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The Whitaker - Clary House, c. 1816, is one of the nost inpressive houses in the e
vLIIage of North New Salem Situated on a slight knoll, i tis set well back from
the street.

The front entrance has a door divided |ongitudinallythat originally hadglass panels.
Al though these have been repl aced by wooden panels, t he original panels are still
stored in the house. This door possibly replaces an earlier one.  The doorway, «
with itsfluted pilasters andfan |ight, faces thestreet. The steps areof finished
granite. The side door is also distinquished by a fan |ight, andfinished granite
steps lead uptoit. The house is five bays wi de, covered with white painted clap-
boards onal |l sides. |t is topped by a slate covered ridge roof, with com ce and
dentils typical of this type of architecture. There aretwobrick chinneys, each

set infromthe gable ends of the house, t oaccontaocfate three and four fireplaces
respectively. The foundation of the house i s nade of finished granite slabs. The
franme is al | of hand hewn tinbers, eight by eight inches in cross section, in excellent
condition. The heavy bracing is nortised andtenoned into the nmain frane. The
exterior of the main building remains initsoriginal configuration, except for the
twel ve over twelve w ndows which were changed t otwo over two. A

The three bayell, originally asingle story high, was | ater raised totwo stories.
It has t hesane ridge roof andwhite clapboarding of the main house. The w ndows
of the second story aresix over six. Qnthe first floor,the center of onesidei s
dom nated by a doubl e arched opening into an enclosed porch. -

% of
T-he unattached bam has t he sane type of frame construction as the house and i s
believed t ohave been built at thesame time. Therolling door is topped by a ten
light transom _ , B

The interior of the house has had no mgjor alterations. |t hastheconventional
floor plan of central hall with eight rooms. All of the four-panel doors facing
the hallway have hand-graining t osinulate mahogany. Graining with sharply
delineated design also appears onthe baseboards. The original marbleized finish
remains onthe floors of both the | ower andupper hallways. The front stairway has
the unusual feature of a stencilledstair carpet, with the sane design repeated as
a border around the parlor floor. Astencilledfrieze onthe walls of the |ower
and upper halls is theoriginal. Qne bedroomalso hasitsoriginalstencilled
frieze. All the roons have chair rails. Theparlor hasitsoriginal wallpaper,

i nported from France. .

The four fireplaces of the front roons have intricately carved nantels,no two of
whi ch areduplicates. Each has adistincitvefeature: subursts onone, a delicate
swag on anot her, columns topped by ums on athird, anda conbination of details on
the last. The other three fireplaces arebuilt along plainer lines as befitstheir
utilitarian purposes. Thekitchen fireplace includes a brick oven and has a granite
hearthstone approximately eight feet |ong.
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The significance of the Witaker-Clary House i s primarily architectural, although

the architect i s uy?2(known, as aret hecraftsmen who actually built the house.

It has retained aZnost al | of itsoriginal details, thus remaining an outstanding
exanpl e of Federal architecture in the local area Aparticularly noteworthy feature « #
is the divided door of the front entrance, with itsfan light and flutedpilasters,

and the design of the dentils and com ce.

O major significance arethedetails of thefinish of theinterior that areil
original formandcondition. These include theintricately anddelicately c
mantels inthefour front roons, thefireboards, thefine scroll pattemal on
front stairway, andthestair treads andrisers stencilled toresenble stair
Nina Fletcher Little, author of thebook Anmerican Decorative Wall Painting,
t hat she hadnever before heard of stencilling used inthemanner of this "ste
carpet;" Anarrow back stairway |l eading fromthe kitchen tothebedchanbers
probably used toreduce thevjear andtear onthis stair carpet design.

The five fireboards, used t oblock off the fireplaces when not in use, are hand
painted and grained in the nmanner of Mbses Eaton, who was anitinerant painter of the
Connecticut River Valley area at that time. [|tis believed that he might have - i ;
painted these fireboards. Each fireboard wes individuallyfitted tothe fireplace

for which i t was intended. Another feature of the fireplaces, uncormon i n the New
Salemarea, aret he false doors on one side of each of the three fireplaces t obal ance
the closet doors onthe other side, thus creating a Federal style synmetry.

An iinusual feature of this building is thecare used initsplanning in orderto
provide large closet areas which i s not a normal condition in houses built in this
period. The roons areal | large and attractive, with high ceilings and anple |ight,
providing excellent spaces in which the exquisite details arehighlighted. 1 n nany
of the above details, the I'Jhitaker-Cary House provides t he singular exanple of such
fine work inthe New Sal em area.
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