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1. Name of Property
higoric nane Powers Institute Historic District

other names/site number.

2. Location

street & number. Church Street Jj/H notfor publication
city or town Bernardston _N/1. vidinity

state. Massachusetts oodéVIA coun/t;/ Franklin code Zip code

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this O nomination

G request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
@ meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

CD nationally D statewide \3 locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

ofdiditu7e of certifying officiaimie B» M&B@ﬁ@)&dﬂ“’q‘%écutlve Director

esar.husp.f.rs Hisf-orical Cnimnlssion, State Historic Preservation Officer
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets » does not meet the National Register criteria. ( * See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
hereby”rtify that the property is; Date of Action
B~entered in the National Register.
« See continuation sheet.

n determined eligible for the
National Register
¢ See continuation sheet.

n determined not eligible for the
National Register.

« removed from the National
Register.

other, (explain:)
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
 private * building(s)
IS public-local digrict
» public-State » dte
* public-Federal » structure
» object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

) N/A
6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTI C institutional housing
BEOUCATI ON school ; library
REREATI ON & GLTURE  park

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATEM CTCR AN Italianate

Narrative Description

Franklin County, MA
County ad Sate

Numt>er of Resources witliin Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
3 1 buildings
1 stes
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in tlie National Register

N/A

Current Functions

(BEnte categories from indrudions)
DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling
BEDUCATION [ibrary

GDAERNMENT: fire station
RECREATI ON & QLTURE park; nuseum

Materials
(Enter categories from Instructions)
fn,nd.tionBRICK, STONE

WOOD: weatherboard, BRICK
walls.

roof. STONE: slate, ASPHALT

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCR PTI ON

The Powers Institute Historic District i slocated i nthecenter village of
Bernardston, Massachusetts. The town of Bernardston i slocated alongthe
northern border of Massachusetts with Vernmont. Settled first duringthe
1730s, and permanently by t he 1760s, t hetown maintained an agricultural’
econony well into the20th century, with arural settlement pattern remaining
today. The center village | slocated at thesouth-central portion of the
town, i nthevalley of theFall River, at an elevation averaging 110 meters
above sea level. This village developed here i nthelater 18th and early19th
centuries, particularly after thearrival of theConnecticut Valley Railroad
in 1846. The Powers Institute Historic District was devel oped during this
period, adding an important educational conponent tothevillage and bringing
students and staff tothetown from surrounding communities. Sited ontwo
large lots opposite one another at t hewestern end of Church Street, the
district Includes thelarge Italianate school building and t he brick
Italianate Qushman Library on thenorth side of thestreet, and Qushnman Park
and t he Qushnan Hal | boarding house on t hesouth side of thestreet. The park
adds additional open space within thealready generously spaced pattern of
devel opnent, while thelnstitute, Library, andHall add significantly to the
village ensenble and Bernardston's historic |andscape.

Bernardston i slocated on t hewestern side of the Connecticut River Valley,
one of the Commonweal th' s northerntier of upland towns. The town i sroughly
four mles fromnorth tosouth and five fromeast towest, and i shisectedby
the Fall River, one of thetributaries of theConnecticut River. The center
village of Bernardston i scomparatively large, with nearly one hundred
buildings, generously spread across an area extending over amle fromnorth
to south and more than half amle fromeast towest. Two primary roads
intersect I nthecenter of thevillage: South Street (Route 5 and 10), runs
fromnorth t osouth along thewest side of thevillage, intersecting at right
angle with Church Street (Route 10). Very small roadways form a network of
streets off these larger ones, including three that runtothenorth, merging
at thenorthern edge of thedistrict, and secondary north-south routes'
Including Depot Street, which runs totherailroad line fromthecenter of the
village, and River Road, which continues south out of thevillage.

The majority of thetown's public buildings arelocatedi nthecenter village,
nost constructed i nthethree decades of themd-19th century. The Town Hall
on thenorth side of Church Street i sa Stick Style building of 1877, a
gable-front formwith a sem -detached clock tower. Three churches arelocated

il (continued)
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here as well, theCongregational Unitarian, theGoodale United, and the
Baptist, thefirst on Church Street, theother two on Depot Street, all
simlar nave-plan with tower structures whose appearance dates tothemd-19th
century. Two small stores date t o 1869 and theearly 20th century, and t he
large Bernardston I nni slocated at thecorner of Church and South streets,
built toreplace an earlier building after i tburned 1 n1904. The earlier

town hall, an earlier acadeny building, a former Universalist Church, a former
blacksmth's shop, and t heformer district school arealso |located withinthe
village. Saw and grist mill sites were developed tothesouth of thevillage,

near thejunction of theriver and therailroad, thesite of theexceptional
stone four-arch bridge of 1846.

These buil dings are surrounded by as many as sixty residences, their formand
ornament reflecting constructiondates during three periods of growh i n the
village. A handful of houses aresaid todate tothecolonial period, and
whil e sone have been altered since that time, nmany retain period fabric. The
first clustering of buildings dates totheearly national period, when about
ten of theso-called L-houses, 2 1/2-story houses of single-pileconfiguration
under gable roofs with rear ells, were built i nthevillage. The next wave of
construction dates tothesecond quarter of the19th century, when about
twenty-five nmore residences were added. Myst are Geek Revival i nornanment,
and fall into twobasic form categories, thel 1/2-story gable block house and
the 1 1/2-story gable front house, theformer outnumbering thelater. Two
related houses, 2 1/2 stories inheight with a gable-front main block and a
wing, arealso found i nthevillage. A small nunber of these houses are found
to have Gothic or Italianate rather than Greek ornament. Finally, i nthelate
19th century, a wave of constructionof just under twenty new houses occurred;
nost were i nt he Qeen Anne version of thegable-front form where projecting
w ndows and bays add t ot hepicturesque qualities desired at that time. Both
2 1/2- and 1 1/2-story exanples arefound i nthevillage. 1 n1958 the
construction of Route 91 along theeastern border of thevillage led to the
demolition of sone buildings i nthat area. As a whole, however, Bernardston
Village appears eligible for listing i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places. Staff menbers of t heMassachusetts Historical Comm ssion have
conducted an initial evaluation of thearea and have encouragedt he
Bernardston Historical Commssion toproceed with a National Register

nom nation for thecenter village.

The Powers Institute Historic District i slocated on two large lots of |and,
one on each side of Church Street near itsintersection with South Street.

The Institute building itself, Qushrman Library, and thenew Fire Station are
|ocated on thetwo-acre | ot on thenorth side of thestreet. The Institute
sits near thecenter of thelot, set back from thestreet about 150 feet, on a

(continued)
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smal | knoll that slopes away on each side. To theeast i sa small pond, and
further totheeast i sQushman Library, sited at thecorner of Church and
Library streets. On thewest side of theloti sthe 1975 town Fire Station,
sited close t o Church Street. To thewest of this | oti stheBernardstonl nn
of 1904 at thecorner of South and Church streets. The | ot on t hesouth side
of thestreet includes about six acres at thecorner of Church and South
streets. The western majority of theparcel i staken up by Qushnan Park,
donated tothetown by Henry W Qushnan at his death i n1863. The park i snow
a large open space i nthetown center, crossed by a diagonal walk from Church
Street t oSouth Street and by Fox Brook running across thenorth portion of
the park before entering a culvert under theeastern part of thepark. Most
of thepark i scovered with grass and shade trees including sycanores, acacia,
flowering crabtrees, black willows, weeping willows, and maples. | n the
eastern part of thepark, a baseball dianmond has been constructed. Alongthe
northern edge near Church Street i sa large flower bed maintained byt he
Kiwanis Club, a small earthen nound with stones set i nconcrete spelling "1864
A BN PARK 1864, " and a nodern war nonunent and flagpole. The western end
of thel ot includes Qushman Hall, constructed as housing for theprincipal and
a dormtory for students of the Institute.

The Powers Institute (MHC #38) was constructed i na form comparatively rarei n
rural Massachusetts, departingfromthenore common neetinghouse and domestic
model s for public buildings t oenploy nore conplex massing related to the
large spaces within. Built i n1857, its massing and ornament reflect popul ar
Italianate design tenets and t heincreasingly popular and well-known forms of
ambi tious public buildings. The form of thebuilding consists of alarge main
block of 2 1/2 stories, with itsthree-bay gable end ornientedtothe street,
and smal| gabled wings of 1 /2 stories projecting at right angles from Sach
side. The main block i ssix bays i ndepth, and thew ngs arepositionedi n
the central four bays, thenselves four bays i ndepth and a single bay across
the facade elevation. The dimensions of themin block of thebuilding are 34
feet inwidth and 65 i ndepth, while t hew ngs each nmeasure 16 feet inwidth
and 33 feet i ndepth. The building sits on a foundation of granite, with

cl apboarded walls and a slate roof topped by a central belvedere. 1t is
painted a mediumblue-grey with itstrim accented i nwhite.

Both t hesouth and t henorth el evationshave simlar treatments, with

prom nent central entries, treated with transom and sidelights, and a surround
of pilasters and cornice. Qn themain block large 6/6 doubl e-hung sash

wi ndows with broad pedimented heads flank theentry, and three arealignedi n
the second story. The gable end receives thetraditional treatment as a

(continued)
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classical pediment, with pilasters rising along the corners to support the
cornice and the pediment treatment of the gable. The narrow single bays of
the ells have a similar window, pilaster, and cornice treatment on these
elevations. In keeping with Italianate design, the pilasters are paneled,'."he
cornices are bracketed, and the tjrnpanumis nolded and | itwith a fan-shap/d
window. O the south elevation, the name of the school is inscribed in gold
in the tympanum and the second-floor east w ndow was renoved ca. 1930. -0
the north elevation, the door is no longer recessed, the surround and door
having been noved forward to the primary plane of the main block. The side
el evations match one another as well. The main block shows corner pilasters
and cornice, with a single bay of 66 double-hung sash at each end on two
floors; a second interior bay of a one 6/6 double-hung sash and a small sash
of 6/6 arranged horizontally under the cornice are sited above the wing. The
el evations of the wings are nost developed on this side, divided into four
bays of 66 sash, with pilasters and cornice matching the remainder of the
building and the tynpanxamtreated with nmolding and fanlight Iike the facades;
a gabl ed bul khead is centered on the east side. The building is topped by a
square belvedere under a hip roof, with three-part roundheaded openings on
each side.

The plan of the interior of the Institute can partially be predicted by the .
arrangement of the exterior. O the first floor the plan is clearly the
largest: on the south side, the projecting portion of the main block Includes
the entry vestibule, cloakrooms and stairways down for boys and girls, and a
single stair on the east side to reach the second story. Two large recitation
roonms, each measuring 32 by 33 feet, are located behind these, divided in the
center by large pocket doors and extending beyond the confines of the nmain
block into the wings for added space. Behind these, the gabled portion of the
north side of the building is divided into tw small rooms, serving perhaps as
offices for staff or small recitationroons. The roons al | have high ceilings
measuring 13 feet. In the second story the main roons are al |l located in the
mai n bl ock of the buildings, with garret storage in the wings. Above the
vestibule area is the stair on the east and a small room probably a storage
area, on the west. A single large room 32 by 40 feet, is located in the
center of the building, with a single roomat the north end that served for
sone time as a laboratory. The walls of the interior are covered with

mat chboard wainscotting, with lathe and plaster above, often fitted with.large
bl ackboards. The ceilings were once lathe and plastered but were |ater
covered with a pressed tincover. |In the basenent the vestibule area was
fitted with girls' and boys' |avatories, the large central section remains
open, with the north-central section housing the building's heating system

V'l o, . ' J N (continued)



NPSFornilMOO* OUB Appro® NO. 102*0010

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Contlnuatlon Sheet Powers Institute Historic District
Bernardston (Franklin County)

. Massachusetts
Section number # Page |

In 1862 t hesmall brick Qushrman Library (MHC #37) was built, theresult of a
gift by Henry W Qushman t ohonor hi s town's centennial. The 2 1/2-story
building presents its gable endtothestreet, and extends i ntherear three
bays. |t measures 25 feet i nwidth and 36 feet 8 Inches i ndepth. The south
front elevation i streated with a large central recessed entry under a Tuscan
Foman relieving arch, with a pair of roman-arched windows i nthecenter of the
second story under another relieving arch, each of these ornamented with thick
| abel's. At thecorners, Tuscan pilasters rise tosupport thebracketed
cornice that rises along theeaves of thegable end. To theleft of the entry
is amrble placque was installedi n1919 t o commenorat e Bernardston's service
in theGreat Vr. The side elevations aresimilar, each of thethree bays

mar ked by Tuscan pilasters, each window treated with a thick curved |abel.

All of thebuilding's window caps andsills, as well as itscapitals, arenade
of contrasting brown sandstone. The interior space i sdivided into a small

vestibule i nthefront, with thereading roombehind it. O thesecond floor
the stair and thehistoricroom arelocated above t hevestibule, and Sanderson
Hall i stheroom now used as stacks for thelibrary collection.

Qushrman Hal | (MHC #21) stands on t heopposite (south side), of Church Street,
and was constructed for theuse of thelnstitute by Henry W Qushrman i n 1860.
The large 2 1/2-story building i soriented with itsw de five-bay gable end to
the street and extends three bays i ndepth i nthemin block. | neach slope
of thegable roof, a gable-roofed dornmer provides additional light to the
attic story. Both theprimary front entry and t he secondary entry i n the
center of theeast side elevation aretreated with a sinple surround, transom
and three-quarter sidelights; thefront door has a familiar [talianate porch
with aflat roof. On thefacade, thesecond story's fenestration i n the
secondary story varies fromthat i nthefirst floor, with windows only i nbays
two, three, and four; three openings arealigned with themi nthe gable.

Behind this, thehouse includes two rear ells, first a |ower service ell, of
narrower dimensions than themain block, with a porch on each side, and
extending five irregular bays totherear, andculmnating i na still |ower

former carriagehouse. The building sits on abrick foundation i nthefront; a
fieldstone foundation under thecarriagehouse i scovered i nclapboards. The
building i streated with Italianate ornament like itsneighbors, with paneled
pilasters at thecorners and a cornice encircling themin structure. I ts

bl ue-gray and white color schene matches t hePowers Institute. The |ower
floor of thebuilding was originally thehousing provided for theschool's
director, with dormtory roons i nthefloors above. Since theschool stopped
taking boarders at theend of thel1l9th century, thebuilding has been divided
into a number of apartments obscuring theoriginal plan. | tappears, however,

(continued)
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that thefirst floor was arranged i nthefamliar central-hall, double-pile
plan, and theprimry stair remains intact there, while i ntheupper story
three tiers of roons opened of f of thehall that ranfrom front torear.

Alterations tothedistrict after theperiod of significance have beenfew.

The Powers Institute ceased serving asthetown high school i n1958, and this
reduced use has led t o sone deteriorationof thebuilding's fabric. Recent
repairs totheroof and t herenmoval of anadded rear chimey have elim nated
the most serious structural threats. The building nowhouses the collections
of theBernardston Historical Society. A 1983 additiontotherear of the
Qushrman Library building, designed by Margo Jones for Pierre Bel humeur, i s
also of brick, a gable-roofed structure set at right angles tothemain block
and offset totheeast allowing for handi capped access. Thenewaddition
houses a children's roomonthefirst floor, and i nt hebasement bel ow,
additional storage and avault for historic town docunents have been
constructed. A single newstructure was added tothedistrict after the
period of significance, abrick Fire Station of three bays i na gable-front
orientation, constructed onthePowers Institute |l ot i n 1975.

Archaeol ogi cal Description "C

While noprehistoric sites arecurrentlyrecorded within thedistrict or in
the general area (within onemle), i tispossible that sites are present.

The physical characteristicsof thedistrict, awell drained terrace
containing knoll, pond and Fox Brook, al linclose proximty tothe€Fall River

indicate favorable locational criteria for prehistoric settlement and
subsistence activities. Although site densities i nthis area of Massachusetts
are generally low, clusteringoften occurs around wetlands. | ngeneral,t he
information presented above conbined with thesize of thedistrict (6 /2
acres) indicates a noderate tohigh potential for significant prehistoric
survivals.

There i sahigh potential for significant historic archaeological remainsin
the district. Structural remains nay survive onboth parcels of land i n the
district. North of Church Street, i nthevicinity of the Institute,

archaeol ogical survivals may exist from thelog cabin of theAfrican American
"Nat theFiddler" (ca. 1755-1818). The Theodore B. Hoyt House i s also
reported onthewestern portion of this | ot from 1821-1832. The (hed

Di ckenson blacksmslth shop i sreported onthis | ot i n1850. The southern side
of Church Street wasreported tobepart of thel8th century Samuel Hastioigs
farm prior totheconstruction of Qushman Hall. A tarnery was also reported
in this area. Occupational related features (trash pits, privies, wells) nay
survive i nassociation with structures which pre-date theextent contributing

(continued)
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Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

Q A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

» B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of atype, period, or method of construction or
represents the worl< of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

» D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
* A owned by a religious institution or used for

religious purposes.

» B removed from its original location.

C a hirthplace or grave.
D a cemetery. , .
» E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

+ F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. iWagjor Bibliographical References
Bibliography

Franklin Gounty,

County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ACH TECOURE
HUOAIT ON
STWA HITY

M\

CDHINTY RANN NG & DRH (DNENT

Period of Significance
1857-1942

Significant Dates
1860, 1862

Significant Person

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Vdodcock, Virgil

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Primary location of additional data:
0 State Historic Preservation Office

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

» preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

» previously listed in the National Register

e previously determined eligible by the National * ~
Register

» designated a National Historic Landmark

» recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

» recorded by Historic American Engineering ,
Record*

» Other State agency
» Federal agency
5( Local government
* University
» Other

Name of repository:

Massachusetts Hi storical CGonmnssi on

Bernardston Historical

Gonm ssi on
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property aPPrOXI mtely 6 /2 acres

UTiIM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)
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81 See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

, beottrey A Kogers and Menfers ot the Bernardston Historical Gonmssion and
nee/title Claire Denpsey, NR Edit Consultant with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director NC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date January 1993
street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state zip code "6

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Si(etch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative b\ack and white photographs of the property. , <X 1,

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Bernardston

Town Hall, Church Street (413) 648-5400
street & number. telephone
) Bernardston MA . 01337
city or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Senf/ices Division, National Park Sewice, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.



HPS Fam KMMK* QOinm Appronl No. 102*0010
(M)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Powers Institute Historic District

Bernardston (Franklin County)
Massachusetts
Section number ~ A Page M2

resources of thedistrict. A well associated with theHoyt House reportedly
survived into the20th century. Privies may also survive around the Institute

building and Qushman Hall. Toilets were added late i ntheschool's life.
Sheet refuse may al so be present around theschool buildings and i nthe park
area. .

'o- o (end)

8. STATEMENT CF S| GNI FI CANCE

The Powers Institute Historic District includes four buildings and a park on
approximately 6 /2 acres of land, |located along Church Street i nthecenter
village of Bernardston, Franklin County, Massachusetts. The centerpiece of

the district i sthePowers Institute, an Italianate school building of 1857,
located on a small rise i na promnent location within thedistrict and the
village. Next door totheeast i sthesmall but well-detailed brick Qushnan
Library of 1862, and on t hewest side a nodern fire station. Opposite these
are located t he Qushman Hall boarding house, built for school faculty and
students i n1860, and Qushnman Park, establishedi n1863. Constructed ast he
result of a series of bequeaths tothetown by two of its most prom nent
citizens, this cluster of buildings sets thedistinctive character of the'
village i nthel19th century that remins today. The Powers Institute Historic
District i san important cluster of education-related buildings and open | and
within thetown of Bernardston, within thesmall grouping of municipal and
religious buildings that forms thefocus of thevillage. The Powers Institute
Historic District i seligible totheNational Register of Historic Places
meeting criteria A and C at thelocal level. The district retains integrity
of location, setting, design, workmanship, materials, feeling, and association.

The town of Bernardston, like nmany along thenorthernborder of the
Commonweal th, was establishedby t heGeneral Court toconpensate soldiers
serving i ntheProvince's wars with Native Anericans. This grant was 1
designated for t hedescendants of those who fought i ntheFalls Fight of 1676,
one of thebattles of King Philip's Vér, fought in Deerfield. Fifty-ei”ht
years later, Samuel Hunt of Billerica and others petitioned t he CGeneral Court
for a tract of land north of Deerfield for a new township. Their petition was
granted, with a familiar list of requirements made upon them for the
establishment of thenew comunity: "provided t hegrantees do within four
years settle sixty famlies i nsaid township, and have each of them a house
eighteen feet square and five acres of |and brought toEnglish grass, or
broken up by plowing, and also tobuild a convenient Meeting House, and settle
a learned orthodox minister anong them.." The six-mle square included what

(continued)
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Is nowt hetown of Bernardston aswell asportions of thetows of LeydeAand
Colrain, and a strip of land nowwithin thestate of Vernmont. The initial
division of land into lots includedfifty-acre home Iots and an additional
meadow | ot for each proprietor. Wiile they had notrouble attracting
claimnts totheland (97 had cone forward by 1736), they had nore difficulty
attracting therequired settlers.

The proprietors of Fallstownmet inDeerfield toplan thesettlement of their
land grant. Anong their first decisions was tobuild a meetinghouse, and as
the site of this first community building, they choose thetopof Huckle Hill,
in theeastern part of thetow. By 1743 there were areportedfourteen
famlies i nthetown, but theoutbreak of King George's V&r i n1744 began a
fifteen-year periodwhen thearea was occupied by forts and soldiers rather
than farmers and their famlies. Twenty-five famlies had returned or newy
settled i nthetown by 1760 and they petitioned the General Court the next
year for theincorporation of theFall Town grant as a newtown named
Bernardston. For abrief periodi nthethird quarter of thel18th century, the
town stretched across theGeen River, but soon itslarge size, coupled with
the rough terrain, ledtothedivision of thearea. Though t he easternnost
part remained Bernardston, that portion west of theriver was annexed to o
Colrain i n1771; that totheeast of theGeen River but west of t he Geen
River, but west of thepresent Bernardston, becane Leyden i n 1784.

Di scussion of schooling for thetown dates tothere-settlement period, an(Uan
1780 t hetown establishedand funded schools i nfour districts. These schools
met inprivate hones until 1784 when t hetown voted tobuild school housesefor
the first time. Thetown added afifth district twoyears later and by 'the

m ddle of the 19th century t henunber had risen tosix. Thetown had only
these elementary or common schools until 1833 when t he Honorable Job Goodal e
pl anned an acadeny. \While Massachusetts common schools of thecolonial and
early national periods arelegendary, support for secondary schools was
largely theproduct of themddle of thel9th century. Secondary schools had
been required by | awfor larger comunities since thel7th century, but itwas
not uncommon for towns toavoid this obligation. By theFederal period, both
towns and small groups of private citizens were establishing these schoolsi n
increasing nunmbers, totrain teachers and t oprepare students for college. I t
was popul ar even i nrural areas toestablish private secondary schoolst”b
serve thecomparatively small nvinber of students interested i nadditionail
education. I ntheConnecticut Valley, schools like this had beenestablished
in a dozen comunities including Deerfield, Ashfield, Buckland, New Saleim and
Northfield i nFranklin County by 1830. GCoodale had contractedwith Orra

Shel don, thecarpenter associatedwiththe

(continued)
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nove of the Congregational Unitarian Church in 1824, to build an acadeny. In
his will of 1833, he bequeathed this contract intrust to the town, together

with five acres of land on Church Street. The Goodal e Acadeny operated until
the establishment of the Powers Institute, and the building remains as a
resi dence.

The founding of the Powers Institute dates to a bequest by Edward Eppes Powers
(1793-1855) to his honetown. Powers was the son of John Powers, a baker who
had lived briefly inseveral communities before settling with his famly in
Bernardston. He apprenticed his son Edward to a Northanpton harnessmaker and
saddler. Powers didnot last long inthis trade, however, setting off instead
with his friend Lewis C Allen to establish a dry goods business in Clinton,
Georgia. Powers eventually relocated to the expanding community of Col unbi a,
where he flourished. H spent his winters inGeorgia, returning each sunmer
to his hometown of Bernardston. Powers never married. His will providedfor
a nunber of charitable efforts and a nunmber of his nieces and nephews. For
the town of Bernardston, his chief concern was it sschools. H bequeathed to
the town 100 shares i n the Franklin County Bank, the income of which was to be
used "for the purposes of education insaid town." Half of the income was to
support the common or public elementary schools, with the additional

requi rement that the town raise at least 300 per year for that purpose. The
other half was to support a grammar or secondary school inthe tow. By the
m ddl e years of the 19th century, secondary schools were increasing in

popul arity whether privately or municipally funded. They have been credited
as instrumental i nthe period' s transformation of the "mddlingsort" of
artisans into the largely white-collar mddle class. During the mddle of the
19th  century, sixteen nore acadenmies and a nunber of town and city high
schools were added i n the Connecticut Valley, including (besides Bernardston),
Charlemont, Greenfield, New Salem and Shelburne in Franklin County. Powers
clearly valued this trend and hoped to bring i tto his hometown.

The next year, the town accepted the bequest and contributed to the [
construction of the Powers Institute building. Three parcels of |and were*
donated to the town to assist inestablishing the school, and conprise thel ot
today: 12 acre fromHenry W Qushrman, and 1 /4 acre fromAretas Ferry, both
in 1856; and six years later, an additional piece of land from Qushnan, Ferry,
John Sanderson, and Joel W Dewey. There was apparently little devel opnent of
this parcel prior to the construction of the Institute. The bulk of thel ot
was reputedly the property of Polycanthus L Qushrman, father of Henry Qushman,
who eventually sold i tto Cbed Dickenson, who had a blacksmth's shop there.
The shop had been part of the tannery across the road, and was noved here in

: (continued)
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about 1850. During Qushman's ownership the | ot was said to have been occupied
by the log cabin of the African American "Nat the Fiddler" (ca. 1755-1818).

O the western part of the | ot was the house of Theodore B Hoyt from 1821
until 1832, with a well that survived into the 20th century.

The design of the Powers Institute marked a departure from the common pattern
of school building inrural Massachusetts. Traditional schools were commonly
smal | single-story single-roombuildings under gable roofs, resembling small
meeti nghouses and other meeting halls. More conplex buildings for larger
educational institutions were of course known, with multiple classrooms and
the provision of dormtory space for students and occasionally for staff. But
an institution of this kind was not established in the region until the
establishment of Amherst College and the construction of its important |saac
Danon bui I dings in 1821-1827. Probably the first elaborate building
constructed in the region for a secondary school was Mount Pleasant in Amherst
in 1826, a doned Greek Revival structure with arcades leading to pavilions.
More commonly these buildings, i f separate buildings were constructed atall,
were domestic or town hall-like buildings, rectangular in shape, tw or three
stories in height, with small roonms on the |ower stories and often a |arger
meeting hall above. The conplex massing of the Powers Institute reflects a
knowl edge of the new planning nodes enployed in public buildings, in which the
design of a building's exterior indicated more clearly the plan and activities
of the building's Interior. Itstw wngs indicate to the observer that the
interior is more conplex than other schools of the region and period,

empl oying nore and |arger recitation rooms and specialized spaces than thfe
nore conraion school. The carpenter associated with this building is Virgil
Wyodcock (ca. 1806-1875), of Swanzey, New Hanpshire, who conbined mning in
Vermont and California with his trade, and built the City Hotel in Keene and
churches in Snanzey and Troy, all in New Hanpshire.

e of the executors of the Powers will, Henry W Qushrman (1805-1863), was
influential in the early years of the school, and added substantially to the
original bequest with associated gifts of his ow. Qushman was the only child
and heir of Polycarpus and Maria Louisa Dickman Qushman. After younger years
as farmer and teacher, he served on boards of a nunber of banks and insurance
companies. H also served extensively in town government, as clerk,
treasurer, menber of the school commttee, representative and then senator in
the state legislature, and served a termas |ieutenant governor in 1851-1852.
Qushman was as well a vocational historian and genealogist. Opposite the
school building, on a large parcel of land he owned there, Qushnman built
Qushman Hal |, the second school building, in 1860. This parcel had in the

(continued)
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18th century been the farm of Samuel Hastings and his son Rufus, who also
operated a tannery here. A portion of the land was sold by Rufus to Thomas
Snow and Gamaliel Kingsley, wio sold the and to Qushman. Another tannery in
this area was operated by |zatus Sheldon and Elizur Chanberlain during the
1830s. This is the building that was taken down i n about 1850 and a portion
noved across the street and converted into a blacksmth's shop. The building
that Qushman built initsplace cost $5,000, and on itsfirst floor provided
housing for the school principal, while students boarded upstairs. At his
death, he left to the town Qushman Hall and the |and adjacent to it, with the
inconme fromthe hall to go to support the maintenance of the park. H further
stipulated that no buildings were to be erected on the land or the gift would
be null and void and the land turned over to Amherst College for the
Agriculture Department. During the 1870s a nunber of trees were plantedin
the park, and for a time a bandstand and a wellhouse stood within the parcel.

The early constructionof this associated building suggests that the trustees
of the Powers Fund had early on decided that the school would serve an
audience larger than the town of Bernardston. The post-Revolutionary years
had been a period of growth for the town, bringing change to the conmposition
of the community. The town's agricultural econony prospered, focusing on the
common m xed grain and husbandry culture with period specialties inhops and
merino sheep. Saw and grist mills sprang up inmultiple locations and were
soon joined by a scythe snathe manufactory, several tanneries, and boot and
shoe shops. Although the early 19th century was a period of growth, the
community remained a country town, and this fact may have been influential in
the decisionto admt students from outside the town and establish Powers

Institute as a tuition school. The location of the school ina rural and
agricultural comunity was a key factor inattracting students. As George H
Hovey said during the dedicationservices: "lIts location is pleasant and
heal thful, enjoying meadow and mountain scenery, and quietude." Three years

later, the catalogue was mnore explicit: "Bernardston is essentially an
agricultural town, and therefore has no place for lounging idlers or

di ssipation... a residence where young nen will be entirely free from
temptation to evil conduct." As late as 1900, the school catalogue claimed
the village to be "entirely free fromthe disturbing elements usually found in
manufacturing towns." The school thus establishedby the Powers bequest took
a not-uncommon period form combining elements of financing that were
charitable, public, and private. The Powers bequest laid the groundwork for a
high-quality school, with a large and up-to-date building, and subsequent
bequests added to the school's fittings and physical plant. Perhaps the town
or the trustees recognized that the school's anmbitious plant and equi pment
woul d outstrip the local needs for such a facility. However the decision was

(continued)
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made, theschool eventually took i nstudents fromoutside thetow. Mbst of
the school's students cane from towns i nthenorthern Connecticut Valley, but
sone cane from as far away as Chio and Georgia. Students fromthetown of
Bernardston could be admtted totheschool onthe"free Iist," assuring'a
conponent of free public education within this m x.

» V
Just two years after constructing Qushman Hall, Qushman nmade an even nore
important gift tothetown. |1 n1862 thetown celebrateditscentennial, with
lectures, parades, andcollations, bringing together town dignitariesand
former residents, aswell as thegeneral citizenry. Qushman tookt he
opportunity of his speech tothis assenbled group t o announce his intentionto
donate tothetown apublic library. He believed, asnany of his time
believed, that "education andreligion arethegreat and fundamental
principals onwhich theprosperity and happiness of all comunities nus,t

depend." He noted thefortunate presence of five churches and si x common
school districts besides thePowers Institute i nthetow, but went ontonote
that "inorder t orender your neans of education and social progress conplete,

you need a public library." Hisgift was for $1,000 t oestablish thelibrary,
$500 for theconstruction of a fireproof building, and for thenext ten years
an annual gift of $100 t o expand thelibrary holdings. Hisgift was
conditioned onseveral premises. Thelibrary nust be free toresidents of
Bernardston, Powers Institute students and staff, and any nonresidents who
were nmenbers of Bernardston churches. | twould be overseen by a board of
trustees, run by atrained librarian, insured against loss by fire. Finally,
Qushrman specified that "noreligious sect, political party, or any combination
of thekind shall ever pervert thelibrary toitsownparticular uses.”

Qushrman's gift nade Bernardston one of thefirst towns i ntheregiontohave
the benefits of apublic library. Subscriptionlibraries and small
collections associated with thedistrict schools were known i nthe colonial
and early national periods, but it was notuntil late i nthel1l9th century that
nost communities mnade a formal provision for this amenity i ntheir comunity,
and seldomwas this acconplished without acts of philanthropysuch as this
one. Public libraries rose inpopularity during the19th century, in part
because of financial support suppliedtothemfromthestate legislature. I n
the Connecticut Valley, only Shelburne, whose library dates t o 1859, predates
Bernardston i ntheestablishment of apublic library. Thebuilding was
constructed onthesame | ot as the Powers Institute, i nthesoutheast corner
near Church Street. To thegift by Qushman was added one by John Sanderson
(1814-1898), a successful town resident whowas thesole heir of his father's
tannery. Sanderson added t othefunds for constructing thebuilding sothat a
second floor could be added t othebuilding, apublic meeting area knownas

- (continued)
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Sanderson Hall. 1n 1900 his heirs presented i tformally to the town. Wen
Qushman died i n 1863, he establisheda library fund of $2,500, with it sincone
available for the purchase of additional books.

The Powers Institute becanme quickly, i fbriefly, an exceptionally popular
school. This was inpart due to the influence of L. F Ward (1824-1882), the
school's principal from 1858-1863 and again from 1868-1871. Educated at
Dartmouth, Ward had worked at several other academes and was said to have
brought a nunmber of students with him to Powers Institute. In the 1860

catal ogue of the school, we see the school at the peak of itssize and
offering i tsnost diverse and extensive curriculum The school at that time
had nine instaff: the principal, tw preceptresses, a teacher of German and
librarian, a teacher of music, a teacher of French, a teacher of penmanship,
of penmanship and mathematics, and of elocution, oratory, and mathematics.
Students in the programwere divided anmong a nunber of departments, including
the majority inthe English department (142 boys and 134 girls), a significant
nunber i n the Classical department (71 boys and 36 girls), and an additional
57 students each i n the music and ornamental (art) branches. Inaddition to
preparing students for college, the English and normal courses were available
to provide "a thorough and practical know edge of all branches of an English
education,” as well as preparing themfor a career inteaching. Students® were
a(3mtted from twelve years up, and were requiredto take an exam nation prior
to adm ssion. Otherwise tuition ranged from $12.60 to $16.10 per term with
extra fees for certain special courses and $2.25 for board. The school
offered four terms of study, with the largest nunber of students enrolling
during the fall term followedby the spring, the winter, and finally the

sumer term I n addition to Qushnan Hall, other boarding houses i n the
village included Alonzo R Qushman's Boarding Hall, Stratton Hall, and P C
Al exander's Boarding Hall. Students mght also find accommodations singly or

in pairs within the famlies of the village.

The |arge nunber of students attending Powers Institute during itsearly years
was not sustained at the school for a long period. The enrollments declined
during the 1870s, when the school included 47 students from Bernardston_and 43
from other towns. By 1891 the nunber of students had dropped to 61, divided
bet ween the acadenic and English departments, and nost out-of-town students
were inresidence at Qushman Hall. Shortly thereafter, by a vote of the State
Board of Education, the school was "approved as a school for the purposes of
state reinbursement of high school tuition," making the school free to-
students from comunities with valuations of |less than $500, 000 that di d not
mai ntain a high school. During the first half of the 20th century, the school
operated nore conventionallyas the town's secondary or high school, as well'

(cont zi nued)
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as i tsmddle school, serving a still smaller nunber of students and offering

courses of study including college preparatory, scientific, and agricultural.
Qushrman Hal | ceased t obe a boarding hall for theschool, andwas subsequently
divided into a ntanber of apartments for rent. The school closed i n1958 when
the town joined itsneighbors i na regional school. Since that time, it has
housed t hecollection of theBernardston Historical Society. Qushman Library
remains thetown's public library, andwas expanded i n1983 with a rear ell.
Qushrman Park remains an I nmportant open space within thevillage, particularly
popular during Little League season. The Powers Institute Historic District
includes several of thetown's nmost important municipal buildings, continuing
to serve important roles within thecomunity today, and i ntheir ambitious
and attractive forms, adding significantly tothevillage ensenble.

Archaeol ogical Significance «(,.|,

Since patterns of prehistoric occupations i nBernardston arepoorly ir
understood, any surviving sites would be significant. Surviving sites i nthis
area can provide important exanples of prehistoric settlement i n
upland/interior locales and along tributary streanms of the Connecticut River.
These sites may include smaller | owdensity special purpose type sites which
may contrast larger sites along theConnecticut River.

Historic archaeol ogical remains described above have t hepotential to provide
detailed informationon thesocial, cultural and econom c patterns that
characterized growth and devel opnent i na rural center village with an
agricultural econony which remained unchanged well into the20th century.
Structural and occupational related survivalsfrom theresidence of "Nat the
Fiddler" canprovide insights into therole of African American i n the
settlement of rural Massachusetts communities. Survivals from the Hastings
farm may contribute informationon agricultural practices within theconmmunity
and therole rural agricultural economic played within thelarger regional
net wor k. Survivals from tamerles and possibly t heDi ckenson blacksm th shop
can provide informationi ntherole these industries or trades played within a
predom nantly agricultural community. Careful analysis of sheet refuse
patterns may provide data on activities which occurred around institute
buildings and i nthepark by t hegeneral comunity. Finally, priAry remains
possible associated with thelnstitute canprovide important informationon
groups of individuals who attended thelnstitute Includingboarders and local
students.

YV

(end)
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UM Ref erences: (continued) v
zone  easting northing o 1A

18 700600 4727000
18 700560 4727000
18 700560 4726900
18 700360 4726920

oo 4 O o1
—_————

Verbal Boundary Description:

See attached Bernardston Assessors Mip #14, Block G | ot #3; and Myp #9A,
Block A ot #1.

Boundary Justification:

The boundaries arethose historically associated with thePowers Institute and

its associated buildings, and consist of twoparcels given tothetown forthe
Institute, theQushnan Library, and Qushnan Hal |l and Park.

(end)
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DI STRI CT DATA SHEET

MNP # MHC # NAME ACTRESS DATE STYLE STATUI RSORE
MHC #38 Powers Institute Church Street 1857 [talianate C B
pond
2 MHC #37 Qushran Li brary Church Street 1862 [talianate C B
$ Fire Station * * Church Street " 1975 m B
4 MHC #21 Qushman Hal | Church Street * 1860 [talianate C B
5 MHC #900 Qushman Par k Church & South Strs. 1870s . C Si
fox brook

basebal | di amond
flower beds

TOTAL: 4 Contributing; 1 Noncontributing

3 Contributing Buildings 1 Noncontributing Building
1 Contributing Site
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NATIONAL
REGISTER
January 27, 1993
Carol Shuil
National Register of Historic Places <
Departnment of the Interior '
National Park Service
P.Q Box 37127
Washi ngton, DOC 20013-7127 - b ,
Dear M. Shuil: 3

Enclosed you will find the following two nom nation forms:

Bernardst on Congregational Unitarian Church, Church Street, Bernardston
(Franklin County), Massachusetts, 01337

Powers Institute Historic District, Church Street, Bernardston (Franklin
County), Massachusetts, 01337

Both nom nations have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have
been signed by the State Historic PreservationOfficer. QOaners were notified
of pending State Review Board consideration30-75 days before the meeting and
were afforded the opportunity to comrent.

Si ncerely, . AR VA . A

Betsy Friedberg fj
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

encl osure ;

cc: Carol Dyer, Bernardston Congregational Unitarian Church
Esther Carlin, Chairperson, Bernardston Historical Commi ssion
Geoffery A Rogers, Shared Town Admi nistrator
Claire Denpsey, Preservation Consultant
Dani el J. O Keefe, Chairman, Bernardston Board of Selectmen
Qushman Library

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617)727-8470

Officeof the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, S\a™Mary o ,



DATE LD FB 17, 1993, 8:41 AV Page: 52
NATI ONAL REG STER @F H CTAR C ALACES FROFERTY RERORT
REFERENCE No. : 93000127 Control No.: 930216/ ehb

FROFERTY NMME Powers Institute Historic District

OTHENMANVE/ NOT APPLI CABLE * e
SI TE >-. : o

MLTI PLE NAME NOT APPLI CABLE
ATRESS Church St. between South and LibrarySts.
BONDRY

A TY: Bernardston

GANTY: Franklin STATE MSSACHEETTS

Restricted Location Information: Quner: PRVATE Resource Type: D STRCT
Contributing Noncontributing

Bui | di ngs

Sites

Structures

bj ects

NoininatiG-;/Deternination Type: S NAERESQARE

Nomi nat or: STATE GOAERNNMANT Noni nat or Nane:
NO APPLI CABLE

Federal NOT APPLI CABLE

A ei'icy:

NS Pai K Nane: NOT APPLI CABLE

Certification: DATE RECH VED PENO NG NM NATI ON Date: 02/01/93

Qh NO APPLI CABLE
(€] .cation:
H;--;, ic DOMESTI C
Fu tions: EDOUCATI ON
REGREATI ON AND GLLTURE
Histori; I NSTI TUTT ONAL HOH NG
Subfunctions: S3HID
LI BRARY
QIDOIR REOREATI ON
Current DOMESTI C
EDUCATI ON
REFREATT ONAD GLTURE o
Qurrent MLTIAEDHLING
Subfunctions LI BRARY
NI M
S FAALITY
QIR AT
Level of LGAL Applicable Criteria: BVENT
Signi ficance ARCH TECTURE BNG NEER NG

Significant Person's Nenee NOT AFALI GBLE

Criteria Considerations: NOI APPLI CABLE

Area of Significance: ARCHI TECTURE

EDUCATI ON , X
SO A HSIRY
GOMMIN 1/ PLANN NG AND CEVELGAMVENT
Periods of : 1825- 1849 1850- 1874 Circa: Specific Sig. Years:
Significance: 1875-1899 1900- 1924
1925- 1949 1860
1862 P . ®
Architect/Buil der/Engineer/ Cultural Affiliation:
Desi gner:
NOT APPLI CABLE

Woodcock, Virgil

QG her Docunent ati on:

NO APPLI CABLE

HBSNo. NA , HERN. NA

Architectural JA*tI"WV'i5H AN

Styles: | TALI ANATE -0 e

Describe Qther Style: NI APPLI CABLE

Foundation Materials: BRXK

Ual | Materials: BATHHRBOYD BR K

Roof Materials: S ATE

G her Materials: STOE AFHALT

Acr eage:

um Zone Easting Nor t hi ng Zone Easting Nor t hi ng

Coor di nat es: 18/ /7 00 380/ /47 27 020 18/ /7 00 500/ /47 27 000
18/ /7 00 500/ /47 27 120 18/ /7 00 510/ /47 27 100
18/ /7 00 600/ /47 27 000 18/ /7 00 560/ /47 27 000
18/ /7 00 560/ /47 26 900 18/ /7 00 360/ /47 26 920

ife

oo .



