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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The site of Fort Bonneville is on a sagebrush covered plateau near the 
right bank of the Green River. Bordering the site are groves of cotton- 
wood trees, willows and other native vegetation. Nothing remains above 
the ground at the Fort Bonneville site relative to a physical structure. 
"A large boulder monument marks the site with the inscription "Site of 
Fort Bonneville, 1832 - 1915." The latter date refers to the year the 
monument was erected by the Daughters of the American Revolution. A 
large depression near the marker is reportedly a place where a cache 
of goods was made during the Bonneville expedition's occupation.

Little is known of the exact dimensions and character of Fort Bonneville. 
Fragmentary descriptions indicate that it had a stockade built of 12 inch 
unhewn cottonwood logs placed upright in the ground close together. The 
stockade was approximately fifteen feet high and one hundred feet square. 
Blockhouses were set on two diagonally opposite corners. Archaeological 
investigation should reveal the general outline and construction of the 
fort.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) \ ,

Following in the tracks of the fur traders JSapjiairu Benjamin Bpnneyille, 
7th U. S. Infantry, headed West with an expedition in Mayof 1832. 
Taking an extended leave of absence from the Army, Bonneville was 
interested in establishing new enterprises in the fur business. An 
additional and unofficial purpose of his expedition was to explore the 
region of the Rocky Mountains and report to the government about the 
natural features of the region as well as the conditions of the fur 
trade and the character and customs of the native Indian tribes. 
Backing for thiTventure was obtained through eastern financiers.

Leaving from Fort Osage on the Missouri, the party .consisted of 110 men, 
about 20 wagons and an assortment of mules, horses and cattle. The 
wagons, Toaded with supplies and trade goods, represented a relatively 
new mode of transportation for engaging in the fur bus,ine,ss. The use of 
wagons meant that everything did not have to be unloaded at every camp 
as was the case with pack trains. However, the taking of wagons into 
an unchartered wilderness presented its own unique set of problems and 
made Bonneville's venture a courageous undertaking.

By August of 1832 Captain Bonneville's band had reached the Green River, 
or MSisk ke dee" as it was then called by the trappers. In arriving 
at the Green River the Bonneville party had traversed South Pass and 
had achieved the distinction of being the first to take wheeled vehicles 
across the continental divide of the Rocky Mountains. Bonneville 
became apprehensive about the presence of hostile Blackfeet Indians 
in the vicinity and directed his men to construct a fortified winter 
camp on the right bank of the Green River. Designed primarily for 
protection the stockaded structure was completed August 9, 1832. In 
all probability Bonneville intended to also operate this "fort" as a 
"fin: trading center in the heart of the mountain trapping grounds. 
Nature intervened when the early and heavy fall snows caused Bonneville 
to change his mind and abandon the site, apparently believing the 
location to be a poor one. Before leaving the site the expedition 
abandoned their wagons. All evidence indicates that the wagons were 
dismantled and buried with the trade goods to prevent their theft or 
destruction.

The Bonneville party moved south and west from the Green River during 
the remainder of 1832 exploring many areas of what is now Wyoming.



Irving, Washington, The Adventures of Captain Bonneville, U. S. A. edited
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8. Statement of Significance - page - 2

They spent the winter along the banks of the Salmon River in Idaho. During 
the next three years members of the expedition attended the rendezvous and 
scattered to trap and explore the wilderness. One group under the leader­ 
ship of "mountain man" Joe Walker roamed as far as the Pacific Coast.

Captain Bonneville and most of his men returned east in 1835. Through 
Washington Irving's classic work The Adventures of Captain Bonneville, 
based upon Bonneville's accounts, the expedition's feats became widely 
publicized in later years. Through his maps and reports Bonneville 
personally made a significant contribution to the knowledge then available 
about the Rocky Mountain frontier.

The considerable amount of labor expended in constructing Fort Bonneville, 
followed by its almost immediate abandonment, led many to refer to it as 
"Fort Nonsense" or "Bonneville 1 s Folly," Though Bonneville's post was 
of little lasting significance it was the first of its kind in the region 
and heralded the coming of the fixed trading post concept in the fur trade. 
Today, the site of Fort Bonneville is both a tangible and symbolic reminder 
of one of the most interesting undertakings in Western America's development


