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2. Location

street & number East River Road. Smith Road and North Chester Road N/A not for publication
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state  Massachusetts code MA countv  l-iampden code 015 Zip code 01011

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Actof 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this “nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
tefmeets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

nationally < statewide ¢ locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Sigftature of certifying official/Tite Jurtiith BMAc®onough, Executive Director
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X_ private _ building(s)
X_ public-local x_ district
__ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal __ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/hotel
Dmestic/single dwelling

Industry/manufacturing facility
Transportation/road-related
Agriculture/storage/field/animal facility
Education/school

Religion/religious facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Colonial/Georgian
Mid-19th/Greek Revival/Gothic Revival
20th C. Revival/Colonial Revival

Narrative Description

Chester (Hampden Countv), Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing
9

16

Number of contributing resources
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/single dwelling
Agriculture/storage/field/animai
Transportation/road related

Religion/religious facility

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation

walls

roof

other

stone

wood

asphalt

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Noncontributing

building
sites

structures

objects

Total
previously listed
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7. DESCRIPTION

The North Chegster Historic District is comprised of a samal 19th century village in the town of
Cheder, Massachusetts in Hampden County. The digtrict is in avalley through which the Middle
Branch of the Westfield River runs. This branch of the Westfield River passes through the district in
a northwes-southeast direction; district buildings, stesand dructures are located on both of its banks
Didtrict properties are located on the valley floodplain & each Sde of the river, with the exception of
the cemetery, which is located on the uplands between Smith and Bemis Hills on the eest 9de of the
digtrict. On the west, the land dopesrather steeply up Holcomb Hill.

On both esdt and west, the hillsides are second-growth woodland covered with upland deciduous trees
auch as Sugar and Red Maples; Yellow, Gray, and Pgpa Birches, and Northem Red, White, Pin, and
Black Osks among others. Upland evergreen and coniferous trees such as White Pine, White Spruce,
and Red Fine are to be found among deciduous shrubs such as Shadblow Serviceberry, Roundlesf
Dogwood, and Red Chokeberry. The floodplain fields are found mainly on the west sde of theriver,
and it is here that the fields are located, cultivated for hay or used as pastures for horses and sheep.
From the done wallsthat remain, it is evident that more of the land on the lower dopes of the hills
wes cleared in the ped than isnow.

The major villagethoroughfare is Eagt River Road, a paved road running in a generdly parald
fashion to the river on itswest sde. On the north, the district 2ops a the north property lines of the
former Howe house and factory dte. The district ends on the south with the core buildings of North
Cheger Center: the Chapd and the Elcopo Ledges farmhouse.  Eadt and west boundaries mostly
follow the rear lot lines of properties dongsde Eagt River Road and adong the eest bank of the river
itself The district is composad of residentia buildingsand outbuildings, severd potentia historic
industrial archaeologica dtes, a buria ground, a chapd, former school, gonewalls, and a 19th
century iron truss bridge, all relatively widely spaced ina distinctly rural valley setting. There are
three primary buildings that do not contribute to the district due to their contemporary date of
congtruction. However, two of the three are not inconsgent in materials, workmanship and feeling
with the district as awhole. Properties inthe district are in good condition, and construction snce
1909-1910 is =0 limited that the district hes retained its 19th century hilltown village gppesrance

A descriptive narrative of the district's resourcesfollows.

Structures

The mogt visually prominent sructure in the digtrict is the North Chester bridge & the village center
crossing the Westfield River & Smith Road (MHC #B 44) (Photo No. 5). Aniron bridge, it was

designed by Richard Hawkinsof Springfield and congructed in 1887 using the Howe truss system.
Iron beams gpan the river for gpproximatdy thirty feet and support iron railingsthat are divided into

(continued)
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five crossbraced sections on eech dde. There is an open-grid bridge flooring, which permits aview
to the river about thirty feet below. The bridge is secured on each bank by random, drylaid, granite-
block abutments, which extend between ten and twenty feet in ether direction dong the bank.

Stonework of the abutments is matched in its high quality by the sonework of two wallson Chester
Hill Road (no inventory form but part of MHC #B 35) built by Amos Cone between 1876 and 1904
usng sone from the ledges west of the Cone house (Photo no. 1). Approximately three hundred feet
long, two and a half feet wide, and three feet high, the drylaidfieldstonewallsrise up a dope to ledge
on the west separating a farmhouse and yard from an open field on the south, and bordering North
Cheger Road on the north.

Stes

There are three factory and two dam dtes remaining from the 18th and 19th centuries in the district.
Approximately forty to fifty feet north of the North Chester Bridge on the west bank are the remains
of granite block dam abutments and granite sone foundations of the sawmill and cotton mill that were
active there from the 18th century through the 1880s (Photo No. 3). About a mile up the river isthe
dte of the Howe beddeed factory and a seoond dem dite active from the 1860s through the 1890s
Remains of athird factory thought to be about an eighth of a mile south of the bridge may remain.
This was the sacond cotton mill. A tannery is dso thought to have existed north of the bridge and
above the cotton mill buildingsand to have been active inthe 1860s leading to the possibility of a
fourth manufacturing ste.

Located on the eest Sde of the river on a south-running spur road of f Smith Road isthe North Chester
Cemeteary. Cemetary gones which number about 46 heeddones, date as early as 1803 and s late a5
1947 with the majority from the mid-19th century. Surrounded by awoodland, the cemetery is
bordered by alow gonewall. While the cemetery is generdly dear, there is alarge maple tree within
the circumference of thefieldstonewalls. Some gone repair work hes recently been done on veterans
dones There is one obelisk form, but the majority of the remaining dones are tablet in shgpe and are
mostly granite and limestone with afew of marble and date. Inscriptionsare representative of their
period in style and content.

Also located in the district, dong Eagt River Road and Smith Road are parcds of field and woodland.

Thee five parcds (Accessor's Map #s 402-4,5,6,27.01,28) ae listed collectively as one dte inthe
contributing resource total (see Didtrict Data Shest).

(continued)
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Buildings

Traditiona building formshad long livesin North Chester.  So much o, that bresking down thefew
buildings into stylistic desgnations can be mideading, as forms persgted with limited variation for
long periods of time. In addition, the buildingswere by and large very modest in omament <o that
with few exceptions there is little stylistic distinction among them. A 1 1/2-gory housewith knee-
high windowsand an end gable roof could be built in 1840 or in 1900 with little to distinguish the
two (Inv.# B31, B43 outsde the district). There hes bean loss of severd higher-style buildings as
well, with a lesst two Federd and one Gresk Reviva house known from photographs to have bean
more stylistically devdoped than the average

Federal Period (1776-1800)

A trangitional Georgian/Federd-period building isthe Cushman Tavern on the southwest comer of
River and North Cheser Roads (MHC # B32, ca.l773) (Photo No. 4). The dapboard building is two
dories in height benesth an end gable roof with atwo-story, end-gable ell on the south followed by a
1 1/2-gory shed-roof wing on the south, cregting a C-shgped plan. The north-facing central block of
the building is five bays widewith a center entrance whose surround is a Federd-syle entablature
with amulti-light transom, giving it the high proportions of the Federd period. A 2 1/2-gory, eed-
facing ell extends on the south of the main block. It isterminated by a shed-roof addition, which was
originaly ahorse dhed and weas later enclosed.  Seeh inthe house is the Georgian 12/8, and windows
have smple molded surrounds.  The windowsof the ssoond story are located dose to the eaves, a
locad Georgian feature. The eadt door surrounds are relatively Smple entablature surrounds.  The roof
dmcture hes been dtered from atypical 18th century L-shaped, hipped-roof smcture. At some point
after a 1905 photograph was taken, the roof wes dtered <0 that there isa fiilly exposad wing gable
end intermpting the north gable ridge. Thisis aframing anomay without counterpart dsewhere
There isone interior chimney on the main section. From the exterior, it gopearsthat the north-facing
section of the building was the first to be erected and that the south wing was added not only to gain
Soece, but dso to provide more aocess to the inn from Eadt River Road.

A simplified version of a common westem Massschusetts, late Federd houseform isfound a the
Little House on Eadt River Road (MHC # B31, ca 1830-1846) (Photo No. 4). Thisisa 1 1/2-dory
end- gabled house of very plain constmction. St on an esst doping Site, the house hes high
fieldstone foundations on the east and an entry reeched by a st of dairs to a porch landing. The
house isa modest four bays wide and one bay degp. Comparison with an early 1900s photograph
reveds that the windows were enlarged, probably during the dterations mede in 1972, and their wide
surrounds replaced with narrow ones; one of the two second-gory eyebrow windows hes been moved
and the centra chimney has been removed. The roof hes no eave retums. Prior to the changes the
building had the attenuated proportions of the Federd style, dthough the sscond-gory windowsare
fewer in number than usud and the exigence of an entry porch is unusud.

(continued)
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The North Chester Schoolhouse is a second good example of the persastence of a vemacular Federd-
style building form, duplicated throughout the southem hilltowns with few variations (MHC # B33,
ca.l850) (Photo No. 6). A single-story wood dapboard building is st on relatively high fieldstone
foundations beneath a front geble roof Originally the centrd entrance was flanked by two windows
for athree-bay facade, which hes now been dtered to two bays, with athree-bay depth and
rectangular plan. Narrow comerboards and shdlow eave retums frame the eevation, and there isa
smply enframed Federd-style entry and transom. Saeh isthe 6/6 common & the middle of the 19th
century.

Greek Revival Period (1830-1860)

There are two examples of the Gresk Reviva style in North Chester. On North Chester Road is the
James Elder House, which is an 1837 recongmction of an 1831 house (MHC # B35). Itis2 12
dories in height, five bayswide and two degp for arectangular plan benegth an end-gable roof with a
centra chimney. The centrd entry of the south-facing Elder House was originaly a smple architrave
surround, but a Queen Anne-style porch was added inthe 1890swith tumed supports and omamentd
brackets. The porch extends across three bays of the south facade and dops & a dightly projecting
two-window bay, which dso datesfrom the 1890s On an eestward dope, the house has high, flat-
ledge stone foundations. The Elder house (known as Elcopo Ledges dnce 1936) hes arare window-
goacing pattem in which the windows of the outer two bays a each d9de are placed more closaly
together, for an A-B-A pattem.

Directly acrossthe North Chester bridge on Smith Road is the John Stevens House (MHC # B36)
(Photo No.7), which datesfrom 1820 to 1830. A front-gabled, 2 1/2-gory Gresk Reviva houss, its
eaves make fiill retums to form a pediment. Comer pilagters frame the building and support awide
frieze. Inthe gable field isaregionaly popular rectangular window. The sdehal-plan house hes a
broad entry surround with full-length sdelights and pilasters supporting a full entablature.

Gothic Revival (1830-1860)

There isa sngle Gothic Reviva-style building in North Chegter, the Howe House on Eagt River Roed
(MHC # B37, ca 1860) (Photo No. 2). This style is not well represented in the hilltowns, 0 it takes
on a particular importance for its well-maintained and comparatively high-style exterior. One and a
half gories in height, the front-gabled house is three bays wide and hes a Sdehdl plan. Board-and-
batten sided, the house hes ornamented bargeboards and eaves labd lintels over the windows, and a
shed-roof portico on scroll-cut braces. Seeh is 6/6. On the south is a Sngle-story ell endosed with a
sreened porch. A single-story ell on the north gppearsto be a later addition, but carries out the
sding and mnning eaves omament.  Built for manufacturer Elbridge Howe when he established his
bedgtead factory nearby on the river, this house is a departure from the stylistically conservative
farmhouses of North Cheder.

(continued)
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Queen Anne/ Colonial Revival (1880-1920)

The North Chester Chapel of 1909 (MHC # B34) isthe latest building inthe historic district within
its period of significance. Thisisa 1 1/2-gory dapboard building with a steeply pitched end-geble
roof. The building gts onfieldstonefoundations on a high dope between North Chester and Eagt
River Roads. Sguare in plan, it isthree bays by three bays and is entered on the eedt facade & the end
bay beneath a shed-roof portico on tumed Queen Anne-style pogts. The door is framed by asmple
cgpped surround, which is complemented by capped window surrounds.  The windows have 11 sseh
and, in the geble field of the south facade, a louvered lunette, which together with the full-profile eave
retums and louvered shutters, congtitutes the Colonial Revival stylistic features of the building.

Outbuildings

There are two contributing bams in the district; both gopeer to date from the 19th century. The Howe
livestock barn (MHC # B37), East River Road, hes an atached silo and board-and-batten siding
resembling that on the house. At the John Stevens House (MHC # B36) on Bridge Road is a large
livestock and horse barn with two double-width entries for vehicles.

Recent congruction

Recent constmction in the district is resdential and continues to make use of wood frame exteriors
with clgpboard siding. They ae 1 12 dories to 2 12 dories in height and are st back from the road
for new dtesor occupy the gpproximate location of earlier buildings which they replace.

Archaeologica Description

While no prehigtoric stesare recorded within the district, the generd aea (within one mile) or, inthe
entire town, dtes may be present. The physical characterigtics of the district include severd well
drained level to moderately doping aress in dose proximity to wetlands indicating locationd criteria
which are favorable for many Native American settlement locations. The district including the now
dammed Middle Branch of the Westfield River and itsfloodplainis generdly surrounded by seeply
doped uplands.  Given the above information, the dze of the district (282.5 acres) the availability of
open goece and generdly low dendties of prehistoric settlement in the region, a moderate potentia
exigs for recovering significant prehistoric survivals.

A high potential exigts for historic archaeologica resources within the district. There are three factory
and two dam dtesremaining from the 18th and 19th centuries in the district. The remains of granite
block dam abutments and granite sone foundations can be found approximately forty to sixty feet
north of the North Chester Bridge on the west bank of the river. These smctura remains mark the dte
of the Steven's sawmill and cotton mill active there from the 18th century and the ste of severd

(continued)
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subseguent mills through the 19th century. The Steven's family aso added a grist mill and mill to
extract linseed oil a this location. The Stevens family dso manufectured wooden window shedesa a
dte on the west dde of the river immediately below the bridge. Visible evidence of that Site are now
gone as aresult of road widening, however, subsurface evidence of the operation may survive. The
Howe mill dte lies about amile up the river from the Stevens mill where a ssoond dam was present.
The mills a this dte were active during the midto late 19th century where Eldridge Howe
manufactured hardwood bedseeds and later aso ran a sawmill. A third mill Ste was do active in the
19th century about an eighth of a mile south of the bridge where a sscond cotton mill wes present. A
fourth possible manufacturing site thought to be atannery active inthe 1860's is conjectured north of
the bridge and cotton mill buildings. Severd important resdences have ds0 bean logt in the village.
The Thomas Elder House (ca 1772), the resdence of one of the areds first settlers, was originaly
located about 60 feet west of the current Elcopo Ledges House on North Chester Road.  Ancther one
of the villages early farmers, Sylvester Bemis, ds0 had a home (18th century) and track of land
mnning about one-half mile up and down the river around the cemeatery. The Bemis house isno
longer extant and the precise location is unknown. Inthe 1820's James Elder built a house for hisson
James Elder south of the Cushman Tavem (dso known as Elder's Inn and Parmenter's Tavem) facing
north Chester Road. That house collgpsed from lack of maintenance with a garage, d<0 used asa
firehouse, built there inthe 1960's. James Elder built athird house in 1831 which bumed in 1837.
That house on North Chester Road wias rebuilt that same year as the Elcopo Ledges House  John
Cook ds0 had a 19th century house a the bridge crossoad with Eagt River Road with a generd dore
added to the south sde of the house That building bumed in 1966 and was replaced by a
contemporary home. Occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells) and outbuildings should
a0 be presant inthe district within archaeologica dtesand extant structures. Only two contributing
bams dating to the 19th century are present in the digtrict indicating a high potentid for survivals of
this outbuilding type. Occupationd rdated features should be present with resdences and the mill
dtesinthe district. Unmarked graves may dso be present & the North Chester Cametery or the eedt
dde of the river of f Smith Road where gravestones date from 1803 to 1947.

(end of Section 7)
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represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
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D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)
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B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _ 282.5 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

X See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
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11. Form Prepared By
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Continuation Sheets
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

North Cheger Historic Didtrict is significant as an excdlent example of a late 18th and 19th century
rural New England agricultural and mill village. Located on the middle branch of the Westfield River,
North Cheder developed as avillage in the foothills of the Green Mountains because the relatively flat
but narrow plain of the river valey was hospitable to farmers, and the river could be used to power
the al-important sawv and grist mills. The indudries and agriculture were eventualy edipsed in
importance by another Chedter village, Chester Factory Village(NR 1989), when the railroad was
routed through the latter. The village of North Chester was sudained as a farm and summer home
community into the 20th century.

The district's significant buildings range in date from ca 1770 (Photo No. 4) through the first decede
of the 1900s and ae representative of the continued use of a few building forms and gyles inan
isolated, economically modest setting. The district meets Criteria A, and C and hes locd significance.

Plantation Period (1620-1675)

According to the Massachusetts Historical Commission Reconnaissance Survey Report for the town of
Cheder in the Connecticut Valley Study Area, evidence of Native Americans in the Berkshire foothills
isvery limited. No dtes have been identified from Prehistoric, Contact, or Plantation Periods, and this
is attributed to the fact that the area was probably used by smal numbers of Native Americans for
short-term hunting and fishing only. The groups identified with the area are the Connecticut River
Valley Woronoaks and Nonotucks. Mohicans from the Hudson River Valley dso may have comethis
far in their ssasond trips.

Native trails followed the Westfield River valleys, where extensve beaver trapping took place for
trade with the English in Springfield in the late 1630s The hunting, fishing, and trapping activities
probably extended into the Colonia Period as well.

Colonial Period (1675-1775)

The political history of North Chester began when the Colony of Massachusetts, which was short on
caeh, laid out ten western townships in 1762 for sdle a public auction. Township #9 conssted of
32,200 acres (of which about 5,700 acres had dready been given out in grants) and included the
present-day Chedter, Huntington, part of Montgomery, and Middlefield. William Williams of Hatfield
bought the land for 1,500 pounds sterling, but tumed around immediately and sold it. The sscond
owners, four Proprietors who were essentidly red edate speculators, bought the township and divided
it into sections for eech to sell. The areathat was eventualy to become Chester wias assigned to John
Chandler. Even before the sdle, and as early as 1760, however, ningeen familieshed settled in
Township #9. Asthey had taken some of the better land, parhapsillegally, not all of them were

(continued)
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alowed to take part in the subsequent division and sale, and 90 moved away. First, however, the
Proprietors had to have the Township surveyed in 1762, and then they laid out the first land division
amounting to 102 lots of 108 acres gpiece. Unlike settlements laid out in the 17th century in the
Connecticut River Valley, Hadley and Hatfield, for ingance, the plan did not follow the English
practice of a linear arangement of long, narrow housdots dong a main thoroughfare, and sgparate
common fields. Rather, each owner got one complete parcd of 108 acres, and the parcds were
irregular, contiguous, and laid out like a crazy quilt. Eag River Road was provided for in the North
Chegter plan, but each land owner was given an additiona two aores to accommodate future roads
among the adjacent parcds. Forty-seven men found this a suitable arangement and bought land in
this first distribution. Then enough of them settled and built homes = that in 1765 the Proprietors
incorporated the township as Murrayfield.

Despite the sound start, it ssamsthat the Proprietors were unhgppy about their investment. In 1763
they petitioned the govemment to receive compensation for the quaity of the land in Township #9,
which they dedared was uneven and mountainous and divided by three riversthat they clamed would
require them to build bridges and roads to make good on their invesment. From a later petition by
the sdttlers, it is goparent that dthough the Proprietors were given additional land in Hampshire
County to offset their disappointment, they condructed neither bridges nor roads to improve
Murrayfield. Settlement continued, neverthdess, and in 1766 there were sixty-eight taxpayersin
Murrayfield.

In the area that was to become North Chegter, the absance of good roads and bridges may have made
sttlement relatively more difficult but the fertile dluvial land made it attractive for farming. 1n 1763
many of the lots in North Cheser were sold with John Smith, Nathan Mann, ard Samud Elder among
the first owners. Town red estate valuation lists show the arrival of others. Thomas Elder came in
1769; John Elder in 1770.

Certainly the Elders are among the first settlers to North Chester.  Thomeas Elder weas one of the first
to build a house (now gone), parhaps prior to his marriage to Margaret Moor in 1772. The house was
about sixty feet west of the current Elcopo Ledges House (MHC # B35, North Chester Road,
1837)(Photo No. 6). The Elders continued to farm the land for severd generations, and were
respongble for building a number of the housesthat mede up the village core.

The 1768 Red Edate List indicates that farming was actively going on in North Chester a the time,
with Timothy Smith a the top of the list having a horse, an ox, a few cows and pigs, twelve shep,
and red egae worth 26 pounds sterling. Abner Smith had no shegp but severd cows, horses, oxen,
swine, and property worth 16 pounds. John Smith with a few more pigs and property worth 20
pounds wes next, and Samud Elder hed the fewest livestock but red edate vaued & 34 pounds
sterling.

(continued)
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Shortly after this evaluation. Eagt River Road wes laid out by the Sdectmen and was acoepted by the
town a the annua meeting of 1769. The road began a Worthington and was described as having
gone down the left bank of the river pagt Wait's Mill, and Timothy Smith's property. This description
is important both for dating the road ard mentioning the exigence of amill inNorth Cheder.

Another early settler was Sylvester Bemis, who came from Lancader, Massachuseits to farm and d<o
was the first of severd generations of North Chester farmers. Bemisis said to have hiked out from
Lancadger, deared land, planted, and built a house (now gone) before retuming to Lanceder for the
winter. He had atract on the eest 9de of the river. Beginning halfway up what is now known as
Bemis Hill, and including the location for the North Cheser Cemetery (MHC #800), it ran for about a
half mile up and down the river with a large meedow across the hilltop, and here he grew wheat ad
hay and raised cattle. Accounts from the period indicate that farmers from the ares, including Bemis
and Samud Bell, another early settler, were fattening cattle during this period, taking them to Boston
or Hartford once ayear together with dairy products and surplus crops for sde

To go to church, the not-very-numerous North Cheser residents traveled to Chester Center (NR 1988)
to a meetinghouse framed up in 1766 but not fiilly completed until 1773. Theunfinished
mestinghouse was a0 the dte of the first town meeting, held in 1766.

Schooling was not far behind intown affairs, as it was mandated for the Bay Colony in 1769. The
dragpped townspeople, however, voted not to raise money for schools that year. They did vote to do
<0 the following year, and included fundsto teech girls in summer sessons Traditionally, school was
held in private homes during this period, 0 the children of North Chester were taught by their
neighbors for a leest the next ten years. In 1780, the town voted not to build schoolhouses, dthough
each school district was given leaway to build its own.

Although population was small, it was a hardship for people in the eedem part of Murrayfield to gat
to civic affairs, church, and town meetings in the westem half a Cheser Center; 20 in 1773, the
eagtem part of town was st off and called Norwich. Other boundaries were set during this period as
well. The westem boundary a Becket was laid out in 1765, and the northem boundary with
Worthington was st in 1768.

By the end of the Colonial Period, the village had bemn etablished to indude a number of farmgeads
raisng cows, shexp and pigs and Wait'sessntial mill. Remaining from the period are Eag River
Road and the Cushman Tavem (MHC # B32) (Phato No. 4) buih by ThomasElder. ThomasElder is
thought to have congruaed the inn a the end of this period, ca.l 773, and an attic beam carved with a
1770s mark suppartsthis early date An early tavem in such an apparently ranate locale is explained
by the fact that Eag River Road was used from the 1770s asa main raute bewean Pittgidd and
Springfidd following the Middle Branch of the Westfidd River. It was a generdly levd route
oconsquently easer on the harseteams  Although it was subjett tofloodingwhen river leves ross it

(continued)
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did not wash out as did 0 many on the hillsides, 0 was more reliable for travel and carried enough
travelers to support aninn.

Federal Period (1775-1830)

Any grievances held by the Murrayfield sattlers againgt the Proprietors for failing to build adequate
roads and bridges were redressed during the Revolutionary War, when three of the four Proprietors
had their property confiscated for being Loyalist sympathizers. Residents further supported the wer by
formally voting for indgpendence and then raising money for thousands of pounds of beef, clothing for
soldiers, and relief for soldiers families. Abner Smith from North Chester collected taxes for the war.
Townspeople continued to mest their obligations between 1776 and 1782, but then resources of the
relatively new community were exhauged. Among the soldiers who took part in the Revolutionary
War was Sylvester Bemis, who was eventualy buried inthe North Cheser cemetery in 1831. Some
of the Chester men went to Cambridgeto fight. John Elder was in Colond David Brewster's
Regiment of the 9th Continental Army in 1775. Thomas Elder and Thomas Smith enliged for a short
time, and Abner Smith enlisted for twenty-eight days  Finally, six men were hired to sarve for the
town in 1781. Asa meeaure of the reamoteness of the town a the time, in 1781 it was voted to offer a
twelve-shilling bounty on wolves.

In addition to the town's involvement in the political changes of indgpendence, severd changesto
locad political boundaries additionally took place during this period. First, in 1783, Murrayfield
changad its name to Cheder to avoid confiision with a similarly named town in the county.
Middlefield sgparated from Cheder inthe sameyear, 1783; then, in 1799, a northeest comer of
Cheder was annexed by Worthington. Only one more loss of territory was to occur, the annexation of
a southesst comer by Norwich in 1853.

John Stevens has been cited by one local historian as an original settler of North Chester, but town
and family records indicate that Stevens and his wife Catherine did not arrive in Chester from
Brookfield until 1797, more than thirty years after the first arrivals. Stevens sawmill was on the west
bank of the river a the North Cheser bridge, a Ste that was to be usad by subssquent millsthrough
the 19th century. He later added a section for agristmill.  1n recognition of the importance of the
solitary mill, the village wes called Stevens Mill.

The 1794 map of Cheder isthe earliest on record and shows amill north of the bridge, which we
know to have been the location for Stevens saw and gristmill; and afulling mill south of the bridge
on the eedt 9de of the river. A third mill, another sawmill, was further north on the eest bank of the
river a the border with Worthington. The 1794 map confirms a bridge was in place, bdow the
Stevensmill and in its presant location, and River Road ran north from Littleville to Worthington,
dthough it was not improved as a highway until 1811. There is no indication that a dam had as yet
bean constructed.

(continued)
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The Stevenswere an enterprising family. They bought and sold land and expanded their mill capacity
a the river with athird addition to the sawmill, thistimeto extract linseed oil. Cheder historian
Samud Quigley noted that flax was grown to such an extent in Chester and Worthington thet it was
sad that much of the land in the two towns hed been "flaxed to death.” The Stevenses dso invented
and began manufacturing wooden window shedes a a ste on the west dde of the river immediately
bdow the bridge. At sometime inthe first two decades of the 1800s, the Stevensss sold their mills to
busness assodates Thomas and Charles Plunkett. The Plunkett brothers converted the saw and fulling
mills to two cotton mills, and continued the wooden shede budness They were 0 successful intheir
endeavors that they maneged to amaess $50,000 in capita in the 1820s and the name of Stevens Mill
shifted to Plunkettville, presumably to reflect their activity and prominence. It wes & thistimethat a
dam was erected above the two mills to regulate the water flow and to kegp the mills in operation
during dryer months. During this period, 1820 to 1830, the Stevens House was built in the Gresk
Revivd gyle (Photo No. 7). It was here that the last pogt office in town was kept inthe 1930s

In 1804, one of Thomas and Margaret Elder's seven children, James who was bom in 1780, took over
ownership of the Elder farm. The bond of agreemant drawn up for this trandfer of ownership maneges
to tell us quite a bit aout the farming practices in Plunkettville, as well as the hard bargain willed by
Thomeas and his ssoond wife Polly. Jameswas in his twenties & the time and hed been operating the
farm for a period of time preceding the contract. 1n the bond he promised to supply Thomas and
Polly's needswhich were itemized in detail. Food to be provided annudly included 100 Ibs. of besf,
100 Ibs. of pork, 4 barrds of cider, 8 bushdsof rye, 10 bushdsof Indian com, 4 bushds of whed,
one of pears five bushds of winter gpples, 5 bushds of potatoes, 3 bushds of turnips, 20 heeds of
winter cabbage, half a bushd of parsnips, 20 Ibs. of ham, 10 Ibs. of hog's lard, 8 Ibs. of tallow and 1
12 bushds of sdt. Shegp and cows were to be maintained for the parents, firewood to be delivered
and gacked, housng provided, including a new houseif they required it, and dhoes made for their
feet. To support al this husbandry, the farm had a horse bam, a cow bam, comcrib, pigpen, icehouse,
Lgphouse, cider mill, and sugarhouse. 1n addition to the crops named in the bond of agreement, the
Elders grew flax in the wetland south of the schoolhouse,

The inn built by Elder came to be known as Parmenter's Tavem in 1837 according to the History of
Middlefield, later as the Cushman Tavem as ownership changed again in 1880. Local tradition holds
that George Washington sopped & the inn on atrip between Albany and Springfield.
Notwithstanding this visit, the inn was a significant socid and ingtitutional center into the 20th
century, being used a various times, as will be noted, for summer boarders a dance hall, and pogst
office. (Photo No.4).

James Elder built a sscond house south of the inn facing North Chester Road for his son, dso adames
Elder, a the time of the son's mariage inthe 1820s An early photogrgph shows it to have been a
four-bay, 1 1/2-gory cape-style house, which eventudly fell down from lack of mantenance. Inits
place was built inthe 1960sthe garage that served for atime as afirehouse, but is now vecant.

(continued)
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Around 1800, a cemetery was begun on BemisHill for North Chester families, with members of the
Hutchins, Bemis, Smith and Elder families buried here, among others. About the sametimethat the
camaeay was being edablished by a few families in the village, there was a religious dispute growing
in Chegter. North Cheder resdents haed atended church meatings in Cheder Center from 1766, butin
1811a dispute among the members led to a Baptist church being formed by a group of Cheder Center
and North Cheger families, anong whom were Jonas Parmenter, James Elder, Wm. Toogood, ad
Thomas Moorefrom North Chedter. At first. Baptist meetings were held in members houses butin
1830 a chapd was built in Cheder Center a the comer of Elder Road and Skyline Trail.

Early Industrial Period (1830-1870)

The Early Industrial Period was the manufacturing heyday of North Chester.  While farming continued
as the maingtay of most families, the river continued to power the growing mills, and North Chester
added agenerd dore and a number of new houses Thomas and Charles Plunkett retired from their
mills in 1836. Thomas sold half of his interest in the cotton busnessto John J. Cook and sold the
wooden window blind busnessto Sddon Cone. Thomas Plunkett was a wdl-respected person. He
continued to run a generd store for a number of years and was sant es a Representative to the State
Legidature.

John Cook operated the mills making cotton thread, some linen, and brown shesting for the next
twenty-four yeers The History of Westem Massechusets reported in 1855 that Cook's mills used
80,000 Ibs. of cotton, 100 cords of wood, 2,000 Ibs. of garch, and 250 gdlons of oil each year. From
these rav materids, which cogt $10,000, the mills employed forty people to produce 350,000 yards of
fabric vaued a $27,800. He eventudly bought Sdden Cone's window shede business, which was
reported in 1839 to eam $15,000 annualy. To his holdings, he added the Stevens house and land on
the eet 9de of the river from the bridge to the dam. Cook lived in a house & the bridge crossoads
with Eagt River Road and added a generd dore to the south dde of the house The building was
replaced by a contemporary home on North Chester Roed after it bumed in 1966.

The third manufacturing busnessto be established in North Chester was a beddead factory and dam
upsream of the Cook cotton mills. Noted on a map of 1855 as a sawmill and linseed miill, it wes
owned by Elbridge Howe, who manufactured hardwood bedgeeds a the site for severd decades and
ran asawmill aswell. The 1870 alas indicates the property was in the Howe edate. The New
England Business Directory of 1860 lists Howard Cooley in North Chester as atanner and currier, but
the location of his operations is not known.

Five years after John Cook took over the Stevenses mills and consolidated his property holdings, the
ralroad cameto Cheder Factory Village. From itsarrival in 1841 can be dated the dow decline of
manufacturing in North Chester. Farmers as well as manufacturers now hed to trangport their goods
and supplies by wagon saven milesto the railroad to teke advantage of its sarvice and remain

(continued)
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competitive. The disadvantage may not have been immediately gpparent, but over the next few
decadesthe time and expense of this arangement took itstoll. Cheder Factory Villagegrew ad
thrived, whileNorth Chester moved a a much dower pace  From the Parmenters Tavem a Sagecoach
traveled daily with the mail to Huntington, then carried produce and passengarsto the train to be
shipped off" from Chester Factory Village, and retumed with pessengersand goodsto North Cheder.

Meanwhile, JamesElder built athird Elder house, this for himsalf and his wife Betsy, in 1831 just
e of the original famstead.  Six years later it bumed, but they rebuilt it on the ssameste. Tha
recongtruction is the Elcopo Ledges house (MHC # B35, 1837), and James lived there until his death
in 1860.

Elbridge Howe a0 built a house on Eag River Road (MHC # B37, ca 1860) (Photo No. 2) south of
his factory. The Little House just south of the Inn on Eagt River Road aso dates from this period
(MHC # B31, ca 1837-1846) (Photo No. 4). The North Chester blacksmith, a man named Warren
Goodrich, lived & the housefrom 1861, but it is thought to have been condructed earlier due to
mention of a house in a land sale from James Elder in 1846. It isthought that this house may have
bean the one cdled for in the 1804 bond baween Thomeas and James Elder, in which Jameswas to
build a house for Polly if Thomas died before e did. Deacon Thomes Elder died in 1839. The Pogt
Office was inthis house for a few years in the 1920s

In 1859 John Cook sold all his holdings, known as the North Chester Water Power Company, to
Amos A. Taylor for $15,000. Taylor financed the purchase with a Chelsea busnessman Hermean
Powers, but the onset of the Civil Wer interrupted the supply of cotton to the north and Taylor was
unable to sugtain the mills and make mortgage payments. He lost the property to Powers in 1861.
Powers a first lessed the house, sore, and mills to a budness partnership named Dobbs and Hunt.
Hardly more successfiil than Taylor, Dobbs and Hunt gave up their leese in 1865, but not before their
negligence led to the upper mill burning down. Once again in full possession of the property, Herman
Powers moved with his wife and their family to North Chester. They lived in the house (which
bumed in 1966), ran the generd dore atached to it and the lower mill, and became an important part
of village history. Powers was Posmader with one brief interruption until his degth in 1882. He was
adso dudtice of the Pesoe in North Chester during mogt of the seventeen years he oent inthe village.
He and Caroline hed 10 children. His sonsFred and Arthur were mail carriers. Fred and another son
George fought in the Civil War as did their neighbor Captain Joshua Bemis.

At this time there were over 250 people in the village, which warranted its own pogt office, the first of
which weas established in 1839, James Elder the first pogmeaster. The larger population dso meant
more school children. In 1799 the town's school districts were eech provided with a schoolhouse,
North Cheder had not been large enough then to merit a schoolhouse, 0 sudentstraveled to Chester
Center until the village got a school building of its own cal850 (MHC # B33) (Photo No.6). The
one-room schoolhouse had dassesfor grades 18 and held as many as thirty children a a time under

(continued)
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the supervison of one teacher. Not all of North Chester's institutionsflourished,however. The
Baptist Church, which had thirty-three members in 1855, was discontinued in 1865, and its membears
rejoined the Chester Center Congregationa church or the Huntington Baptist church. The chapd was
moved down to North Cheder Road and used for hay dorage until it fell gpart in 1900.

Late Industrial Period (1870-1915)

By the 1870s, North Chester's mill era wes a an end. The mgp of 1870 shows the only remaining
mills to be a sawmill between North Chester and Dayville on the south, and the Elder family's cider
mill. Howe's bedgeed factory was no longer in operation, and both the cotton mill and wooden
window shede mills were gone, the dte of the latter completely lost when the road was widened. The
Late Industriad Period for North Cheder, ironically, was more agricultural than industrial. During this
period the iron Howe truss bridge was put in place, where it remains today among the few remaining
examples in Massachusetts of this type of bridge (Photo No. 5).

The Coneswere the second family to live in the James Elder house and like many of his neighbors,
Amos Cone combined farming with other work, in this case as a done mason. He laid sonewalls for
others and supervised congmction of bridge abutments. The sonewalls on his property are a good
example of hiswork (Photo No. 1), as are the house's foundations, which he rebuilt with a goece for
vegetable dorage within a section of double wall congtruction. Cone, a Chester Sdectmen in 1872,
was awell-known local handyman who mede wooden waterpipes, caled pump logs, for underground
water lines, but his mogt unusua accomplishment was “tomb in the woods' for a North Chester
resdent, Hiram Smith. After a childhood fright. Smith wanted to be interred in a ledge hollowed out
by Cone as atomb, rather than being buried underground. His Sister's wishes in this regard were not
recorded, but both were indeed interred there. Diversified farmers, the Cones dso meade honey, cider,

vinegar and maple sugar, cheese, and soap.

Emerson Cushman bought Parmenter's Tavem in 1880. It saved as the North Chester Pogt Office
from 1888 to 1925, with Chloe and Emerson Cushman serving as Pogmeagters, and once again in the
1930s |t was d=o the catter for much of North Chester's entertainment, as there was a dance hall on
the sscond floor where square dances and parties were held for many years

The people of North Chester went to considerable lengths to get to church sarvices on Sundays and to
have Sunday School for their children. Herman Powers and his wife Caroline organized a Sunday
school inthe North Chester schoolhouse, for indance, populating it in large part with their own ten
children. Severd familiesin town often drove wagons to the Baptist sarvices in Huntington, acting &s
a dagecoach by picking up other familiesaong the way. Their arrangements were made eeder in
1908 when Rev. Edward Seymour became pagtor of the Chegter Hill church and dso cameto the
North Cheger schoolhouse to preach. In 1909, the people of North Chester decided to act on their
wish for achapd cdoser to home. Over athree-day period, they worked together under the direction

(continued)
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of George Stanton to erect a new chapd (MHC # B34) on land donated by Harriet Cone with lumber
cut from members lots and materids bought with cagh contributions. A nondenominationa chapd, it
hed sarvices with Rev. Seymour and other traveling ministers on an irregular bass and is usad only
in the summers now.

At the sthod nearby, thefir sttrained teacher Dora Ledbeter was hired in 1898
Early Modern Period (1915-1940)

North Cheder became a community of both year-round and summer resdents during the Early Modern
Period. With automobiles making travel much more convenient, people followed Route 20 into the
Berkshires and found the southem hilltowns to be cool destinations. It isfrom this period that severd
new cottages were built in the area and older houseswere adgpted for summer use For the goan of a
few years, the Powers House (now gone) became a dlubhouse for the thirteen men who mede up the
Worceser County North Chester Club and drove up for meetings and recregtion in their Modd A
Fords.

Modern Period (snce 1940)

In the 19505 the Littleville dam weas condructed to provide a flood control reservoir on the Middle
Branch of the Westfield River and d<0 to act as areservoir for drinking water for Springfield. The
village of Littleville, which wasjust south of North Chester on Eag River Road, was diminated, and
roads that connected North Chedter directly to Huntington and Route 20 were closed. This proved to
meke North Cheser much less accessble, and fewer summer resdents came. Other year-round
families moved away. Active farming hes by and large stopped, and some of the fields have filled in
with woodland, leavingfiel dstonewalls and granite foundations beside the river as physica vediges of
the district's agricultural and industrial past.

Archaeologica Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric settlement in Chester are poorly documented, any surviving siteswould be
sgnificant. Prehigoric dtesin this area can be significant by contributing to our knowledge of
prehigtoric settlement and subdgence in the Berkshire uplands of Westemn Massachusetts in generd

and specificaly dong the Westfield River tributaries. Prehigoric Stesin this area may contain
information which indicates the extent to which this area was exploited by Mohican groups and their
predesors from the New York locae or from Woronoaks and Nonotucks and their forbearers in the
Connecticut River Valley. Thisinformation can be used to test the extent to which river basns
boundaries were andogus with Native socio-political boundaries a different points in prehigtory and
the Contact Period.

(continued)



(’\‘MPE) Form I0-g00-a OMS Approva/Mo. >0?4-a0>S

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

8 10 North Chester Historic District
Section numt} er Page Chegter (Hampden County), Massachusetts

Historic archaeologica resource identified above have the potentia to provide detalled information on
the changing socia, cultural and economic characterigics which typified a rural New England
agricultural and mill village which evolved inthe 18th and 19th centuries in ariver valley inthe
foothills of the Green Mountains of westem Massachusatts Archaeologica resources combined with
documentary  sources can help trace the evolution of the village s it incorporated industry with
agriculture early in its development then ironically retumed to a largely agricultural bese during the
Late Industrial Period &s railroad facilities were routed to other aress of the town. Archaeological
aurvey and testing can document the locations, land use history and integrity of the mill dtes which
were regpondble for industrial growth in the village. These mills are no longer extant but survive as
archaeologicd dteswith visible above ground remains.  Archaeologica testing can identify the
different periods of use & the mill dtesand to what extent latter mills ether incorporated earlier mills
into their design or, introduced new constmction. Structural remains from the mills combined with the
andysis of occupationa related features can provide information pertaining to working conditions a
the mills and details of the technologies ussd a the mills and manufectured products. Mill Stesdong
Eag River Road can contribute information on the operations of gristmills, sawmills, cotton mills,
linseed extraction and tanneries. The two historic damsin this area can d<o provide data on the
evolution of water power technologies is the village and how this vauable resource was dlocated
between the various mills in the village. Extant resdentid homes and residentid dtesin the village
can d9o provide vauable informations on the lives of village inhabitants and, in some ingances
commerciad enterprises which were operated from resdences structural remains a house Stesfrom the
digricts early settlers including the Thomas Elder House, the Sylveser Bemis house ad later the
James Elder House can help recongtruct the layout of the village during its early settlement as well as
provide detail of construction for early homes in the village. Other house Stes including the John
Cook hose can provide detail of resdenceswhich dso sarved as commercid enterprises in this
ingdance a generd gore. Occupationd rdated features rdated to extant homes and archaeologica dtes
can dso provide vauable information pertaining to generd  lifeways of inhabitants and how this may
have varied within the village economic and socid gdtructure. Thistype of andyds can be especidly
important in tracing the specifics and quality of village life as it evolved from agriculture to an
agricultural and mill village. Archaeologica evidence may aso be present indicating the extent to
which these pattems changed as industry and agriculture were eclipsed in importance by Cheder
Factory Village when the railroad was run through the latter. The decline in industry returned the
North Cheder Village to an economy once again dominated by mostly agriculture. Evidence of these
important events and changes in the village economy may survive in the archaeological record.
Archaeologica survivas from outbuilding in the village can dso provide important information
relating to the layout of individua resdences, farms and indudtries.  Only two contributing
outbuildings survive in the district indicating this ssmcturd type a an important potential resourcein
the village. Unmarked gravies in the village cemetery can dso be a vauable resources by providing
information on cemetery layout and pos-mortem treatment of the deed, especidly paupers

(end of Section 8)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

UTM References

Zone Easting Nor t hi ng
A 18 670500 4688440
B 18 670950 4688090
C 18 670900 4687470
D 18 670420 4687300
E 18 670020 4687670
F 18 669820 4688200

(end)

Boundary Description

The boundaries of the North Chester Historic District are outlined on the Town of Chester Accessor's
Maps #5402 and 405.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of this district were drawn to encompassthe concentration of historic properties
assodaed with North Cheder digned in alinear fashion dong Eadt River Road and the Westfield
River. Tothat end, the north boundary was drawn a the north ot line of the historic Howe House
the south boundary was drawn a the south lot line of the historic Elder House, the North Chester
Chapd and the Smith House after crossing the Westfield River. The eed and west boundaries were
drawn to follow theeedt and west |ot lines of the properties dong Eagt River Road and the Westfield
River, with the exception of the North Chester cemetery where the boundary was extended to include
this burial ground historically rdaed to the village.

(end of Section 10)



MaD#

405-32
405-32
402-27
402-27
402-27
402-4, 5, 6,
27.01, 28
402-7
402-7
402-27
405-380's
405-250's
405-20
405-33
405-18
405-18

405-18
405-34
405-19

405-21
405-21
402-38

Building
Site
Structure
Object
Total

Inv.#

B3l
B32
B37

B35

B34
B33
B44
B36

B800

Contributing

9
5
2
0

16

Address

Ea River Road
Eas River Road
Ead River Road
Ex River Road
Ead River Road
Eas River Road &
Smith Road

430 E= River Road
430 Ex River Road
Ea River Road
Eas River Road
Eas River Road

130 North Chester Rd.

North Chester Road
North Chester Road
North Chester Road

North Cheter Road
North Chester Road

128 North Chester Rd.

Smith Roed
Smith Road
Smith Roed
Smith Roed

oOococoom

North Chester Higtoric District
North Chester (Hampdem County), Massachusetts
Digrict Data Shet

Historic Name Date
Little House c. 1830-1846
Cushman Tavem Ci1773
Howe House C.1830
bam with slo C1860
Ted C1980
field/woodland
house C1980
bam €.1980
Howe Mill Site 19h c
Sevens Mill Site 18-1%th c.
shutter mill dte 19h c.
house C.1966
municipa garage C19%s0
sone walls C.1910
Elcopo Ledges 1837
ak.a Janes Elder House
barn 1900-A4
Chapd 1909
Schoolhouse c.1850
bridge 1887
John Sevens House 1820-1830
bam ¢.1880
cametery C1800

Non-contributing

Style

Federd

Federd

Gothic Reviva
utilitarian
utilitarian

Neo-colonid
utilitarian

Swiss Chdet
utilitarian
dry laid
Federd

utilitarian
Colonid Revivd
Federd

truss

Gresk Revivd
utilitarian

Resource
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The Commonweahh of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

28 October 1996
RECBVD 2280
Caral Shull
Kegper
Nationa Register of Historic Places N - 51996

Depatment of the Interior

Nationa Pak Service

P. O. Box 37127 AT R e e o
Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endlosad pleesefmd the following nomination form: .

North Chester Historic District, Cheser (Hampden County), Massachusetts, 01011
The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the

Sae Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State Review Board
congderation 30-75 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

enclosure

CcC. Fay Piergiovanni, Chairperson, Chester Historical Commission
John Badasaro, Chairperson, Board of Sdectmen
Bonnie Parsons, Foneer Valey Parming Commission
Gde Andrade, Director, Hamihon Memoria Library

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
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National Park Service
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Washington, D. C. 20013-7127 NATIONAL PARK SLUMICE
Dear Ms. Shull:

Endosed, pleesefind the supporting documentation for the following nomination which was
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North Chegter Historic District, Chester (Hampden County), Massachusetts 01011

1 gpologize for any inconvenience this omisson may have causad. If you have any questions,
please do not hestate to call.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

encoaure
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