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The Westfield Fire House is located at 405 North Avenue West
in the Central Business District. The building was constructed in
1911 and since that time has been occupied by the Westfield Fire
Department. It is a two story brick structure with a four story
side tower. The exterior is well proportioned and carefully de-
tailed. 1Its overhanging eaves carried completely around the build-
ing produce a neat simple appearance. The roof is tile. Windows
have carefully articulated brick arches over them and the bell tower
designed and so located to produce a graceful architectural composi-
tion. The cupola, however, was destroyed by lightning and replaced
by a radio antenna. Also, the original swing out decorative wood
doors were changed to steel to accommodate modern fire fighting
equipment. These changes do not detract seriously from the original
design.

The street facade has four engine bays on the first floor.
There is a single wide entrance door in the rear to originally
simplify re-entry into the firehouse when horse-drawn fire aparatus
was utilized. The small four inch square blocks with deep grooves
and runoff features provided easier maintenance and traction for the
horses. The bays are divided by occasional columns.

The major room configurations of the second floor are intact.
There is a fireman's exempt room, a kitchen, two bathrooms, and two
activity rooms.

The interior of the building is essentially the same today
as when it was built. The few minor changes made are a dropped
ceiling added in the kitchen area, three slide poles blocked off and
the original wood stairs are now of steel.

It is interesting to note, that the 30 inch wide flange
structural steel members used in this building were among the first
in this country of this depth, and were fabricated by Bethlehem
Steel Company. The increased depth of these members over previous
ones made possible increased spans in building construction, per-
mitting a greater flexibility in future architectural design.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Showing influences of Spanish, Italianate and Mediterranean
architecture, the Westfield Fire House is a fine example of 20th
century civic architecture.

Westfield Fire Headquarters was recognized at the time of
construction as one of the best appointed fire houses in the metro-
politan area. It combines utilitarian usefulness with fine archi-
tectural features and has been a point of civic pride for many
years. Touted as one of the "conveniences of a progressive and well
ordered community and an ideal hometown" when built, the Westfield
firehouse was an important factor in convincing people tovthis
rapidly developing suburb. wow o

The most obvious point of interest is the Tower, which is
a reminder of fire-fighting practices of a bygone age. The Tower
was used in the early 1900's to dry the cotton covered fire hoses
before returning them to their storage area. The advent of poly-
ester covered fire hoses (on which no fungus can grow) has obviated
this practice.

From the very beginning the firehouse was a point of civic
pride as evidenced by the "Westfield Leader." The issue dated May
17, 1911 prominently displays the firehouse in an article entitled
"Boost Westfield." The delight that was manifest at the opening of
the firehouse can be seen in the first paragraph of an article
entitled "Banquet a Success at New Fire House" in the May 13, 1911
issue of the same publication. The first sentence of that article
reads: "Monday, May 29, 1911 must be placed in Westfield's history
as one of the most important dates of all time."

The article continues, "First, it marked the official opening
of one of the handsomest firehouses in any town in this country.
Secondly, it made clear that the men in the department are the
finest to be obtained. 1In the third place, it marked the beginning
of the era of new apparatus for Westfield, so that the town will be
second to none of its size, and lastly, it brought together the
official life of Westfield into one happy, congenial family such as
has never been experienced before. Monday, May 29th, 1911 is an
important date."
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Significance (continued)

The "new apparatus" referred to in the above paragraph was
"motor propelled apparatus" which would shortly replace the horse
drawn equipment.

Architecture

"Charles H. Darsh (1869-1939) a native of Westfield, was
educated in local schools. He studied architecture at Cooper Union
and Atillee of Emanuel Masquereau. He was associated as a designer
with the architects Bruce and Price of New York; Baldwin and Pen-
nington of Baltimore. He maintained an office in Cranford, New
Jersey and designed numerous public and commercial buildings
throughout Union County.

Darsh was a member of the American Institute of Architects,
the Gargoyles of New York; New York Sketch Club and the Rotary Club.
He was a charter member of the Westfield Art Association being well
known for his water colors, and attended the Presbyterian Church.
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