
F O R M B B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

Roll 27 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 

' other buildings. Indicate north. 

, , OTM-. 

(over) 

In Area no. Form no. 
116-CBD-
6 

1. Town Worcester 

Address_ 

Name_ 

Present use 

156 Main Street 

c opgriex'cial-

Present owner 

3. Description: 

Date 

M, Champagne & N. Cloutie] 
Elwood Adams Realty Corp, 
156 Main Street 

ca.l831, ca.l865 

Source plaque, 1897 account 
19th-centiiry ccaniaercial 

Style vernacTilar 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fal)ric brick 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features trabeated granite atore 

fronta, granite window s i l l s and 

lintels, bracketed cornice 
" top two floors 
Altered_ 

Moved 

added 

no 

Date; C&.1865 

Date 

5. Lot size Assesaors" Book 2, p,28 
Lot 16 '9,3^^5 s q . f t . 

One acre or less Over one acre 

Approximate frontage SQL 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

1 0 ' 

6. Recorded by S . C e c c a c c i , B . R . P f e i f f e r 

. OrganizationWorc. H e r i t a g e P r e s . Snr.^ 

' Date November 197? 

^^7-77 



7. Original owner (if known)_ 

Original use 

Henry W, M i l l e r 

hardware store 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates_ same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community developnient 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

!i>The Elwood Adams Block, built ca,l831, was originally a two and one-half 
storey building which was enlarged to its present four-storey height around 
1865. Unchanged from i t s ca,l865 remodeling, the block has a facade of 
six bays' width, divided by a central pier into two sections of three bays* 
width. At the f i r s t storey are two store fronts (used as a single store) 
of trabeated granite and iron posts. Windows of the upper floors have 
rectangular granite lintels and s i l l s . At the roof line is a wooden cornice 
with modillion brackets. Side walls of the block show faint outlines of 
the 1831 gable end; howeirer, no change in brickwork i s evident on the 
building's facade, suggesting that the facade was entirely re-faced with 
pressed brick around 1865• 

Now containing the Elwood Adams Hardware Store, Worcester's oldest 
business occupies a site of long-standing coimaercial importance. In 1782, 
on this site, Daniel Waldo, Sr., opened a hardware store for which he built 
the city's f i r s t brick building. Soon after 1782 Waldo's son, Daniel Jr., 
entered the business, becoming sole owner of the concern in 1791. In I816 
Waldo Jr. took Henry W. Miller as an apprentice. After I821 Miller and 
George Rice purchased the business, over which Miller gained complete 
ownership in I83I. Miller, who bought the building from the Waldo heirs 
in 1865, 'sold the ..business to Elwood Adams and a partner in I886. luider 
whom the store was operated as Smith & Adams, Smith retired in I89I, 
after which the business assumed i t s present name. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) ' 

Letter-by Alice M. Rice, dated Jvuie l897» in possession of cxirrent owners, 

Nutt, C, History of Worcester, vol, I , pp. 253-255 (Waldo biography) 
vol. IV, p.606 (Adams biogr^hy) 
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Please refer to the map in the 
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