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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bangor Standpipe is really two structures in one. The stand-
pipe itself, consists of steel plates riveted one outside the other and
is 75' in diameter and 50' high. The building which encloses it is 80'
in diameter and 110' high. The entire structure has a stone foundation
9' high and 3%' thick at the base. The sill which sits atop the founda-
tion is made of bent pine planks and is 14" thick. Along the inner wall
of the exterior facade is a winding stairway which leads to a grand pro-
menade deck, a feature that entirely circles the building. The deck is
12' wide and 280' in circumfrence. The deck itself, the ceiling, and the
circular wall which separates the promenade from the center of the stand-
pipe tank were all constructed of pine; while the entire framework of
the outer structure consists of pine posts and spruce studding. The inner
wall of the outer structure was treated with oil to protect it from mois-
ture and condensation produced by the tank.

From the promenade deck a series of stairways lead to the roof. The
roof is surrounded by a railing with 192 four foot bannisters; inside this
railing is a smaller deck, 76' in diameter. The roof of the standpipe is
covered with galvanized iron. The capacity of the tank as built was
1,654,000 gallons.

To erect the wooden part of the structure took 42,000 feet of hard

pine and 220,000 cedar shingles. The shingles were furnished by Charles
Wood & Company, a Bangor firm; while the pine posts used in the build-
ing were supplied by another Bangor firm, Morse apd Company. It is an

interesting comment upon the state of the lumber industry in a city that
once boasted with some justification of being the "Lumber Capital of the
World that by 1898 the city went to a Portland firm to obtain its pine
planking.

The architecture of the exterior structure is obviously in the shingle
style, as denoted by the nature of the materials used and the small hooded
windows which trace the rise of the winding staircase to the first pro-
menade deck. Originally the exterior of the structure was painted dark
gray with the pillars around the promenade deck and the lattice work above
done in white. Today the entire structure is painted white.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bangor Standpipe was constructed in 1898 by Major James M. QRV;:
a well known Maine contractor who had his headquarters in Bangor. Davis
erected the bujlding according to plans and specifications provided by
Ashley B. Toz&% of Tower and Wallace, New York and Holyoke, Massachusetts
architects and millwrights. For the construction phase of the project,
Davis employed upwards of twenty-two men and erected a portable saw mill
and blacksmith shop on the site. The entire project took about six month%
to complete.

Beyond its primary function, the standpipe was designed to be an ob-
servatory from which to view the entire city of Bangor; which spread out
below Thomas Hi1l, the highest point in the city and the location of the
standpipe. A contemporary account described the view as follows:

"The view...can give Bangoreans nothing but a
feeling of pride at the beauty of our city, every
part of which is in plain sight. It invariably strikes
the visitor how the city is set down in a basin with
mountains and hills on every side."

The use of the shingle style for the exterior of this structure made
it an oddity even at the time of its construction. The same contemporary
account made the following statement: .

"Maine has some odd shaped buildings scattered around
in different towns and cities...but perhaps the oddest
shaped of all is the circular structure built to enclose
the Bangor standpipe."

The Bangor Standpipe meets the criteria for the National Register
because it is unique, but its true significance goes beyond that fact.
The Bangor Standpipe was built to be a landmark in its own time; domina-
ting as it does the skyline of the city. It is also an outstanding ex-
ample of a time when people believed that even so simply functional a
structure as a standpipe should be aestheticly pleasing as well.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
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National

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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