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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

I. PRESENT CONDITION: THE WORKMAN FAMILY CEMETERY, WITH ITS GREEK REVIVAL 
MAUSOLEUM, is AN ENCLOSED, RECTANGULAR AREA OF 20V x 11^ 1 rrrt:t»04*a IN
AN EAST-WEST AXIS; IT IS SOME 650' SOUTHWEST OP THE HISTORIC WORKMAN

ADOBE. ADJACENT TO IT, ON THE WEST, is AN AVENUE OF ARBORVITAE TREES 
(APPROX. 50 YEARS OLD) WHICH WAS PLANTED BY THE TEMPLE FAMILY, CA. 1920. 
THIS AVENUE ALIGNS AXIALLY WITH THE CENTERLINE OF AND TERMINATES IN FRONT 
OF THE CEMETERY'S MAIN GATE AND is PUNCTUATED THERE BY A MATURE CALIFORNIA 
FAN PALM. THE CITY OF INDUSTRY PLANS TO SALVAGE SEVERAL ARBORVITAE AND 
THE FAN PALM, RELOCATING THEM NEARBY ON THE PREMISES. THE AVENUE OF TREES 
FORM WILL BE RETAINED BY NEW TREES AND PAVING COMPATIBLE WITH THE SITE, T( 
PRESERVE THE HISTORIC LINK BETWEEN THE CEMETERY AND ITS RELATED 19™ 
CENTURY HOUSE. ALL MATURE PLANTING AND THE PAVED WALKS WITHIN THE 
CEMETERY WILL BE PRESERVED AND THE ENTIRE CEMETERY, WALLS AND STRUCTURES 
WILL BE RESTORED.

A) PLAN - THE RECTANGULAR PLOT DEFINED ABOVE CONSISTS PRINCIPALLY OF ONE
BRICK WALL AT THE WEST SIDE WITH WROUGHT IRON GATE OF THE MID 19tH

CENTURY, FLANKED BY DECORATIVE BRICK GATE POSTS. THIS WEST WALL is THE
ONLY REMNANT OF THE ORIGINAL BRICK WALL THAT SURROUNDED THE CEMETERY IN 

THE LATE l850S. THE REMAINING THREE SIDES ARE PROTECTED BY AN IRON RAIL 

FENCE WHICH WAS ERECTED TO REPLACE THE BRICK WALLS THAT WERE TORN DOWN 

BETWEEN 1903 AND 190?' ' T IS INTENDED TO REMOVE THE IRON FENCE AND RE­ 

CONSTRUCT THE BRICK WALLS ON THE THREE SIDES TO MATCH AS CLOSELY AS 

POSSIBLE THE ORIGINAL, REMAINING WALL ON THE WEST SIDE. Wl THIN THE 

BOUNDARY OF THE CEMETERY ARE A Ml NATURE DORIC GREEK STYLE MAUSOLEUM 

(20* X 28') AND AN INNER BURIAL PLOT SURROUNDED BY A BEAUTIFULLY DETAILED 

CAST-IRON FENCE AND SUN-BURST GATE, DATING FROM THE l850s. BOTH THE

INNER PLOT (APPROXIMATELY 33' x 50 1 ) AND THE MAUSOLEUM ARE ALIGNED IN AN
EAST-WEST DIRECTION, ON THE CENTERLINE OF THE CEMETERY.

B) WALLS - THE REMAINING BRICK WALL CONTAINS A FINE EXAMPLE OF MID 19TH
CENTURY BRICK CRAFTSMANSHIP IN THE Los ANGELES REGION. IT is ONE OF THE
VERY FEW SURVIVORS OF THIS TYPE OF CRAFTSMANSHIP OF THE MID 19™ CENTURY 

PERIOD AND THE ONLY KNOWN OF ITS KIND SURROUNDING A PRIVATE CEMETERY IN 

THIS AREA. THE MAIN WALL IS APPROXIMATELY ^ 1/2 FEET HIGH, HAVING A 

STEPPED, BRICK CAP BETWEEN l8" X l8" PROJECTING BRICK PIERS, M TERMINATED 

BY A 6" DIAMETER, BLACK IRON BALL FINIAL WHICH RESTS ON TOP OF A ~]/8" 

DIAMETER BLACK IRON PIPE STEM, 6" HIGH. THE PIERS ARE PLACED AT ABOUT 

11 FEET ON CENTER. THE MAIN WALL IS OF DOUBLE WIDTH, UNREINFORCED BRICK 

CONSTRUCTION, IN RUNNING BOND, WITH A HEADER BOND COURSE AT THE TOP, AT 

MID HEIGHT AND AT THE BOTTOM. BENEATH THE PROJECTING MAIN CAP IS A 

DECORATIVE, SIMULATED DENTIL COURSE, CONSISTING OF A HEADER BOND BRICK 

UNIT ALTERNATELY PROJECTING 1" BEYOND THE ADJACENT FLUSH HEADER. THE 

TOTAL BRICK CAP CONSISTS OF THREE LAYERS OF RUNNING BOND BRICKS, STEPPED 

UNIFORMLY BACK 2" ON EACH SIDE FROM THE COURSE BELOW. BETWEEN THE MAIN 

2 1 X 2 1 BRICK GATE POSTS, WITH TYPICAL STEPPED CAP AND IRON BALL FINIAL, 

IS THE ORIGINAL WROUGHT IRON GATE CONSISTING OF BLACK IRON BARS, TOPPED 

WITH CAST IRON FINIALS, IN TWO DIFFERENT DESIGNS, ALTERNATING AT THE TIPS 

OF THE UPPER AND LOWER BARS. TYPICAL HANDMADE BRICKS ARE 2 1/2" X V X 8' 

FOR THE WALL.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE EL CAMPO SANTO CEMETERY IS SIGNIFICANT BECAUSE:

1) IT DERIVES ITS PRIMARY IMPORTANCE FROM THE GRAVES OF HISTORIC FIGURES 
IDENTIFIED WITH THE AMERICANIZATION OF CALIFORNIA.

2) |T IS ALSO SIGNIFICANT DUE TO ITS AGE, BEING PERHAPS THE EARLIEST OF ITS 
KIND IN THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA REGION.

3) IT IS SIGNIFICANT FOR ITS ARCHITECTURE AND LANDSCAPED FEATURES AS WELL.

1) THIS CEMETERY IS THE LA PUENTE RANCHO BURIAL GROUND CREATED BY ONE OF 
THE FIRST ANGLO-AMERICAN PIONEERS IN CALIFORNIA, WILLIAM WORKMAN, FOR
HIS FAMILY, FRIENDS AND RETAINERS. ONE OF THOSE OF TRANSCENDING IM­ 

PORTANCE IS DON PlO PlCO, THE LAST MEXICAN GOVERNOR OF CALIFORNIA, A

FAMILY FRIEND, WHO WITH HIS WIFE OCCUPIES ONE OF THE CRYPTS IN THE 
MAUSOLEUM. LYING IN THE INNER BURIAL PLOT IS JOHN ROWLAND, Wl LLI AM 
WORKMAN'S LIFELONG PARTNER AND FRIEND. THESE TWO MEN OWNED THE LA 
PUENTE RANCHO AND TOGETHER LED THE FIRST WAGON TRAIN OF PERMANENT , 
EASTERN SETTLERS INTO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. THESE PIONEERS AND THOSE OF 
THE BIDWELL-BARTLESON PARTY WHICH WENT TO SAN JOSE IN THE NORTH, WERE
THE FIRST SUCH SETTLERS IN CALIFORNIA - THUS OPENING THE WAY FOR THE

FLOOD OF AMERICAN IMMIGRANTS THAT WERE TO EVENTUALLY FOLLOW.

2) PRELIMINARY RESEARCH BY DR. EDWIN CARPENTER OF THE HUNTINGTON LIBRARY, 
SAN MARINO, CALIFORNIA INDICATES THAT THIS BURIAL PLOT, FIRST SET ASIDE 
BY WILLIAM WORKMAN IN 1850, is THE FIRST SUCH ANGLO-AMERICAN PRIVATE
CEMETERY IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. THE FIRST OF THE FAMILY TO BE BURIED

THERE WAS DAVID WORKMAN, WlLLIAM f S BROTHER, IN 1855.

3) THE MID 19™ CENTURY BRICK CRAFTSMANSHIP OF THE ENCLOSURE WALL WITH ITS 
IRON GATE, THE SUPERB CAST IRON FENCE AND GATE OF THE INNER PLOT -
UNEQUALLED IN THIS REGION - THE LANDSCAPED SETTING, ESPECIALLY THE 

AVENUE OF TREES AND THE SURROUNDING GROUNDS, THE MINIATURE DORIC GREEK

TEMPLE MAUSOLEUM, ALL YIELD A PERIOD ARCHITECTURE OF NOTABLE DISTINCTION 
FOR STUDY AND CULTURAL ENRICHMENT.

AS MENTIONED UNDER SECTION 7«, THE CITY OF INDUSTRY INTENDS TO PROPERLY 

RESTORE THE ENTIRE CEMETERY AND GROUNDS FOR THE HISTORIC AND CULTURAL 

BENEFIT OF THE PUBLIC.
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CARPENTER, DR. EDWIN H. LECTURER, HUNTINGTON LIBRARY, SAN MARINO. 
INTERVIEWS, 1973-7!}; LETTER AND REFERENCES, 8/28/73

Los ANGELES TIMES, ARTICLE DATED BY DR. CARPENTER, (IBID) 2/6/07

RADFORD, CLAIRE G. LA PUENTE KALEIDOSCOPE, PART I. PUBL. FOR LA PUENTE 
VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 197'4V

TEMPLE, THOMAS W. II. HISTORIAN, SAN GABRIEL MISSION, UNPUBLISHED NOTES,
COPIED MAY 1951, ON FILE IN THE LA PUENTE VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

POWELL, JANET & DAN. LA PUENTE PAST AND PRESENT. UNPUBLISHED
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:
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Name

Title

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register,

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

ATTEST:

State Historic 
Officer

Date

Keeper of The National Reister

Date
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C) FENCE - PERHAPS THE MOST NOTEWORTHY - AND RARE - ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT OF
THE CEMETERY IS THE ORIGINAL CAST IRON FENCE AND GATE, SURROUNDING THE 

INNER PLOT, AGING GRACEFULLY WITH THE MUTED, RUST COLORS OF BRONZE-REDS 

THAT TINT THE EXQUISITE, CAST IRON SCROLLS, FINIALS AND THE EXCEPTIONAL 

SUN BURST GATE WHICH IS DECORATED WITH ROMAN CROSSES AND AN ("HS/' SIGNET 

IN THE CENTER. ONE OR TWO FINIALS HAVE BEEN BROKEN OR LOST AND SOME OF 

THE BRICK CURB UNDER THE FENCE NEEDS REPAIR WORK, OTHERWISE THIS ELEMENT 

IS IN GOOD CONDITION.

D ) MAUSOLEUM - (WALTER P. TEMPLE MEMORIAL) - THIS EARLY 20TH CENTURY (1919)
CLASSIC REVIVAL STRUCTURE IS A MINIATURE GREEK DOR IC TEMPLE, HAVING A FOUR 

COLUMN PORCH WITH STYLOBATE AT THE WEST FRONT AND HAVING TYPICAL CLASSIC

GREEK DETAILING, INCLUDING CAST TILE ROOF, ALL OF WHICH is EXECUTED IN 
NATURAL GRAY CAST STONE. THE INTERIOR HAS MARBLE WALLS AND DETAILS WITH A 
SANITAS COVERED CEILING AND ORNAMENTAL, PAINTED PLASTER CORNICE. AN 
ORIGINAL STAINED GLASS WINDOW AT THE EAST ELEVATION HAS BEEN REPLACED BY 
PLAIN GLASS. A DECORATED CROSS AT THE WEST APEX OF THE PEDIMENT IS GONE. 
FORTUNATELY, THE ORIGINAL RENDERINGS OF THESE SURVIVED AND THESE CAN BE 
RECREATED. DECORATIVE, CAST IRON GRILLES COVER THE MAIN ENTRANCE AND THE
REAR, EAST WlNDOW.

I. ORIGINAL CONDITION; ORIGINALLY ON THE SITE OF THIS MAUSOLEUM WAS A SMALL 
GOTHIC BRICK CHAPEL, BEGUN IN 1857* WHICH BURNED DOWN BY 1903. ALL SIDES 
OF THE CEMETERY WERE ENCLOSED BY A BRICK WALL AS DESCRIBED ABOVE. OTHER­ 
WISE, THE CEMETERY IS UNALTERED FROM ITS ORIGINAL MID 19"TH CENTURY FORM.

THE CITY OF INDUSTRY, WHICH NOW OWNS THE PROPERTY, INTENDS TO CAREFULLY RE­ 
STORE THE CEMETERY FEATURES, THE MAUSOLEUM AND RELATED LANDSCAPING AS ACCU­ 
RATELY AS POSSIBLE TO ITS EARLIEST ORIGINS FOR A PUBLIC CULTURAL FACILITY AND 
CONTINUING PRIVATE CEMETERY.
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