used as commercia soace

The housssa 73 and 81 Pdmer Avenue are dmogt mirror images of one ancther. Each isa
three-story Queen Anne with a comer tower and a front porch with short Doric columns. Number 81
(MHC #740) was buih in 1901 for Quissett native Josgph C. Fish, who was seeking a more centrd
location intown. Two windows have sained glassabove. The porch runs the length of the house It

(continued)
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isnow abed and breskfast inn. Ten years later, after the house next door bumed, number 73 (MHC
#22) was moved to the dte from Eagt Famouth by Rawson Jenkins, presdent of the FAmouth
Cooperative Bank. This house, now clad in duminum siding, hes a picture window on the first floor
with a strip of stained glassabove. The porch stops short of the comer tower.

In 1890, after removing a house on the site, . Bamabas Church was built on a design by Henry
Vaughan. Frederick Law Olmsted sited and landscaped the church and its parish house, setting the
two very English Gothic ssmctures back and gpart from the other buildings fronting the Green while
letting an expanse of lawn egtablish the connection to the Green. Olmsted's siting alows the stone
gmctures to be framed by their own trees and goace and usssthe lawn to connect to and widen the
Green d its narowest point. St. Bamabas Episcopd Church is one of three designed by Olmsted. He
was a the pesk of his carear when E. Pierson Begbe of Besocon Street, Boston, and Falmouth asked
him to ste and landscgpe the church he was building on Cgpe Cod in memory of his parents.
Olmgted was 67 years old when he was first contacted about the project in 1889. The siting of this
English Gothic-style church on itstwo-acre lot was one of many smal projects Olmsted sendwiched
between his major work of the period on the Colombian Exposition in Chicago, the Boston park
system, and the Biltmore estate in North Carolina. S. Bamabas is known to have hed two plans by
Olmsted. Only recently rediscovered, they were rescued from a church attic inabout 1990. Orne of
the plans is an early tinted draft on linen; the second is a blueprint of a planting plan dated April 11,
1891, and it shows the final situation of the church and its outbuildings. An addition topographical
plan by Emest Bowditch, Boston engineer, dated April 1889 was dso found.

Severd buildingsin the digtrict begen life in other locations, but were moved into or within the district
to sarve new industrial or commercia functionsa various times in the 19th and early 20th centuries.
The Falmouth Cod Co. building (MHC #739) on North Main Stret probably began as atwo-story,
four-bay smcture around 1836, when it sarved as a paint shop and was located a Watson's Comer.
The building was moved to its present ste between 1856 and 1880. The two-story projecting Gresk
Revival gable front was probably added a the sametime. In 1857, the second floor was used as the
heedqguarters of the Masons. In 1891, the building was sold to T. Lawrence Swift, who ran alivery
service. In 1919 it was acquired by Wilbur Dyer, who dso ran alivery service, and in 1924, it
became the headquarters of Dyer's Falmouth Coad Company. It is presently covered in duminum
siding.

The relocafion of the Wood Lumber Co. (MHC #693) from Shore Street to Locust Street in 1908 (and
thus from the former town dock a the end of Shore Stredt to the railroad), sgnaed the shift in
shipping from water to land. James Cameron built the company's primary building, a long, one-gtory,
shingle-sided building in 1908 and sold it in 1912 to JamesMiskell and Edmund Wood for the Green
and Wood Company of New Bedford. Josgph Miskell, son of James ran the business until 1946 when
his son Joseph B. Miskell . took over. It isnow run by his son Dana Miskell. It was for many
years the only lumberyard in town.

(continued)
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EE. C. Swift Sr.'s red edae office (MHC #701) of the 1850s isa smadll one-gtory, hip-roofed
building that was moved from Depot Stregt to its presatt location a 108 Main Stregt inthe 1920sto
be usd as Dr. G. H. Greengs office. It isadentist's officetoday.

The development of the Queen's Buyway. an early shopping center, (MHC #741) in 1925 onboth
ddes of PAmer Avenue was the lagt magjor undertaking in the Village Green District. ThisColonia
Revival gructure, arow of small, one-story gtores, was designed as an attraction for summer residents,
and it sarves as an entrance to the Village Green.  The constmction of Queen's Buyway brought about
the first zoning bylaws for busnessesin Falmouth. The south sde was congmcted in 1925 by a
group of investors heeded by Forris Wood Norris, who became the first president of the Cgpe Cod
Board of Redtors in 1926. Becausethe town had no zoning laws a that time, Norris was freeto
build this commerciad complex in dose proximity to the residentia Village Green. The town
newgoaper cited Queen's Buyway as good reeson to adopt zoning laws because of concems that the
Buyway would encourage other commercid enterprises to move in around the Green and displace
more houses. The two buildingson the north sde of PAmer Avenue are known as the Parkway and
were built in 1926, dso by Norris. They ae not as well congructed as the Buyway shops and lack
many of the decorative architectura dements of the south-sde gores, probably because their
constmction was rushed to completion before the town adopted its first zoning laws. The plans for the
Parkway caled for Cgpe Cod architecture with a garden, lighthouse, and windmill; the windmill and
garden were never completed.

The first shop to open in Queans Buyway was the Hurwitch Bros, clothing store, which had Falmouth
beginnings in 1907. In 1927 the FaAmouth Board of Trade voted to keep the post office on Main
Street from moving into the Buyway. Norris wanted this move to help bring trade into his soresand
to hdlp recoup some of his constmction costs. By 1939, when Norris sold the Buyway to Dr. Trecy J.
Putnam, it was doingwell. Cgpe Cod's first Filene's Department Store had been opened in the west
dde and was the principal tenant.

Modem-Day Famouth Green

Famouth today is a major summer resort areg, and the Village Green remains its centerpiece.  Village
parades, ceremonid occasions, and holiday commund gatherings all focus on the Green. Many houses
on or near the Green have ben converted to bed and breskfagt inns. The Queen's Buyway and other
buildings a the edge of the Green house antiques shops and upscae commercid ventures. Thetown's
historical commission and historical society are both active bodies year-round. Walking tours increese
visitor awvareness and understanding of local history. A loca historic district was established in 1975.
A magter planning effort with a significant preservation component is presently nearing completion.
Famouth hes participated in the Certified Locd Govemment program since 1994.

(continued)
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Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric occupation in Falmouth and the Upper Capein generd are poorly
understood, any surviving sites could be significant. In an area characterized by well-drained soils and
marine-rdated ecosysems, stes dendties are expected to be high inthe FaAmouth locade; however,
known dite dendties indicate both Famouth and the Upper Cape areas are underreported.  Prehistoric
gtesin this area have the potential to correct reporting biasss in this area as well as contribute
vauable data relating to such topics as the effects of sa leve rise on Native settlement and
subsgtence systems, and the relationship of Native American groups in the Famouth areato those in
the Elizabeth Idands, Marthas Vineyard, ard Nantucket.

Historic archaeologicd remains described above have the potentia to provide detailed socid, cultural,
and economic information that characterized the growth of a smal Cgpe Cod maritime community
from the 17th through the 19th centuries. Potential stmcturd remains in the district can hdp
recongmct important residential, commercial, and ingtitutional members of the district which no longer
survive. Theseremains can provide information on constmction technologies used and, when
combined with a detailed andysis of occupationa rdated features, can provide insghts into the
temporary and pemanent inhabitants of the smctures.  Archaeological survivas a the Succanesset
House Inn site can provide details on trangent, probably maritime-related populations in the town. At
the original ste of the Jenkins Whaling Supply Store archaeologica resources may survive, including
refuse depositswhich can provide information on technologies usad on whaling vessdsand in the care
of crews. Archaeologica resources a residentiad house dtes can dso provide information on
commercid trades inthe town. Some housssincluding the 1706 Warren Gifford house a 96 Locust
Stret, were occupied by craftsman, in this ingance by a housewright, painter, shoemeker and hamess
meker. Thesetrades may have been pursued a these resdences, possibly as cottage-type indudtries,
leaving potentia survivas of these activities. Ingtitutional rdated smctures and features can dso
provide vauable insights into Falmouth's early growth. Archaeologica survivas of the town's first
two meeting housss can provide important information a the community level, possibly relating to
political religious and socio-economic topics. Together, each of the above resources may provide
important information on the growth of a primarily maritime community which devdoped in relative
geographic isolation inthe 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries. Anaysisof these sources may dso indicate
possible relationship between the town's geographic isolation and the decline of maritime interest in
the 19th century.

(end)
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Verba Boundary Description

The bounds of the FaAmouth Village Green National Register Historic District are shown on the
atached assessors magps.

Boundary Justification

The bounds of the Falmouth Village Green Nationa Register Higtoric District were drawn to include
the gregtest concentration of historic, significant, and well presarved residentia and ingtitutational
buildings associata with the village's devdlopment from its earliest setlement into the 20th century.
The primary focus of the didtrict isthe Town Green. The district boundaries coincide with those of
the FaAmouth Village Locd Historic District (established 1975) with the exception thet lots ae
included in their entirety in the National Regigter district (rather than being bisected by largdy
arbitrary lines) and that the Old Burying Ground, located off Mill Road and individually eligiblefor
the National Regider, is included as a discontiguous dement. Aress of new congruction bound the
digtrict to the north, south, and west, and the town's commercid aea lies to the esdt.

(end)
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MAP# MHC#  HISTORIC NAME ST. ADDRESS DATE CF STYLE STATUS RESOURCE
OCONSTRUCTI ON
12a 687 Thomeas Swift House 71 Main . 1844 Grek Revivd C B
b 3-ca gaege cl905 C B
C gable with cupola cl890 C B
d Heen D. Nickerson plyhse cl927 C B
13a 639 <. Bamabas Church 91 Main S. 1890 Gothic Revival C B
b <. Barnabas Parish House 77 Man S 18904 Gothic Revivd C B
c sone wall 1890 C S
lda 700 Capt. John Hatch 103 Main S cl750 Colonid C B
b shed NC B
c S Bamebas Parish Hall 1958 NC B
d carriage sheds/Chapd 1894/1962 NC B
e lca gar, succo cl930 C B
15a 1 Nathaniel Shiverick House 98 Main S. ci1812 Federd C B
b two-car garage, arched, hip C1920 C B
c 701 EEC Swift S. House 108 Main S. C18%0, Cae C B
moved cl920
16 633 Famouth Nat'l Bank & Main . 1821/C1950 Classicd Reviva NC B
17a 18 Eraamus Gould House 78 Main S 1852 Italianate C B
b 1l gaage Cl1931 C B
18 19 First Cong. Church 68 Main S 1796/1857 Italianate C B
19 20 Capt. Wm. Bodfish 5 Man S 1814 Federd C B
b two car garage cl920 c B
C 5-rail fence, seam bent pre-1897 c S
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Village Green 1930
Village Green 1930
1749
1832/1882/1956
prel 850/1900
1936
40 Main . 1804/ 1894 Federd/Queen Anne
1804/ 18%4 Federd/Queen Anne
14 Hewins St cl 765 Federd
20 Hewins S. 1822 Federa
C1850/1935
55 Pamer Ave. 1790 Early ClassicRev.
cl795
1947
1947
64 Pdmer Ave. 1917 Dutch Colonial
65 PAmer Ave. cl730 Colonial
70 PAmer Ave. 1899 Gothic/Shingle
73 PAmer Ave. 1910, moveca 1920 Quean Anne

cl910
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MAP# MHC#  HISTORIC NAME ST. ADDRESS DATEOF STYLE STATUS RESOURCE
CONSTRUCTION
29a 743 Wm. N. DavisHouse 80 PAmer Ave. 184 Gothic C B
b bam 1905 NC B
30a 740 Jogph C. FishHouse 81 Pdme Ave. 1901 C B
b garagec 1901 Gothic C B
c house 8 Pdmer Ave. cl940 C B
3la 742 Geo. W. JonesHouse 88 Pdmer Ave. 1897-1903 Shingle C B
b 2-car gaage facingN. Main & cl929 C B
c shed 1920 C B
32a 741 Queen's Buyway 87,89,91,93,95 1926 Colonia Reviva B
Parkway Bldg.
Pamer Averow of sores
2nd bldg 115,119,123 1926 Colonia Reviva B

Pamer Ave. row of gores
33a 46 Rowland Robinson Hse 127 PAmer Ave. 1822 Federd C B
b 3car dable gpts 133 Pdmer Ave cl933 NC B
Ha 741 Queen's Buyway 100 Pdmer Ave. 1925 Colonia Revivd C B
b 114,110,106,104 1925 Coloniad Revivd C B

Padmer Averow of gores

37,39,41,43,45,47,49

North Main &.
c dore 35, 33 N. Main S. 1925 Colonid Revival C B
35 744 Primary School 129 North Main &. C1890, C B

_ moved ¢l 920 _

36 739 Famouth Cod 21 North Main St cl829 Gresk Revival C B
37a N/A Watson Bam/apts 1315 N.Man & cl897/1923 Late Victorian C B
b two-car garage cl990 NG B

Page 4 of 6



MHC#

N/A

N/A

N/A

g

692

HISTORIC NAME

William Nye J¥

blacksmith shop site

Cdia Boume House

1 car garage

Wm. Nye S. House

2-car garage

[rish Cent. Pub shed

Butler House
1 car garage/shed

Capt. L. Lawrence Hse

Capt. Zimri Tobey Hse
carriage house/office

C. Ebenezer Nye Hse

bam/condominiums
condominiums
condominiums

Little Peech Store

Capt. T. Lawrence Hse

Capt. Freaman Lewis

House
bam/carriage house

FALMOUTH VILLAGE GREEN

FALMOUTH, (BARNSTABLE COUNTY)
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

ST. ADDRESS

1 Locust S

18 Locust K.

19 Locust K.

29 Locust S.

28 Locust S.

37 Locust S
38 Locust S
49 Locugs S.
15 Smpson Lane
21 Simpson Lane
29 Simpson Lane
59 Locugt S
75 Locust S

80 Locus S.

DATEOF
CONSTRUCTION

1830

CI830

cl930

cl890
pre 1930

1872

¢l 750-94/ 1914
1880/ 1980

1767/ 1985
1986
1986
1986
1969
1861
1893

1893
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STYLE

Federd

Grek Revivd

Federd

other: Gable Front

Italianate

Cepe

Colonid

Itaianate

Queen Anne

STATUS

NC

NC
NC
NC
NC

RESOURCE

v

v

o

o @

[vsNvspvs Rve)



FALMOUTH VILLAGE GREEN
FALMOUTH, (BARNSTABLE COUNTY)
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

MAP# MHC#  HISTORIC NAME ST. ADDRESS DATE OF STYLE STATUS RESOURCE
CONSTRUCTION
50a 693 Wood Lumber Bldg 81 Locugt K. 1908 Colonia Reviva C B
b Shed 2/90ne garage cl920 C B
C S 3 cl930 C B
d Shed 4 cl908 C B
e Sad 5 cl915 C B
f Bldg 6 cl970 B
NC
5la 57 Warren Gifford House 96 Locust S. cl795 Federd, B
52 58 Thomeas Lawrence 95 Locust S. cl830 Early Classc Rev. C B
53a 59 Thatcher Lewis 105 Locust & C1800 Federd/Shingle B
Copper Beech C
HMa 808 Old Burying Ground Off Mill Road 1705 S

TOTAL RESOURCES:

Contributing Noncontributing
79 buildings 20 buildings
2 dtes 1 gSte
6 stmcture 1 gmcture
2 oObiects 2 obiects
89 24
Key: B: building Si: dgte S gmcture . O: object
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UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT GF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER F HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Fal mouth Village Green Historic District
NAME:

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & GANTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, Barnstable

DATE RECEI VED. 2/ 16/ 96 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST:  2/27/96
DATE (F 16TH DAY: 3/ 14/ 96 DATE G- 45TH DAY: 4/ 01/ 96
DATE (F VEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE  NUMBER 96000271

NOM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCGBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HR Y PDIL: N PER CD N PROERAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT : _ " NATI ONAL: N

GOMMENT VA VER N
NACEPT RETURN REJECT DATE
ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS

(G N NN A< WA KM Caa a/HQc™

RECOM./CRITERIA (JUCI£ji /1 ff C

REVI EVER WAV~ /(o) U DISCIBRLL NRE £ f Sy
TELEPHONE DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments YYN see attached SLR Y/ N
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

February 8, 1996

Carol Shull FEEMD 28D
Nationa Regigster of Historic Places _

Depatment of the Interior FB i 0 bso
Nationa Pak Service

P. O. Box 37127 AT m %%R'Z'% AACES

Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please fmd the following nomination form:

Famouth Village Green Higtoric District, Falmouth
(Barngable County), Massachustts, 02556

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State Review Board
congderation 60-120 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg [ /
National Regiger Director”
Massachusetts Historical Commission

endosure

cc: Mary Lou Smith, Chairperson, Famouth Historical Commission
Virginia Valiela, Chair, Famouth Board of Sdectmen
Ann Sears Famouth CL G Coordinator
Nancy Serotkin, Famouth Public Library

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusatts Historical Commission

February 15, 1996 RECEMED 2280

Ms. Carol Shull

Keeper

National Register of Historic Places HB? 1 19»
National Park Service

P.Q Box 37127 NAT REGSTER (F HSTORC PLACES
Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127 NATIONAL PARK SERVCE

RE:  Falmouth Village Green National Register Historic District
Dear Ms. Shul |:

The enclosed pages contain mnor technical corrections to the
National Register nom nation for theFalmouth Village Green, which

was submitted for your consideration |last week. Because the final

count of contributingandnoncontributing resources has changed by

one property, we areincluding a newcopy of theentire cover form

as well. Pl ease substitute thefollowing revised pages for the
sane pages i nthetext of theoriginal nomination: sect. 7, p. 1;
sect. 7, p. 2; sect. 7, p. 9; sect. 7, p. 13; sect. 7, p. 14; sect.

8, pp. 4-6; sect. 8, p. 8, sect. 8 p. 11; sect. 8, p. 14; sect.

10, p. 2; andpages 1 and 6 of theDistrict Data Sheet.

Thank you f or accommodating our need t oincorporate these very

m nor changes tothetext of thenomnation. | f you have any
questions, please do not hesitate t o call Karen Parker, Terry
Adans, or ne at 617/727-8470.

Sincerely,

Bet sy Friedberg \

National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

encl osures

cC: Ann Sears, Falmouth Historical Conm Sssion

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090



