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Use: Present 
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DESCRIPTION 

Date r i^in 

Source pj-v,̂ ,̂  rip.r;Ĵ -̂ r,'c •Po-,g---ĉpcr 

style F i r s t Period. 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric claDboard 

Outbuildings none, (belongs to golf club-club 

house across driveway, tennis ccurts) 

Major Alterations {with dates) lean-to, igth? 

shed, 19-b or ear lv 20th c. 

Condition aood 

Moved no Date 

Acreace Dart of 60 acre narcel 

development -to the southeast 

UTM REFE.RENC: 10 / 32"-350 / 4711-9^-

USGS CUADRANSLE 

SCALE 1:25.000 

17-i 1 Tn-j -ngt on 

Recorded by Anne Brophy 

Orcanization Boston Universi ty 

Date Deceniber 1955 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

Despite extensive a l t e r a t i o n s , the Samuel Foster house c l e a r l y r e t a i n s 
i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s and workmanship i n i t s t r a n s i t i o n a l 
F i r s t Period frame, (most now hidden beneath l a t e r m a t e r i a l , ) making i t 
e l i g i b l e under c r i t e r i o n C. I f the l a t e r boxing i s removed, the house i s 
very l i k e l y t o y i e l d i n f o r m a t i o n important t o our understanding of l a t e 
F i r s t Period c o n s t r u c t i o n under c r i t e r i o n D. I t s o r i g i n a l o n e - c e l l 2 
1/2 s t o r y i n t e g r a l lean-to form i s unusual f o r Massachusetts, making i t 
f u r t h e r e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n C and worthy of f u r t h e r study under 
C r i t e r i o n D. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Samuel Foster house i s a 2 1/2 s t o r y clapboarded c e n t r a l chimney 
s t r u c t u r e w i t h an asymmetrical s i x bay facade. The o r i g i n a l main 
facade, which now faces i n t o overgrown woods, has a simple one s t o r y 
f l a t - r o o f e d pre-1920 enclosed entrance porch on the t h i r d bay from the 
l e f t . A 1/2-story i n t e g r a l lean-to extends along the l e f t r e a r , 
i n c l u d i n g the chimney bay extending one bay beyond the side of the 
house. A long 1 s t o r y probably 19th-century shed p r o j e c t s from i t s l e f t 
end. As a l l v i s i b l e F i r s t Period framing appears only i n the l e f t three 
bays ( i n c l u d i n g the chimney bay) of the house, the same p o r t i o n which 
includes the i n t e g r a l l e a n - t o , i t i s probable t h a t the house began as a 
one c e l l 2 1/2 s t o r y s t r u c t u r e w i t h i n t e g r a l lean-to which was enlarged 
twice to the r i g h t of the chimney during the Second Period. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The house has undergone many a l t e r a t i o n s and a d d i t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g the 
p a r t i a l removal and apparently subsequent replacement of i t s c e n t r a l 
chimney t o accommodate stove f l u e s . However, exposed framing members 
v i s i b l e i n c l o s e t s and u p s t a i r s rooms i n d i c a t e t h a t the b u i l d i n g r e t a i n s 
most of i t s t r a n s i t i o n a l F i r s t Period frame i n t a c t under l a t e r f i n i s h . 

The southwest ( l e f t ) f r o n t 1st f l o o r room has no v i s i b l e F i r s t Period 
f i n i s h ; the 16" wide l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam i s boxed. The southwest 
corner of the room has been closed o f f i n t o a c l o s e t w i t h a window 
i n s i d e . I n t h i s c l o s e t , the exposed quirk-beaded summer beam of the 
lar g e r room i s v i s i b l e extending out of i t s box through the c l o s e t w a l l 
to form the n o r t h cornice of the c l o s e t . The end and f r o n t g i r t s and 
the corner post are a l s o exposed and quirk-beaded, a t r a n s i t o n a l F i r s t 
Period decoration. The lean-to has been completely redone at l e a s t 
twice i n the 20th century; i t s exposed c e i l i n g beams are u n f i n i s h e d . 
(As lean-to's were r a r e l y f i n i s h e d w i t h as much care as the main rooms, 
i t i s impossible to t e l l by s t y l i s t i c evidence alone i f the lean-to was 
integral..) 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at bottom 
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The second f l o o r l e f t chamber has an exposed and quirk-beaded transverse 
summer beam, f r o n t plate, and end t i e beam. A p a r t i t i o n wall under the 
summer t i e beam divides the room i n two. Moldings applied to plate and 
t i e form part of a cornice around the end room. The chimney g i r t has a 
beaded box with applied moldings. The north part of the room has been 
p a r t i t i o n e d to create a closet and part of a hallway leading behind the 
chimney stack. I n the h a l l , the chimney post i s exposed and 
quirk-beaded. The chimney g i r t r esting on t h i s post i s exposed and has 
one quirk-beaded edge, facing out, and one unfinished edge, facing into 
the chimney bay. This treatment i s the same as that at the John Bickford 
house i n North Reading and i s t y p i c a l for late F i r s t Period chimney 
g i r t s . 

The p r i n c i p a l rafter/common p u r l i n roof c l e a r l y incorporates an integral 
lean-to on the l e f t side, v i s i b l e i n both the a t t i c and lean-to ga r r e t t . 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The r i g h t f r o n t room has v i s i b l e only Second Period boxed framing 
members. There i s evidence that the room was extended to i t s present 
three-bay size possibly at the same time that the present boxes were 
i n s t a l l e d , as the boxed longitudinal summer beam extends from the 
chimney to a transverse beam. On the other side of t h i s beam, but not 
d i r e c t l y opposite the summer, a second longitudinal summer beam extends 
to the end g i r t . The rear g i r t v i s i b l y sags at the rear post supporting 
the transverse beam. The tenant says that r e s t o r a t i o n revealed an 
e a r l i e r door i n place of the window presently i n the center of the wall 
between the post and the fireplace w a l l . 

i 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

Samuel Foster was a farmer who moved to Reading from Lynn i n 1709. By 
his death i n 1762 he had established a saw m i l l which he ran i n 
partnership w i t h his grandson Abraham. 

REFERENCES 

Bishop, Reading's Colonial Rooftrees. 

BOUNDAaS DESCRIPTION 

Located ner the so u t h e a s t corner of the p r o p e r t y , the s e t t i n g of the 
Samuel F o s t e r House has been a l t e r e d w i t h the development of the g o l f club, 
A l i n e of convenience around the ho^se i s o l a t e s i t from the clubhouse on 
the n o r t h and the t e n n i s c o u r t s on the sou t h . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa 
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NRIS Reference Number: 90000178 Date Listed: 03/09/90 

Foster. Samuel. House Middlesex MA 
Property Naune County State 

First Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
Multiple name 

This property i s listed in the National Register of Historic Places 
in accordance with the attached nomination documentation subject 
to the following exceptions, exclusions, or eunendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included 
in the nomination documentation. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ' i ^ / > - ^ ^ " 03/09/90 

(̂ y"'̂  Slgnati^per' of the Kee^r Date of Action 

Amended Items in Nomination: 

Geographical Data: Acreage 

The correct acreage i s <1. 

This information has been confirmed with Ann Ta i t , MASHPO, by 
telephone. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property f i l e 
Nominating Authority (without attachment) 
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