FORM B BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

116-CBD-
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 6
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston
1 Town Worcester
Address 156 Main Street
Name _
Present use .
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") copgriex'cial-
Staple to left side of form )
Photo number M G’lar‘rp'%;ne & N Cloutie]
Present owner Bl Wood Adans Real ty Qorp,

156 Main Street

3. Description:

Date ca.l 831, ca.l 865

Source plaque, 1897 account

Roll 27 19th-centiiry ccaniaercial
Syle vernacTilar

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect unknown
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fal)ric brick
Outbuildings (describe) none

Qher features trabeated granite atore
fronta, granite wndow sills and

lintels, bracketed cornice
" toptwo floors

Altered_ added Date; C&.1865
Moved no Date
, ; OTM-. 5 Lotdze Assesaors' Book 2, p,28
Lot 16 '93NM"5 sq.ft.
One acre or less Over one acre

Approximate frontage 0L
Approximate distance of building from street
10
6. Recorded by S. Ceccacci, B.R. Pfeiffer
OrganizationWorc. Heritage Pres. Snr.”

" Date November 1977

(over)

AT7-7T



7. Original owner (if known)_ Henry W, Miller

Original use hardware store
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same
8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community developnient Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

l'i >The EH wood Adans Bl ock, built ca, 1831, was originally atwo and one-hal f
storey building whichwas enlarged toitspresent four-storey height around
1865. © Unchanged fromit s ca,|865 renodeling, the block has afacade of

six bays' width, divided by acentral pier rnto two sections of three bays*
width.” At thef|[st storey are two store fronts (used as a single store)
of trabeated granite and iron posts. Wndows of the upper floors have
rectangular granite lintels andsills. At the roof |ine i s awooden cornice
with nodillion brackets. Side walls of the block showfaint outlines of
the 1831 gable end; howeirer, nochange in brickwork i s evident on the
buil ding's facade, su%gestlng that the facade was entirely re-faced with
pressed brick around 1865e

Now containing the E wood Adans Hardware Store, Worcester's ol dest
busi ness occupies asite of long-standing coimaercial inportance. In 1782,
on this site, Daniel VWl do, Sr., opened a hardware store for which he built
the city's first brick bui fdl ng. on after 1782 Wl do's son, Daniel Jr.,
entered the business, becomng sole ower of the concern in 1791. In 1816
V@l do Jr. took Henry W M |l er as an apprentice. After 1821 MIler and
George Rice purchased the business, over which M1 er gained conplete
ownership in 1831. MIller, whobought the building fromthe Wl do heirs
in 1865 'sold the..business toE wood Adans and a partner in |886. |uider
vwhomthe store was operated as Smth &Adans, Smth retired in 89,
after which the business assuned it spresent name.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.) '

Letter-by Alice M Rice, dated Jvuie 1897» in possession of cxirrent owners,

Nutt, C, History of Wrcester, vol, |, pp. 253-255 (Vél do bi ography)
vol. 1V, p.606 (Adans bi ogr”hy)
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



