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Town Southbridge

Address 24 F/n/C 5tre tZ

Historic Name Elmstreet Fire House

Fhoto (3'x3" or 3'x5"', black ad

white) Indicate address of U Present fire station
property on back of photo.
N Saple toleft side of form Original fire station
DESCRIPTION
Date 1899

Source historical files
Style Eclectic, Late-19th Century

ArchitectGeorge H. Clemence, Worcester

Sketch Map: Draw mgp showing property's location

in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Wall Fabric b”ick
geographical features. Indicate all'buildings
between inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings none

intersection(s).
Indicate nort

Mgor Alterations {with dates) addition of
additional truck bays (m d20th o)

Condition Good

Mowed Tio Dae 4j a
Acgege IfSStHIOO "Dg OClty

Setting commercial/civic area

UTM REFERENCE \2/'74 S 29 AAGGZ. 060 Recorded by E. Woodford, S. Ceccacci
ed. ST Ceccacci

USGS QUADRANGLE ScTITIfiirt*rC  « ~MSMGOO Organization Southbridge Historical Com-
mission
SCALE 1 \ZC,000 Date Mav 1986



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT {if ap.iicable)

The El mStreet Fir© House i ssi«?riificant for it easeociatjon withthe
expansion and devel opment of Southbridge's commercial and
institutional center late i nthe jCfth century, andforits
inF>resr-ii vie brict®. Rennaisfsance Flevival design. | t mets National
ResieJter criteria and C at t helocal level and retains integrity of
settiris, location, materials, worknianship, design, feeling, and
association, The boundaries indicated ont heattached assessors nap
are those of current ownershinp.

ARH IE]LELS ] CANE Describe inportant architectural features ad eval uate in terns of
other burldi ngs v(\?\mn the conmonity. PO

Conposed of elements of the Classical, Gothic and Romanesque styles, this building is identifie
as a fire house by it stower andthe rowof arched truck entrances on the ground floor. The
horizontal lines of the main body of the building, the rusticated treatment of the ground
floor, the keystones above the second story facade wi ndows and the modillioned eave treatment
are of Classical-inspiration. The high pitched roofs and dorners are Gothic in feeling.

The repeated round arched wi ndows and truck bays together with the brick corbelling and the
massiveness of the tower are Romanesque. W thout the vertical accent of the tower, the build-
ing would have a much nore Classical feel to it.

The use of the tower was popular for all sorts of buildings fromchurches, tofactories, to
comercial and public buildings during the late—9th century as a picturesque architectural
feature. For fire houses -the"hjujef— often had twopractical purposes| | tcould house a
bell tosound the alarm andalso serve to hang fire hoses t odry after use.

(See Continuation Sheet)

HSIGRGL SGNHCANE Explain the role owmers played inlocal or state history ad how the

building relates tothe devel opnent of the conmunity.
Until 1832, the only fire apparatus i n Southbridge was a tub engine dvlied by the Ham |ton
Wol en Conpany, | n1832the town appropriated $350, to be matched by private subscription,
to buy a tub engine for the town. At the same town nmeeting it was agreed t oestablish
vol unteer teams to nan both'the newengine andthe existing Ham lton Mill fire apparatus.
As aresult, Engine Conpany*"l was established for the town center and Engi ne Conpan3%2 was
formed for Aobe Village. Theengine inthe town center was kept at several locationsi n
what were apparently rudimentary buildings until about 1860when an engine house was built
on Central Street. | n1875newsteamfire engines replaced the ol d hand type.
The establishment of a town fire department i nl1880was an inmportant step toward the moderni -
zation of fire protection i n Southbridge. During the 1890's twonew fire houses were built.
The first was i n Gobe Village i n 1894 (form #D-454). The present building was built after
the town appropriated $23,000 for its construction. During this same period the town was
able to boast an anple supply of water, supplied by hydrants and subterranean street reser-
voirs, for fighting fires. A Gamewell Fire Alarm Systemwas also functioning during the
1890' s.

B B] @Y and or  FEFEHENES Vo
. Souvenir of Southbridge 1898. Southbridge(?): George Grant-Press Print,
1898, pp. 66-69.

Eveni rig M\}\bg,erZIEl]Q}f§64c,b' 7 (ANew Fire Department for Southbridge)", Southbridge

8/ 85



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Caranunity: >"  Fom No:

MASSAQUETTS HISTORICAL CCRMSSON - .
Office of the Secretary, Boston Southbridge D-401

Property Nams M A
perty Eim Street

Indicate eadi item on inventoiy fom whidi is being continued below,
ARCH TECTURAL SI G\l FI CANCE (cont' d)

The building was designed by George H Clemence (1862-1924) a young Worcester architect,
who had already built at least two Wrcester fire houses when he received this conmm ssion,
Sout hbridge directories show that during the 1890's O enence kept an office in Southbridge
as well as inWrcester. H designed the now altered Southbridge Arinoty and many, i f not
all, of the buildings of the Wrcester & Southbridge Street Railway, including the el egant
Overl ook Hotel (not the Masonic Horme) i n Charlton. Unfortunately, lack of documentation
has not permttedidentification of other buildings by Cemence i n Southbridge.

d ermence was one of Worcester's nost inportant architects during the |ate—49th and early—
20th centuries. H received comm ssions for numerous Worcester public buildings, schools,
and residences, many of which still exist and have been |isted on the National Register.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Thematic Goup
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Com ns-¥Wal | House fiubstaljtlim Be/iew A Keeper
Attes
. ilnttsrea ia -ui-
Congregational Church Jjrli""ai Begister
Attest
Qummings, EB, House lii.t'srei In tbe ’V\~TieTpex".-:yA'j.y.*"\" GMA
Attest
Dani and Soldani Cabinet Makers and 'K eeper
Wood Workers Factory ti.t'-r-a Its tbha
Uttticufall  fleMplstur  Attest
Dennison School House ilntfci'ed in the K™per ALMAUA ALY -MA
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Attest
. h"eepex
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national fieglstec Attest
Dunbar—Vinton House ~ “itered In tha I keeper "
ilatlonai Beglater
Attest
Durfee, Henry E., Farmhous* Qjecl Ifi"t® felper ~ AAAA-AATAN-WANQ A
Attest
Elm Street Fire House — RifRISd 'R&Qtster  TE7EN YXAISAT-IARAY R Qo IFA
Attest
Evangelical Free Church livtered "N gp deeper

Hatlon&| BegiB

Attest



NATI ONAL  PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA@ STER G H STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI QN RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI O\ NCM NATT N

PRCPERTY El mStreet Fire House
NAME

MULLTI PLE  Sout hbridge MRA
NAME

STATE & GOUNTY: NMASSACHUSETTS, Worcester
DATE RECEI VED: 5/ 15/ 89 DATE G- PENDI NG LI ST: 5/31/89
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 6/ 16/ 89 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 6/ 29/ 89
DATE OG- WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER: 89000530 oo 'x X
NCM NATGR  STATE
REASONS FCR REVI EW
APPEAL: N DATA PRGBBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OrHER N PDIL: N PERI OD: N PRORAMUNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N
GOMENT VAIVER N ? A ,

Ne NCEPT RETURN REJECT (A AAN ANAN T Enferec] | n the

f iiatlunal HejiiateB
ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS

RECOM / CRI TER A
REVI EVER ~
DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached conmments YN seeattached SLRY' N



CLASSI FI CATI ON
count resource type

STATE FEDERAL ACENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI ON
historic current
DESCR! PTI ON
architectural classification
materials

Ndescriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck and justify bel ow
Specific dates Bui |l der/ Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

sunmary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI OGRAPHY
CEQCERAPH CAL DATA
acreage Averbal boundary description
U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANYT NG DOOUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps NBED naps phot ogr aphs presentation
OHER GOMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomnation may be directed to
Phone

Si gned Dat e












Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

IVlultiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000294



