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1. Name

historicHattie (Gold Bug), Priest & Silver Pine Mines and Stampmill

and/orcommon Hangtown's Gold Bug Park

2. Location \
street & number 2501 Bedford Avenue n/a not for publication
city, town FPlacerville n/avicinity of
state California code 06 county E1 Dorado code OI7
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
& district -4 public 3 occupied ____agriculture — museum
— building(s) ___ private — unoccupied ____ commercial _X_park
—_ structure — both — work in progress _X_ educational — private residence
—site Public Acquisition Accessible —— entertainment — religious
— object —_in process XX vyes: restricted . government —__ scientific
—__ being considered —. yes: unrestricted — industrial —_ transportation
X N/A —_no ___ military _X_other:Tours

4. Owner of Property

name City of Placerville

street & number 487 Main Street

city, town Placerville n/a vicinity of state  California 95667
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. El Dorado County Recorder' S Office

street & number 360 Fair Lane

city, town Placerville State_California 99667
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Brochure and Tour Map of
title Placerville/Hangtown has this property been determined eligible? ___yes _X no

date 1983 — federal ___state ____ county _X_local

El Dorado County Chamber of Commerce
depository for survey records 542 Main Street

city, town Placerville state California




7. Description =~

Condition Check one Check one

— excelient —— deteriorated ____ unaltered _X_original site N /A’
good — ruins xx- altered —_moved date

— fair — unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance
SUMMARY DESCRIPTION -~

Four original mining claims comprise the &1.4% ACTrES of
Hangtown’s Gold Bug Park located 9/1@Qths of a mile from downtown
Placerville, on Pedford Avenue north of highway 58. Highlights of the
district are the three gold mines - Hat%ie, (Gold Bug), Priest and
Silver FPine, the G-stamp stamp mill, and a dam and holding pond.
lLocated along the eastern side of the historic Mother Lode wvein, the
digstricts environment is typical of terrain  encountered during early
mining asseociated with the Gold Rusk of 1849, Approvimately  Z5@
additional mining sites are evident, including  tunnels, prospect
holes, and ground slwicing all within the boundary of the district. Asm
&n integral part of the Placerville mining district, the park
represents a  typical mining district of the Mother Lode, with a
variety of technologies employed to extract the gold. The Gold Bug
Mine is currently accessible to the public, while the Priest and
SHilver Pine Mines are planned for restoration and public access. The
stamp mill building, althouah somewhat deteriorated, is planned for
restoraticon.

GENMERAL DESCRIPTION OF ENVIROMMENT OF DISTRICT aREA:

Situated in the foothille of the western slopre of the Sierra
MNevada range, the terrain is hilly, with the main canyon emphasized by
Pig Canuyon Creek (firet kEnown as Little BPig Oreebk) flowing east to
west through the park. All  the land is covered with natural flora of
the foothille, dominated with growth of manzanitar, oak and pine.

Some of the first geld panned in the area was done by Chilians
¥{7)y in the spring fed Big Canyon Creeks which flows heavy in winter
and spring, thern turns  almost dry in the late swmmer and fall.
Squatter and miner cottages, dating back to the 12:8% s, located along
the creek and in other areas, were removed after the area became a
park in 1965 {(12).

Troughing, done by miners to locate aquartz veins. is still
evident in many areas. kWhen the City of Placerville took over the area
in 1965, & dirt road entered the area and followed the creek to the
ather side of the pari. S0 overgraown with shrubery - mostly
Blackberries -~ the road was only 8 to 18 feet wide. The road was soon
widened and paved as it is today. The present road to the stamp mill
was created when it was discovered that the road leading to it went
acrosse  private property. Some 25@ prospecting holes are also found
when roaming off main trails. Five additional mine tunnels were along
the main road in 1943 and are still visible as well as some along
trails throughout the park. For safety reasons, most excavations were
hlasted closed in 1965, Alsos, general growth of chaparral has covered
many of the diggings.

- , . . + 1 7 Page 1
Continued on Continuation Sheet Iltem 7 Page

* hNumbers indicate source references listed
in the bibhlicgraphy.



8. Significance

" Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below : )

— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture__ _ religion

—1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic ____conservation — law — — science

— 1500-1599 ____ agricuiture — economics — literature — sculpture

—1600-1699 ___ architecture — education — military —_social/

——1700-1799 __ art X engineering — music humanitarian

X 1800-1899 ___ commerce —exploration/settiement ___ philosophy — theater

_X 1900~ —__ communications ——— industry —__ politics/government ___ transportation
—— invention _lg.otperjspecny)

Mining
Specific dates 1860-1920 Builder/Architect n/a

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

SUMMARY - The entire 6#1.45% acres areg representative of the
various mining technologies that were employed to extract and process
gold from the first ueavrs of the Gold Rush to the mid-twentisth
century. The district provides a wide diversity of historic resourcos
related to the development of the mining industry in California.
Retaining mach the Same envivonmental character as was ance
experienced duwring the mining era, the contributing resources - Hattie
(Gold Bugly Priest and Silver Ping Mines, S-stamp stamp mill — are all
an their original sites within the Poverty Ridoge Mining District. Once
the major esconomic activity in Placervilile, mining has largely
disappeared from the modern scensi this complewx is the last rmaining
historical evidence in the commuanity of this once important regional
economic activity. What remains today cannat e found elsewhkere in
public  landy in the Mother Lode region, that typifies mining activity
of the Gold Rush era as well as the stated district.

DISTRICT BOUNDARIES:

Foae mining claims comprise  the district boundaries. The
boundaries of each of the claims were the last recorded boundaries for
the area when the Bureau of Land HManagement took over in 1949, It is,y
af course, unknown  who maw have preceeded these miners. The Vulture
Glaim and Hattie claim {(hereafter referred to as the Sold Pug claim)
became one when William A. Craddock  and John Dench  mined the ares
starting in 188%. The Gold Pug claim was sold again in 1982 to Thomas
Pishop and Frank Monaghan. Ancther sale took place in 1930 to John
MoiKawy who renamed the mine "Gold Pug”, which name is retained today.
Because of Firea, files were lost and therefore no records  remain in
the El Dorado County Recorder’s office.

Record books from the California Division of Mines and Geology
indicate the Silver Pine Claim was. by possessoe right, owned by H.P.
Meailton with O.R. Gede., Henry Van Sickle and William &, Mesagher, #iled
in 193@8. Prior to that time it is believed, but not documented to this
date, that Fred W. Mader and Pern Federer mau have owned the claim in
1968 to 1928,

The Sepringhill and Liberty claims show their last recording to he
in 194@ and 1958, respectively, by Henry Gede and William &. Meagher.

The 1941 plat of the claim known as  Springhill Lode  reads

s Five Hundred Dollare worth of Labor has been eupended or
improvements made UpoTie. ... and that "...said imerovements consist of

4 pited 1 cuts and 1 tunnel and crosscuti Value. £459%.00.°

Continued on Continuation Sheet Item 8 Page 1



9. Major Bibliographical References

See attached Continuation Sheet Item 9 Page 1

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 61,45

Quadrangle name _Placerville : Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000

UTM References
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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Verbal boundary description and justification
Mount Diablo Meridian, Calif. T.1lON, R.1l1lE., Sec. 6, Lots 28 and 29

(See continuation.sheet for item 10)

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state n/a code /2 county n/a code 1/2

state ., /., : code /a___county n/a code n/a

11. Form Prepared By | | |

nameftitle Mrs. Patricia Ann Cook, President and Chairman of the Board

Hangtown'’s Gold Bug Park

organization .y o7 opment Committee, Inc . _ date  Sept. 1, 1984 ;
(916) 622-0832 or |

street & number 549 Majn Street telephone ( 916) 626-5056

city or town Placerville state cali fornia 95667

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:
—— hational —__state _& local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Pubtic La\iv:89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. |

State Historic Preservation Officer signature WMU W Mﬂ{ )

title DEPUTY STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER date 07/&6/ r5 '

A heroby certlfy that this property

‘T For NPS use only v_
//é%e . date //f’/

A,Keeper of the National Reglster

Attest

- Chief of Registration
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CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES WITHIN THE DISTRICT:
1o HATTIE (GOLD BUG) MINE:

The original sxcavation of Hattie #1 was on the north side of Rig
Canyon  Oreek where an outoropping of guartz led to digging. The Hattie
#2 {Gold Bug) ie an extension of the vein on the south side of Big
Canyon Creek. The Hattie #i1 is evident by troughing and & hole which

s now ecoming covered by undergrowth.

Climbing part way wup the hill o & narvow pathn the original

entrance  to Hattie #2 (Golad Bug) was encountersd. It was merely an
CiEen tunnel with such T drainage that one waded through water

entear the mine. The entry has been replaced with & woed timber frame

and door. Manwy times vandalized to obtain entryg, the door has
replaced repeatedly. The door is locked at nights but opened on
daily basis for visitors. After the ity of Placerville acc
areéa in 1

freren

epted the
PG5 for park purpOBes, prcEer drainage was oreated and cement

staires and railing ton the entrance  were installed for  wvisitor

CONVEN LENLE.

Peing in hardrock Mariposa slates the mine has maintained its

criginal form  and ie therefore considered in edxcellent shape.

ashoring was necessary until 1979 when a small slide ocurred inside the
entru. Ranging fraom 5 to & feet in width arnd heighlt. tThe  tunnel

gstends 362 feet into the hill showing the quarts: veins  followed

the miners. The formation of the tunnel is a result of blasting the
rock to edxtract the aquartz bearing gold ore. &A1 work done in the mine

was by bhilasting and the use af hand tools.

Several feet into the ming, & 28 foot high drift rises above the

tunnel =R = Tw
egxtending p
proceeds into the Bills ground water can be edperienced slong the wau.

0Ny

sing ancother guarts Yein. Farther it ancther cdrift
feet frigh erposss even anather VE LT . e 1 e turrie l

» At the back of the mine the tunmel splits into a "Y', The left
turnmel ends at approdvimately 28 feet in an area called the "Rlack Hole

of Calcutta®. The rvight tunnel zutends  ancther 3835

called the "Blue Grotto Drift"y showing the guarts vein overhbead at

feet in an area

height Jjust over 4 feet. Overhesd at the *Y? where the ceiling is Just
about & fTeet, i the air shaft opening which  extends 168 feet to the
surface intersecting the Priest Mine above. & natural deaft bkesps  the

mine coel and fresh at all times.

About 46 to 58 feet of the originsl raill tracks for the ore carts
used, are still in place on the divt floor under the wooden floo-ing,
Firet laid in 19485, A new wooden floor was laid the full length of the

mine in 198% by the City of Flacerville to fac

ilitate tourist traffic.

Electric lighting was installed in 194648 for  viewer conveniencs  and

safety. (1, 3y 4, 7y %, 11, 1Z, 13
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2e PRIEST MiINgs

Located on the hill about 68 feet above the Hattie (Gold Bug)y, ia
the Priest mine. Quartz outoropping, againy encouraged early digging
in  the more sedimentary  type rook. Additional excavations are also
noted to the east of the tunnel.

The open entrance, once accessible by & dirt road from  the south
side of the park in 1%485, indicated & typical example of weathering
caused by tree roots. grass coots, and seasonal rainfall. The zone of
weathering was considered to be approdximately 17 inches at that Toime .,
A overgroawen traill was found to a6 on The side of the Rill coming up
from the mine belowi; this ig now the principal accese rvouwte., Though
more delicate in nature than  the Hattie (Gold  Bugl, it is also
considered to e in excellent condition.

The tunnmel edxtends 147 feet into the side of the Hill with a dirt
floor. Hanging between % and & feelt in width, the ceiling has a curved
design and is about 5 fest high. The tool marks of tThe miners can be
seen on the walles and ceiling throughout the entire mine.

Ahout &5 feet in from the entrance is & rvoom called the Powder
Room drift, which has & carved column "supporting” the ceiling. The
room is squared as  opposed to being oa dugout  ares. The gquartsz  veiln
exposed  on the wall of the room ie believed to parallel the exposed
veln in the Plue Srotto Drift in the mine below. '

At the back of the mine, the drift railses about 8 feety, where the
aivr  shaft of the ming below is offset about 1@ feet from the Priest
ming as it rises to the top of the Hill. Another large sguared room is
at the rear of the mineg.

l.ighting installed baok in 194%  has been vandalized thus
resulting in closuwre of the ming to the general public. The existing
woccen daor at the entrance of the mine has been wired and sealed
until proper security can be established. (7 11, Tae 1352 Flanse are
peing made to reopen the mine to the pubkliic.

A, BILNVER PINE MINE:S

Loacated &7°8" berind  the ore hopper of the stamp  mill iz the
apening af the Siiver Pine mine sxcavation. In a low hill area of
primarily sandstone and shale, the excavation exxtends 1257 to the
nartle where the rest of the tunnel remains buried. The width of the
excavation varies from 47 to 15 at the back. & Z2°16Y piece of rail
track pratrudes from  the Yfloor” indicating additional track ie
probably still beneath the surface. About ofroan the entrance is &
large, almost 5% hole showing wart of the tunnel. Arnather 32% to the
o th is o oa &7 hole showing the vein followed it the escavation. The
sides of the excavation vary from 17 to almost 7° at the back.

The decstruction of the ming entrance oocurred during an sargument
af the ouners of he Siiver Pine claim. IFf legend is corrvect, the mine
will be an  interesting one to open  and develop  for  resesacch and
educational purposes. [t is believed to etill hold an ore cart with

CI

The development of this sitey in conjunction with the stamp mills
will be a unigaue demonstration of hardrock mining in the Mother Lode
BT,
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4. -8TaAMP STamMP MILL:

The stamp mills on itse original site in front of the Silver Pine
Mine, is situated on & slaope in the northweest section of the disteict,

housed  in & building which is deteriorated.
condition  and probably workable at  thi ti

restoration with the coopevation of Westinghouses

Sunnyvale. .

The frame holding the stamp mill was desi
fron Works and ie original. The automatic ore
the Hendy Iron Works. It is belisved that the

parts from an original 18@-stamp stamp mill at this site. Weetinghous
Flectric Corporation of Sunnygvale has authent

Considered in fair
e the mill Aawaits
Electric Compang of

grned by Joshua Hendy
loaders are also from
Beotamps were salvaged

icated the milil o cum

their catalogues of Joshua Hendy ron Works. In restoring the mill,

Westinghouse Flectrico will use all existing part

oo oand manufacture only

what needs to be replaced from original plans and casts. The frameworb

stands appraoadimately 15 feet high and is 12 feet
stamps and the ore loaders sit within an & 1/2 F

front of the 12 foot bay 12 foot ore hopper.

The building itself is on threse levels and

wide. The frame with
oot b 12 foot area in

follows the slan  of

moest stampe mill bbaildings. Constructed of a wooden frame 1t 1% v e e ol
with corrugated metal sheeting on the sides and roaf. The building

extends 48 172 feet down the slope and is 1é
building. incorporating what can b
e brererty desigrned following stamp mill faad ddi
vigwing areas added. The new building would add t

feet wide. & renovated

Ivaged from the old building,

g plans with visitor
o the security of the

stamp-mill as well as provide additional information on the process of
gaold extraction with exhibites. Also, under consideration.s instead of a

largely new building, is & contemporsosy addition

to a restored structure.

» which would he added

Originallu. a Cadillac gasoline engine and belt transmitted the

power tao the cam shaft of the double four stamp
gone before the park was acauived and will be

mill., That ENa e Wwas

replaced by & met o

firet made by kHWestinghouse Electric ~ historical in iteelf. When the

milid hecomes operational. it will operate in

a wsiow eduacational

configuration T demonstration PUTEOSes arnd  to Y G it

integrity.
The tupe of geld extraction BT O S that

used widely in  the Hother Lode and is dire

the mill presents was
ctly assooiated with

hardrock mining. This particulars miil was Tirst in rlace for use at
the Silver PFine olaim dirvectly behind the stamp milil. It was later
uwsed by those in the immediate area and then edxtended ites business to
aother parts of ithe Flacerville area. Its particular setting  and

placement are very appropriate to the historical
il 159

mining theme., (7. 18,
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NON-CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES WITHIN THE DISTRICT:
1. DaM aAaND HOLDING FOND:

The cement dam across Big  Cangon Creek  shows
flow walves. The condition of the dam is good and
the silt removed bebind it for the oreek to filiow no

ite location is the af a holding pond wih
for use at & small stamp mill located along the ore
{(Gold Bug! mine. The dam was buillt in 1948,

The deam, 4 feet wide has two steel gates
Pelocw each gate, & Fest dowr. are 1é" T lume
Concrete walls extending back from the dam, widen t
The water pond itself, edtends about 288  feet
depending onn the amount of water collected from its
and general runcaff in the ares.

The pond will be converted to a fishing pond
been removed. & pump will circwlate water in the po
from a hydrant nearby during the dry season to ms
level., {(1&, 17

2. MEAGHER SUMMER HOME:

The swmmer home. painted white, is & wood fr
white ship-lap siding on the ocutsidey & verands on
ashingle roofing.

l.ocated at the end of the main park road, t i
in & wide flat area near the oreebk.

Oddly constructed, it is ocomposed of thyes
purchased from  Standard il DOImPEAnG  in 1948 whic
Cornings California. to the site. The threee bl ldi
=1 e, were connected together to form  three roo
bathroom, and & bedroom. One large room was brilt ac
of the three rooms to forem & 13°8"% « 27 8¢ Living
fireplace was built. The house iteeld i 27780 “
screened veranda &ll the way around the house.

bhen the properity reverted to the Bureaun of La
was then leased to the Sity of Placervilley, it becam
the Recreation and Parks Department. A new workshop
other property, lgaving the old white howse avail
o museun development. Considered to be in good con
FEPRRILTES are necessary to make the building habitable a

B, LARGE METAL STORAGE GARAGE!X
Adjacent to the Megsgher SDummer Home 1s & 24°
by Recreation and Parks Department for wehicle
workshop is relocated, the garage wouwld also  bDe
premises. The building was built in 19865,

two gates and two
nesds only to have
rmal ly.
1k provided water
eb near the Hattie

o hold the water.
pipes wilh covers.
he pond To 59 feet.
rebhind the  dams
soirce {a  springd

after the silt has
nod with water added
intain & constant

ame structure with
all four sides, and

e house is situated

bathroom” buildings
h o were moved from
ngsy placed side by
ms o~ & kRitchern, A
ross  the long side
roaom where & stone
et with & 57 &T

e Management, and
e the workshop for
will rex i dlt on
albrle for clubhouse
it i, SOIME Wi o
gain. (1éay 17

# 477 builiding used
et (I S E . e the
removed from the
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4, SMALL STORAGE SHED at entrance to Gold Bug Mine:

The storage shed is temporarily situation to house and protect the
electric box for the Gold Bug Mine, Built in 1981, it replaced an old,
delapidated nonhistoric structure. A small museum (reminiscent of stamp
mill design) will be built at the site in the future,

5. COMFORT STATIONS:

Two self-contained comfort stations, constructed of wood, are
located near the picnic area for visitor convenience. Additional comfort
stations will have to be built in the park at other locations in the future,
These two were built in 1965,

6. PICNIC AREAS with tables, benches, and trash recepticals:
At the present time there are two main picnic areas in the park —--
along Big Canyon Creek, and near the Priest Mine., These consist of nine
tables with attached benches and five trash recepticals.,

7. PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT AND ARCHERY RANGE:

Only two pieces of iron-pipe playground equipment remain today —-—

a teeter-totter and a merry-go-round., These will be moved to another area
within the park more suited for a tot playground,

The archery range consists of 14 stations, all above ground and
moveable, The range has been inspected and approved by the National Archery
Association. On contract with the City of Placerville, the Hangtown Bowmen
maintain the range and are subject to approval by not only the city, but by
the Hangtown's Gold Bug Park Development Committee, Inc. as well,
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ALl Four claims acauired bw Meagher  of Indevendent ITron
Wovrke of Oakland in the 1940 s, who decided not to develop the area
due to its historical nature. He Then turned the property over to  the
s Puresu of  Land Management i 1949, The City of FPlacerville lease
the propevita from BLM in 1945 to e used as & park under
the Recreational Use Act. Finally in 198, the propecty was turned
covesr to The Oity of Placerville.

The drrvegular outline of the district is representative of the
manner in which claims were staked, with litt) regard T anyg P ibile
existing poundaries. The boundasries are justified historically and by
remaining integrity  as  shown onn The  final cadastral ELLI® Plat;

adjacent propertises  have  Deorn develaped with modern
housing resulting in  the isolation of this ares as the last int
historic enclave associated with the local mining industruy.

The entire Fovertwy Ridoge Mining Disteict ie BEricner ter have
produced approdimately 17 million  during the | @ to 1E 4 whien
gold was assaved at $17.880 per cunce.

@ perio

-

HISTORY OF MAJOR REQOURCES:
T HATTIE (GOLD BUGY MINES

In i g twer men, William & Craddock and Jobn Dench. e
prospecting along  Big Canon Oreesk in the Proverty Ridge Mining
District. OQubt—-oroppings in the canuon walls ingspired the reginning of
driftse and tunnels following the auwarts veins. With hand  tTools. theu
removed the Mariposas slate to get at the guartz theat would e crushed
at the Z-stamp stamp mill located at the edge of & pond in Big Canuoan
Creel ., {1 5 3 9 £ P 3

The first mine’s

o

T #i%, after (raddock’s eldest
dawvghter. The second ming. an extension of the Hattie south of Biw
Cangon Creak, cpened in 1900, The first 130 feet of the tunnel follows
the grain lagers of the slate abt which point they ran cut of the
quartsz vein. Making & 15 degres turn to the left, and Qoang Cross
grain to o the slate in an exploritory deifty it was another 138 fest
before runming across another vein of guartz. (9 )

Craddock and Dench cdis ived ftheir partnership in 18997 .
Craddock retained what was called the Vulture Mineg claim - the Hattie
mine Deing on the claim.

Gocoeding to records with o BLF, Fishop and Monaghan purchased
the claim in 1982,

The Hattie mine was again sold in 1938 to Mokay who worked the
mine  until 1948 and then olg I U cengrr. (20 The plat dated 1948
indicates "...that Five Hundred Dollsrs worth of tabor  has HERET
expended or impeoosemants made  upon..." and that .. .said imporvemesnts
consiset of 1 shatiti 2ocuts 1 chrift and raised and LI oout, tunmnel
crasscuts and shaflts Velus

*Numbers indicate source references listed in the bibliography.
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After World War 11y the Independent Iron Works, owned by W. 5
Meagher of Oaklands California. took possession of all miaim%, which
ie  the acreage that is now Gold Pug Park. in 1949, @il miring
abandoned and the land reverted to the USRS  Sovernernt, Bureaa of
Management. 13y 1é&, 172

Thewgh the mineg was not larvge in size nor & vich produacer of
golds it still enables the pul i tm genwtingly visuwalize what =&
typloal amall mine 1 8 Pike, ER N
Logn i ficance in regsards to obher : CE M e
@yl nesring invoilved in sloping & dreift
internally by the troughing on the suef z

asperific geological
tThe  Moth
& srnally as

af the hill over tThe mine.

e T

Hae PRIEST MINE:

Iinformation ism oemtill
history of the mine, which is lac :

Descendarnts of families i the ares @
Francisco arcehdiocese conducted servioes in one t the Dack rooms for
the miners of the area. ~ thu the rmame Prigst ming. (17D Dfficial
records have Deen destroged lq five in oth Sarn Francisco  and Bl
Dovado Countuy lgaving little or no documnentation available.

Originaliy. din 17 v f L sunk From the top  of the
mowntain ©into  the Gold Pug mine  Tor fre air. It was a&lso used to
dror the auartsz from the Priest Mine some fest above the Hattie
Ming., {7y 92

Haid  to produce morve than the gl d Pugs the Prigst mineg's
delicate natwre is worthy of preservation.

gathered at this weiting  on T e
on the Gold Pug claim.
st that the San

1y A&7 &ly ®

Ae STLVER FPINE MINE:

Liith wverdy little information tTo 9o o6y it is known that
Mol tar., Gede, Van Sicklies and Meagher swned the S5ilver Fine mineg in
1930, The Silver Pine claim was orobaisiy fiwmt‘ Wi e inn the 18607 5,
alorng with other claims ir e  ageneral areds. Ae mentioned hefore,
Mlavyer and Federey may have cuned the olaim in the early 19067 <.
the greatest W L LE this  mirer fras i
furnknouwn” ' I A the story Qo v e of the
argument as G was presaring to lesve the area
are of them blew wp the mwmine entrance to pwm*wr* Fris
his absence. Py slowly and methodically 3
find perhaps some  remnants of
at an ore cart laden with guar ! :
the mins. If this is true, b : niam} tor yield
addtional information reagarding the entire gold mining FE D6 =
wel 1 as another interpretaticorn for the publioc - &ll o e
silte.

i e

fracd &
ATl N

during
thl% mirne., we will
ie believed
o

{

I T R n"

4. E-S3TAMEF STampP ML )
Gieorge DoTens Was contracted to baild & stampe mill ¢
slope f the Silver Pine Claim @ st ime hetween 184 and 1874, (7, 16D

T the

wi L1
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LT O E
the stame mill. on that s in 1981918 pericd. Fred Mayer and
Federer possibly  owned the stame mill and Silver FPine mine olaim
that time.

A My Sohiff later
it inm the 1928 G @ar iy %

The o ings were purch
af Sarn Franciscoo (now owned by tirahien Electric Corporation).
CEeration was set up as & custom orusher for Aty af the miners 1T
area. ofter Mr. SBohiff s death, his widows Agnes Schiff continue
manage the operaticon of the mill =¥
Few tans to 1@860°'s  of tons. WEreE Peooes ard
halls. These were then taken Tt retorts for further refining and
remove the mercuryg and vetain the gold., (131, 159

Peing on ite griginal site and soon to e din working or

Fyomm tThe .

P e e ol into &ma

& thouwght tor have built the bullding around

Pen
at

caareey af the stamp mill and rebullt

abtia Hendy Iron  Worbks

Thies
t e
ad to

Time. Consignments  from a

o

'

(‘t';’i‘ k]

wili make this stamp mill U ious in the Mother Lode. The project

Frresear s,y graphically, the full
extraction of the hardeock mining @ra.

Tre mill represents  an example of enginesring Lrigenul ty
that time in history. Not < idered  the Dest metb
the etamp mill proc

1 ometho

terr abandoned for morese vrefin

& WaEs

Bao DAk alD HOLDINMNG PONDE

Baig Canuon Oresb Degins on Indian Hill Cfarmerly Nig
Tt the east. Thowaah spring feds in dry wuears the spring ded
pond  developed in the area tThe Hattie (Gl
water supply for miners.

In late i%48. W. G. Meagher of Independent ITron Wocbks, Do
dam orn the oreek to bold water for a swimming  hole. The dam
resulting pond are stil there. (7. By 1é&, 17D

The oresk iteesl 1sidered a good panning creel e
the hardrook ML TS WETE 3

Perc & it eventualls 1 ows
the Smerl can Riwver, it

H

£

Ll

i
.f."

e ] foor wold o@a Sy 6 i
1858 . Legend tells wus that the Chileans wers panning in  the

when the "white man® moved Them owt and doven o the other side of
american Hiver to the area  bkrnown tods O Cha ld Paw . There,an
Firvet daw of the Ohileans gold panning, they took out more  oold

PEN

the "white man® did on Big Cangon Oreek.

G MESGHER SUMMER HOME:
After World War Tie the W.G. sabeEr family had piloked up
the mining claims of the exact same H1.4% acres. e of the mi
aims he purchased, w fromm & Family by the name of Charlies Lin

whier "camped out® o the property it & big tent. The familo. with 1812

ohildran. WErE mEreE iy indigent workers i the ares. They Lived
several Wears on The property. until Mesgher either said them to 1

o purchased their ¢l

&
el to o sstract gold.s

practice, by this method, o f gold

1

111D

fe

Fugl, and served as a

It &
ardd

Foere
Lreter
AV EE
e
b

thvanm

all
s
cleay

e

E2 6
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Meagher decided to bulld & "summer bome” on the site in 1948,

Ores of Mleaaher’s workers  from Oabkiands buwilt a stone fiveplacs, AT
3

Fruet the Duiilding. (ié&. LY
(]

athers helped to cons
When the property revert

H

s o

i to the Bureaw of Land Management,

and then leassed to the Citw of Placerville, it became the worbkshop for

the Recoresation and Park
eventually relocate Ttheir worksh
it iding availlabkie Ffor a clubbouse

Certainig. &t
i lding represents &

of the 19407,

PMIMING SIGNIFICANCE:
He ise of the close proximity to the gold discovery site

Coloma o Flacerville developed from & drey digoing mining araea into

& PDepavtment. The Lity of Placerville will
apoon ather ity properiys lesaving the

architecture’, the

&

mador supply center for the miners. Placerville gvolved, itself, oy cam

a variety of mining technigues to i
Srnelng ity S e Lt inhanitants

population with a varietw of STV L

CmE tThe county seat. The
tTravelers, vl ST i ng
s, Domsenuent iy Placerville’ s

significance developed &s & major city  within the Mother Lode. The

small district of &£1.43 acres is representative of other areas

o f

Flacerviile which later clerve ] orpmesdd into residential neighborhoocs,

commercial sectionss and the like.

Being & part of the Mother Lode holds its own distinction. Anyg
e mer Ty an the Mother LLode veln automatical ly becomes fpart  of that

»

section of California invac
TrHiis this property edxemplifies

= b numerous pegple during thie Gold Rush.
that e dod i time  when

California historically develooed. Aand, 0T e came &t integral et

af the national development of the United States.

FUTURE PARK DEVELOPMENT

ihe City of Placerville fras accepted not only the

of maintaining the historicgal character oof T wark . bDut has orest

the Hangtown’s Gold BFug FPark  Development Comamd the o,
compatible development and control. Thie Committee s FEspons
gathering, cdoocumenting and ARV T tThe hi
caretaker, proey i ced g the
on the property to provide security and information.

story of the district.

“

by both T byes
Museum to be built at the entrance of

sl e ol
ETIELT &
ibie o

4

Ty arnc approved b the Conmittes, will

The Committes has developed a master plan which has besn  appyoved
City Flanning Commission and the City Council. The Hattie
Gold  Bug o Mine, will Frentse
memoratiilia from descendents of the ares and general parbk ionformation.
v

The tour program will e eupanded to inciude &1l ismtorical

aspecte on & regular

By continuous ar el reopening  of The two 3T
restoration of the stamp mills the Committes will be able to s
this particular ares as a tupical mining neilghborhood of Placerville.

&l

T 5 =}
tatilish
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Footnotes (Published Sources):

(1) A Glimpse of El1 Dorado, Marilyn Ferguson, Heritage Association of El Dorado
County, 1976

(2) The Argonauts, C. W. Haskins, Official Records of El Dorado County

(3) Historic Sites of El Dorado County, Jane Schlappi, Heritage Association of
El Dorado County, 1975

(4) Geology of Northern California, Edgar Baily
(5) Hills of Gold, Herman Jerrett, Published by Author, 1963
(6) Gold Mines of Northern California, Jack Wagner, Howell Publishers, 1970

Footnotes (Interviews):

- Most information has been obtained by interviews with individuals directly
connected with the nominated area and their family descendants. All inter-
views have been taped.

(7) Ed Bishop, a miner of the area and aide to County Assessor,

(8) W. G. Meagher family, built the dam on Big Canyon Creek and the old white house,
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(9) William Craddock family, includes sons and daughters of Hattie Craddock
Bennett (eldest daughter of Craddock), the original developer of Gold Bug Mine.

(10) George Cosens family, first built the stamp mill,

(11) Mel Jensen, local historian and official tour guide of the park.

(12) Charles Hinz, former Recreation and Parks Director for City of Placerville,
(13) George Wheeldon, Geologist.

(14) Golden Chain Council of the Mother Lode, Inc., P. O. Box 1246, Auburn,
California 95603,

(15) Joshua Hendy Iron Works Catalogue, Westinghouse Electric Corporation,
Sunnyvale, California. (material in corporate archives)

(16) Ora Goodwin, adjacent property owner.

(17) Paul Samuel James, adjacent property owner.
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Boundaries are drawn on property lines which encompass the four contiguous
mining claims which form the last remnant of the Poverty Ridge Mining District.
Boundaries are shown on the attached district map; dimensions are approximate,
being conversions of chain measurements recorded in the 1981 cadastral survey
of the property. A full discussion of the boundary justification is included
in the text of section 8. The city of Placerville has designated the entire
historic area as "Gold Bug Park'.
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