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NATI ONAL REG STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (i f applicabl e)

The Francis L. Gardner House, 1129 Gardner's Neck Road, possesses integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship and feeling. |t meets criterion Ainits association
with community devel opment from market gardens to suburbia, and Criterion C as a well-preserved
architect-designed Col onial Revival house in early 20th-century Svansea. The house i s
significant on the local level.

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

This substantial, though not elaborate. Colonial Revival house built in 1903 was designed by

a promnent Fall River architect, Edward |. Marvell. The characteristic features of this 2-1/2-
story, 3-bay Colonial Revival are its hipped roof with full-width, one-story porch, square plan,
two brick chimmeys with Tudor Revival design, paned w ndows in the hi pped dorners,

2-story side bay window, and decorative tracery above sone of the one-over-one light w ndows.

The interior has the original oak panelling; oak staircasewith carved newel post; oak

fireplace with Italian marble tiles. There are leaded glass panels by and over the front
door. . ;

The exterior of the house is unchanged except for the removal of the railing on the

upper deck of the house. |t has been carefully maintained by itspresent owner and stands
as an excellent exanple of Colonial Revival architecture.

H STDRI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE Explain the role cwners played in |ocal or state history and how the
building relates to the devel opment of the comunity.

This house was built on the site of a large old farmhouse, the hone of Leland Gardner, a
descendant of the original purchaser of Gardner's Neck. Leland Gardner conducted extensive
mar ket gardening on the large farm The greenhouses used for the propagation of the plants
contain fifty thousand square feet of glass. The produce was mainly celery, tomatoes, and
cucunbers. Mich of i twas shipped each evening on the fanous Fall River Line boats to Nw
York City where i twas served in the best hotels. M. Gardner's sons Francis and Chester,
continued this thriving business until about 1925 after which much of the property was sold for
hone sites. The greenhouses have been denolished.

Francis L. Gardner, son of Leland Gardner, had this house designed and built in 1903. ltis
typical of the more substantial type of devel opment that was being built in the affluent areas
in Smansea. The town was evolving froman agricultural to suburban town. F.L Gardner

was a town selectman for many years.

Mar ket gardening occurred in scatteredlocationsin Saansea during the first decade of

the 20th century. In addition to F L Gardner & Co., other market gardeners were established
at Hortonville and Touisset. The Gardner family business appears to have been the only
one of its kind operating on the Neck at a time when " . area suburban devel opnent was

flourishing.
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