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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Whitaker - Clary House, c. I8l6, is one of the most impressive houses i n the • 
village of North New Salem. Situated on a slight knoll, i t is set well back from 
the street. 

The front entrance has a door divided longitudinally that originally had glass panels. 
Although these have been replaced by wooden panels, the original panels are s t i l l 
stored i n the house. This door possibly replaces an earlier one. The doorway, « 
with i t s fluted pilasters and fan l i g h t , faces the street. The steps are of finished 
granite. The side door is also distinquished by a fan l i g h t , and finished granite 
steps lead up to i t . The house i s five bays wide, covered with white painted clap­
boards on a l l sides. I t is topped by a slate covered ridge roof, with comice and 
dentils typical of this type of architecture. There are two brick chimneys, each 
set i n from the gable ends of the house, to accontaocfate three and four fireplaces 
respectively. The foundation of the house is made of finished granite slabs. The 
frame is a l l of hand hewn timbers, eight by eight inches in cross section, i n excellent 
condition. The heavy bracing is mortised and tenoned into the main frame. The 
exterior of the main building remains in i t s original configuration, except for the 
twelve over twelve windows which were changed to two over two. ^ . 

The three bay e l l , originally a single story high, was later raised to two stories. 
I t has the same ridge roof and white clapboarding of the main house. The windows 
of the second story are six over six. On the f i r s t floor,the center of one side i s 
dominated by a double arched opening into an enclosed porch. -

% •£ 
T-he unattached bam has the same type of frame construction as the house and i s 
believed to have been b u i l t at the same time. The ro l l i n g door is topped by a ten 
lig h t transom. _ , ..i,.-

The interior of the house has had no major alterations. I t has the conventional 
floor plan of central ha l l with eight rooms. A l l of the four-panel doors facing 
the hallway have hand-graining to simulate mahogany. Graining with sharply 
delineated design also appears on the baseboards. The original marbleized finish 
remains on the floors of both the lower and upper hallways. The front stairway has 
the unusual feature of a stencilled stair carpet, with the same design repeated as 
a border around the parlor floor. A stencilled frieze on the walls of the lower 
and upper halls i s the original. One bedroom also has i t s original stencilled 
frieze. A l l the rooms have chair r a i l s . The parlor has i t s original wallpaper, 
imported from France. • 

The four fireplaces of the front rooms have intricately carved mantels,no two of 
which are duplicates. Each has a distincitve feature: subursts on one, a delicate 
swag on another, columns topped by ums on a t h i r d , and a combination of details on 
the last. The other three fireplaces are b u i l t along plainer lines as befits their 
u t i l i t a r i a n purposes. The kitchen fireplace includes a brick oven and has a granite 
hearthstone approximately eight feet long. . . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The significance of the Whitaker-Clary House is primarily architectural, although 
the architect is uj?(known, as are the craftsmen who actually b u i l t the house. 
I t has retained a2:most a l l of i t s original details, thus remaining an outstanding 
example of Federal architecture i n the local area A particularly noteworthy feature •- ̂  
is the divided door of the front entrance, with i t s fan l i g h t and fluted pilasters, 
and the design of the dentils and comice. 

Of major significance are the details of the finish of the interior that are in their 
original form and condition. These include the intricately and delicately carved 
mantels in the four front rooms, the fireboards, the fine scroll pattem along the 
front stairway, and the stair treads and risers stencilled to resemble stair carpet. 
Nina Fletcher Little, author of the book American Decorative Wall Painting, stated 
that she had never before heard of stencilling used in the manner of this "stair 
carpet;" A narrow back stairway leading from the kitchen to the bedchambers was 
probably used to reduce the vjear and tear on this stair carpet design. / 

The five fireboards, used to block off the fireplaces when not i n use, are hand 
painted and grained i n the manner of Moses Eaton, who was an itinerant painter of the 
Connecticut River Valley area at that time. I t i s believed that he might have - i ; 
painted these fireboards. Each fireboard was individually f i t t e d to the fireplace 
for which i t was intended. Another feature of the fireplaces, uncommon in the New 
Salem area, are the false doors on one side of each of the three fireplaces to balance 
the closet doors on the other side, thus creating a Federal style symmetry. 

An iinusual feature of this building is the care used i n i t s planning i n order to 
provide large closet areas which is not a normal condition i n houses b u i l t i n this 
period. The rooms are a l l large and attractive, with high ceilings amd ample l i g h t , 
providing excellent spaces i n which the exquisite details are highlighted. In many 
of the above details, the I'Jhitaker-Clary House provides the singular example of such 
fine work in the New Salem area. 
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Name Location 

lJsd>si, John, Housa 

BroctkSf Char las f House 

Now Salesa 
Franklin County 

Also N o t i f i e d 
Hon, Edv/ard M. Koimedy 
lion, jkiuard W, Brooke 
ifem, 'forbart H, MacDonald 
Boa. S i lv io 0. Ccttito 
Regional Director, Korth Atlant ic 

Region 

PR MMott/row 6/19/75 

Stato l i i s tor ia Freraenratlcm Off icer 
l i ra , i-;lis»both R. Asaaam> 
fijteffiitivo Director 
Mii9!sacbui06!fcts Hioto.rical Cofxrdsgioa 
•SO Eoaccn Btxaet 





^vNR Data 
-5 

heet 
NAME AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: Whitaker - Clary House 

DATE, 3/19^ / - ^ f -
Reviewer INITIALS: 4i,/_jr»-at 

NR ^DOEjune 18, 1975 

OTHER KUt-ES: 

L O C A T I O N : 

j y STRECT* NUMBER E l U l S 

New Salem 

Massachusetts 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT ^ 

"TV Franklin<=°''^ O i l 

O W N ' E R O F P R O P E R T Y : (C i rc l e ) ^ % R I V A T E J ^ T A T E LOCAL G O V ' T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) FEDERALlAGENCY NAME) 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE)( N.ATLANTIC \ MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

SOOTffi-JEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VffiST PACIFIC KORTHIVEST 

F E A T U R E S : ;RIOR OR ENVIROWS 
s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 2 . - ^ S S s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 3 

unknov«n.-5 iinknown -6 
not app l icab le - 8 _ Net a p p l j cai;le-9 

rSubs t an t i a l l y i n t a c t - 1 
un)cnown - 4 

_ not applicable - 7 

..Interior, exterior, environs ng^ intact-0 

f N T _DETEH10RATE0 t O f j A L T E R E D 

_ R U I N S ALTERED 

_FAiR _UNEXP0SED -Reconstructed 
—t'nexcavate'' _Excavated 

CONDITION- -EXJM!l*NT 
latfDOO 

—ORIGINAL SITE 

—MOVED 

—Unknown 

ACCESS- ^ Yes-restricted-

historic district 

Yes-unrestricted No access 

YES (m^ 

YES WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME: . 

Un3cnown 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES 

ADAPTIVE USE; ^ Saved ? YES HO 

F U N C T I O N ( S ) : (use "Ocabulary words) 

••nt-^^'C' y' then-

n 

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

_ARCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGX-HISTORIC 

—AGWSf j tTUHE 

SCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— L A w / G o v ' t / p o l i t i C S —SCIENCE 

—UTERATURE 

—MIUTARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

—SOOAL/HUMANITARIAN 

entertainment 
— h e a l t h 

recreation 
settlement 
soclo/cultural 
urban & commun 

planning 

f i r s t - YES NO '* o l d e s t - ' YES NO only'-' YES NO 


