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SI GNI FI CANCE

Despite extensive alterations, theSanuel Foster house clearly retains
integrity of location, materials andworkmanship i nits transitional
First Period frame, (most now hidden beneath later material,) makingi t
eligible under criterion C | f thelater boxing i sremoved, thehousei s
very likely toyield informationimportant t oour understanding of late
First Period constructionunder criterion D Itsoriginal one-cell 2
1/2 story integral lean-to form i sunusual for Massachusetts, makingi t
further eligible under Criterion Candworthy of further study under
Criterion D

EXTERI CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Sanuel Foster house | sa 2 1/2 story clapboarded central chimey
structure with anasymmetrical six bay facade. The original main
facade, which nowfaces into overgrown woods, has a simple one story
flat-roofed pre-1920 enclosed entrance porch onthethird bayfromthe
left. A 1/2-story integral lean-to extends along theleft rear,
including thechimey bayextending one bay beyond theside of the
house. A long 1 story probably 19th-century shed projects from its left
end. As al lvisible First Period framng appears only i ntheleft three
bays (including thechimey bay) of t hehouse, t hesane portion which
includes theintegral lean-to, i ti sprobable that t hehouse began as a
one cell 2 1/2 story structure with integral lean-to which was enlarged
twice totheright of thechimey during t he Second Period.

MAJCR FI RST PERI D FEATURES

The house has undergone many alterations andadditions, includingthe
partial removal andapparently subsequent replacement of its central
chimey t oaccommmodate stove flues. However, exposed fram ng nenbers
visible i nclosets andupstairs roonms indicate that thebuilding retains
nmost of i tstransitional First Period frame intact under later finish,.

The southwest (left) front 1st floor room hasnovisible First Period
finish; the 16" wide longitudinal sumrer beam i sboxed. The southwest
corner of theroom has been closed off into a closet with a wi ndow
inside. I nthis closet, theexposed quirk-beaded sunmer beam of t he
larger room i svisible extending out of it sboxthrough thecloset wall
to form thenorth cornice of thecloset. Theendandfront girts and
the corner post arealso exposed andaquirk-beaded, a transitonal First
Period decoration. The |l ean-to has been completely redone at |east
twice i nthe20th century; it sexposed ceiling beans are unfinished.
(As lean-to's were rarely finished with as much care as t hemain roons,
it 1 simpossible totell bystylistic evidence alone i f thelean-towas
integral..)

Staple t olnventory form at bottom
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The second floor left chanber has an exposed andquirk-beaded transverse
summer beam front plate, andendtiebeam Apartition wall under the
summer tie beamdivides theroomi ntw. Mol dings api)]ljed t oplateand
tie formpart of a cornice around t heendroom The chimey girt has a
beaded box with applied nmoldings. Thenorth part of t heroom has been
partitioned tocreate a closet andpart of a hallway |eading behindthe
chi rmeg stack. I nthehall, thechimey post i sexposedand
quirk-beaded. The chimmey girt resting onthis post i sexposed and has
one quirk-beaded edge, facing out, andoneunfinished edge, facing into
the chimey bay. This treatnment | sthesane as that at t heJohn Bickford
house i nNorth Reading andi stypical for late First Period chimey

girts.

The principal rafter/common pu

( ~purlin roof clear
| ean-to on theleft side, visible

_ C l'y incorporates an integral
I nboth thea

ttic andlean-to garrett.

LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

The right front room has visible only Second Period boxed framng
menbers. There i sevidence that theroomwas extended t oits present
three-bay size possibly at thesane time that t hepresent boxes were
installed, as theboxed |ongitudinal sunmer beam extends fromt he

chi rme?/ toa transverse beam nh t heother side of this beam but not
directly opposite thesumer, a second |ongitudinal sumrer beam extends
to theendgirt. Therear girt visibly sags at t herear post supporting
the transverse beam Thetenant says that restorationrevealed an
earlier door i nplace of the w ndow presently i nthecenter of thewall

bet ween t hepost andthefireplace wall.

H STOR CAL | NFCRVATI ON

Samuel Foster was a farmer who noved t o Reading from L?'/]nn i n1709. By
his death i n1762he hadestablished a sawmi |l which heran in
partnership with his grandson Abraham

REFERENCES
Bi shop, Reading's Colonial Rooftrees.

BAONDAaS DESCR PTI ON

Located ner t hesoutheast corner of theproperty, thesetting of the
Samuel Foster House has been altered with t hedevelopment of thegolf club,
A line of convenience around t heho”se isolates it from theclubhouse on

the north and t hetennis courts on t he south.

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa
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