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This property, built about 1904 served as a cotton storage house, 
part of a larger complex of structures relating to the cotton industry. 
The octagonal cotton storage house has a rock foundation. The exter­ 
ior of the entire building is corrugated tin. A hipped roof slopes 
from each side to converge at an octagonal tower. The roof of the 
tower slopes from each side to form a peak. A portico with a two- 
sided sloping roof and a frontal pediment extends from the east side 
and is supported by wooden corner posts. Farmers drove their wagons 
under this portico where the suction fan would take the cotton into 
the tower. On each side of the structure are windows hinged to fall 
out and down. Doorways are in five sides. The windows allowed cotton 
to be moved on conveyors to the gin for seed removal and baling.

Inside is a wooden floor. In the center wooden posts rise parallel 
to the outer corner supports, forming an octagonal vacant space in the 
center rising into the tower. In this space a man could direct the 
flow of the cotton from the tower to the storage areas. Originally 
the building was divided into eight wedge-shaped storage areas by 
board walls from the outer wall to the center; however, only portions 
of these walls remain.

About twent feet to the west of the house is the foundation of the 
gin which accompanied it when in operation. About 30 feet to the north­ 
east is a pond which supplied water for the steam-driven suction fan.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Kinta cotton house is one of the few remaining examples of 
the octagonal gin buildings constructed during the heyday of the 
cotton industry in Oklahoma. This structure was built around 1904 
when cotton was the major crop for southeastern part of Oklahom. 
Cotton production dominated agriculture in southern Oklahoma in the 
1910s and 1920s, during which time there were over 1,000 gins in the 
state. Cotton contributed to the development of Oklahoma as a foremost 
state. From 1926 until 1952 when the gin finally shut down, it was 
operated by the Choctaw Cotton Oil Company.

It was one of three gins in the Kinta area and was extremely 
active until the late 1930s when a combination of drought, depression, 
and the suspension of railroad operations through Kinta destroyed the 
cotton economy of the region. The gin continued to operate through the 
1940s, but eventually the change from a cotton economy forced it to 
cease operation. The gin and the equipment were sold and the gin 
buildings were destroyed, but the cotton house remained. The build­ 
ing stands as a testament to the changing agriculture and architecture 
of the twentieth century.
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